
15R-118 Introduce: 6-8-15

RESOLUTION NO. A-______________

A RESOLUTION regarding the response by the City’s Public Works Department to the1

sanitary sewer back-up problems suffered by some Lincoln residents during two recent storms.2

WHEREAS, extraordinarily heavy rain events occurred in the Lincoln metropolitan area3

on October 1, 2014 and May 7, 2015.  The amount of water entering the City’s sanitary system4

in relatively short periods of time greatly exceeded the design capacity of the City’s wastewater5

treatment facilities, and6

WHEREAS the massive amount of water in the sanitary sewer system led to homes in7

several neighborhoods around the City experiencing sewer back-ups, and  8

WHEREAS a review of the City’s sanitary sewer design reveals that the system’s excess9

capacity is well above the average excess capacity of comparable Midwestern cities, and10

WHEREAS a review of the City’s sanitary sewer operational decisions during both the11

October and May storms does not support the conclusion that City staff made any operational12

decisions that increased the number of sewer back-ups within the City, and 13

WHEREAS it is a goal of the City to reduce to the greatest extent practical the number of14

sewer back-ups, even during times of extraordinary rain events.15

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln,16

Nebraska that the City Council directs the City’s Public Works Department make the following17

efforts to decrease the likelihood of sewage back-ups during future large rain events:18

1) That the Department continue its on-going efforts to conduct periodic video19

inspections of all city owned sanitary sewer lines and repair in a timely manner all20

discovered defects that impact the integrity of the system.21

2) That the Department inspect the siphons along the trunk sewer lines in central22

Lincoln in an attempt to discover whether surcharging may have affected the23

siphons’ performance.24



3) That the Department gather and analyze flow data within the entire system to1

determine whether higher than expected localized flows can help identify inflow2

sources.3

4) That the Department evaluate the option of routing more waterwater on a4

permanent basis to the Northeast Wastewater Treatment Plant as a method of5

reducing the pressure on the trunk sewer lines located in central Lincoln.6

5) That the Department engage an industry consulting firm to model high flow7

events to help determine if the City has excessive inflows of storm water during8

rain events or whether the back-ups are primarily the result of flow issues within9

the collection system.10

6) That the Department review and evaluate the current Inflow/Infiltration Reduction11

program to see if any modifications need to be made.12

7) That the Department review if there are practical, economic, environmentally13

sound ways to handle excess flow at Theresa Street Wastewater Treatment14

Plant. 15

8) That the Department will submit a written report to the Mayor’s office and the City16

Council with the results of its investigations and recommendations no later than17

May 1, 2016.18
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