
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
JUNE 15, 2015
555 S. 10th Street

Bill Luxford Studio
2:00 p.m. 

  I. CITY CLERK

 II. MAYOR 
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor appoints Linke interim Fire Chief. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Volunteers needed for Oak Lake cleanup July 5.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln applies for federal transportation grant.    
4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and the Lincoln City Libraries will announced a

partnership with NebraskaLink to improve Internet access at the libraries.  June 11, 2015, 10:00
a.m., at Bennett Martin Library, 136 S. 14th Street. 

5. NEWS RELEASE. Partnership will improve libraries’ internet connection. 

III. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE

CITIZEN INFORMATION CENTER
1. Memo from David Norris. Old Cheney closed from 70th to 84th Street due to flooding. 

a) Public Works and Utilities map showing closed area.  
2. County roads listed with as closed due to flooding, 06.11.15, 11:00 a.m.

a) Link to view road closure map and update on Saltillo Road. 
3. Memo from David Norris regarding information on Old Cheney being closed from 70th to 84th

Street. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to take online survey on Community’s Health.
2. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department meeting minutes of May 12, 2015. 
3. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reports.  

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by the Planning Commission on Wednesday, June 10, 2015.
2. Planning Commission Final Action, June 10, 2015. 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. David Landis, Urban Development Director, writing in regard to sale of 27th and R Street City

owned lot.  

 IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS 

JON CAMP
1. Steve and Jan Radcliff writing in reference to the Old Cheney project and concerns due to the

construction which need to be addressed.
a) Additional information from Steve and Jan Radcliff on the handling of the Old Cheney

project by the City Public Works Department. 
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b) Craig Aldridge, Engineering Services/Public Works & Utilities, replying to Steve and Jan
3Radcliff’s concerns regarding the Old Cheney project. 

c) Craig Aldridge, Engineering Services/Public Works & Utilities, confirming mowing
responsibilities. 

2. Walter Canney voicing his concerns on the proposed Zoo expansion.  
a) Reply to Walter Canney from Councilman Camp. 

3. Councilman Camp forwarding comments from Keith Brocksmith regarding pot hole debris,
excess barricades and No. 27th Street to Public Works and Utilities. 
a) Reply from Miki Esposito, Public Works and Utilities Director, on Mr. Brocksmith’s

concerns.  

 V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Email from Jim Frohman with a library parking proposal for library location and parking lot. 
2. Letter from James Lundak regarding cable TV’s cost and operations.  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 8, 2015    
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center,  402-441-7831

       Tom Casady, Public Safety Director, 402-441-7071  
                 

MAYOR APPOINTS LINKE INTERIM FIRE CHIEF

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced the appointment of Lincoln Fire and Rescue (LFR) Battalion
Chief Tim Linke (LIN-kee) as Interim Fire Chief, effective Friday, June 12.  He will take over the post
from Fire Chief John Huff, who is retiring after a 40-year career with LFR.  Linke has been with the
department  since 1998.

“Linke has an impressive background and valuable experience as a firefighter, paramedic and
instructor as well as great leadership qualities,” Mayor Beutler said.  “We are fortunate to have
outstanding professionals like Linke who are dedicated to public safety and ready to step up and take
on new challenges.”

“I am honored to be asked by Mayor Beutler to serve as the Interim Fire Chief,” Linke said.  “I have
immense respect for the men and women of Lincoln Fire and Rescue, and look forward to serving the
department as the search for the new Fire Chief proceeds this summer. I have learned a great deal from
Chief John Huff and my colleagues, and I appreciate their continued support during this time of
leadership change."

Linke has degrees from Doane College and the University of Nebraska-Omaha and  completed
paramedic school at Nebraska Methodist College in Omaha.  He has served as a Firefighter/Paramedic,
Lead Instructor for the New Recruit Training Academy, Captain,  Fire Captain/Paramedic and EMS
Shift Supervisor before being appointed Battalion Chief in 2012.  He also served as a member of
Nebraska Task Force One, the Urban Search and Rescue Team based at LFR.   

Linke is a frequent trainer and instructor and serves as an adjunct instructor for Southeast Community
College, where he is on the Advisory Committee for the Paramedic and Fire Protection Technology
programs.  He has been a member of the Southwest Rural Fire Protection District for the past 18 years
and is currently an Assistant Chief and Paramedic.  He has been recognized as Instructor of the Year by
the Nebraska Society of Fire Service Instructors and received the Capitol City Footprinter's Firefighter
of the Year Award and the VFW Gold Award for EMT of the Year.

Mayor Beutler said a national search will be conducted for a new Fire Chief.   More information on
Lincoln Fire and Rescue is available at fire.lincoln.ne.gov.
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
Watershed Management, 901 West Bond, Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7548

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 8, 2015
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Erin Kubicek, Watershed Management, 402-441-4959

        Craig Steward, EcoStores Nebraska, 402-477-3606

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OAK LAKE CLEANUP JULY 5
Fireworks collection event coincides with cleanup 

Volunteers are needed to help clean up fireworks debris and other trash at the fifth annual Oak
Lake Park Cleanup from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, July 5.  The event is sponsored by the
Watershed Management Division of the City Public Works and Utilities Department, the City
Parks and Recreation Department, EcoStores Nebraska and Ayars & Ayars.  The City’s annual
Uncle Sam Jam Independence Day celebration is July 3 at Oak Lake Park.

