
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
 MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2006

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113

I. MAYOR 
1. NEWS RELEASE - EMS Priorities. (See Release) 
2. NEWS RELEASE - Kick-Off of Rose Garden Campaign. (See Release) 
3. Washington Report, April 7, 2006. (See Report)

II. DIRECTORS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
1. Letter to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Public Building Commission - Prohibition of

Concealed Weapons, Signage. (See Letter)

COUNTY CLERK
1. Letter from County Clerk re: Resolution 05-0109, RUTS, Rural to Urban Roadway

Transition Streets Program. (See Letter) (Also Distributed in City Council Packets)

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE  - Hazardous Waste Collection Scheduled for April 22, 2006. (See

Release)
2. NEWS RELEASE - Public Health Air Quality Alert.  (See Release)

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Vavrina Meadows 26th Addition Final Plat #06021 Recording and Fees.  (See Letter)

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Proposed Amendments to the Planning Commission Rules and Procedures. (See

Memorandum)

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
1. ADVISORY - L55X and Cornhusker Highway Intersection Safety Project, # 702185.

(See Advisory)
2. ADVISORY - Public Open House. Stormwater System Improvement Project,

#702200. (See Advisory)

III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP
1. Email from H. Arnold Wassenberg, RE: Privatize ambulance service. (See Email)
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2. Email from Roberta Poppe, RE: Thanks for all work on the ambulance service. (See
Email)

3. Email from Anand V. Rau, RE: New proposal for responsible driving in Lincoln.
(See Email) 

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 
1. Request to Steve Hubka, Budget Officer - RE: Weeks ago the City currently had

deficit of $6 million-What is it now? - RFI#4 - 04/12/06    

DAN MARVIN 
1. Response from Marvin Krout, Planning Director, RE: RFI #2 - 04/06/06. Annexation

Agreements. (See Response) (NOTE: Also listed on the Director’s Addendum for
Monday, April 10, 2006)   

PATTE NEWMAN
1. Email expressing courtesy by city employees. (See email)

V. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Email from 3612 South 75th Street RE: Weapons and Community. (See Email) 
2. Letter from The Lerner Company, Dennis Thaemert, RE: Thanks for a very positive

experience. (See Letter)  
3. Letter from LeAnna Shike, RE: Thanks for opportunity to speak at City Council

Meeting. (See Letter)
4. Letter Regarding Concealed Weapons Law. (See Letter)  
5. Article Received Complimenting Lincoln’s Recycling. (See Article)
6. Email from Tammy Hurlbut, RE: Return the ambulance service to private company.

(See Email)
7. Email from Zemis Sedriks, RE: Oppose change of zone #06012. (See Email)
8. Letter from Fred L. and Janet M. Matulka, RE: Ambulance reforms? (See Letter) 
9. Email from Wayne Boles, RE: Award to companies of Telesis, Inc. (See Email)

         Emails/letter in support of relocation of Glenn Hillhouse’s CARSTAR business:
(10) Email from Darin Rich. (See Email)
(11) Emails (2) from Bill Fagerberg. (See Emails)
(12) Email from Robert Schurtz. (See Email) 
(13) Letter from Earl Carter Company. (See Letter)

          14. Emails from Terry Bundy, LES, RE: Laramie station stockpile status and graph. (See
Emails)

          15. Letter to Bob Boyce from Mayor Seng, RE: Enthusiasm for bike lanes plan. (See
Letter)

           
VI.  ADJOURNMENT
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
House panel clears national franchise bill.  By 
a vote of 27-4, the Telecommunications and 
the Internet Subcommittee of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee cleared 
legislation that would allow cable television 
providers to operate under a national 
franchise.  The lopsided vote belies the deep 
divisions that were revealed as the 
Subcommittee spent the better part of a day 
wading through 26 amendments and engaging 
in vigorous debate over a number of issues. 
 
Dubbed “The Communications Opportunity, 
Promotion and Efficiency Act of 2006 
(COPE),” the bill is largely designed to ease 
the entry of regional bell operating companies 
such as AT&T, Verizon and BellSouth into 
the cable television market.  Under the bill, 
any company seeking to provide cable 
television service could do so under a 
national franchise administered by the 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
and would not have to obtain a franchise from 
a local government.  In addition, the bill 
would allow incumbent cable television 
providers to abandon their local franchises 
and seek a national franchise the instant a 
competitor begins providing service to a 
single customer in a local franchising area. 
 
The bill includes language requiring payment 
of a five percent of gross revenue franchise 
fee to local governments plus an additional 
one percent for PEG channels and in-kind 
services.  It also includes language affirming 
the authority of local governments to manage 
their public rights-of-way.  However, local 
government organizations criticize the bill, 
saying that the bill’s definition of “gross 
revenue” would rob local governments of 
franchise revenue, that the lack of 
enforcement provisions would stymie their 
ability to manage their public rights-of-way 
absent a local franchise and that the bill 

includes a giant loophole that would exempt 
“information services” from the payment of 
franchise fees or right-of-way regulation. 
 
