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F
our years ago, the Planning
Department converted from
relying entirely on paper

files to a computerized database
for tracking development
applications, called Permits
Plus. Now, that information
is being placed online for
access by applicants,
agents and the
general public. You
will be able to find
out where and when
applications were
submitted and when they
are scheduled for public hearings,
review the staff reports prepared
for the hearings and see their status
– in progress, approved, or denied.
You will be able to search for
applications by providing
application numbers if you know

them; addresses or tax parcel numbers; type
of applications; applications submitted
within a range of dates; or applications

within a certain geographic area. You can
access this new service, which we
call PATS (Planning Application
Tracking Service), by going to the

Interlinc or Planning Department
homepage and entering keyword
“PATS”.

If you see our yellow and black zoning
sign on a property in a certain
location and want more
information, you can simply visit

lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: yellow) to
find a map of the City/County with markers
where these signs currently are posted. Just
click on the icon in your location of interest
to obtain more information about the
application that is in progress at that
location.

T
he West Haymarket Action Team (WHAT), a joint venture between the City and 2015
Vision, continues its efforts to implement construction of an arena/convention
center/hotel complex in the railyard area west of the Haymarket. Other

redevelopment and recreational opportunities also are planned for this area. The first step in
this process is to declare this area “blighted” in accordance with State law. The Planning
Commission is scheduled to review a blight study for the West Haymarket area at its August
29 meeting. Next month, the Commission is expected to consider an amendment to the
Downtown Redevelopment Plan to include this area in the plan. This will allow for Tax
Increment Financing and other tools to aid
in the development efforts. WHAT has
been investigating a host of technical
issues related to this plan, including
circulation and parking, floodplain
management, wetlands preservation,
archeological investigations, railroad
operations, facility size and configuration,
economic feasibility, and facility size and
configuration. For additional information
on these efforts, click on “West Haymarket
Implementation” on the Planning
Department’s homepage.
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� . Reception halls for events such as weddings, parties and community meetings
are permitted today as accessory uses to restaurants and hotels in the City’s business/
commercial zoning districts. But they are only allowed as a primary use in the B4 district
downtown and the industrial zoning districts. Staff and the Planning Commission have
recommended that the City Council approve amendments that define this use and permit it
conditionally in the City’s business/commercial districts. The Council is expected to act on
this amendment on August 20.

. After a year of experience with these new
requirements, staff is suggesting some modifications to increase flexibility and provide
clearer language. Ornamental trees will be allowed to substitute for shade trees on a 2:1
basis; ornamental grasses will be allowed to substitute for shrubs; and more deciduous shrubs
will be allowed instead of coniferous ones. An accompanying amendment to the zoning text
will delete duplicative language specifying a six-foot landscape strip requirement along
parking lots from the zoning text. The requirement will remain in the design standards,
where it potentially could be waived by administrative action under some circumstances.
The Planning Commission recommended approval of these amendments on August 15, and
the City Council is expected to consider these amendments September 17.

Social halls

Landscape/screening requirements
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. The Planning Commission heard a request August 15 to
consider allowing restaurants serving alcohol to be permitted more easily in most of the
City’s business/commercial districts. Today, all establishments selling alcohol for on-site or
off-site consumption must meet minimum spacing requirements from residential districts,
and in most zoning districts, obtain a special permit after public hearing and Planning
Commission action. The proposed amendment would allow restaurants with no more than
40 percent of sales from alcoholic beverages to be allowed conditionally in these zoning
districts. Special permits would still need to be obtained to operate a bar or for any
establishment selling alcohol for off-site consumption. The City Council is expected to hear
this proposal on September 10. For more information, contact Brian Will in our office.

Restaurants serving alcohol

P
lanning staff has been busy
init iat ing and reacting to
numerous code amendments in

recent months. Approved changes
include the elimination of setback
requirements in the northeast and
southeast corners of the City’s B4
zoning district, which covers
downtown and portions of
Antelope Valley. This will allow
for the same type of development
flexibility in those areas as exists
today for the rest of the area covered
by B-4 zoning.

The County Board approved a new
section in its zoning code that will
allow for racetracks to be approved by
special permits in agricultural or
industrial zones. The provision

includes special conditions which call for
spacing of these operations from sensitive
land uses and noise standards to control the

impact on any nearby residences.
The County Board could waive

these conditions if
circumstances warranted on a
case-by-case basis. The
adoption of this new section
allowed the County Board to
consider an operation

proposed for Highway 77 near
Davey, but the applicant

decided to withdraw his
application after the Board approved

the code amendment. A new application
for soil mining has been submitted for this
property.

Pending changes include:
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The public is invited to an open
house Tuesday, August 28 to
review and comment on the draft

of the Coordinated Public Transit-Human
Services Transportation Plan.
The open house is from 4:30
to 6 p.m. at the Bennett
Martin Public Library
Auditorium, 14th and “N”
Streets.

Key elements in the plan
include:

an assessment of
transportation needs for
individuals with
disabilities;

older adults and persons
with limited incomes;

an inventory of available
services that identifies
areas of redundant service
and gaps in services;

strategies to address the identified gaps
in service; and

priority implementation strategies.

The Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation
Plan was created to guide the future use of three sources of federal
transit funds: the Elderly and Disabled Transportation Program,
the Job Access and Reverse Commute Program and the New

Freedom Program. Projects
funded by these programs are
required to be a part of a local
plan.

The draft plan was developed
by the Community Services
Initiatives – Basic and
Emergency Needs Coalition
for the Lincoln Metropolitan
Planning Organization. It is
available on the City Web site
at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword:
MPO), by sending an e-mail
request to
urbandev@lincoln.ne.gov, or
by calling (402) 441-7606.
Copies also are available at
Bennett Martin Public Library.
Written comments can be

submitted through Wednesday, September 5 through the MPO Web
site; through e-mail to urbandev@lincoln.ne.gov; or by mail to
Urban Development Department, CSI Transportation Plan, 808
“P” Street, Suite 400, Lincoln, NE 68508.
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COUNTY INVENTORY OF HISTORIC RESOURCESCOUNTY INVENTORY OF HISTORIC RESOURCES

T
he Nebraska State Historical Society is contracting with the firm
Mead & Hunt, Inc. to conduct a "reconnaisance-level" survey of
historic properties in Lancaster County, outside the zoning

jurisdiction of Lincoln. This firm has conducted numerous County-wide
surveys for the Historical Society, as well as completing two

neighborhood surveys in
Lincoln last year. Mead &
Hunt will begin its fieldwork
in September with a public
meeting to explain the project.
The Planning Department will
assist the Historical Society and Mead & Hunt to integrate the
findings with our GIS data bases and maps. We will gain important
information on County-wide historic resources and also will develop
methods for linking our extensive historical files on Lincoln properties
with our system.


