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FACTSHEET

TITLE:  STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 14004 BOARD/COMMITTEE: Planning Commission

APPLICANT: Director of Planning RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance  
 with the Comprehensive Plan  (7-0: Sunderman,

Corr, Hove, Cornelius, Scheer, Harris and Lust
voting ‘yes’; Beecham and Weber absent)

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: A finding of OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED: N/A

SPONSOR: Planning Department OPPONENTS: None

REASON FOR LEGISLATION:
To vacate Speedway Circle from South 1st Street to 402.60 feet east of South 1st Street; to vacate West Prospector
Court from South 1st Street west 1615.59 feet; to vacate South 1st Street from the south right-of-way line of West
Prospector Court to West Van Dorn Street; to vacate Park Boulevard 314.84 feet north of Speedway Circle; and to
vacate Hill Street from South 1st Street to Park Boulevard, generally located at Speedway Circle and W. Prospector
Court.

DISCUSSION / FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The purpose of the proposed street vacations is to eliminate right-of-way that is not intended to be used as
part of the future road system.  All of the right-of-way proposed to be vacated is adjacent to property owned
by the City, County and Lower Platte South NRD.  The NRD does not intend to retain its half of the right-of-
way adjacent to Speedway Circle, thus the City and County will retain ownership of the vacated property and
no land will be sold.  

2. The staff recommendation to find the proposed vacation of rights-of-way to be in conformance with the 2040
Comprehensive Plan is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3.

3. On July 23, 2014, this application appeared on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission and was
opened for public hearing.  No one came forward to speak.  

4. On July 23, 2014, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 7-0 to find the
proposed vacation of rights-of-way to be in conformance with the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

5. The appraisal by Clint Thomas of the Housing Rehab & Real Estate Division of the Urban Development
Department is found on p.11.  
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REVIEWED BY: Marvin Krout, Director of Planning DATE: August 4, 2014
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

for July 23, 2014 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Street and Alley Vacation No. 14004

PROPOSAL: Vacate W. Prospector Court, and portions of Speedway Circle, Hill Street
and S. 1st Street

LOCATION: Generally located near S. 1st Street south of Van Dorn Boulevard

CONCLUSION: The proposed street vacations are in conformance with the Comprehensive
Plan as long as easements are retained.

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Speedway Circle from S. 1st Street to 402.60 feet east of S. 1st Street;
to vacate W. Prospector Court from S. 1st Street west 1615.59 feet; to vacate S. 1st Street from
the south right-of-way line of W. Prospector Court to W. Van Dorn Street; to vacate Park
Boulevard 314.84 feet north of Speedway Circle; and to vacate Hill Street from S. 1st Street to
Park Boulevard, located in the Section 3-10-6,Section 35-10-6,Section 2-9-6 and Section 3-9-6
Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, 

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  
These vacations are surrounded by Wilderness Park which is zoned P Public and the new
Speedway Sporting Complex which is an I-1 Planned Unit Development.  Salt Creek runs
through the middle of the proposed vacations.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:
Local streets and alleys are not included in the functional classification (p 10.15) 

UTILITIES:
Lincoln Electric System requires that an easement be retained for existing and future electrical
facilities across the proposed street and alley vacation corridor.

Public Works and Utilities: There is a sanitary sewer line in W. Prospector Court which will
require an easement.  There are also water lines in these Rights-of-way which will require
easements.

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS:  Van Dorn Street turns into West Van Dorn Street near this location and
functions as an Urban Arterial. Local streets that are served from the arterial street include
Speedway Circle and Park Boulevard.  The right-of-way and the paved area for these local
streets do not align. The proposed platted rights-of-way to be vacated are unused and
unnecessary.
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REGIONAL ISSUES:  
In June of 2014 a Planned Unit Development (PUD) called the Speedway Sporting Village was
approved east of Salt Creek.  This project brought to the City’s attention the right-of-way in the
area that did not line up with constructed roads as well as right-of way that will likely never have
roads constructed in them.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS: The City Watershed Management Department indicated that
a flood storage easement (e.g. no structures, no fill) over the vacated areas needs to be
retained as part of the deed transfer.

ANALYSIS:

1. The purpose of the proposed street vacations is to eliminate right-of-way that is not
intended to be used as part of the future road system. Hill Street a portion of Speedway
Circle and  S. 1st Street north of W. Prospector Ct. currently are not paved rights-of-way
and only show up on paper maps.  W. Prospector Court is used as a service drive for
staff only in Wilderness Park.  

2 The vacated roadways will retain all necessary easements and will remain in public
ownership.

3. Lincoln Municipal Code Chapter 14.20 requires the City to establish the proper price to
be paid for the right-of-way, as well as any amounts necessary to guarantee required
reconstruction within the right-of-way.  

All of the land to be vacated is adjacent to the City, County and Lower Platte South
Natural Resources District (NRD).  The NRD does not intend to retain their half  of the
right-of-way adjacent to Speedway Circle.  The City and County  will retain ownership of
the vacated land so no land will be sold.

4. All four of these streets are classified as a local streets in the 2030 Comprehensive plan.

5. Speedway Circle will be realigned with a future plat of the Speedway Sporting Village
Property located to the east.

6. There is a bridge that connects Park Boulevard to S. 1st Street.  The bridge was
determined to be structurally unsound for vehicular use several years ago.  The bridge
did not have many vehicular users so it was determined that it would not be economical
to repair or replace the bridge for continued vehicular use. Repairs were done on the
bridge to convert it to a pedestrian bridge. The bridge continues the pedestrian
connection from Wilderness Park to Park Boulevard.  

7. Tax Increment Financing (TIF) from the Speedway Sporting Village Development will be
used to construct a new trail head somewhere in this area.
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BEFORE THE VACATION REQUEST IS SCHEDULED ON THE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA THE
FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED:

1. Include retention of utility easements by City with deed for land being transferred
to the County.

2. Include retention of conservation easement by City with deed for land being
transferred to the County.

Prepared by:

Christy Eichorn, Planner

DATE: July 14, 2014

APPLICANT: Marvin Krout, Planning Director

CONTACT: Christy Eichorn
City of Lincoln Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-7603
ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
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STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 14004

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: July 23, 2014

Members present: Corr, Harris, Sunderman, Hove, Scheer, Cornelius and Lust; Beecham and
Weber absent.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
CONFORMANCE NO. 14014, CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 07018A, SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 14018
and STREET AND ALLEY VACATION NO. 14004.  

There were no ex parte communications disclosed.  

Hove moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Sunderman and carried    7-0: 
Corr, Harris, Sunderman, Hove, Scheer, Cornelius and Lust voting ‘yes’; Beecham and Weber
absent.

Note: This is final action on Special Permit No. 14018, unless appealed to the City Council
within 14 days.
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