The Subcommittee adopted a substitute 
amendment offered by Subcommittee 
Chairman Fred Upton (R-MI) that he says 
addresses the concerns of local governments 
(local government organizations haven’t seen 
it yet).  However, local government advocates 
on the Subcommittee disagreed and 
vigorously pursued amendments designed to 
keep local governments whole. 
 
The Ranking Member of the full Committee, 
Rep. John Dingell (D-MI) began the markup 
with a strong defense of local government 
concerns and a classic display of 
parliamentary skill as he forced the 
Subcommittee’s Counsel, Upton, and full 
committee Chairman Joe Barton (R-TX) to 
answer a slew of difficult questions designed 
to demonstrate the bill’s flaws.  Most notably, 
Dingell produced a letter he received from 
AT&T saying that the cable television service 
they plan to role out nationally will 
technically be an “information service” not 
subject to any of the bill’s requirements 
regarding payment of franchise fees and 
regulation of public rights-of-way.  Barton 
(R-TX) acknowledged the letter but 
responded that the bill’s intent is clear 
regardless of what AT&T attorneys claim. 
 
Dingell’s display came as the Subcommittee 
debated an amendment offered by Rep. Anna 
Eshoo (D-CA) that would bring “information 
services” that are cable television under the 
bill’s purview.   The amendment was defeated 
on a largely party line vote of 13-17. 
 
The committee also defeated, 11-22, a 
Dingell amendment that would have required 
new cable television providers to gradually 
build out their service to all parts of a local 
franchising area.  Dingell, joined by Eshoo 
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and Subcommittee Ranking Member Ed 
Markey (D-MA), argued that absent his 
amendment only wealthy, suburban 
neighborhoods would receive the benefits 
of competition and improved service.  
Barton and Upton countered that build out 
requirements were necessary when cable 
was a monopoly but that the market will 
take care of build out with competition.  
Rush added that low-income households 
are heavy consumers of cable television 
and that they would thus receive 
competition and upgraded service. 
 
Another Dingell amendment, designed to 
give local governments enforcement 
authority in rights-of-way disputes, failed 
by a party line vote of 14-16.  Opponents 
argued that it would give local 
governments too much power, saying that 
many local governments abuse their right-
of-way authority to discriminate among 
providers.  Rep. Mike Doyle (D-PA) 
offered a similar amendment that would 
give local government enforcement 
authority in consumer complaints but 
withdrew it after obtaining a commitment 
from Barton to work on the issue. 
 
The Subcommittee did approve, by voice 
vote, an amendment offered by Rep. 
Michael Bilirakis (R-FL) designed to give 
local governments more leverage in 
collecting franchise fees.  The 
Subcommittee also engaged in a vigorous 
debate over the bill’s “net neutrality” 
provisions.  The bill would prohibit the 
outright banning of any legal content from 
an Internet provider’s network but would 
allow them to give preference to certain 
content.  In addition there were strong 
disagreements on the Subcommittee 
regarding whether the FCC would be as 
useful a forum to resolve consumer 
complaints as City Hall. 
 
In the end, only Dingell, Markey, Eshoo 
and Doyle voted against the bill.  However, 
the Subcommittee markup revealed there 
are concerns about the bill’s potential 
effect on local governments, consumers 
and content providers.  These concerns will 
only deepen as the bill proceeds through 
the House, especially if local governments, 
content providers and consumer groups 
feel that their concerns are not being 
addressed. 
 
The full Energy and Commerce Committee 
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is scheduled to consider the bill week of 
April 24, immediately after the two-
week congressional recess. 
 
BUDGET 
House leaders fail to get agreement on 
budget resolution.  The House of 
Representatives left Washington for a 
two-week break this week without 
having a final vote on the FY 2007 
budget resolution.  GOP leaders felt that 
they did not have enough votes to 
approve the measure and were unable to 
unravel intra-party differences among 
the conservative and moderate wings of 
the party, as well as the Appropriations 
Committee. 
 
With Democrats united against the 
budget resolution, Republican leaders 
could not afford too many defections and 
opposition by a majority of any one of 
the above-mentioned groups would have 
scuttled the measure on the floor.  As has 
been mentioned in previous weeks, 
conservatives have been insisting on 
tight budget caps, as well as a reform 
package that would place restrictions on 
“emergency” spending for disasters, 
institute rules on the earmarking process, 
and create line-item rescission power for 
the President.  Moderates, on the other 
hand, were demanding an additional $7.2 
billion in spending for domestic 
discretionary programs similar to a 
package approved by the Senate last 
week.  Appropriators, for their part, 
opposed the reform package pushed by 
conservatives. 
 
House leaders have not announced 
whether they will try to bring a budget 
resolution to the floor after the recess.  
However ,  the  Appropr ia t ions 
Committees have indicated that they will 
proceed with their FY 2007 spending 
bills with or without a resolution using 
the President’s domestic discretionary 
budget cap of $873 billion (see March 31 
Washington Report for additional 
details). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMIGRATION 
Senate falls short on immigration 
package.  Hours after bi-partisan Senate 
leaders announced that a deal had been 
completed to allow a final vote on a 
comprehensive immigration bill, the 
compromise faltered over disagreements 
related to parliamentary procedure.  
With Senators scheduled to begin a two-
week recess today, there is fear that the 
carefully crafted compromise will 
unravel as public opinion of the deal is 
allowed to solidify. 
 
