
MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY 

August 11, 2014   

 

Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, August 11, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference 
Room, City/County/Building, in Lincoln, NE. 

Attendance  
Fourteen citizens and five staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr – 40th & A NA   Jeff Schwebke – Arnold Heights NA 
 Rifka Keilson – Country Club NA  Paul Johnson – East Campus CO  
 Paula Rhian – Everett NA  Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA 
 Larry Evermann – Irvingdale NA   Dennis Hecht – Meadowlane Area RA 
 William Carver – Near South NA   Bill Vocasek – West A NA 
 Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development Dept. Russell Miller – Lincoln Neigh. Alliance 
 Adam Rhoads – Health Department  Sheree Goertzen – Neighbor®Works-Lincoln
 Mike Renken -- Neighbor®Works-Lincoln  Christy Eichorn – Planning Department 
 David Cary – Planning Department  Carl Eskridge – City Council  
 Mayor Beutler  
  

Welcome & Introductions, Volunteer to Take Notes 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 by Chairwoman Corr.  Everyone introduced themselves. 
Adam Rhoads agreed to take notes.  
 

Mayor’s Comments 
The 2014 – 2016 Budget is in the approval process. The Mayor is pleased to get some funding into 
areas that had previously been cut or were lacking necessary funds. 

The sales tax increase that would have helped fund streets, sidewalks and parks has been tabled, as 
the City Council could not reach an agreement that put a proposal on the November ballot.  It may be 
a couple years before this proposal comes back into play. In the meantime, less funding will be going 
into those community improvement areas. 

The Problem Property ordinance passed on a 7-0 vote. 

reFORM Proposal  
Christy Eichorn, Lincoln-Lancaster Co. Planning Department     

reFORM is a set of design standards for achieving consistency with redevelopment in the community.  
It includes some necessary zoning changes. An example of the positive impact of the program can be 
seen in recent downtown development. 

To find out more information on reFORM go to lincoln.ne.gov and type “reform” in the search box (or 

use this link: http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/long/reform/reform.htm).  Details now available 
include: 

1. Executive Summary: proposed and recent changes are included.  Changes were made to the 
B1 zoning district “Neighborhood Commercial District” around neighborhoods.  This limits 
business types by being prescriptive and will help provide wanted retail services in 
neighborhoods.  In addition, old B1 zoning becomes B3. 

2. Legislative Changes: shows all changes in City Code. 

3. Commercial Design Standards Handbook.  This is a visual handbook that illustrates the 
preferred standards compared to development without design standards.  

These new standards are secondary to standards that cover health, safety and welfare.   

http://lincoln.ne.gov/
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/long/reform/reform.htm


Comments from the public are needed by the end of the summer.  Meetings with those who are 
affected by zoning changes will take place in September.  Also see Attachment 1. 

Proposed 2014/15 – 2019/20 Capital Improvement Program (CIP)  
David Cary, Manager, Long Range Planning Division, Lincoln-Lancaster Co. Planning Department 

This CIP is for 2014/2015 – 2019/2020. It follows the LPlan 2040, the City’s comprehensive plan, and 
is an outcome-based budgeting process. Projects are all evaluated based on conformity to LPlan 
2040.  The first two years of the CIP are also the actual capital budget. 

The CIP is overseen by an advisory committee, which sends proposals to the Planning Commission 
for review. Projects are divided between public works and non-public works categories. Public works 
projects include: StarTran, streets & highways, broadband infrastructure, watershed management, 
water supply, wastewater, and solid waste. Non-public works projects include: Pershing demolition, 
public safety (911 system), libraries, LES, Urban Development, and Parks & Recreation.   

This CIP has been produced in a new format. It is a better, more readable document and is available 
online, with good interactive mapping through the CIP viewer.  

See http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/long/cip/2014-20/index.htm. 

Next Month 

Possible topic for the September meeting: Lincoln’s homeless population and the resources available 

to balance homeless population needs and neighborhood/community needs, especially in the public 

interface – i.e. panhandling on public sidewalks and/or occupation of City parks.   

Submitted by Adam Rhoads 


















