
MAYOR=S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY 
November 5, 2012 

 
Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, November 5, 2012 in the Mayor’s conference 
Room, County/City Building, Lincoln, Nebraska.   
 
Twenty citizens and four staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr -- 40th & A St NA Jeff Schwebke -- Arnold Heights NA 

 Sue VanHorn -- Country Club NA Ann Bleed -- East Campus CO 

 Carolyn Brandle -- Eastridge NA Pat Anerson-Sifuentez – Everett NA 

 Ruth Johnson – Hartley NA Kurt Elder – Haymarket Assn 

 Myrna Coleman -- Highlands NA Scott Richert – Indian Village NA  

 Larry Evermann -- Irvingdale NA Dennis Hecht -- Meadowlane Area  

 William Carver -- Near South NA Kent Prier -- Taylor Park NA  

 Luci Prier -- Taylor Park NA Chris Cashmere – West A NA 

 Mike Fitzgerald -- Witherbee NA Fred Freytag -- Witherbee NA 

 Russell Miller – Lincoln Neigh. Alliance Lin Quenzer -- Mayor’s Office 

 Jon Carlson -- Mayor=s Office Wynn Hjermstad -- Urban Development Dept 

 Meghan Sullivan -- Stronger, Safer,    Shirley Schoening Scheuler – LPS/CLC  

    Neighborhoods Brent Meyer – Weed Control Superintendent 

 Chris Beutler -- Mayor 

 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Tracy began with a welcome and called for introductions. The room was filled and extra 
chairs had to be brought in. Tracy asked for a volunteer to prepare meeting notes.  Ann 
Bleed volunteered. Attendees checked in on the sign-in sheet. 
  
MAYOR=S COMMENTS 

Mayor Beutler reported that the financing for phase 1 of the new ice center is now in 
place. Construction will begin this spring.  
 
The Mayor also said he had received four proposals for redevelopment at 21st and N 
Street. He indicated he has not had time to review these proposals.  
 

Finally, the Mayor urged us to help get people out to vote and encourage them to vote for 
the bond to improve the city’s storm sewers. He pointed out that a bond issue was the 
only way the city had of funding these much needed improvements. 
 
WEED CONTROL – BRENT MEYER, SUPERINTENDENT OF WEED CONTROL 

The main speaker was Brent Meyer, Superintendent of the City County Combined Weed 
Program. His comments and slides can be found in the documents attached to these 
notes. Mr. Meyer did an excellent job of explaining: 

 The benefits of combining the City of Lincoln’s Weed Abatement Program and the 

Lancaster County’s Noxious Weed Program; 

 Why it was important to control weeds and worthless vegetation; 



 Who is responsible for weed control, the restrictions in place, and how they are 

enforced in Lincoln and Lancaster County; 

 How multiple agencies get involved to enforce these and other health and welfare 

related restrictions through the Problem Resolution Team;  

 How in some cases, such as a garden of native plants, what appears as a weed to one 

person, is a natural area to another;  

 What plants are particularly invasive and need to be identified early before they 

spread; and 

 How to join the new Weed Watcher Team.  

 

Following the presentation, members of the roundtable asked how the City deals with 
overgrown trees and trees like mulberry trees. Mr. Meyer said there is no ordinance 
dealing with trees, with the exception pertaining to trees that are threatening the structure 
of a building or that are otherwise a health or fire hazard. Trees growing in chain link 
fences are a particular problem. He said there may be of a way of addressing certain 
species of trees, but if such an ordinance were passed, it would need to also be funded. 
For now, more education about trees and weeds in general would be helpful. The Mayor 
asked if bio-controls were considered to manage weeds. Mr. Meyer pointed out that the 
most invasive weeds are imported from other countries and in their native countries, there 
are natural controls. The problem is that there are no such controls in this country.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Gene Hanlon, our recycling coordinator, announced that the Solid Waste Planning 
Committee was holding an open house on the Solid Waste Plan 2040 on November 13, 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Lincoln Lancaster Heath Department (Training Room) at 
3140 N Street.  

 
SET DECEMBER AGENDA 
The next meeting of the Mayor=s Neighborhood Roundtable is Monday, December 10, 
2012, 5:30 P.M., in the Mayor=s Conference Room, County/City Building, 555 South 10th 
Street, 3rd floor. The discussion topic for the meeting will be focused on what projects are 
underway downtown. 
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 6.45 P.M. 
 
 
Submitted by Ann Bleed 
 






