At issue was a compromise deal on guest 
worker provisions in the bill that was 
brokered by Senators Chuck Hagel (R-
NE) and Mel Martinez (R-FL) that 
would create three levels of the 11 to 12 
million illegal immigrants currently 
residing in the U.S.  Those immigrants 
that have been in the country more than 
five years would be allowed to stay and 
obtain a green card in six years, those in 
the country between two and five years 
would be eligible for temporary work 
visas, but would have to obtain them 
through one of 20 ports of entry, and 
those in the country less than two years 
would be required to return home and 
could apply for a temporary work visa 
with no guarantee that it would be 
granted. 
 
While Democrats agreed to the deal, 
they feared that Republicans would offer 
amendments to the compromise that 
would change its provisions.  In fact, 
Senators Jon Kyl (R-AZ) and John 
Cornyn (R-TX) indicated their intention 
to do just that.  Democrats had also 
asked Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist 
(R-TN) to announce who he would 
choose as his representatives to a House-
Senate conference committee on the bill 
prior to final vote being taken in the 
Senate, something that is rarely done 
prior to passage of a bill.  Democrats are 
concerned that some Senate GOP 
conferees might be inclined to support 
the more stringent House bill (HR 4437) 
and scuttle the hard-fought Senate 
compromise. 
 
As a result, Senate Minority Leader 
Harry Reid (D-NV) used a number of 
parliamentary tactics to slow progress of 
the bill and deny the consideration of 
amendments, making it difficult for any 



 

more votes to be taken prior to the Spring 
recess. 
 
FLOOD CONTROL 
House subcommittee considers levee 
inspection program.  The Water Resources 
and Environment Subcommittee of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee held a hearing this week on 
legislation (HR 4650) that would create a 
federal levee inspection program and 
inventory. 
 
The legislation would direct the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to inspect every levee 
in the United States that it has constructed, 
as well as any additional levees identified 
by a state governor.  Levees that are 
determined to not pose a significant threat 
to human life or property could be 
excluded from the inspections.  Then, the 
Corps would submit an annual list of 
priority damaged projects and would also 
have to periodically publish an inventory 
of projects and inspection results. 
 
The bill would authorize $10 million per 
year from FY 2007 through FY 2011 for 
levee safety improvements.  A 
representative of the National Association 
of Flood and Stormwater Management 
Agencies testified at the hearing that the 
level of funding was much too low for an 
undertaking of that size. 
 
There is currently no Senate companion to 
HR 4650 and no further action on the bill 
has been scheduled in the House. 
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
Department of Health and Human 
Services: The Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration 
is soliciting applications for the 
Prevention of Methamphetamine Abuse 
program.  The program aims to help 
communities to expand prevention 
interventions and develop infrastructure 
to prevent, reduce, and delay the spread 
o f  me tha mphe ta min e  abuse .   
Applications are due May 16, 2006, and 
for more information, see: 
http://www.samhsa.gov/Grants06/RFA/S
P_06_005_prevmeth.aspx.  
 
Department of Health and Human 
Services: The Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration 
is accepting applications for the 
Targeted Capacity Expansion Program 
for Substance Abuse Treatment and 
HIV/AIDS Services program.  Funds are 
available for the outreach, pretreatment, 
and expansion of substance abuse 
treatment in conjunction with HIV/AIDS 
services in minority populations. Funds 
will be targeted to communities 
disproportionately impacted by 
substance abuse and HIV/AIDS.  There 
is $5.3 million available to award 
approximately eleven grants of up to 
$500,000 each year for no more than 
five years.  There is no cost share.  
Applications are due May 16, 2006, and 
the guidance can be found at: 
http://www.samhsa.gov/Grants06/RFA/
TI_06_010_tcehiv.aspx.  
 
Department of Transportation: The 
Federal Transit Administration, the 
Department of the Interior, and the 
Department of the Agriculture’s Forest 
Services jointly operate the new 
Alternative Transportation in Parks and 
Public Lands program.  The program 
aims to fund capital and planning 
expenses for alternative transportation 
systems in parks and public lands to 
reduce traffic delays and noise and air 
pollution that detract from the visitor’s 
experience and from the protection of 
natural resources.  There is $21.7 million 
available for grants.  Applications are 
due May 5, 2006, and for more 
information, see: 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/17973_18187_E
NG_HTML.htm.   
 

  
  
  







FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 10, 2006
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Beth Mann, Household Hazardous Waste Coordinator 

441-6235
Meghan Sittler, Environmental Health Educator
441-8084

CAUTION: SPRING CLEANING IN PROCESS

FIRST HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION

SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 22, 2006

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD) has scheduled the first of six

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collections on Saturday, April 22 , from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00nd

p.m. at State Fair Park, 4-H Youth Complex to assist Lincoln and Lancaster County residents in

disposing of household hazardous wastes.   The five events for households within Lincoln and

Lancaster County are scheduled through October 14  at several different locations in the city andth

county.  

