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FACTSHEET

TITLE:  DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY BOARD/COMMITTEE: Planning Commission
(Southeast of South 84th Street and Yankee Hill Road,
part of the Jensen Park tract).

APPLICANT: Lynn Johnson, Director of the RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance  
Parks & Recreation Department, and with the Comprehensive Plan  (7-0: Sunderman,
David Landis, Director of the Urban Development Corr, Hove, Cornelius, Scheer, Harris and Lust
Department voting ‘yes’; Beecham and Weber absent)

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: A finding of OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED: Urban
conformance with the Comprehensive Plan Development and Parks & Recreation

SPONSOR: Planning Department OPPONENTS: None

REASON FOR LEGISLATION:
To declare approximately 25.73 acres, more or less, located southeast of South 84th Street and Yankee Hill Road,
as surplus property.

DISCUSSION / FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The staff recommendation to find the proposed declaration of surplus property to be in conformance with
the 2040 Comprehensive Plan is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3, concluding that the intent is
to use the property for both a middle school and a public library.  The property will remain in public
ownership.  The staff presentation is found on p.5.

2. Testimony on behalf of the Parks & Recreation Department is found on p.5, indicating that the City Council
has approved the sale of the subject property to Lincoln Public Schools, contingent upon this declaration of
surplus property.  

3. There was no testimony in opposition.

4. On July 23, 2014, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 7-0 to find the
proposed declaration of surplus property to be in conformance with the 2040 Comprehensive Plan
(Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 14016).

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY: Jean Preister, Administrative Officer DATE: August 4, 2014

REVIEWED BY: Marvin Krout, Director of Planning DATE: August 4, 2014
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

for July 23, 2014 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #: Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 14016 - Jensen Park

PROPOSAL: To find that the declaration of surplus property for a tract of land located
southeast of South 84th Street and Yankee Hill Road is in conformance with
the Comprehensive Plan.

LOCATION: Southeast of South 84th Street and Yankee Hill Road 

LAND AREA: 25.73 acres, more or less

CONCLUSION: This surplus declaration is in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

RECOMMENDATION: In conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: See attached legal description. 

EXISTING ZONING: P, Public Use

EXISTING LAND USE: Vacant 

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:

North: Vacant, Residential AGR, R-4
South: Vacant P
East: Vacant P
West: Vacant AG, R-3 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:

Pg 1.9 - The 2040 Lincoln and Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan identifies this area as Green Space in the
Future Land Use Plan.

Pg 8.9 - Strategies:

-Promote the development, design, and use of public and private facilities to assure cooperative planning and
maximum utilization, when appropriate. Schools are vital to the preservation of existing neighborhoods and every
effort should be made to enhance and retain ‘neighborhood schools.’
-Support the necessary expansion of education facilities while remaining sensitive to surrounding neighborhoods.
-Coordinate school site selection with subarea plans, community open space, and trails system development.
Develop new schools on sites where they serve as the heart of the neighborhood.
-Plan for joint school/park facilities with all new schools and renovation projects when feasible.

Pg. 9.1 - This area shown as the location of a Community Park.
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Pg. 9.4 - Strategies for Neighborhood Parks:

-Locate Community Parks on a collector or arterial street to accommodate automobile access and parking; park
sites should also be readily accessible by pedestrians and bicyclists from a commuter/ recreation trail.
-Locate Community Parks adjacent to middle schools where possible.
-Develop Jensen Park, southeast of Yankee Hill Road and South 84th Street as a Community Park as funding
becomes available.

ANALYSIS:

1. This is a request to find the declaration of surplus property for approximately 25.73
acres located southeast of South 84th Street and Yankee Hill Road to be in
compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.

2. The subject property is part of the larger Jensen Park Tract, itself approximately 200
acres in area.

3. The intent is for the City of Lincoln to sell the 25 acre tract to Lincoln Public Schools
(LPS).  LPS in turn plans to locate a new middle school on the site, and it is also a
potential co-location site with the YMCA.  

