
MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY 
February 10, 2014   

 
Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, February 10th, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor’s 
Conference Room, City/County Building, in Lincoln, NE. 

Sixteen citizens and six staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr – 40th & A NA   Bob Reeves – Clinton NO 
 Rifka Keilson – Country Club NA  Paula Rhian – Everett NA 
 Ed Kelley – Far South NA   Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA 
 Scott Richert – Indian Village NA   Amy Karabel -- Irvingdale NA  
 Dennis Hecht – Meadowlane Area RA  William Carver – Near South NA  
 Mike DeKalb – University Place CO   Fred Freytag – Witherbee NA 
 Lin Quenzer – Mayor’s Office  Jon Carlson – Mayor’s Office  
 Milo Mumgaard – Mayor’s Office  Adam Rhoads – Health Department  
 Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development Department  Russell Miller – Lincoln Neigh. Alliance 
 Shirley Schoening Scheuler – Lincoln Public Schools  Mike Renken – Neighbor®Works-Lincoln 
 Sheree Goertzen – Neighbor®Works-Lincoln Chris Connolly – City Law Department 
 Mayor Beutler 
 
Welcome & Introductions, Volunteer to Take Notes 
Tracy welcomed attendees and called for introductions. Adam Rhoads volunteered to take notes. 

Mayor’s Comments 
In 2014 the Mayor’s Office will be looking at how infrastructure projects are put together. As the next 
two-year budget cycle approaches, participation is needed from neighborhood associations. 

The Mayor is considering proposing a package of infrastructure improvements to Lincoln residents, with 
a potential vote in November 2014. Input from residents and neighborhoods will be requested. For 
example: Should infrastructure improvements be made? If yes, which improvements? Potential 
neighborhood improvements include: sidewalks, parks and roads.  The south beltway could also be 
included.  Should the City add a new sales tax to help pay for the improvements?  

The proposal would not involve matching funds.  Municipalities have the authority to levy a sales tax for 
infrastructure improvements, if so approved by voters.  A trade-off with existing property tax could also 
be involved. 

Neglected Buildings Draft Ordinance Presentation 
The proposed ordinance focuses on vacant problem properties in the community; properties with a 
deteriorating appearance, declining value and attracting unsavory characters. The ordinance would be 
a tool for making neighborhoods better by addressing long-term vacant eye-sore properties. Currently, 
solutions are missing for managing these vacant and neglected residential properties. Commercial 
buildings are not covered in the ordinance.  Buildings in-between tenants are also not considered. 
Through the ordinance, financial pressure is placed on the owner to properly manage the property. The 
proposed ordinance fills in a gap, addressing buildings not considered dangerous. Dangerous buildings 
are already covered by City Ordinance.   

The main points of ordinance are: 



 Definition of neglected building. 

 It is the duty of the owner to register a neglected building and create a plan for remedy.  The 
registration fee is $500. The City will register the property if the owner fails to do so. 

 A resident agent must be assigned as a local contact. The agent is not responsible for the 
property. 

 There are penalties, up to $500, for failure to register a building.  Penalties are enforced every 
90 days an owner fails to register. Total fees per year cannot exceed $4,000. 

 Properties can be removed from the registration list if certain conditions are met. 

 An appeal process is in place (takes 30-60 days). 

Approximately 50-100 buildings will fall under this ordinance.  A completed draft of the proposed 
Neglected Building Ordinance is expected to be considered by City Council in March.  See 
Attachment 1.  

 
Goodwill Neighborhood Challenge Presentation 

The 2nd Annual Challenge is a great opportunity for neighborhoods to tie in with garage sales and 
community cleanups.  Winner neighborhoods receive funding for community improvement projects. 

There are two rounds, but each neighborhood can only participate in one round.  Top two teams in 
each round receive funding. 

Neighborhoods win by donating the most pounds of material to Goodwill.  Neighborhoods have to 
donate at least 2,000 pounds to participate.  See Attachment 2. 
 
Next Month 
The next meeting will be on March 10th. Potential topics include Earth Day celebrations.  Tracy will 
review her list and possibly add more items.  

Reminder: If LPS is closed on a day the Mayor’s Roundtable is to be held, the meeting will be 
cancelled. 
 
Additional Handouts:  
Attachment 3: 2014 Abraham Lincoln Birthday Celebration  
Attachment 4: Keep Lincoln-Lancaster County Beautiful Neighborhood Workshop 
 
Submitted by Adam Rhoads 
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