Volunteers are asked to meet under the open park shelter on the east side of Oak Lake Park. 
Lunch and free water bottles will be provided while supplies last.  Volunteers also will be entered
into a drawing for a rain barrel. 

As part of the Oak Lake Park cleanup, residents may bring unused, unwanted fireworks to the
east parking lot at Oak Lake between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.  The fire inspector will take the
collected fireworks for safe and proper disposal.  The collection is open to the public, not just to
those participating in the Oak Lake Cleanup.  

Fireworks shells, packaging and other debris contain harmful chemicals, and the common
firework ingredient perchlorate is a source of water pollution.  Once perchlorate enters a
waterway through a storm drain, it can remain there for up to 80 days.  Cleaning up debris before
it reaches the storm drains prevents water pollution and helps to protect animals and their
habitats.

For more information on the cleanup, visit the Watershed Management Facebook page at
facebook.com/LincolnWatershed.   For more information, contact Erin Kubicek (402-441-4959,
ekubicek@lincoln.ne.gov) or Craig Steward (402-477-3606, craig.steward@ecostoresne.org).

More information on the Uncle Sam Jam is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: uncle sam jam).
More information on Watershed Management is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword:
watershed).

EcoStores Nebraska adopted the Oak Lake cleanup effort in 2011.  The nonprofit organization
sells salvaged building materials and supplies in order to keep usable materials out of the landfill. 
For more information about EcoStores Nebraska, visit ecostoresne.org.  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 8, 2015    
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center,  402-441-7831

       Mike Davis, Transit Manager,  402-441-8600 
                 

LINCOLN APPLIES FOR FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION GRANT

The City of Lincoln has applied for a federal grant to help fund the planning and development of  the
City’s multimodal transportation infrastructure.  The Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery (TIGER) grants are a program of the U.S. Department of Transportation.

Lincoln’s TIGER application focuses on a new downtown multimodal transportation center as a
potential future upgrade to the transit system.  A new center is being discussed as part of the update to
the City’s Transit Development Plan (TDP), and the TDP committee is now analyzing how to meet
future transportation needs.  The design and location of the center as well as its funding are part of that
analysis, and the TIGER grant is one possible opportunity.  TDP committee members include
employers, bus riders, UNL representatives, advocates for low-income and disabled individuals,
downtown leaders and City officials. 

“These are highly competitive grants, but if Lincoln were chosen, this would be an opportunity to bring
additional federal dollars into the community,” said Mayor Chris Beutler.  “Lincoln could potentially
triple our local dollars through the federal match.”   

The grant application outlines the kinds of design and amenities that could be included in a new
multimodal transportation center.  It also includes a list of funding ideas that the public and City
Council could consider if the project was funded. 

StarTran Transit Manager Mike Davis said current conditions at the 11th and “N” transfer station are
not conducive to increasing ridership.  He said the conditions also detract from the significant
downtown reinvestment of $1.58 billion and do not effectively help bring people to the estimated 7,400
new jobs projected for downtown over the next three years.  He said a new center would support
employment, increase rider safety and accessibility, promote downtown development and help reduce
air pollution and traffic congestion. 

“We are continuing to look for ways to support the growth and improvement of Lincoln’s economy and
quality of life,” said Mayor Beutler.  “This grant is another chance to leverage dollars and partnerships
in our community.”

For more information about the Transit Development Plan update, visit lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: TDP)
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

DATE:   June 10, 2015   
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

      
 
Mayor Chris Beutler and the Lincoln City Libraries will announced a partnership
with NebraskaLink to improve Internet access at all Library facilities at a news
conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, June 11 at Bennett Martin Public Library,
136 S. 14th Street.



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 11, 2015    
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center,  402-441-7831

       Pat Leach, Lincoln City Libraries, 402-441-8510  
                 

PARTNERSHIP WILL IMPROVE 
LIBRARIES’ INTERNET CONNECTION

Students to benefit from LCL connection to LPS network

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced partnership between Lincoln City Libraries (LCL) and
NebraskaLink to greatly improve LCL’s broadband capabilities.   NebraskaLink successfully
applied to the Public Services Commission (PSC) for $334,000 from the Nebraska Universal
Service Fund to build connections from all eight library locations to the fiber network.  The only
cost to LCL will be for upgrading its own equipment.

LCL current operates with 20 megabits per second (Mpbs).  Connecting to the fiber network will
increase the capacity to 1 gigabit per second (1 Gpbs), a 1,000 percent improvement in
bandwidth.  The connectivity could increase to 10 Gpbs in the future.

“Connecting to the fiber network will give library customers much faster Internet service on
wireless devices and on in-library computers,” Mayor Beutler said.  “We are especially excited
about how this will benefit Lincoln Public Schools as the District moves forward with providing
tablets and other technology for students.  The fiber connections will provide better wireless
Internet for students outside of school.  This partnership will help prepare our students for the
workforce of tomorrow.   I want to thank NebraskaLink, our excellent library system and the
PSC for making this project possible.”

