
Public Outreach 
The public outreach effort involved the use of multiple media sources as well as direct contact. Early 

in the application process, each of the small towns in Lancaster County was contacted by email and 

regular mail to gauge the level of interest in participating in the project. Seven towns responded to 

this initial request for consideration and staff from Planning visited those towns to introduce the 

concept for the workshop and request the town’s support. Five of those towns supported the 

application by sending letters of support which accompanied the application materials. 

After the announcement of the Citizens’ Institute on Rural Design award was announced, a press 

release was made with the announcement and emails were sent to all of the village and city clerks, 

as well as to the core resource team members; Lancaster County Board of Commissioners and 

Lancaster County Extension Office of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  

A list of key contacts was developed to include clerks, key agencies with rural concerns, academic 

institutions, public schools, religious institutions, and non-profits. Contacts were encouraged to 

include information in newsletters, bulletins, and on websites. Contacts were also encouraged to 

suggest additional contacts and to share any information in which they thought others may have an 

interest. 

Planning developed a web page (www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/mytown) and Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/mytownlancaster) to use for electronic communication. Extensive email lists 

were used to get information out to the general public. 

During the planning phase of the project, direct contact was made with 11 of the 12 small towns, 

with only Raymond declining to respond in any way. Davey invited Planning to attend a meeting to 

discuss their participation, but did not commit. Post cards were sent to every residence in Davey, 

asking for people to participate, but none responded, so Davey did not move forward with the 

process. Roca and Sprague also invited Planning to attend board meetings and did not commit. 

Postcards were sent to residents of Roca, but Sprague declined that option. Neither ended up having 

representation at the workshop. Additionally, Malcolm was not represented after their sole volunteer 

had to withdraw due to personal circumstances. A total of 7 towns were represented at the 

workshop. 

Four press releases were made to a large list of media contacts. Several articles were published in 

local papers and on electronic news publications. The project was also included in at least three 

newsletters. 
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