
Beginning next month, the Planning Department will require that plan and 
plat drawings and other written materials filed with all applications be 
submitted in PDF format. The ePlan Submittal process will use web-based
technology with the necessary plug-in software available at no cost to
applicants.

This is a major step in converting the application and internal agency 
review process to a paperless system. Advantages include the following:

You can enter ePlan as the keyword on the City's homepage to find out 
more about this service improvement. You also can offer suggestions via 
the “Comments Board.”

Applicants and their agents no longer have to deliver 30 
copies of paper drawings to our office. 

Staff members no longer have to spend time folding and 
mailing all those copies to other departments and agencies 
for review. 

Reviewers will no longer have to wait several days for the 
drawings to arrive.

Planning will no longer have to wait several more days for 
the drawings with the reviewers' comments to be returned to us.

Applicants and agents will be able to access a digital project 
file via the Internet to review the comments on their projects.

The use of digital vector files will enhance the quality and 
timeliness of agency reviews by providing computerized 
access to pertinent databases for comparison and analysis.

We'll save trees!

The City Council and 
County Board will have a
joint public hearing to
consider amendments
to the City-County
Comprehensive Plan as
recommended by the
Planning Commission at 
5:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 
14, 2009 in the Council 
Chambers of the County-
City Building, 555 South
10th Street.  Planning
Commission changes can 
be found under 
Comprehensive Plan 
Annual Review on the 
Planning Department's 
Web page. The changes 
include the following:

A new section has
been added to recognize
the importance of
sustainability in 
development policies.

Criteria have been
added concerning 
proposed acreage 
additions in rural areas.

The need for additional 
full-service satellite
police stations to 
improve service
is noted.

It clarifies the
categories of parks in
the City.
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The section on signs in the City zoning ordinance (27.69) has long been recognized 
by its users as especially difficult to decipher. Staff has been working on amendments 
to the rules for commercial on-premises signs to make them simpler and easier to 
read and to better meet the purposes of the ordinance. The proposed new code, which 
is scheduled to be considered by the Planning Commission at its June 17 meeting 
includes the following:

It eliminates small differences in standards for groups of similar zoning districts.

It eliminates redundant language and groups the language under
General Provisions. 

It eliminates the distinction between “ground” and “pole” signs and regulates
sign height for “freestanding” signs.only 

The rules for freestanding signs are now in table form.

Some allowable sign heights are increased in the newer commercial districts.

Some sign heights are reduced in the older districts, where they are sometimes
out of scale with nearby development.

It removes some terms that were undefined and unclear, adds new definitions
and clarifies existing ones. 

Uniform distance requirements are established for illuminated signs near
residential zones. 

It clarifies that a noncommercial message is allowed on any sign that is
permitted to be installed and used for commercial on-premises messages. 

Limitations are removed on the time duration for temporary signs used to
advertise non commercial messages. 

Standards are relocated from the separate City Code chapter governing sign
installation and fees (22.05) into the sign section of the zoning chapter. 

This summer the
Planning Department is
combining volunteer
with paid staff to update
critical land use and
building area data for
the Lincoln area.  Such
data are routinely used
by Planning and other
City departments to
track local development
patterns and to project
future service needs.
For example, building
area data – measured in
square feet – becomes
input into the
metropolitan traffic
modeling process.  The
traffic model utilizes
such data to calculate
future travel demand
(i.e., number of trips)
across the entire
community.  This data
aids staff and elected
officials in programming
road improvements over
the next twenty years.
When the commercial
area survey was
completed several years
ago we inventoried a
total of nearly 47 million
square feet of space.
This year's effort also
involves collaborating
with the Downtown
Lincoln Association
(DLA) to gather floor
area data on buildings
in Lincoln's core.

50 sq. ft.
15 ft. tall

100 sq. ft.
25 ft. tall

The  and a  are available on the department's 
Web page for your review.  Contact Christy Eichorn on our staff (441-7603) if you 
have any questions or suggestions for staff.
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http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/study/sign.htm
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/study/sign.htm