Library Director Pat Leach said the fiber connections allow LCL to access Internet through
NetworkNebraska, an educational Internet provider also used by LPS.  Students' tablets will
connect automatically to the LPS network when they enter an LCL location.   “For low-income
families with school-age children who do not have a broadband connection at home, the access
provided by the Lincoln Library Network may be the only source of broadband Internet access
available to the student,” Leach said.  

“The Libraries’ plan to increase access to global information is critical for our students, who will
use this infrastructure to support their learning that, increasingly, requires access to digital
content,” said Kirk Langer, Chief Technology Officer for LPS.  “This timely community
partnership means LPS students can use the safe learning environment of the Lincoln City
Libraries outside the school day.  They will now have the type of network access necessary to
support the devices LPS provides for students from third through twelfth grade.”

- more -
Internet Partnership



June 11, 2015
Page Two

“NebraskaLink is thrilled with the opportunity the PSC’s  Broadband Adoption Grant presents to
partner with the Lincoln City Libraries and the City to deliver a long term connectivity solution
offering the highest level of speed and reliability,” said Jason Axthelm, Vice President of
Business Development for NebraskaLink.  “We are especially pleased with the opportunity this
project presents to provide connectivity to LPS students at the libraries and the cooperative
connection to Network Nebraska.”

NebraskaLink will use 259,000 feet of existing fiber to complete the connection to the eight
library locations. At a conservative lease rate of $58 per mile per month, NebraskaLink’s in-kind
contribution to the project would total nearly $683,000.  The goal is to have the network upgrade
completed by the end of 2015.

For more information:
Lincoln City Libraries -  lincolnlibraries.org
NebraskaLink - nebraskalink.com
Nebraska Public Service Commission - psc.nebraska.gov
Lincoln Public Schools - lps.org
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: Old Cheney closed from 70th to 84th street due to flooding

 
Subject: Old Cheney closed from 70th to 84th street due to 
flooding 
 
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/projects/street-closures/map.htm#old-cheney-70th-84th 
 
 
David Norris 
Citizen Information Center 
555 S. 10th St. - Suite 301 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402-441-7547 
 
 





1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: County road closures added to map 

Subject: FW: County road closures added to map  
 
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/projects/street-closures/map.htm#old-cheney-
70th-84th 
 
 
The following county roads are now marked on the map as closed due to flooding:
 

 14th from Yankee Hill to Rokeby 
 27th from Saltillo to Rokeby 
 SW 114th from Saltillo to Bennet 
 S 120th from Martell to Hickman 
 Old Cheney from 70th to 84th 
 Rokeby from Hwy. 77 to SW 2nd 
 Rokeby from Hwy. 77 to 14th 
 Saltillo from 14th to 27th 
 Wittstruck Rd from 96th to 110th 
 Yankee Hill from 98th to 115th 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: Link to view road closure map

 

Subject: Link to view road closure map 
 
An efficient link where you can view the City road closure map.  It will be 
updated throughout the day.   
 
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/projects/street-closures/map.htm 
 
Saltillo from 14th to 27th has been reopened after being closed earlier today.  (DN) 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: Eastbound Old Cheney closed from 70th to 84th Street

Subject: Eastbound Old Cheney closed from 70th to 84th Street 
 
Eastbound lanes will probably remain closed for another two hours.   
 
Quick way to the map is lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: closures). 
 
When viewing the map, click on a specific street to see if more info is available 
(i.e., eastbound only closures vs. total closure, in the case of Old Cheney).   
 
(DN) 
 
David Norris 
Citizen Information Center 
555 S. 10th St. - Suite 301 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402-441-7547 
 



 

 
 
 

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
3140 “N” St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402-441-8000 

             
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:        June 9, 2015      
FOR MORE INFORMATION:         Judith A. Halstead, MS, Health Director, 402-441-8001 
                                                                Steve Frederick, Health Data & Evaluation, 402-441-6271 
 

 
 

PUBLIC INVITED TO TAKE ONLINE SURVEY 
ON COMMUNITY’S HEALTH  

 
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD) invites the public to take a brief online 
survey to help assess the health of the community.  The survey is available in both English and Spanish 
at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: community or comunidad) until the week of July 6. 

The Community Themes and Strengths survey asks residents to rate local medical and public health 
services; access to recreational opportunities; how safe they feel; whether child care services are 
available and affordable; the availability of services for older residents; and other aspects of life in the 
community.  The survey also asks people about health risks and to rank the health issues they believe 
are most important. 

LLCHD Health Director Judy Halstead said the department wants both new and long-term residents of 
Lincoln and Lancaster County to take the 10-minute survey.  She said LLCHD is now going through 
the process of seeking national accreditation, and a local community health assessment is a required 
part of that process. 