Dates and times of the Household Hazardous Waste Collections in 2006 are scheduled as

follows:

Saturday, April 22: State Fair Park, 4-H Youth Complex 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Saturday, May 20: Pfizer Inc, 601 W Cornhusker Hwy 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.

Friday, June 9: Malcolm Fire Station, Malcolm 3 p.m.- 7 p.m.

Saturday, June 10: Nebraska Wesleyan University, 56  & Huntington 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.th

Saturday, September 9: Goodyear Tire & Rubber, 4021 N 56  St. 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.th

Saturday, October 14: State Fair Park, 4-H Youth Complex 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.

-more-



First Household Hazardous Waste Collection Scheduled
April 22, 2006
Page 2

“Many of the common items that you may find during your spring cleaning can pose

potential risks to your health, the health of your children and the environment if they are not

properly handled,” according to Meghan Sittler, Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

Environmental Health Educator, “So it is very important to always look at the labels of the

products you purchase and those that may be in your home or garage to identify words such as

caution, warning, flammable, danger and poison, which let individuals know care must be taken

in handling, storing and disposing of those products.”

Items accepted at the HHW collection include: turpentine, paint thinners, stains, polishes

and waxes, oil-based paints, pool cleaning chemicals, flea and tick powders, rodent poison,

charcoal starter fluids, mixed or old gasoline, mercury-containing items including thermometers,

upholstery cleaners, grease removers and brake and power steering fluids.  Items that can be

recycled locally and will not be accepted at the HHW collection include: latex paint, motor oil,

gas grill cylinders, electronics, computers and lead-acid, button, mercury and lithium batteries.

Wastes from businesses will not be accepted.

 For recycling information, advice on how to dispose of other items that are not accepted

such as medicines, fertilizers, explosives and ammunition, or for other information on the use

and disposal of hazardous products and alternatives contact the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health

Department at 441-8021 or log on to http://www.lincoln.ne.gov and search on keyword,

“households”.  

Please use this as an opportunity to help us in safeguarding the health of our community

and environment!

-30-

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov
http://www.ci.lincoln.ne.us/city/health/environ/pollu.


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 13, 2006

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Rick Thorson, Air Quality Supervisor, 441-6236

PUBLIC HEALTH AIR QUALITY ALERT

Agricultural burning in southern Nebraska and a large portion of eastern Kansas combined with

low velocity winds from the south are creating high levels of particulate matter in our air.  People

with asthma, emphysema, or other respiratory conditions should be aware that these conditions

may cause discomfort or other more severe reactions.  Strenuous outdoor activity should be

avoided if possible for individuals with respiratory health conditions.  LLCHD will continue to

monitor air quality and will provide updates as necessary.  The current weather pattern may

continue for the next several days, so the situation may be present for an extended period of time.

For additional information, please contact Rick Thorson at 441-6236.

###

























April 12, 2006

L55X and Cornhusker Highway
Intersection Safety Project

Project 702185

The City of Lincoln Department of Public Works and Utilities would like to take this
opportunity to invite you to an open house regarding the L55X and Cornhusker Highway
Safety Improvement Project.

On Thursday April 20, 2006 from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. at Dawes Middle School, 5130 Colfax
Avenue, Engineers from the Public Works and Utilities Department will be available to answer
questions about the safety improvement project that will modify the geometry of the
intersection and Cornhusker Highway by widening Cornhusker Highway to the south to allow
construction of dual left-turn lanes for the eastbound to northbound turn movement. A right
turn lane for the westbound to northbound turn movement will also be constructed and digital
message signs will be installed along Cornhusker Highway and L55X. Construction of the
project is tentatively scheduled to begin in the Fall of 2006. Members of the public may attend
anytime it is convenient between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. and will be able to get
information and provide input for the project which is currently in the design stage. 

If you cannot attend the open house and have questions, please contact the project
representatives listed below.

Kris Humphrey Erika Nunes
City of Lincoln City of Lincoln
Engineering Services Engineering Services
(402) 441-7592 (402) 441-5675

702185 Adv KH tdq.wpd



April 13, 2006

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
STORMWATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT

50TH AND “R” STREET
52ND AND “Q” STREET

PROJECT #702200

The public is invited to an open house from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Thursday, April 20, 2006
at the Villager Hotel, 52nd and “O” Street in the Plaza Room to discuss proposed stormwater
system improvements in the area of 50th and “R” and 52nd and “Q”.  There will be a formal
presentation at 5:15 p.m. and repeated at 6:15 p.m.

The projects are in the preliminary design stage and will address flooding issues that affect
streets and buildings during and after heavy rainstorms.  The project at 52nd and “Q” Street
will evaluate potential overland flow routes to the existing open drainage channel.  The project
at 50th and “R” Street will address flooding issues that impact vehicular and pedestrian traffic
in the immediate area.

Representatives from the City of Lincoln and HDR will be present to discuss the project and
answer questions.  The design team will be seeking public input on the proposed
improvements.

