
Neglected Buildings  

This proposal would add onto our successful ordinances dealing with Problem Properties. Since 2009, we have 
increased the fines for offenses, adopted the International Property Maintenance Code, and created a process 
of Performance-based inspections - a sliding scale of incentives and consequences based on the owner’s 
performance in maintaining their property. These new processes are working well. However, as we continue to 
monitor, we observe that we have a gap in the current ordinances dealing with vacant neglected residential 
properties. These are vacant properties that fail multiple inspections, have substantial deterioration, are 
repeatedly unsecured, boarded up for over 90 days or red-tagged (uninhabitable) for more than two years. They 
are properties that can return to the Problem Resolution Team again and again. The best solution for these 
buildings is often either demolition or a change of ownership into the hands of new owners that will maintain the 
property – but we could use better tools to push these outcomes. While the total number of these properties 
fluctuates from fifty to one hundred at any given time, the negative blighting impact from one of these properties 
for the surrounding owners is substantial. We think we have drafted a good solution for dealing with these 
lowest level performing properties.  

OVERVIEW OF CHANGES: 

1) Only applies to vacant residential buildings (no commercial or occupied residential) that fail 
multiple inspections, have substantial deterioration, are repeatedly unsecured, or boarded up 
for over 90 days. Also applies to residential properties red-tagged for more than two years 
 

2) Building must be registered as neglected, including a $500 registration fee for each 90 days 
that the property remains neglected 
 

3) Creates a $500 civil penalty for failing to register (reassessed each 90 days if continue 
unregistered or fees unpaid) 
 

4) If owner fails to register, the City can register the building and place a lien on the property for 
the cost of registration fee(s) and civil penalties. 
 

5) Ultimately allows City to foreclose against the property if the liens build up and are unpaid. 
Foreclosure sale can get the property into the hands of new owner who can demolish or 
repair. 
 

6) Ordinance requires a registered agent for the neglected property & a timeline / plan for 
improvements. NOTE: City will not hold Registered Agent criminally or civilly liable for property 
unless they knowingly provide false information. 
 

7) Property will be removed from registration when compliant or demolished. 
 

8) Process can be appealed through Housing Advisory and Appeals Board. 
 
 
 
City Attorney’s Office:    Chris Connolly    (402) 441-7281 cconnolly@lincoln.ne.gov 
Stronger Safer Neighborhoods:     Jon Carlson     (402) 441-7224 jcarlson@lincoln.ne.gov 
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