More information on the survey is available by calling Steve Frederick, Manager of LLCHD’s Health 

Data and Evaluation Division, at 402-441-6271. 
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      LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  
  

Board of Health  
May 12, 2015  

  
I.  ROLL CALL  

  
The meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 5:03 PM by Jacquelyn Miller at 
the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  Members Present:  Roma Amundson, 
Alan Doster, Doug Emery, Michelle Peterson, Craig Strong, Tim Sieh (ex-officio) and 
Jacquelyn Miller.  

  
Members Absent:  Karla Lester, Heidi Stark, Brittany Behrens (ex-officio) and Molly 
Burton (ex-officio).  
  
Staff Present:  Judy Halstead, Steve Frederick, Steve Beal, Gwendy Meginnis, John 
Chess, Andrea Haberman, Charlotte Burke, Scott Holmes and Elaine Severe.  
  
Others Present:  Nicole Vaverek and Nancy Hicks.  

  
II.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

  
Dr. Miller asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Agenda.  
  
Motion: Moved by Ms. Amundson that the Agenda be approved as printed.  Second by 
Mr. Strong.  Motion carried by acclamation.  

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

  
Dr. Miller asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes.   

  
Motion: Moved by Ms. Amundson that the April 14, 2015 Minutes be approved as printed. 
Second by Dr. Peterson.  Motion carried by acclamation.  
  

III.  PUBLIC SESSION  
  
Ms. Burke introduced Ms.Vaverek – UNL intern who is completing her internship rotation 
at the Health Department.  
  
DEPARTMENT REPORTS  

  
 A.  Health Director Update  

  
Ms. Halstead provided an update on the local flooding situation.  Health 
Department staff were involved and provided assistance with shelter care, tetanus 
vaccines, and providing information on proper cleanup to avoid mold and health 
issues.  She stated the City is providing free debris hauling for the North and South 
Bottoms residents on Saturday, May 16.  The Center for People in Need is 



conducting a special distribution of cleaning supplies, personal care items, 
disinfectants and plastic totes on May 13 & 14, 2015 for residents in the affected 
areas.  An After Action Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 14th to review 
actions and to discuss next steps.  Staff are also collecting cost information to 
determine if the City can submit a claim to FEMA for public infrastructure funding 
reimbursement.  
  
Ms. Halstead stated staff continue to assist local law enforcement and emergency 
personnel with follow-up on K2.  Doug Tangeman, one of our employees who has a 
degree in chemistry, is assisting with the results of testing of the substances.  
  
Ms. Halstead stated staff are working with People’s Health Center to provide 

services to a limited number of General Assistance patients.  Staff are working with 
the Law Department on an agreement for this program.  

   
   IV. CURRENT BUSINESS (Action items)\  
  
  A.  Proposed Replacement of Policy 223.23 – Individual Sewage Disposal Systems in   
Lancaster County with Policy 223.23 – Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Inspection Policy  
  

Mr. Chess stated recent updates to the Lincoln Municipal Code and Lancaster 
County Resolution required review of the Individual Sewage Disposal Systems 
policy. Staff are recommending replacing the old policy with a new policy, modeled 
after the public swimming pool inspection policy that was approved by the Board of 
Health in November, 2014.  The procedure section of the new policy reflects 
current regulatory requirements for how onsite wastewater treatment systems must 
be inspected.  All of the forms were updated to assure all inspections are conducted 
consistent with the Lincoln Municipal Code and Lancaster County Resolution.  
  
Motion:  Moved by Mr. Strong that the Board of Health approve Policy 223.23 – 
Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Inspection.  Second by Dr. Doster.  Motion 
carried by a 6-0 roll call vote.  

    
 B.  July Board of Health Meeting  

  
Ms. Halstead stated over the past few years, July Board of Health meetings have 
been cancelled or attendance has been low.  She asked the Board of Health to 
consider holding or cancelling the July 14, 2015 meeting.  By deciding now, staff 
can better prepare and schedule agenda items for either the June or August meeting.  
  
Motion:  Moved by Ms. Amundson that the Board of Health cancel the July 14, 
2015 meeting.  Second by Dr. Doster.  Motion carried on a 5-1 vote.  Ayes – 
Amundson, Doster, Miller, Peterson and Strong.  Abstain – Emery.  

  
  V.      CURRENT BUSINESS (Information Items)  
  
 A.  Legislation Update  
  



Ms. Halstead stated staff continue to monitor and follow the 2015 Legislative 
Session.  Bills of interest include:  LB31 – eliminating motorcycle and moped 
helmet requirements – passed over; LB332 – the MEDS Disposal Program for 
appropriation of funds to implement a statewide program; and the Appropriations  
Committee’s discussions on funding for local public health departments.  The 
Legislature adopted Legislative Resolution 257 and will study and review how to 
review state funds for local public health department to ensure the departments are 
able to meet their core responsibilities and functions.  
   

