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MEETING MINUTES

Technical Committee Meeting
Friday, November 10, 2009

10:30 a.m.
Room 113

Members Present:  Greg MacLean, Public Works/Utilities; Roger Figard, Randy Hoskins,
Public Works/Utilities/RTSD; Marvin Krout, David Cary, Planning; Don Thomas, Doug Pillard,
County Engineering; Brian Praeuner, StarTran; Chris Schroeder, Health Department; Ron
Schlautman, Rich Ruby, Nebraska Department of Roads; Ken Vice, Pedestrian and Bicycle
Advisory Committee.

Others Present: Michael Piernicky, Olsson Associates; Mark Lutjeharms, Schemmer
Associates, Jesse Poore, Felburg Holt & Ullevig; Terry Gibson, Raitis Tigeris, Brad Zumwalt,
Kaine McClelland, Brian Johnson, Nebraska Department of Roads; Thomas Shafer, Susie Filipi,
Public Works/Utilities; Mike Brienzo, Michele Abendroth, Planning.

Roll call and acknowledge the “Nebraska Open Meeting Act”.

The meeting was called to order at 10:34 a.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was
acknowledged.

Review and action on the draft minutes of the September 10, 2009 Technical Committee
meetings.  
Figard moved approval of the September 10, 2009 Technical Committee meeting minutes,
seconded by Thomas.  The motion carried unanimously.

Review and action on the draft minutes of the October 30, 2009 Special Technical
Committee meeting minutes.
Krout moved approval of the October 30, 2009 Technical Committee meeting minutes, seconded
by Thomas.  The motion carried unanimously.

Briefing on the adopted Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization “Management Plan”
and related organizational structure
Brienzo informed the Committee that the Management Plan was recommended by the Technical
Committee and adopted by the Officials Committee in September 2009.  The Plan included input
by the City, County and State.  It replaces the Prospectus that had been in place for years.  It
updates the structure of the Technical Committee and Officials Committee and adds
Subcommittees to aid the Technical Committee in program review.  It includes a clear definition
of the Metropolitan Planning Area and a map was included.  The plan reviews the required
documents that the MPO is held to and includes the Long Range Transportation Plan, the
Transportation Improvement Program, the Unified Planning Work Program, the Public
Participation Plan, the Congestion Management Plan and an annual listing of obligated projects,
as well as the annual certification.  A key element is that we took a fresh look at the structure of
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the Technical Committee.  There will now be a Ttri-Chair of Planning, Public Works and County
Engineering.  The chair of the committee will rotate.  This has also added the Parks Director to
the Committee and the Planning Department Principal Planner.  The Chair of the Pedestrian and
Bicycle Advisory Committee has been added as a non-voting member. 

Schlautman asked when the Memorandum of Understanding will be updated.  Brienzo stated that
it will be part of the TMA Certification Review.  Krout stated that it is likely it will be reviewed. 
Brienzo believed that this is to be taken up by the Administrative Subcommittee and will be one
of the first items to be addressed.  

Review of Stakeholder comments on the Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization draft
“Public Participation Plan” and action to initiate the 45 day public review period
Brienzo stated that the Public Participation Plan was brought before the Technical Committee in
September.  The Technical Committee recommended changes at that time and the Plan was
taken the stakeholders in the community. The Appendix shows the list of stakeholders that were
contacted for input. I believe there are over 200 stakeholders on our list.  The Plan has been
updated reflecting the recommendations received.  We received comments from two individuals,
both representing neighborhood associations.  

Cary made a motion to initiate the 45-day public review period, seconded by Figard.  The motion
carried unanimously.

Briefing by the Federal Highway Administration on the FHWA/FTA report on the “Joint
Certification Review of the Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization Corrective Action
Work Plan
Brienzo stated that the final report came to the MPO in September and was presented to the
Officials Committee on September 24.  He would like to set an agenda for getting the action
items completed.  

Figard asked if there is some value in having FHWA come in and let Committee members ask
questions regarding what they are requesting and the interpretation of their comments.  Brienzo
stated that he will contact FHWA in regard to that question.

