
MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY
October 10, 2011

Tracy Corr, Chairperson, started the meeting at 5:38 P.M. Monday, October 10, 2011, in
the Mayor’s Conference Room, County/City Building, Lincoln, Nebraska.

Fourteen citizens and seven staff attended:

Tracy Corr 40  & A St NA Russ Irwin Clinton NOth

Sue VanHorn Country Club NA Carolyn Brandle Eastridge NA

Paula Rhian Everett NA Nick Hernandez Havelock NA

Doug Kerns Havelock NA Dianna Wright Highlands NA

Myrna Coleman Highlands NA Scott Richert Indian Village NA

Larry Evermann Irvingdale NA Dennis Hecht Meadowlane RA

Bill Vocasek West A NA Russell Miller Lincoln Neighhood
Alliance

Thomas Shafer Public Works Christy Eichorn Planning Dept.

Wynn Hjermstad Urban Development David Ensign Urban Development 

Meghan Sullivan Stronger, Safer Jon Carlson Mayor’s Office

Mayor Beutler

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Tracy Corr opened the meeting and asked participants to introduce themselves.  Attendees
checked in on the sign-in sheet.

Tracy announced Recycle, Lincoln! Lincoln Recycles Day, November 12, 2011.  See
Attachment 1.  

Carolyn Brandle announced UN-L Big Event, Saturday, April 21, 2012, 9:00 A.M. to Noon.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS
Mayor Beutler mentioned the election of DiAnna Schimek to the City Council.  She took the
oath of office today replacing the late Jayne Snyder.  He also commented on the
appointment of Council Member Gene Carroll to the West Haymarket Joint Public Authority
(JPA) replacing the late Jayne Snyder.

The draft Lincoln Corporate Partnership Plan for marketing Lincoln public assets for
increased revenue is available at:  http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/mayor/pdf/lcppd-20110923.pdf.
Rick Hoppe discussed this plan at the July, 2011 Roundtable.  The Mayor requested citizen
feedback on the various proposals especially from neighborhood groups.



Mayor Beutler announced the LPlan2040 joint City Council/County Board public hearing,
Tuesday, 10/18/11, 5:00 P.M., Council Chambers, County/City Building, 555 South 10th

Street, Lincoln.

The Mayor fielded questions and comments.

STREET PROJECTS FUNDED WITH WHEEL TAX – THOMAS SHAFER
Thomas Shafer, Design/Construction Manager, Engineering Services, Public Works &
Utilities Department presented information on street projects funded with the new wheel
tax.  The wheel tax is adopted at the local level, pursuant to State Statute 18-1214, which
authorizes cities and villages to levy a tax to be paid to the County Treasurer and to be
credited to a ". . . road fund of such city or village. Such fund shall be used by such city or
village for constructing, resurfacing, maintaining, or improving streets, roads, alleys, public
ways, or parts thereof or for the amortization of bonded indebtedness when created for
such purposes." (http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/docs/wheeltax.htm)

The increase in wheel tax this year provides an additional $400,000 for residential street
rehabilitation.  Upon full implementation of the wheel tax, the residential street rehabilitation
annual funds double from the current $1 million annually to $2 million annually.  Currently,
they are vetting the list of possible projects.  Public Works will let bids between November
2011  and January 2012 and post the list of projects on the web site.

The increase in wheel tax this year provides an additional $800,000 for arterial street
rehabilitation. $9.3 million of federal stimulus funds and $6 million budget funds
accomplished a lot of arterial street rehabilitation.  This year, arterial street rehabilitation
will focus downtown in the approximate area bounded by K Street to R Street, 10  Streetth

to 16  Street.  This project will be 2" milling of the surface.  Public Works will let bids in theth

same time frame as the residential street rehabilitation.

In areas outside of the downtown project, contractors will use a new process, micro-
surfacing, to save $10 for each $1 spent.  Micro-surfacing removes less than 3/4" of
surface before re-paving.  This process seals cracks in the surface before they become
larger and problematic and more expensive to repair.  Additionally, micro-surfacing takes
about an hour if no further, more serious repairs, are needed.  The projects for micro-
surfacing total 8 miles around Lincoln.

Finally, the increase in wheel tax provides additional funds for new construction and major
overhaul work. The approved budget designated about $2.5 million of the wheel tax to this
area.  This work will focus on the priority list in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)
within the Comprehensive Plan.

Wheel tax money no longer pays for snow removal.  General fund pays for snow removal
based on the franchise fee from Lincoln Electric System (LES).

Thomas fielded questions and comments from the Roundtable.

PARKING REQUIREMENT FOR FRATERNITIES & SORORITIES - CHRISTY EICHORN
Christy Eichorn, Planner I, Planning Department, presented information on parking
requirements for fraternities and sororities.  See Attachment 2.  Prior to 1979, fraternities &



sororities were not a regulated use.  During the 1979 zoning change, the City established
the current parking requirements.  A recent review identified the gender discrepancy in the
current code.  A survey of other college communities revealed no consistent standard for
determining parking for fraternities and sororities.

The Planning Department proposes this text change to require fraternities and sororities
provide parking at 0.75 spaces per resident, or 0.50 spaces per resident when within 600
feet of a university.  Fraternities and sororities operate only within R-6, R-7 and R-8 zoning.
Existing fraternities and sororities will be grandfathered.  

This proposed text change is not yet scheduled for hearing by the Planning Commission.

Christy fielded questions and comments from the Roundtable.

SET NOVEMBER AGENDA
The next meeting of the Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable is Monday, November 14,
2011, 5:30 P.M., in the Mayor’s Conference Room, County/City Building,
555 South 10th Street, 3  floor.  Next month’s agenda will include a presentation on userd

groups by Christy Eichorn, Planning Dept.

ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 6:33 P.M.
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