 B.  Update on K2  
  

Ms. Halstead provided an update on the recent increase in the number of K2 
overdoses in the community.  She stated staff received the initial communication 
from a hospital Emergency Room Medical Director stating they were seeing a large 
number of K2 overdoses.  Health Department staff then communicated with 
Lincoln Fire and Rescue, Lincoln Police Department, local hospitals, Lincoln 
Public  
Schools, Lancaster County Sheriff and the Bridge regarding the situation.  Between 
April 17th and April 30th, Lincoln Fire and Rescue responded to 109 calls known or 
suspected, Lincoln Police Department responded to 43 calls and the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to 2 known calls resulting in 129 unduplicated 

calls.  The agencies met on April 23rd and held a news conference on April 24th.  
Lincoln Police Department seized the production April 23rd.  The Law Department 
asked local businesses to discontinue selling the product.  Mr. Sieh stated a similar 
effort was implemented in an Arizona community.  She reported the number of 
cases has decreased over the past several weeks.   The community response to the 
situation was excellent.   The Health Department developed a K2 Information Form 
and data is being collected on the cases.  She stated the Department will continue to 
monitor the situation.  She expressed her appreciation to the community partners for 
working with us on this matter.  
  

 C.  MAPP Update/Future Participation by Board of Health Members  
  

Mr. Frederick stated the Department held the first meeting of the MAPP  
(Mobilizing for Action through Partnership and Planning) Committee on April 23, 
2015.  Individuals were asked to assist the Department in updating the community 
health assessment that the Department conducted in 2010-2011.     Fifty-eight (58) 
individuals attended the meeting.  He reviewed the Vision and Value statements.  
He stated future meetings will be held on May 21 and June 25, 2015.  Over the next 
several months, staff will review the latest data and make changes to the community 
profile, conduct surveys and focus groups, evaluate the resources and assets in the 
community and the strengths of the local public health system, prioritize health 
issues and identify current progress on the goals in the Community Health 
Improvement Plan.   

  
 VII.        FUTURE BUSINESS  

  



 VIII.       ANNOUNCEMENTS    
    
            Next Meeting – June 9, 2015 - 5:00 PM  
  

Mr. Emery expressed his thanks and appreciation to the Health Department staff 
and the Board of Health during the past several years while he served as a Lincoln 
City Councilman.  He appreciated the energy and dedication of the employees and 
felt fortunate to be able to work with the staff and Board.  Ms. Halstead thanked 
Mr. Emery for his service to the Department, the Board of Health and the residents 
of the City.  

      
  

  IX.        ADJOURNMENT  
  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:02 PM.  
  

  
  

Elaine Severe  
Recording Secretary  

  
  

Jacquelyn Miller  
Vice-President  

  
  

  



DEPARTMENT REPORT  
MAY, 2015  

  
  

DIRECTOR’S OFFICE  
  
Brandon Grimm, Ph.D., Director of the Office of Public Health at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center, provided a presentation to the Department’s Management 

Team and to all Health Department staff on Workforce Development and the survey staff 
will be completing this summer.  This will be part of the Department’s accreditation 

process.    
  
The Health Director attended the Hot Wash Meeting on May 14th to discuss next steps 
after the flood event of early May.   Staff also collected cost information for the City’s 

claim to FEMA for funding reimbursement.  The information as submitted to FEMA on 
May 29, 2015.  The After Action Meeting is June 2, 2015.  
  
The Department completed the review and update of the Department’s Goals and 

Indicators and they were submitted to the Mayor’s Office.  
  
The Health Director attended an orientation or new City Council members Cindi Lamm 
and Jane Raybould on May 15, 2015.  
  
May Beutler is proposing the appointment of James Bowers to the Lincoln-Lancaster 
County Board of Health.  
  
 The Health Director attended the Tabitha Foundation Board of Directors and Community 
Health Endowment Board of Trustees meetings.  
  
Mayor Beutler honored the City Service Year Employees at a breakfast on May 11, 2015.  
Health Department employees receiving recognition for their years of service were:    
  
40 years – Brenda Christie  
  
35 years – Bernice Afuh and Kurt Dodd  
  
30 years – Gwendy Meginnis  
  
25 years – Lori Cook and Paul Drotzmann  
  
20 years – Marilyn Bilka, Harry Heafer, Anita King, Demon Wimes and Judy Halstead  
  
15 years – Justin Daniel, Ron Eriksen, and Lisa Munger  



  
10 years – Gary Bergstrom, Steve Frederick, Raju Kakarlapudi, Renee Massie, and Pam 
Rowe.  
  
  

ANIMAL CONTROL  
       

  
      

 Sep 12-  
Apr 13  
  

  Sep 13- 
Apr 14     

Sep 14- 
Apr 15  

      

      

Pet Licenses Sold  42193  42085  42743  
Cases Dispatched  15047  14482  15373  
Investigation  16083  15683  16581  

       

Animals Impounded  998  951  910  
 Dogs  679  781  811  
Cats        

       

Court Citations Issued  212  264  217  
Warnings/Defects Issued  10298  10119  11063  

       

Bite Cases Reported  278  275  306  
Attack Cases Reported  29  31  35  

       

Dogs Declared Pot. Dangerous 
Dangerous Dogs  

48  
12  

45  
8  

44  
14  

       

Animal Neglect Investigations  391  394  350  
Injured Animal Rescue  358  394  475  
Wildlife Removal  218  227  271  
Dead Animal Pickup  1128  1035  1204  

       

Lost and Found Reports  1546  1365  1435  
Phone Calls  32590  28918  28758  
Average Response Time (in mins) 20  34  27  

  
  
Animal Control will be doing more public education with pet owners on the importance 
of getting their pets spayed or neutered. This will include increasing our outreach to low 



and limited income pet owners that would be eligible for one of our spay/neuter grants. 
We have worked with the Center for People in Need previously on outreach and by doing 
and will consider that approach again. In addition we will work with 10 Health and 5 City 
TV on low cost PSAs and messages that would be suitable to a variety of media formats, 
including social media sources where appropriate.  
  