Briefing on major transportation studies and projects within the Lincoln Metropolitan
Planning Organization Planning Area
Gibson updated the Committee on the urban six lane project at Waverly.  They are currently
reviewing two alternates for the interchange at NW 48th Street and I-80.  The six lane study
expansion started in 1999-2000.  In the study, they wanted to build a 76' depressed median in the
rural section.  In the urban section, they wanted to build a 28' median with a barrier.  Due to
construction costs, they proposed an 88' median.  Currently Greenwood to Mahoney is under
contract and should be completed in 2011.  Waverly to Greenwood should be completed in 2012. 
The section from I-80 to 77 has already been built.  Hopefully by the end of this year, they will
have three lanes in each direction from I-80 to 77.  They are asking for additional funding from
Waverly to 56th Street.  The last job is scheduled in the system.  

Gibson noted the reasons for this change.  With the South Beltway and the 77 south system
functional designation being changed, they were asked to take a look at what would happen on a
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freeway to freeway system.  They presented this concept to the City, and the City requested not
to build West O Street ramps, and use the saved dollars to build a new bridge over I-80 at NW
48th Street.  This required an Interchange Justification Report (IJR) to be done.  They hired
Olsson Associates to do the report.  They have picked two preferred alternates and they are fine-
tuning the alternates to come to a decision.

The interchange alternatives included a tight diamond, a diamond, a shifted diamond, a single
point, a parclo roundabout hybrid (short for partial cloverleaf interchange).  They have identified
two preferred alternates as the parclo and the diverging diamond.  The advantages of the parclo
include eliminating left turns, free flow to I-80, good driver expectancy, and 6 lane capacity is
maintained through the interchange.  The disadvantages are slow speed loops, more right-of-way
in northeast quadrant is needed, there are two entrances to I-80, more bridge width is needed in
each direction, and it is more costly.   The advantages of the diverging diamond are an increased
distance to US-6, eliminates left turn conflicts, less width on I-80 bridges, and less right-of-way
is needed.  The disadvantages are two lane on-ramps, ramp traffic must yield, driver expectancy
is a problem, skewed signalized intersections, 6 lane capacity is not maintained on NW 48th

Street, and signage is very important.  

In terms of the timeline, Gibson stated that NDOR, the City and FHWA will decide on a
preferred design, and the IJR will be completed in March or April of 2010.  NDOR will
supplement the EA document for six lane expansion by the end of the 2010 or early 2011.  The
City of Lincoln and NDOR will hold a public hearing in the summer/fall of 2011.  The City of
Lincoln must update planning documents to be compatible with ramp closures and added lanes. 
NDOR will complete the final design by the end of 2012.  

Krout asked if money will be available in 2013 if funds continue to come in at the same rate.
Gibson replied that it won’t if funds come it at the same rate.  Additional money will be needed.

Cary asked about the timing of the LRTP and these changes.  Gibson replied that he doesn’t
believe there is a conflict.  

Krout asked if NDOR is still in agreement with the swap of the costs of the project involving
NW 48th Street in exchange for O Street.  Gibson replied that they are because they looked at
some of the preliminary information, and they found they could leave the ramps in and get
service level D.  

Figard stated that they need to have a future discussion on the concern of the 6 lane project on
NW 48th Street and asked how that got in the plan.  Krout stated that when FHWA signed on as
appropriate, they had not yet amended NW 48th Street to include 6 lanes.  He believes the next
step is to convince FHWA to amend the plan. 

Other topics for discussion
Brienzo stated that there is a request for proposals (RFP) to update and enhance the travel model
in preparation of the Long Range Transportation Plan.  Proposals are due November 20.  There
was a public notice, a notice placed on the MPO web page, and a notice was mailed to approved
contractors.  
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Krout stated that the new NDOR oversight process that the MPO is required to go through to
contract for planning projects requires a level of detail far above what we see as necessary.  We
would like to talk to NDOR about simplifying the LPA process for planning activities and maybe
that would be a topic of discussion at the next group MPO meeting.  Schlautman stated that
FHWA would like NDOR to comply with the LPA process.

Cary updated the Committee on two projects.  They have received two Department of Energy
grants.  One is to look at the application of an on-street bicycle facility on M & N Streets.  They
have kicked off coordination with Public Works to look at possible designs.  They hope to
implement this next year.  The second project is to bring in staff from the Complete Streets
project and look at how to apply those policies and concepts locally.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

** Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the
Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee. **