If you have any questions regarding the open house, please contact one of the following:

John Cambridge Holly Lionberger, City Project Manager
HDR Engineering Public Works and Utilities Department
(402) 742-2900 (402) 441-8400

702200 Adv HL tdq.wpd



campjon@aol.com 

04/10/2006 07:44 PM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: InterLinc: Council Feedback

For City Council distribution
 
Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: DO NOT REPLY to this- InterLinc <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
To: Jon Camp <jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 19:39:05 "GMT"
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
  Jon Camp

Name:     H. Arnold Wassenberg
Address:  8101 Dundee Dr.
City:     Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:    402-489-4645
Fax:      402-489-4659
Email:   

Comment or Question:
The committee report is a joke.  Raise the rate.  No brainer.  
Let's recommend 
that the city privatize the ambulance service like it was.  It 
will be 
faster,cheaper, and won't cost the taxpayers a dime.  Admit it, 
the city errored 
in taking over this business.

Didn't the fire chief stand before the council and say that if he 
could not make 
money ($500,000.00, I believe) he would resign.  Let's accept his 
resignation. 
If he is a honorable man, he will give it as promised.  If he is 
not an 
honorable man, fire him. 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any
attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information.  Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies
of the original message.



campjon@aol.com 

04/11/2006 12:59 PM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Ambulance Reforms

 Please share with my colleagues.
 
Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Roberta Poppe <rbpoppe@alltel.net>
To: campjon@aol.com
Sent: Mon, 10 Apr 2006 21:47:44 -0500
Subject: Ambulance Reforms

Dear Councilman Camp:
Just a quick note to say thank you for the work that you have done on the ambulance issue.  
Personally I have always felt that we should have left this service in private hands with oversight.
Again thanks for your diligence.
Sincerely
Bernard (Bernie) Poppe
6927 Old  Post Place
Lincoln,Ne 68506
488-7133



campjon@aol.com 

04/11/2006 12:44 PM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Reporting an observation of irresponsible driving in 
Lincoln AND A NEW PROPOSAL

History: This message has been replied to.

Tammy:
 
Please share this with my colleagues in their Thursday packet.
 
Jon 
 
Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Anand V. Rau <rauav@alltel.net>
To: lpd@cjis.lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov; mayor@lincoln.ne.gov; 'Michael Kastens' 
<mikek02@NEFB.COM>; jdousharm@alltel.net; 'Anand V. Rau' <rauav@alltel.net>
Sent: Tue, 11 Apr 2006 11:10:43 -0500
Subject: Reporting an observation of irresponsible driving in Lincoln AND A NEW PROPOSAL

Dated: April 11th, 2006 
To Who it May Concern 
I am writing to bring to your attention one observation of irresponsible behavior while driving 
on  the streets of Lincoln, NE.
Last evening (April 10th), about 7:20 pm I was driving northbound on 70th street on the outside 
(or right lane) on my way from my residence to Taekwondo Academy ( located at the 
intersection of 70th Street and Van Dorn).
As I came up to the intersection of 70th and Pioneers, proceeding Northbound, I was at the 
traffic light waiting for light to change to green.  At the traffic light, I was VERY concerned by 
what I observed: A young lady in a black Hyundai coupe (Nebraska Plate  11-J270) on the 
inside lane (left lane), also Northward bound on 70th street, was smoking a cigarette, speaking 
on a cellular phone, and attempting to drive all at the same time.
Those three actions (driving, smoking, and using a cell phone), taken individually, may be very 
well within that drivers right to exercise.  
However, the act of driving on public streets, in combination with holding a cigarette in 
one hand and a cell phone in the other hand, in my opinion, is a prime example of 
irresponsible behavior on public streets.  Such behavior have a high probability of posing a 
serious hazard to other users of the streets, both pedestrians and other vehicles.



In this email, I am merely trying to bring such behavior to your attention, the kind of which I 
find rather prevalent in Lincoln, NE.  
After having observed such behavior on Lincoln streets on numerous instances, I have decided to 
report the most egregious of such behavior through this channel to alert the Lincoln Police 
Department of their existence.  If nothing else, my reporting may serve to help LPD compile data 
for your own use, from requiring more officers or other resources to effectively enforce 
compliance with acceptable and responsible driving behavior.
A NEW PROPOSAL 
Further, I would like to make a suggestion on A NEW APPROACH TO ENFORCING 
RULES OF THE ROAD:  BY REWARDING GOOD DRIVING BEHAVIOR, 
ESPECIALLY AMONG THE YOUNGER CITIZENS OF LINCOLN
MY PROPOSAL CALLS FOR  A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN LPD, CITY OF LINCOLN, 
INSURANCE COMPANIES, AND LINCOLN RESTAURANTS  AND SIMILAR 
BUSINESSES(PIZZA, ICE CREAM/ COFFEE SHOPS  ETC) AS CO-SPONSORS OF THE 
PROGRAM.
I PROPOSE THAT LPD OFFICERS MAY HAND OUT COUPONS FOR FREE PIZZA OR 
SOME FORM OF A FREE "LUNCH" TO GOOD DRIVERS ON THE STREETS OF 
LINCOLN PICKED/OBSERVED AT RANDOM BY THE OFFICERS. 
  
