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Meeting Record 
 

MPO Officials Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, August 29, 2012; 1:30 p.m. 

Room 303 
County/City Building, 555 South 10th Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor Beutler; Carl Eskridge, Adam Hornung, City Council; 

Larry Hudkins, Deb Schorr, County Commission. Randy 
Peters, NDOR absent. 

 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Rick Hoppe, Mayors Office; Miki Esposito, Thomas Shafer, , 

Public Works & Utilities; Marvin Krout, Michael Brienzo 
and Michele Abendroth, Planning Department 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 1:32 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was acknowledged.   

Review and action on the draft minutes of the June 21, 2012 Officials Committee meetings 

Hudkins moved approval of the June 21, 2012 Officials Committee meeting minutes, seconded by 
Hornung.  Motion carried with Beutler absent. 

Review and action on revisions to the FY 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program 

Brienzo stated that there are revisions to the current FY 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement 
Program.  We are working with two programs; the first is the current program that is good until the end 
of September and the second is the proposed that becomes operational October 1st.  We have to make 
adjustments to the funding packages for some projects in order to obligate key projects this fiscal year.  
Brienzo briefly reviewed each of the amendments.  He explained that there is an additional amendment 
for the design and construction Stonebridge Trail that he would like to include in this package. 

Hornung questioned why there is a delay on 56th Street from Shadow Pines Drive to Old Cheney Road.  
Shafer explained that the delay is due to the results of the noise study.  The noise study indicated that a 
noise wall may be needed.  This requires further study and documentation as property values are 
affected.  Hornung questioned if the property owners have been spoken to.  He added that this project 
needs to be done, and we have been talking about this for a long time.  There is a safety issue on this 
road.  We need to make this a priority and obligate resources to get this project done.  Shafer explained 
that the approval process is very difficult and lengthy with federal funding.  Hudkins agreed with 
Hornung and believes this is an important project. 

Eskridge moved approval of the FY 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program including the 
addition of the Stonebridge Trail project, seconded by Hudkins.  The motion carried unanimously. 

  



Page 2 of 2 
 

Review and action on revisions to the FY 2013-2016 Transportation Improvement Program 

Brienzo stated that the previous revisions apply to the proposed FY 2013-2016 Transportation 
Improvement Program as well.  The only difference is that they are advanced one year to fit into the 
new program.  

Hornung moved approval of the FY 2013-2016 Transportation Improvement Program including the 
addition of the Stonebridge Trail project, seconded by Eskridge.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Report on Technical Committee discussion on the possibility of initiating Biennial MPO Programs for 
the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) to match 
the local two-year budgeting cycle 

Brienzo explained that at the June 2012 Officials Committee meeting, the Committee asked staff to look 
into and consider the development of “Biennial MPO Programs” to match the local two-year budgeting 
cycle.  According to federal regulations, development of the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
and Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) on a two-year cycle is allowed. However, there are 
conditions and requirements for Federal, State and MPO coordination and approvals.  The TIP is to cover 
no less than a four year period and be based upon the Long Range Transportation Plan.   

This issue was taken to the MPO Technical Committee meeting to get feedback from the agencies who 
participate in developing the TIP.  The state raised some concerns that a very large program, such as 
theirs, requires a great deal of oversight and they also have the need to coordinate with all the MPO’s.  

Beutler asked for further explanation on this the State’s concerns.  Brienzo explained that NDOR’s is the 
administrative arm of this federal process and are very concerned with coordinating all the MPO 
programs on the same update cycle. They do not want to create an additional burden on themselves of 
MPOs. I believe the annual process also fits in to the federal funding cycle and the state 1 & 6 process. 

NDOR has asked the Lincoln MPO to demonstrate why they want to move to this biennial TIP so they 
can see what efficiencies can gained and they would like this presented at the annual MPO coordination 
meeting in December. Lincoln is to present their case and then see if the other MPOs can adopt the 
same two-year process.  

Brienzo noted that there are fewer concerns with the UPWP but this discussion will take place at the 
same time.  Krout added that this appears to be easier to do with the other MPOs being on track.   

Other topics for discussion 

Hornung asked Esposito for a report to the City Council on the 56th Street project.   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:18 p.m. 

** Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the  
Metropolitan Planning Organization Officials Committee. ** 

ma/mb 
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