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ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Title 27 the Lincoln Municipal Code to allow a1

Commercial Solar Energy Conversion System as a special permitted use in the AG District and as2

a permitted use in the I-1, I-2, and I-3 zoning districts by amending Section 27.02.040 to provide3

a definition for “Commercial Solar Energy Conversion System”; amending Section 27.06.090 to add4

Commercial Solar Energy Conversion System to the Utilities Use Group Table; and adding a new5

section numbered 27.63.830 to set forth the conditions for permitting a  Commercial Solar Energy6

Conversion System in the AG District; and repealing Sections 27.02.040 and 27.06.090 of the7

Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing.8

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:9

Section 1.  That Section 27.02.040 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to10

read as follows:11

27.02.040 C.12

Campsite. Campsite shall mean a parcel of land intended for temporary occupancy by any of13
the following: tent, tent trailer, or recreational vehicle.14

Care.  Care shall mean the exercise of concern or responsibility for the comfort, welfare, and15
habilitation of persons, including a minimum amount of supervision and assistance with or the16
provision of personal care, activities of daily living, health maintenance activities, or other17
supportive services.18

For purposes of this definition:  19
Activities of daily living shall mean transfer, ambulation, exercise, toileting, eating,20

self administered medication, and similar activities;21
Health maintenance activities shall mean noncomplex interventions which can22

safely be performed according to exact directions, which do not require alteration of the23
standard procedure, and for which the results and resident responses are predictable; and24

Personal care shall mean bathing, hair care, nail care, shaving, dressing, oral care,25
and similar activities.26
Center for the Developmentally Disabled. Center for the developmentally disabled shall27

mean a facility where shelter, food, and care, advice, counseling, diagnosis, treatment, or related28
services are provided for a period of more than twenty four consecutive hours to sixteen or more29
persons residing at such facility who have developmental disabilities.30



Change of Use.  Change of use shall mean the replacement of an existing use by a new use,1
or a change in the nature of an existing use, but not including a change of ownership, tenancy, or2
management where the previous nature of the use, line of business, or other function is substantially3
unchanged.4

Childhood Care Facility.   See Early Childhood Care Facility.5
Children’s Home. Children’s home shall mean a facility engaged in the service of exercising6

24-hour daily care, supervision, custody, or control over sixteen or more children for compensation7
or hire in lieu of the care or supervision normally exercised by parents in their own home.8

Club.  Club shall mean a building or facility owned or operated by persons associated for a9
social, educational, civic, cultural, labor, or professional or recreational purpose, not operated10
primarily for profit nor to render a service which is customarily carried on as a business, and which11
is generally restricted to members and their guests using the facility for the purpose for which they12
have associated; this shall not include a church building, or  social hall or the occasional accessory13
use of a private residence as a meeting place. 14

Commercial Feed Lot.  See Confined Feeding Facility.15

Commercial Solar Energy Conversion System.  Commercial Solar Energy Conversion16

System shall mean a commercial grade solar energy conversion system (SECS) intended to be used17

primarily to provide off-site power.18

Commercial Wind Energy Conversion System/ Turbine (CWECS). Commercial Wind19
Energy Conversion System/Turbine shall mean a commercial grade wind energy conversion system20
(WECS) of over 100 Kilowatt (KW)  plate rated capacity and intended to be used primarily to21
provide off-site power.22

Confined Feeding Facility.  Confined feeding facility shall mean a facility where the principal23
business is the feeding of livestock or poultry, also called a commercial feedlot. 24

Contractor Services.  Contractor services shall mean a business which provides a service25
which is primarily performed off-site.  Few customers visit the site. Common examples of contractor26
services include plumbing, heating, electrical, and air conditioning service, exterminator service,27
lawn and garden service, and construction services.  Contractor services shall not include garbage28
or recycling hauling services or tree service.  Outdoor storage, machinery, trucks, and service29
vehicle fleets are common accessory uses. 30

Section 2.  That Section 27.06.090 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to31

read as follows:32

27.06.090 Utilities Use Group33

Characteristics:  The Utilities Use Group is characterized by the use of equipment for the34

purposes of distribution of basic utilities which provide service for, but is not limited to electricity,35
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gas, phones, cable, and fiber optics.  In addition, such uses include but are not limited to broadcast1

stations and towers, commercial wind energy conversion system, commercial solar energy2

conversion system, personal wireless services facilities, and alternative and renewable energy3

generation systems.4

Use Group Table:5

Uses6 AG AGR R1 R2 R

3

R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 O1 O2 O3 RT B1 B2 B3 B4 B5 H1 H2 H3 H4 I1 I2 I3

Broadcast stations 7 S S P P P P P P P P P P P S P P P

Broadcast towers8 S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S
Commercial Solar Energy9
Conversion System10
(CSECS)11

S P P P

Commercial Wind Energy12
Conversion System13 S

Personal wireless services14
facilities15 S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

Public utilities16 C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C
Utility and cable television17
purposes 18 S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S P S S S S S P P P

Wind Energy Conversion19
System20 P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P

All other uses in this Use21
Group22 P P P

Section 3.  That Chapter 27.63 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended by adding23

a new section numbered 27.63.830 to read as follows:24

27.63.830 Commercial Solar Energy Conversion System (CSECS).25

A Commercial Solar Energy Conversion System (CSECS) may be allowed in the AG District26

by special permit under the following conditions:27

(a) The system uses photovoltaics to convert solar energy into electricity.28

(b) On-site transmission lines shall, to the maximum extent practicable, be placed29

underground.30
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Approved this ___ day of _____________, 2015:

_______________________________________
Mayor

(c) Where said use is adjacent to residential zoned land, park land, school property, or1

major entryways or corridors into the city, town, or village, visual screening through setbacks,2

berming, and other techniques may be required by the Planning Commission as appropriate and3

necessary to address the site-related impacts of the CSECS on adjacent property and major 4

entryways or corridors.5

(d) Each CSECS facility shall have a decommissioning plan outlining the means,6

procedure, and costs of removing the machines and all related supporting infrastructure and a bond7

or equivalent enforcement resource to guarantee removal and restoration upon discontinuance,8

decommissioning, or abandonment.9

Section 4. That Sections 27.02.040 and 27.06.090 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as10

hitherto existing be and the same are hereby repealed.11

Section 5. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after passage12

and publication in one issue of a daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation in the City,13

according to law. 14

Introduced by:

____________________________________

Approved as to Form & Legality:

_________________________________
City Attorney
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