THE OFFICERS WHO OBSERVE GOOD DRIVING BEHAVIOR CAN RECORD SUCH 
BEHAVIOR ON THEIR VEHICLE VIDEO CAMERAS, PULL OVER THE DRIVER, AND 
AWARD THEM A COUPON (FOR PIZZA OR COFFEE OR ICE CREAM) AND A 
CERTIFICATE DULY SIGNED AND DATED BY THE OFFICER.
TO QUALIFY FOR THIS "PAT ON THE BACK", THESE GOOD DRIVERS NEED TO 
FOLLOW ALL RULES OF THE ROAD AND, IN ADDITION, ALSO DEMONSTRATE 
COURTEOUS AND DEFENSIVE DRIVING BEHAVIOR.
THIS IS IN ADDITION TO THE STANDARD/EXISTING PRACTICE OF 
APPROPRIATELY CITING VIOLATORS OF THE LAW - FROM SPEEDING, 
RECKLESS DRIVING, ENDANGERING OTHERS, AND OTHER NON-COMPLIANT 
BEHAVIORS.  THE TICKETING WILL STILL CONTINUE.
I AM SURE THAT YOU WILL NOT BE GIVING OUT MORE THAN 4-5 COUPONS EACH 
DAY SPONSORED BY THE INSURANCE COMPANIES WHO INSURE THESE DRIVERS 
AND LOCAL BUSINESSES.
FURTHER, THE "AWARD-WINNING" DRIVERS MAY SUBMIT THEIR CERTIFICATES 
TO THEIR RESPECTIVE INSURANCE COMPANIES FOR "DEFENSIVE DRIVING 
CREDIT" (this is for the insurance companies to consider).
IF THERE IS AN INTEREST IN THIS APPROACH, I AM HAPPY TO VOLUNTEER IN 
HELPING TO  PULL THIS PROGRAM TOGETHER, WORKING WITH LPD, THE 
INSURANCE COMPANIES, AND CITY/STATE GOVERNMENT.
JUST AS WE USE POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT WITH OUR CHILDREN TO FOSTER 
GOOD CITIZENSHIP AND BEHAVIOR, I THINK THE SAME APPROACH CAN BE 
UTILIZED TO MAKE LINCOLN, NEBRASKA THE MOST COURTEOUS AND SAFE 
DRIVING COMMUNITY IN THE NATION.  WE SHOULD AIM FOR THAT GOAL 
AND WORK TOWARDS IT.
THIS COULD BE A WIN-WIN ARRANGEMENT FOR EVERYONE. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENT READING. 



Sincerely, 
Anand V. Rau, Ph.D. 
5510 S77th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68516 
(402)327-2047 







"Patte Newman" 
<newman2003@neb.rr.com> 

04/13/2006 07:57 AM

To "Ronald Wall" <rwallne@earthlink.net>

cc <MMerwick@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, 
<CZimmerman@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, 
<tgrammer@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

bcc

Subject Re: city hall

Thanks Ron. I'll pass this on. I've heard many  people say that the B&S folks are wonderful. Thanks for letting us  
know.
 
Tammy: please put this in the packet for other  councilmembers.
Patte
 
----- Original Message ----- 
From:  Ronald  Wall 
To: Patte Newman 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2006 7:35  AM
Subject: city hall

Patte,
 
I want you to know how impressed I was yesterday  when I went to get a building permitat the building and safety 
department at  the City of Lincoln. I arrived at closing time, although I did not know what  time they closed. The 
person who helped my was very considerate and as I drew  the plan myself, had to have a lot of help with some 
alterations to fit the  needs of a plan and permit. The permit said the reviewer's name was TOPP, I  think.
 
This person walked me through this, helped with  the site plan and when I had left had the permit in hand. I was 
really  impressed with the courtesy shown me when I was there. There is no better PR  for the city than that. 
 
Ronald Wall, Ed.D,Educational Consultant
8025  Garland Street
Lincoln, NE 68505-3612
Phone  402.464.2066
Cell      402.525.6699
email   rwallne@earthlink.net



<dh43849@alltel.net> 

04/07/2006 08:55 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Weapons and community

Dear Council Member,
 
Democracy, when relevant, reflects the values and  character  of a community.
 
Please consider due diligence and take aappropriate action to  set a clear standard for the city that represents public 
expectations regarrding  concealed weapons.
 
" If senators’ views mirror those  of their constituents, count Lincoln as the city most adamantly 
opposed to a law  passed last week that will allow residents to carry concealed  handguns.

Of the 12 senators who voted against the law that Gov. Dave  Heineman is expected to sign, five 
represent Lincoln districts: Sens. Chris  Beutler, David Landis, Marian Price, Ron Raikes and 
DiAnna Schimek. The Lincoln  opposition bloc is almost completely unified — there are only 
six senators from  Lincoln."
 
Sovereignty of local resolve is key to  securing who and what our community character is and the example we set 
for  others. 
 
kindly,
3612 S 75;   68506











DO NOT REPLY to this - 
InterLinc 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

04/11/2006 01:21 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Tammy Hurlbut
Address:  700 Lyncrest Dr
City:     Lincoln, NE  68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    wonderwoman@inebraska.com

Comment or Question:
I would like to know why the city council continues to sink money into the 
ambulance service?  I heard this morning that the fees were going up again.  
Where is it going to end.  If a private business were run the way Fire Chief 
Spadt has overseen the ambulance service, they would be out of business.  A 
private business can't turn to a city for funds, especially when they already 
owe a hugh amount and haven't yet been able to operate in the black.  Why not 
let it go back to a private company.  This way sure isn't working, and I as 
taxpayer of Lincoln am tired on funding it.



