
MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY
August 13, 2012

Tracy Corr started the meeting at 5:33 P.M. Monday, August 13, 2012, in the Mayor’s
Conference Room, County/City Building, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Twenty-one citizens and seven staff attended:

Tracy Corr 40  & A St NA Jeff Schwebke Arnold Heights NAth

Bob Reeves Clinton NO Sue VanHorn Country Club NA

Ann Bleed East Campus CO  Carolyn Brandle Eastridge NA

Pat Anderson-
Sifuentez

Everett NA Paula Rhian Everett NA

Dianna Wright Highlands NA Myrna Coleman Highlands NA

Scott Richert Indian Village NA Larry Evermann Irvingdale NA

Dennis Hecht Meadowlane RA William Carver Near South NA

Kent Prier Taylor Park NA Luci Prier Taylor Park NA

Bill Vocasek West A NA Fred Freytag Witherbee NA

Russell Miller Lincoln N-hood
Alliance

Shirley Schoening
Scheuler

LPS/CLCs

Jacob Grell CLCs Chris Connolly City Law

Wynn Hjermstad Urban Development Dave Ensign Urban Development

Lin Quenzer Mayor’s Office Jon Carlson Mayor’s Office

Milo Mumgaard Mayor’s Office Mayor Beutler

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Tracy Corr opened the meeting and asked participants to introduce themselves. 
Attendees checked in on the sign-in sheet.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Witherbee Park celebration and sculpture dedication, Sunday, August 26, 2012,
4:30 P.M.  46  and O Streets.th

Everett Neighborhood Festival, Sunday, August 26, 2012, 5:00 to 7:00 P.M.  E Street
between 11  and 12  Street.  (See Attachment 1.)th th

Scrap Tire Collection, Saturday, October 13, 2012, 7:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.  Airpark
Industrial Area.  (See Attachment 2.)

MAYOR’S COMMENTS
Mayor Beutler mentioned the new two-year budget.  No property taxes increases.  No
major cuts to City programs.  No use of one-time money for on-going expenses.
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/mayor/media/2012/080812.htm



The Mayor opened a discussion on water use restrictions.  He fielded questions and
comments from the Roundtable.  (See Attachment 3.)

PROBLEM PROPERTIES
Jon Carlson, Mayor’s Aide for Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods, and Chris Connolly,
Assistant City Attorney, discussed developments in the City’s Problem Properties policy.
(Refer to Roundtable Meeting Summary 4/9/12.)  Over the past few years, the City has
taken several steps to address exterior conditions on problem properties.  The City
adopted and uses the International Property Maintenance Code - the code family for
heating, plumbing, building, etc.  The City increased fines for code violations ($200.00 -
1  violation, $250.00 - 2  violation, and $300.00 - 3  violation).  Since August, 2010,st nd rd

the City adopted Performance-Based Inspections (Attachment 4) that rewards compliant
properties with fewer inspections, but penalizes non-compliant properties with more
frequent inspections and inspection fees.  This performance-based process shifts the
focus from inspections to problem properties (condition) and also shifts the cost of the
inspections (performance).  The property owner now pays the cost of additional
inspections on non-compliant property.

For enforcement, the City continues to use the criminal judicial process seeking fines for
code violations.  The City also uses the civil judicial process seeking court injunctions
after three code violation convictions.  See the 4/9/12 Meeting Summary for an
explanation of injunctions.  Recently, the City identified an abandoned property and was
able to acquire and demolish it.  Working with a non-profit, a new single family owner
occupied residence was constructed in its place.

Jon and Chris opened a discussion with the question: What do we do with properties
that continue to fail?  (The box in lower right corner of Attachment 4.)  What additional
steps should the City take?  The City is considering the following plan.  (1) Create a new
status - neglected property.  (2) Law sends a legal notice identifying this new status to
property owner and outlining the legal process.  (3) The City will assess a registration
fee to a neglected property to recoup actual costs for this process.

Jon also raised the question: Should the City have a time frame within which the interior
of Red-Tagged properties must be brought back up to code and made fit to live in
again? Some properties receive a Red-Tag placard declaring them unfit for human
habitation because of interior defects (bad wiring, no water/sewer, insect infestation,
severe rot, mold, etc).  Currently, as long as no one attempts to live in the house, the
owner is under no obligation to make it habitable again. 

Jon and Chris fielded questions and comments from the Roundtable.

SET SEPTEMBER AGENDA
The next meeting of the Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable is Monday, September 10,
2012, 5:30 P.M., in the Mayor’s Conference Room, County/City Building, 555 South
10th Street, 3  floor.  Next month’s agenda will include a discussion aboutrd

Game-Day/Weekend Rentals.

ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 6.43 P.M.
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