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Height Limits
AMENDED

he City Council on
December 17 approved
amendments to the
standards for the four highway
commercial zoning districts,
increasing the maximum building
height from 45 feet to 55 feet. The
applicant wanted this height for a
proposed new hotel along I-80.
Staff and Planning Commission
recommended expanding the
> amendment to apply to six zoning
districts, noting the market trend
toward taller hotel buildings with
architectural projections at roof
level. The amendments include a
provision requiring any portion of the
building exceeding the current maximum
height to be set back an additional foot for
each additional foot in height, if along a side
or rear yard adjoining a low-density
residential zoning district. The City Council
considered but rejected the recommendation
to extend this amendment to the B2 and B5
business districts, deciding that the current
process by which Council can approve
height waivers on a case-by-case basis in
those districts was more appropriate. For
more details on the amendments, type in
CZ07057 in PATS (Planning Application
Tracking Service) on our department’s Web
page, or contact Brandon Garrett on our staff
for more information.

Restaurants
Serving Alcohol

he City Council recently considered a

request to amend the zoning ordinance

for the older commercial zoning districts
to change the way that alcohol sales for on-site
consumption are treated. Currently, any “on-
sale” use in these districts must be located at
least 100 feet from a residential zoning district,
church, park or day care facility, and each use
must be approved by the Planning Commission
as a special permit, through a public hearing
process with notification to
neighbors. The proposed
amendment, which was
supported by staff and the Planning
Commission, would have
distinguished restaurants by
definition from “bars” and treated
alcohol sales accessory to a restaurant
as a conditional use, with a lesser
distance requirement and limited
operating hours, but not requiring a
special permit. The Council was not
comfortable with this proposal and
returned it to the Planning
Commission for further study.
Shortly after that action, a local |
restaurant owner submitted his own |
amendment, similar to the original |
proposal but retaining the
requirement for a special permit.
The Planning Commission voted
to approve this request (6-2),
and the Council is scheduled
to hear the item on January 7.

Calling for Comp Plan
Amendments

he Planning Department has initiated the new annual

cycle of reviewing the Comprehensive Plan/Long

Range Transportation Plan for possible amendments
and assembling a new six-year City Capital Improvement
Program. As part of that review, we invite proposals from any
individual or organization to amend the future land use map,
the growth tiers map, or any other maps or text in the
Comprehensive Plan. The submission deadline for these
proposals is February 1. You can find the invitation letter,
with details on how to submit your proposals, on the
department’s Web page under Director’s Corner. The
Planning Commission is scheduled to review these
documents and hold public hearings in May.
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C ity staff, consultants and a citizen task force have completed a report on their review of the City’s design

standards for outdoor lighting. The report includes recommended new standards that more clearly and

effectively meet the key objectives of the task force: safely and efficiently lighting outdoor areas at
night while minimizing glare and light pollution. Staffis available in January and February to brief interested
parties on the proposed new standards and listen to their comments and suggestions, before bringing them
forward for formal review. You can find the final report with the recommended new standards on the
department’s Web page, or contact Tom Cajka on our staff for more information.

Neighborhood Mobility Audit Completed

From April to November 2007, City of Lincoln staff teamed-up with stakeholders in the
College View neighborhood to improve the transportation options for pedestrians, bicyclists,
bus riders and automobile drivers. The study process involved a diverse group of neighborhood

stakeholders including residents, students, businesses and representatives of local institutions.
Staff from Planning, Public Works and Utilities, Urban Development, Parks and Recreation and two
consultant firms assisted in the development of this report, which was financed with federal funds
reserved for transportation planning. The College View Neighborhood Mobility Audit Final Report,
which is available on the City's Web site (keyword: cv), identifies the strategies and initiatives
identified during this effort that intend to improve the neighborhood by making College View more
walker-biker-rider-driver friendly. Enhancing these mobility options through achievable project
initiatives and improvements for the neighborhood will strengthen the neighborhood, encourage
healthy living, increase safety and enrich the quality of life and economic viability of the area.

Specific recommendations include the need to establish an active neighborhood organization;
improve the pavement on 48th Street through the City's Pavement Rehabilitation Program;
retain on-street parking; add a turn lane on 48th Street between Bancroft and Pioneers
Boulevard; install a roundabout at the Pioneers and 48th Street intersection; install curb bulb-
e outs at pedestrian crosswalks; install bike racks on StarTran buses; establish additional

9 bike routes in the neighborhood; bury above-ground LES electrical lines along 48th
- Street; and pursue streetscaping opportunities.
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Another specific goal of this effort was to build public-private partnerships for
continuing collaborative action and investment in the neighborhood. At the
conclusion of this process, the formation of an active neighborhood and
business association was under way.
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