4. Less the proposed school site, there will be in excess of 170 acres of park land
remaining.  The Comprehensive Plan designates this location as the site of a
Community Park.  Community Parks are characterized as being approximately 50
acres in area, and located adjacent to or near arterial streets for good accessibility. 
If the 25 acres is sold to LPS, adequate park land will still remain under City
ownership to accommodate a Community Park at this location.

5. The odd shape of the tract to be sold is in part due the fact that the tract may
potentially be the site of both a middle school and a public library.  A potential layout
is shown on the attached concept plan (Exhibit C).  Both facilities would be served
by a public street extending along the south perimeter of the site. 

6. While being declared surplus so the City can sell the land, it will remain in public
ownership given that LPS is the buyer.

7. The Comprehensive Plans encourages joint facilities among the City, LPS, the
YMCA and others.  Such Public-Public and Public-Private partnerships allow
multiple entities to take advantage of the efficiencies resulting from the use of
shared facilities, and enhances convenience for the greater public that use such
facilities.

8. The proposal to surplus the land for sale to Lincoln Public Schools is consistent with
the Comprehensive Plan.

Prepared by:

Brian Will
Planner
July 9, 2014
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APPLICANT: Lynn Johnson Dave Landis
Parks and Recreation Urban Development
2740 A Street 555 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68502 Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-7847 402-441-7606

CONTACT: Nicole Fleck-Tooze
Parks and Recreation
2740 A Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
402-441-8263
ntooze@lincoln.ne.gov
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE NO. 14016

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: July 23, 2014

Members present:  Corr, Harris, Sunderman, Hove, Scheer, Cornelius and Lust; Beecham
and Weber absent.

Staff recommendation: A finding of conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

Ex parte communications: Harris disclosed that she was briefed on this project last fall at a
meeting of the Library Board of Trustees, and she asked Pat Leach about this parcel
specifically as it relates to a potential new branch library.

Staff presentation: Brian Will of Planning staff stated that the property consists of
approximately 26 acres and is located southeast of the intersection of Yankee Hill Road
and South 84th Street.  The description commonly used is “Jensen Park”, as part of the
larger approximately 200-acre tract owned by the City known as Jensen Park because the
future intent is that there be a city park located on the property.  

Will further pointed out that the Comprehensive Plan designates the property as “green
space”, reflecting both public ownership but that a community park is identified by the
Parks Department in the Comprehensive Plan for this location.  Will recalled that
community parks are generally 50 acres in size or larger.  Even after deeding off this 25 to
26 acres, approximately 170 acres would still remain, which is well in excess of enough
property to accommodate a community park at this location.

Will then explained that the intent is to sell the property to Lincoln Public Schools as a
future site for a middle school.  The Comprehensive Plan talks about the use of shared or
joint facilities where possible, so we potentially could have a middle school at this location. 
Will also pointed out the odd shape of the surplus property, taking into account the
possibility that there would also be a public library located here as well.  The joint facilities
possibility allows those entities to take advantage of the efficiencies of collocating, and thus
it is in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.  

Lust inquired whether the potential library would be accommodated within this footprint. 
Will showed the area for the library on the map.  

Proponents

1.  Nicole Fleck-Tooze of the Parks and Recreation Department advised that on
Monday, July 21st, the City Council did approve an agreement with Lincoln Public Schools
for the sale of this property, contingent upon the property being declared surplus.  Fleck-
Tooze showed the area proposed for surplus on the map including a conceptual layout for
the middle school, parking and future YMCA.  The area west of the future drive is an area
that may be a future library site and will be retained in city ownership.  Ultimately, this area
is expected to develop as a community park with 10-12 ball fields and a series of 6-8 multi-
use recreational fields as well.  
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There was no testimony in opposition.

ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: July 23, 2014

Cornelius moved to approve a finding of conformance with the Comprehensive Plan,
seconded by Harris.  

Cornelius commented that this seems straightforward, facilitating the transfer of land and
all of the stakeholders seem to be on the same page.

Lust commented that it is nice to see various public and private groups cooperating to
develop very nice facilities in the future.

Motion for a finding of conformance with the Comprehensive Plan carried 7-0: Corr, Harris,
Sunderman, Hove, Scheer, Cornelius and Lust voting ‘yes’; Beecham and Weber absent. 
This is a recommendation to the City Council.
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