There has been an increase in injured animal rescues for the reporting period of 9/14-4/15 
(475 calls) compared to the same reporting period 9/13-4/14 (394 calls). Lincoln is 
fortunate to have several wildlife rescue groups and individuals that take injured wildlife 
and care for them.  
Animal Control completed a 2015 update to our program goals and indicators. This is a 
necessary and useful process for establishing measurable outcomes for division priorities 
and communicating expectations to staff and others.  

Keeping pets healthy during the summer months means that owners need to check their 
pets for ticks. Making sure your pets are current on their vaccinations for rabies and 
preventive treatment for heartworms will help reduce both pet and human risk to disease 
and illness. Mosquitos are an intermediate host of heartworms and are spread to dogs and 
cats through the bite of the mosquito.  

Animal Control staff and staff from Information Management have been working with 
potential vendors for what will eventually become the new program for all Animal 
Control licensing, dispatch, bites, investigations and field operations. Nine vendors for 
the software have expressed interest to date and we have completed reviews of five of the 
vendors. After are initial reviews are completed a Request for Proposals will go out to 
potential vendors. The process has been very thorough and involvement from supervisors 
has been very important to assuring we are clear in communicating our needs for a new 
system.  

                
                        

COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES  
  

No Report  
  

DENTAL HEALTH & NUTRITION SERVICES  
  
WIC  
  
Caseload (Participation)  
Total    
Main    
Cornhusker Clinic    

  
  



Food: For November 2014 -   
  
Food Monthly Obligations  $ 238,578.51  
Food Pkg Avg.  $ 71.03  
  Women  $ 41.42  
                   Infants  $ 148.27  
                   Children  $ 47.24  

  
  
Mentoring:  
          (Number and school)  
Students  1 CYF  
Interns    
Volunteers  2 UNL-  RD  
LMEP Residents  1  

  
  
Dental Health  
  
Total number of clients served during all clinic hours (unduplicated count): 575  
  
Total number of patient encounters (duplicated client count): 698  
  
Total number of patient visits (duplicated provider appointments/visits): 965  
  
Total number of Racial/Ethnic and White Non-English speaking patients: 369 (64%)  
  
Total number of children served: 335 (58%)  
  
Total number of clients enrolled in Medicaid: 382 (66%)  
  
Clients served during Thursday evening hours (unduplicated count): 78   
  
Client encounters during Thursday evening hours (duplicated client count): 80  
  
Patient visits during Thursday evening hours (duplicated provider appointments/visits): 
124  
  
Racial/Ethnic and White Non-English speaking patients during Thursday evening hours: 
59 (76%)  
  
Children served during Thursday evening hours: 70 (90%)  
  



Patients enrolled in Medicaid during Thursday evening hours: 57 (73%)   
  
  
Outreach Activities  
  
Children transported from Elliott, Everett and Holmes Elementary Schools in need of 
urgent dental services:   
  
Total number of children: 22 children for 25 patient provider visits. Total number of 
children enrolled in Medicaid: 16 (73%)   
  
Total number of children non-Medicaid eligible receiving services at no fee: 6 (27%) 
Total of racial and ethnic children: 13 (59%).  
  
Three Dental Students from UNMC College of Dentistry rotated through the Dental 
Clinic.  
  

                           
ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH  
  
Food Safety: Food Establishments and Food Handler Training   
  
Goals/Purpose  
  
Protect human health by reducing the risk of foodborne illness.  
  
Methods/Strategies (What we do):  
  
- conduct uniform inspections of food establishments  
- conduct new and remodeled facility plan review  
- issue permits, collect fees  
- provide compliance and foodborne illness prevention assistance  
- investigate complaints and foodborne illness outbreaks  
- take enforcement actions (NOVs, FENs, Court cases)  
- provide food handler training in safe food preparation, hygiene, and sanitization  
  
Indicator (How we measure success)   
  
Maintain number of food safety complaints at less than 325 per year and food-borne 
illness reports at less than 50 per year.   
Inspect 95% of food establishments within established risk based intervals.  
Decrease the average number of critical item violations by 5%.   
Decrease the average number of regular violations by 5%.    



  
Funding/Source   
  
Fees, State Contract, City/County General Fund; Grants.  Direct costs for the Food Safety 
and Food Handler program is about 85% fee funded.  
  
Comparison  
  
See chart below on complaints.  So far in FY15, 277 complaints have been received, with 
65 being foodborne illness.    

