
MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY
March 14, 2011

Tracy Corr started the meeting at 5:35 P.M. Monday, March 14, 2011, in the Mayor’s
Conference Room, County/City Building, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Eighteen citizens and fifteen staff attended:

Tracy Corr 40  & A St NA Jeff Schwebke Arnold Heights NAth

Sue VanHorn Country Club NA Carolyn Brandle Eastridge NA

Paula Rhian Everett NA Dianna Wright Highlands NA

Myrna Coleman Highlands NA Scott Richert Indian Village NA

Alene Swinehart Irvingdale NA Dennis Hecht Meadowlane RA

Scott Hofeling Ridge South Scott Zager Southwood NA

Bill Vocasek West A NA Fred Freytag Witherbee NA

Jayne Sebby Woods Park NA Nancy Intermill Midtown Village

Wayne Svoboda Volunteer Partners Liz Lange Parks Foundation

Jonathan Cook City Council Randy Hoskins Public Works

Jerry Shorney Parks & Rec David Bomberger Parks & Rec

Dave Allder Parks & Rec Jim Portis Parks & Rec

Matt Mittelstadt Parks & Rec Chris Myers Parks & Rec

Wynn Hjermstad Urban Development David Ensign Urban Development 

Alex Leonard Stronger, Safer Chris Thomsen Stronger, Safer

Lin Quenzer Mayor’s Office Jon Carlson Mayor’s Office

Mayor Beutler

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Tracy Corr opened the meeting and asked the participants to introduce themselves.
Attendees checked in on the sign-in sheet.

Jon Carlson distributed information on Lincoln Energy Challenge and a nomination form
for Environmental Leadership Awards.  (See handouts.)

MAYOR’S COMMENTS
Mayor Beutler briefly mentioned he spent much of his time the past few weeks on
legislative bills in the Unicameral that directly affect the City’s budget process.



PARKS LONG GRASS POLICY – PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
Jerry Shorney, Assistant Director, Parks and Recreation Department, presented
information on the Long Grass Policy.  Parks and Recreation Department has more than
6,000 acres of park land.  In 2004, they mowed about 2,300 acres.  To reduce costs, they
evaluated passive areas in the parks.  They started two programs: Prairie in the Park and
Long Grass in the Park.  This year, Parks will mow about 1,600 acres because
neighborhood parks probably will have some long grass areas.  They will continue to mow
on a 14-day cycle the high activity areas: picnic, shelter, ball field, play and playground
areas.  They will mow the long grass areas about twice a year.  (See handout.)

Jerry distributed information on the long grass areas in parks within the four districts.  The
information compares Total Park Area with Long Grass Area.  (See handouts.)  Citizens
who have questions or complaints about the long grass should contact their district office:
Jim Portis, NW – 402-441-7958 Chris Myers, NE – 402-441-7887
Dave Allder, SW – 402-441-7891 Matt Mittelstadt, SE – 402-441-7890
Additionally, they may contact the Parks and Recreation Department at 402-441-7847.
They also may e-mail to parks@lincoln.ne.gov

Jerry fielded questions and comments from the Roundtable.

Liz Lange, President of Lincoln Parks Foundation, presented information on the
foundation’s work (see handout).  A new mini-grant program will help the Parks and
Recreation Department during these difficult fiscal times to fund mowing, landscaping, etc.
This program provides grants up to $500.  The Foundation will mail the information to the
neighborhood associations this week.  Groups may apply between April 1 and May 13.  

Liz fielded questions and comments from the Roundtable.

PROPOSED ACCESS MANAGEMENT POLICY – PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
DEPARTMENT
Randy Hoskins, Assistant City Engineer, Public Works and Utilities Department, presented
a PowerPointe slide show on the proposed Access Management Policy (available at:
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/docs/pdf/access-mgmt-ppt.pdf).  For three years, the City
has worked to develop this proposed policy.   The DRAFT document is available at:
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/docs/pdf/access-mgmt.pdf

Access management is controlling vehicle movements onto and off streets to maintain
peak safety and efficiency of the transportation system.  The PowerPointe presentation
covers the proposed policy.  

Public Works will hold public information meetings from March through May 2011.  They
will present the policy to the Planning Commission on July 29, 2011.  On July 18, 2011,
they will introduce it to the City Council who will hold a public hearing on the policy on
July 25, 2011.  The goal for an approved and adopted policy is August 2011.

Citizens may comment on the website:
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/docs/access-mgmt.htm

Randy fielded questions and comments from the Roundtable.



SET APRIL AGENDA
The next meeting of the Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable is Monday, April 11, 2011,
5:30 P.M., in the Mayor’s Conference Room, County/City Building, 555 South 10th Street,
3  floor.  Next month’s agenda will include the Mayor discussing the impact of legislativerd

bills on the budget process and a presentation on the LES Energy Incentive Program.

ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 6:27 P.M.
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