"Zemis Sedriks" 
<zemiss@hotmail.com> 

04/11/2006 10:57 PM

To plan@lincoln.ne.gov, council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject change of zone #06012

Dear Planning Commission and City Council,

 

            I am writing to oppose change of zone # 06012 generally located at 9th and Van Dorn St.  
I live at 2643 S.10th Streetand will be negatively impacted by this project.  The Planning Staff 
Report conclusion is that this area is no longer suitable for residential purposes.  To put it 
bluntly, this is  a real slap in the face to my neighborhood. I would like to remind you that the 
people who live in this neighborhood do not need the increased traffic and congestion the 
rezoning/development creates. It will be my community that has to live with greater congestion/ 
traffic, decreased safety and decreased property values.  Many people in this area were able to 
afford these houses as their prices are already slightly depressed from location, i.e. being on a 
busy street.  This plan does nothing but add to this existing problem in an area that is already 
highly prone to accidents and will decrease property value for my home and all of my neighbors. 
This plan allows business’ right to make a profit to trump homeowners maintaining their equity.  
I have spoken with  most of my neighbors regarding this issue and all are opposed to the plan.

            Please refer to the guiding principles written in the Planning Staff Report. “More intense 
commercial uses (gas stations, big box stores, car wash, fast food, etc.) may not be compatible 
due to impact on nearby housing.  Expansion in existing centers should not encroach, or expand 
to encroach, on existing neighborhoods, and commercial areas must be screened from residential 
areas.”  According to the developer you are planning to allow fast food and a drive-thru coffee 
store. I don’t see any plan to screen the neighborhood from these proposed  businesses.  The 
rationale used to declare this area unsuitable for residential purposes is the busy traffic.  This 
plan shifts traffic patterns north a block by making Hill Streetbusy.  The rationale used to justify 
the rezoning will simply apply to my block next.  

            I would greatly appreciate you going back to the drawing board and rethinking this plan.  
Please think about the people, the families in the area and how this will impact their lives, my 
life.  An alternative development plan could include an apartment complex.  This would allow 
the block to remain residential and will truly take my neighborhood into account. It would buffer 
us from encroaching commercial interests that are not wanted here.  Thank you for your time 
concerning this matter.

 

Sincerely,



 

Zemis Sedriks

2643 S. 10th St.

Lincoln, NE68502

(402)202-5289





Wayne Boles 
<WBOLES@telesis-inc.com> 

04/12/2006 04:42 PM

To

cc

bcc

Subject Award to Companies of Telesis, Inc.

Glenn Friendt, Director, The Nebraska Center for Entrepreneurship at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, notified Scott Miller, President, Telesis,
Inc., that Telesis, Inc. has received the 2006 Established Entrepreneurial
Company of the Year Award.  All the companies of Telesis, Inc. were
mentioned at the awards ceremony held on April 6 during the New Ventures
World Competition at Lincoln's Embassy Suites.

The Telesis companies were represented by David Federspiel, sales manager,
Data Security, Inc., Scott Boles and Jay "Lazlo" Jarvis, co-founders of
Lazlo, Inc., Dr. (and Mrs.) Rodney Basler, commencement chairperson,
Telesis, Inc., Aaron Funk, corporate counsel, Telesis, Inc., Reba Schafer,
charity administrator, Telesis, Inc., and myself.

Congratulations to all who participated in the achievements which
precipitated this recognition.

Sincerely,

Wayne

E. Wayne Boles
Director of Corporate Relations
Telesis, Inc.
729 Q Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 434-5973
FAX:  (402) 434-3292
wboles@telesis-inc.com
www.telesis-inc.com



"Darin Rich" 
<drich@neb.rr.com> 

04/12/2006 04:43 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Approval of Glenn's CARSTAR relocation to 21st and K

Dear Sirs,

 

I am writing to ask for your favorable support of the  zoning request for property on 21st Street 
on the south side of K  Street.  Glenn Hillhouse and Glenn’s  Body Shop have been forced by the 
City of Lincoln to relocate their current  operations at their long held location at 21st and P Street, 
due to  the Antelope Creek project. .  They  are seeking to rebuild at 21st and K Street as a result 
of this  relocation mandate.   

 

Traditions of integrity, professionalism, courteousness and convenience  have been integral to 
this family owned business since its creation over 40  years ago.  In its new location,  this 
business will continue its high standards for an aesthetic, professional  appearance that will 
benefit the neighborhood.  I understand they have extensive plans  for an attractive building and 
landscaping for their new location at  21st and K Street.  This  business will truly be an asset to 
the neighborhood.

 

Transportation support services of this kind are a  necessity for car owners and placement of this 
business near downtown will be a  valued convenience for citizens working and living in and 
near downtown  Lincoln.  Loyal customers of Glenn’s  will find it convenient to come to this 
address near downtown.  