 
  
  
Levels of complaints on food establishments have been trending downward in the last 
three years, but complaints on foodborne illness have not.  The number of complaints is 
driven not only by local issues, but by highly publicized national outbreaks.  For 
example, national outbreaks included: outbreaks of E. coli in spinach, Salmonella in 
peppers, and Salmonella in alfalfa sprouts originating in Nebraska in FY08; Salmonella 
in peanut butter in FY09; Salmonella in eggs in FY10; and Cyclospora in salad greens in 
2013.  Fewer large outbreaks may have once again resulted in fewer complaints on 
establishments and fewer reports of foodborne illness in FY11 and FY12.  
  
The average number of critical item violations in food establishments (restaurants) has 
remained stable at around 2.2 to 2.3 per regular inspection.  The average number of 
noncritical item violations has decreased from 7.75 to 5.38 per regular inspection over the 
last five years.     



    

Average Number of Violations per Year for Food Establishments 
(Type 01A)   
  FY10  FY11  FY12  FY13  FY14  
Critical Item 
Violation  

2.28  2.20  2.29  2.24  2.15  

Non-Critical  
Item  
Violation  

7.75  6.83  6.57  6.21  5.38  

  
    
Description   
  
In FY14, the Food Safety Program 
permitted and inspected 1,374 food 
establishments in Lancaster 
County, including restaurants, 
grocery stores, temporary booths, 
events and farmers’ markets. 1073 

annual permit renewals were sent 
out in April of 2015, just 8 more 
than in 2014.  The growth in new 
establishments, such as in the West 
Haymarket area, requiring significant work on plan review, consultation, opening 
inspections, etc.  Lincoln has implemented FDA’s Voluntary National Retail Food 

Regulatory Program Standards and  
meets 7 of 9 standards.  The 
standardized approach’s goal is to 

improve food safety in Lancaster 
County and to reduce food-borne 
illness.  Inspection intervals are risk 
based and range from 1 to 3 times 
per year. 2,749 inspections were 
performed in FY14. Enforcement 
actions are taken when violations 
pose a risk to the public’s health.  In 

FY14, 347 Notices of Violation and  
100 Food Enforcement Notices 
(FENs) were issued, with two food 
establishment permits being 
suspended.  All inspection findings 
for all food establishments are now  



available to the public on the Internet.  All food establishment employees must have food 
handler permits and each establishment must have a Food Manager in charge of the 
operation.   
  
Food Handler and Food Manager Permits Issued  
  
Training food managers and food handlers in safe food handling practices, hygiene, and 
sanitization is critical to preventing foodborne illnesses in our community.  In FY14, 
14,278 Food Handler and Food Manager permits were issued (735 FMs).  Food handler 
training and permits are available both on-line through an interactive training program 
developed with UNL and via in-person classes.  About two thirds of the food handler 
permits were obtained on-line.  Food Handler classes are offered at least once per week 
and Spanish classes are offered at least once per month.  
  
FDA Grant Updates  
  
In 2012, LLCHD received a five year FDA 
grant to implement an innovative 
community behavior change model to 
achieve implementation of Active 
Managerial Controls (AMC) in the retail 
food industry resulting in reducing the risk 
of foodborne illness. The AMCs are focused 
on five main risk factors identified by CDC 
that are associated with the majority of 
foodborne illness outbreaks from retail food 
establishments.  LLCHD’s main grant 

project objective is to strengthen Active 
Managerial Controls of food safety at the 
retail level thru a two-part behavioral change intervention strategy: 1. Engage Food 
Protection Managers in a Communitybased Social Marketing Initiative; and 2. 

Develop a Retail Food Safety Consultant 
Intensive On-site Intervention.    

  
INFUSE, the name for our Retail Food Safety 
Consultation Program, provides intensive onsite 
consultation to Food Protection Managers in the 
poorest performing retail food establishments, 
with the goal of causing the implementation of 
AMCs for FDA’s “Five Key Risk Factors” for 

foodborne illness.  This  
partnership effort is known as INFUSE.  We knew that changing behavior in Food 
Managers in poorly operating facilities would be hard, and we have experienced many 
challenges including: entrenched poor food safety practices, lack of fiscal and staff 



resources, high turnover, operating in survival mode, and lack of interest in policies, logs, 
and documentation.  Most of these have been overcome through LLCHD’s Retail Food 

Safety Consultant building relationships with the Food Managers, being helpful, 
persistent, consistent, and flexible.  We have learned that while providing resources (e.g. 
logs, thermocouples, and visual cooling guides) is important, consulting with them on 
how to use them is more important.  Helping the Food Managers create a culture of food 
safety in their establishment through social norming and social diffusion techniques, and 
emphasizing the most important food safety risks have been successful strategies.  To 
date, 45 AMCs have been adopted in 16 historically poor performing food 
establishments.  Regulatory inspections conducted after the intensive consultations have 
found an average of less than 1 violation of risk factors most associated with foodborne 
illness per inspection. Unexpected outcomes included: increased trust by food 
establishments that had impending enforcement actions, identifying and eliminating 
practices that present considerable food safety risk that would not be identified in a 
typical inspection, and food managers accepting that food safety is as vital to their 
success as food quality.  
  
