
MAYOR=S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY 
October 8, 2012 

 
Tracy Corr started the meeting at 5:33 P.M. Monday, October 8, 2012, in the Mayor=s 
Conference Room, County/City Building, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 
Ten citizens and four staff attended: 
 

Tracy Corr 40th & A St NA Jeff Schwebke Arnold Heights NA 

Bob Reeves Clinton NA Sue VanHorn Country Club NA 

Ann Bleed East Campus CO Carolyn Brandle Eastridge NA 

Myrna Coleman Highlands NA Larry Evermann Irvingdale NA 

Dennis Hecht Meadowlane Area Bill Vocasek West A NA 

Lin Quenzer Mayor’s Office Jon Carlson Mayor=s Office 

Meghan Sullivan Stronger, Safer, 
Neighborhoods 

Wynn Hjermstad Urban Development 

Sarah Erdlen reEnergize 
Program 

Mayor Beutler   

    

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Tracy Corr opened the meeting and asked participants to introduce themselves.  
Attendees checked in on the sign-in sheet. 
  
MAYOR=S COMMENTS 
Mayor Beutler distributed a handout with announcements pertaining to voter registration 
and national Fire Prevention Week (see handout) and then fielded questions.  
Roundtable participants discussed water restrictions with the Mayor and asked about the 
status of the Pershing proposals including time line.  
 
STREET ART/PAINTED INTERSECTIONS 
Tracy Corr reviewed the application process and the street art experience of the 40th and 
A Neighborhood.  The application (see attached) is not difficult but does need at least 
one month lead time to get through the City’s approval process that includes Urban 
Development, Health, Planning and Public Works and Utilities.  Painting has to be 
completed within a certain temperature range; the best time is late spring or early 
summer.  Projects are limited to local streets.  Designs can be simple or complex but 
cannot be a distraction to drivers.  Costs are minimal and include the $50 City permit fee.  
Tracy’s neighborhood got materials donated including paint, brushes, rags and buckets.  
There must be approval from all property owners adjacent to the street art location and 
60% of property owners along the street frontage within 300 feet must also approve. 
Tracy stated that there have been many positive benefits including traffic slowing down, 
the involvement of neighbors, decrease in graffiti and vandalism, building neighborhood 
pride, and involvement of students at Randolph School.  The application is available on 
the City’s website:   www.lincoln.ne.gov  keyword:  street art.   
  

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/


David Landis, Urban Development Department Director, described how street art 
became a reality in Lincoln.  Projects had been seen in the northwest part of the country; 
it was suggested to Mayor Beutler who liked the idea, and the City Council passed an 
ordinance establishing the process.  Designs are a concern:  we do not want it too 
realistic, nor do we want distracted drivers trying to read text or study the design.  The 
pay-off is what goes into making the art happen: communities coming together to work on 
the project and building pride in their neighborhood.  Dave reminded Roundtable 
members about Urban Development’s Neighborhood Mini-Grant Program for low- and 
moderate-income neighborhoods.  Up to $1,500 is available for projects resulting in a 
lasting visual effect.  Painted street art projects are a good use of these funds.   
 
Discussion followed regarding a renewal process for touching up completed projects.  
No renewal process currently exists.  It was suggested that a renewal process be 
established and that it include the safety and environmental requirements but not the 
neighborhood approval process since that was completed for the original application.  
 
MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE MINUTES  
Tracy announced that Urban Development staff are no longer available to take monthly 
Roundtable minutes.  Discussion followed pertaining to the need for minutes since 
Roundtable is not a decision-making body.  Participants agreed minutes are nice to have 
for those unable to attend a meeting.  The group decided:  1) agendas will have contact 
information included for any guest speakers so Roundtable members unable to attend will 
know who to contact for more information; and 2) each month, a Roundtable attendee will 
volunteer to take notes.  Notes will be brief and in the form of bullet points.  Members 
agreed to give this process a try and see how it works.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Sarah Erdlen with the reEnergize program announced a new fundraising opportunity 
through reEnergize.  The program will pay neighborhood associations $100 for every 
household that the association refers to reEnergize and that completes an energy 
conservation upgrade (see attached information).  Neighborhood associations are 
required to obtain a DUNS number, complete a w-9 and a Memorandum of 
Understanding with reEnergize.  For assistance or for more information, contact Sarah at 
402-441-7658 or sarah@reenergizeprogram.org.  
 
Jeff Schwebke with the Arnold Heights Neighborhood Association announced the 2012 
Scrap Tire Collection event Saturday, October 13, 2012 from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the 
Lincoln Airport (see handout). 
 
SET NOVEMBER AGENDA 
The next meeting of the Mayor=s Neighborhood Roundtable is Monday, November 5, 
2012, 5:30 P.M., in the Mayor=s Conference Room, County/City Building, 555 South 10th 
Street, 3rd floor.  Tracy noted that this is a week earlier than usual due to the Veteran’s 
Day holiday on November 12th.  Tracy will work on the agenda.   
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 6.42 P.M. 
 

mailto:sarah@reenergizeprogram.org
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