 

Please support this zoning change and make downtown Lincoln a better  place to work and live!

 

 

Sincerely,

 



 

 

Darin Rich

3030 Pointe Circle

Lincoln, NE  68506

402-488-4741



"Bill Fagerberg" 
<efagerberg@neb.rr.com> 

04/13/2006 06:15 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Glenns letter City Council

I thank you for considering this request. Time is  very important for your approval of this move.
 
I hope you will able to take positive action on  this request as soon as possible.
 
Thank You

 - Glenns letter City Council.doc



April 13, 2006 
 

Lincoln City Council 
City of Lincoln 
555 South 10th, Room 111  
Lincoln NE 68508 
 
The purpose of this letter is to support Glenn Hillhouse and Glenn’s Body Shop in the 
request to relocate this business on his new property on 21st and K Streets in Lincoln 
Nebraska. 
 
I have chosen to have Glenn do all of the body work on my vehicles for at least the last 10 
years. I know that he does quality work and this is acknowledged by State Farm Auto 
Insurance as they have an agreement with him to perform this work without requiring a series 
of estimates from other shops. 
 
Glenn has been doing this form of work for a great number of years. He has selected this 
market area to service his customers. The bulk of his customers come from the south and east 
portions of Lincoln. His chosen location is convenient to them as they travel to and from 
their work in down town Lincoln. This location along Capitol Parkway is extremely 
convenient for them. Although I live at Capitol Beach, this location is also good for me as it 
is near downtown. 
 
About concerns of this location being to near Lincoln High School.  
Glenn and I are both Alumni of LHS. I suspect his family also attended this school. My 
parents, children and grandson also attended or attend LHS. There is nothing about this 
project that will detract from the grand old school. In fact, his project will provide cleanliness 
and a sense of stability to this neighborhood. LHS used to offer Auto Body classes (Probably 
still does). This business may offer additional incentive to students searching for a career. 
 
Glenn didn’t go looking to move his business. The need to move was caused by the Antelope 
Valley Project. Glenn entered into a difficult search for a place that would allow him to 
continue his business and service his customers. You probably know that land that meets the 
requirements for this business is scarce. I believe Glenn deserves some additional 
consideration as a result of the trying times that city has put him through as the result of this 
project. He has gone over and above the norm to put together this solution.  
 
I work for the State Department of Roads and was formerly in the Right of Way Division. I 
find it hard to believe the minimal amount of “Relocation Assistance” available from the 
Antelope Valley Project Team to aid displaced people and businesses. It seems to me that the 
City should be out front trying to help business and individuals to cope with the city’s 
growth. 
 
As you know, yours is the final and most important approval in this process. Time is running 
out on Glenn and his business. I personally request that you approve this application to 
relocate this business to the requested location. I vouch for Glenn and his business as being 
of highest integrity. I’m sure that State Farm and other Insurance Companies will do the 
same if asked. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration 
Egon (Bill) W. Fagerberg Jr. 
2011 Surfside Drive  
Lincoln NE 68528 







TBundy@les.com 

04/12/2006 12:14 PM

To Admin._Board@LES.les.com

cc council@lincoln.ne.gov, mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Laramie Station Stockpile Status

Dear Board Members:

Attached is a chart that shows the status of the coal stockpile at Laramie
River Station.

Our target stockpile is a 30 day supply, or about 700,000 tons.  If we ever
drop below 125,000 tons (a 5 day supply) we would reduce output by about
20% with further reductions being implemented if the stockpile continued to
go down.  At full load, the plant needs 1.5 trains per day, or about 24,000
tons of coal per day.

We have seen a steady decline in the stockpile over the last year.  And as
you know, we sounded the public alarm when we dropped below 250,000 tons.
We appreciate the support of our Congressional Delegation and many local
businesses to try to turn the trend around.  Recently we have seen some
modest improvements to over 180,000 tons as of last night.  We are by no
means out of the woods.  If you look at the chart for the 6th and 7th of
April, you can see what a drop the stockpile takes when we get no trains in
a day.  We probably won't really start breathing any easier until we are
above 300,000 tons, especially when we understand that the railroads are
about to start taking some track out of service for maintenance.

For several years we were able to maintain a 600,000 - 700,000 ton
stockpile running 3 trains of about 135 cars each.  A fourth train went
into service for the plant in early March and right now there are 5 trains
running for the plant with only small progress on building stockpile.
Having the two extra trains in service adds over $100,000 per month to the
plant's cost  ...... but that is better than having to reduce output and
buy energy on the market at about six times the cost of production at
Laramie River Station.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Terry

(See attached file: LRS Stockpile-4-11-06.pdf)
NOTE: This electronic message and attachment(s), if any, contains information 
which is intended solely for the designated recipient(s).  Unauthorized 
disclosure, copying, distribution, or other use of the contents of this 
message or attachment(s), in whole or in part, is prohibited without the 
express authorization of the author of this message.

 - LRS Stockpile-4-11-06.pdf



LRS Coal Inventory Levels - 2006

2-Jan, 443,228

11-Apr, 181,149 tons
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