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WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY (JPA) 
Board Meeting 

February 26, 2016 
 
 
Meeting Began At: 2:31 P.M. 

 
Meeting Ended At: 2:49 P.M. 

 
Members Present:  Chris Beutler, Tim Clare, and Carl Eskridge  
 
 
Item 1 - Introductions and Notice of Open Meetings Law Posted by Door 
 
Beutler advised that the open meetings law posted at the entrance to the room is in effect. 
 
Item 2 - Public Comment and Time Limit Notification 
 
Beutler advised the audience that public comment is welcome and explained the time limit.   
 
Item 3 - Approval of the minutes from the JPA meeting December 10, 2015 
 
Clare moved approval of the minutes as presented.  Eskridge seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried 3-0. 
 
Item 4 - WH 16-1 Resolution approving and authorizing the Chair to execute two 
Environmental Covenants subjecting certain JPA owned properties to activity and use 
restrictions to ensure protection of human health and the environment by minimizing the 
potential for exposure to contamination that remains on the properties and to ensure that 
the properties are not developed, used or operated in a manner incompatible with the 
approved NDEQ environmental remediation under taken by the JPA. (Rick Peo) 
 
Rick Peo introduced the Environmental Covenants.  Peo stated similar documents for the east 

flank (the railyard) were previously approved by the Board.  These covenants are for the north 

flank (festival space) and the west flank (land west of the relocated BNSF tracks). These 

Environmental Covenants are mandates from the Nebraska Department of Environmental 

Quality (“NDEQ”) pursuant to the remediation plan activities that have been approved.  The 

Covenants are designed to protect the public health, safety and welfare by restricting certain uses 

per standard language required by the NDEQ.  Clare questioned if the covenants are consistent 
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with other environmental clean-up done throughout the West Haymarket Area. Peo responded 

that all of the properties are under one plan. Eskridge questioned what no further actions means 

to which Peo responded once the remediation ends the covenants are placed on the property to 

insure the remediation is not impaired.  The no further action letter gives a level of confidence 

that no further remediation will be required. Jane Kinsey presented questions to which Beutler 

and Peo responded accordingly.  Eskridge stated this is all land that was formerly the railyard of 

the Burlington Northern Railroad where things were spilled over time, which contaminated the 

land and this contamination is now being remedied.  Frank Ulharik confirmed the same. There 

being no further discussion or public comment, Eskridge moved approval of the resolution.  The 

motion was seconded by Clare.  The motion for approval of the resolution carried 3-0. 

Item 5 - WH 16-2 Resolution to approve Amendment No. 13 to the Agreement for 
Environmental Remediating Consulting Services between Alfred Benesch & Company and 
the JPA to include project management under existing Task 1, implementation of the 
Environmental Contingency Plan (ECP) for providing support during construction 
activities impacting remedial systems and established environmental covenants under 
existing Task 6; and preparing plans and specifications for the cleanup of contamination at 
the Alter South site under Task 31. (Frank Uhlarik) 
 
Frank Uhlarik presented this Agreement to the Board stating a variety of tasks are being 

supplemented.  This Agreement will be the last amendment to the Agreement which is needed to  

finish clean-up to the Alter site.  $36,000 of the $77,000 goes to continue monitoring of the 

Canopy Lofts Site that still has some residual petroleum.  The amount of residual petroleum 

continues to decline and it is anticipated that in the next year or so NDEQ will allow closure of 

the site.  Jane Kinsey presented questions to which Frank Uhlarik responded accordingly.  There 

being no further questions or public comment, Clare moved approval of the resolution.  The 

motion was seconded by Eskridge.  The motion for approval of the resolution carried 3-0. 
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Item 6 - Set Next Meeting Date 
 
Without objection, the next meeting date was set for Thursday, March 24, 2016 at 3:30 p.m. in 
the City-County Building, First Floor, Council Chambers. 
 
Item 7 - Motion to Adjourn 
 
Eskridge moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Clare.  The meeting adjourned at 2:49 p.m. 
 
 
 
     Prepared by: Kasey Simonson, City Law Department  