Food Managers for Excellence 
Taskforce  
  
The Food Managers for Excellence 
Taskforce was assembled and launched 
in the spring of 2014.  Food managers 
from a variety of restaurant and 
institutional settings across the city were 
nominated by the Food Safety staff and 
the LLCHD’s Food Advisory Committee 

comprised of industry representatives. 
The Taskforce met monthly for the first 
4 months and has met bimonthly since 
that time.  The two year goal for the 
Taskforce is to work through a  
Community Based Social Marketing 
(CBSM) approach to behavior change on 
a single behavior related to a Key Risk Factor for foodborne illness.   



 
Care Center, Beacon Hills Restaurant and Catering, and Engine House Café.  
  
The Food Safety Program also received three separate smaller grants from the 
Association of Food and Drug Officials/FDA specifically to:  update our InspecTab 
software for conducting electronic food inspections, staff training, and completing a 
selfassessment of FDA Retail Program Standard #6 Compliance and Enforcement.  
Excellent progress has been made on updating InspecTab, staff will attend training this 
fall, and we expect to complete the self-assessment by June 30, 2015.  
  
  
HEALTH DATA & EVALUATION  
  
On May 21st we held the second meeting of the MAPP (Mobilizing for Action through 
Partnership and Planning) Committee to help us update the community health assessment 
that we last conducted in 2010-2011. While staff from the division routinely monitors 
health status indicators, we also conduct a broader health assessment with the input of our 
community partners every three to five years. At the first meeting in April the MAPP 
committee discussed a potential vision statement (where we hope to be as a community 
in five years) and related principles. After the meeting a group of staff formulated four 
alternative vision statements from those ideas submitted by participants. We then 
surveyed members about how they would rank the alternatives. (We were pleased to have 
47 people complete the survey.) The results of the survey were presented at the May 
meeting and, after a little wordsmithing, the group decided on the following Vision, 
Vision Priorities and Guiding Principles:  
  

Vision: A thriving community where all people are safe and healthy. 
Vision Priorities:  

Following a rig orous  
process, the Taskforce  
chose hand washing as it s   
targeted behavior   from the  
“Poor Personal Hygiene”  
Risk Factor .  The Food  
Managers for Excellence  
Taskforce is comprises of  
food managers from: The  
Blue Orchid Thai  
Restaurant, Runza, Leon’s  
Grocery/Id eal Grocery,  
Lincoln Public Schools,  
Lincoln Pius X High  
School, Butterfly Bakery,  
C Berry’s, University of  
Nebraska - Lincoln Child  

Food Managers for Excellence  

Community - Based Social  Marketing 

Select 

Behavior 

Uncover 

Barriers 

Benefits 

Develop 

Strategy 

Pilot 

Strategy 

Implement 

Broadly 

Evaluate 



• We will make a measurable impact in improving the health of our community.   
• We will broaden and strengthen partnerships among community 

organizations.  
• We will optimize health - personal, environmental, and behavioral – for all 

residents.  
• We strive to empower people of all ages to take control of their health.  
• We will support an environment that values and respects all citizens.  
• We will achieve a community culture of health.  We will advocate for health 

equity.  

        Guiding Principles:  

Whole Health  
Compassionate  
Collaborative  
Supportive  

VISION:  A thriving community where all people are safe and healthy.  
Also, at the May meeting we discussed some of the data for the Community Health 
Status Assessment and for changes to the community profile. Over the next couple of 
months, we will conduct surveys and focus groups, evaluate the resources and assets 
in the community and the strengths of our local public health system, prioritize health 
issues and identify current progress on the goals in the CHIP (Community Health 
Improvement Plan).   
  
There’s a link to the MAPP webpage on the Health Department’s home page, which 
includes the PowerPoint presentations and we will provide updated information as we 
proceed with the various assessments. See 
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/health/data/MAPP.htm.   
  

At the end of school year Tim Timmons stops sending out weekly flu reports. As summer 
approaches we anticipate increases in diseases associated with outdoor activities. 
Therefore, we are expecting to see more cases of disease related to tick and mosquito 
bites. This is also the time of year for bats to be more active so both Animal Control and 
communicable disease staffs are busy with calls. Summer is also a busy time for 
investigating food- and waterborne diseases such as campylobacter and salmonella, but 
fortunately the number of cases most years are not reflective of major outbreaks.  Still, 
this is a good time to remind people to wear DEET or other insect repellents when 
engaged in outdoor activity, to be careful with food prep and maintain foods at the proper 
temperatures and to call Animal Control if they have a bat in the house and not to just 
shew them out of the house.     
  
   

HEALTH PROMOTION & OUTREACH  
  

http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/health/data/MAPP.htm
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/health/data/MAPP.htm


Chronic Disease Prevention and Minority Health   
  
Staff have fully implemented the workplan of the Women’s and Men’s Health grant from 

the DHHS Lifespan Health Division.  This workplan targets those adults that are most 
atrisk for not receiving preventive health screening and those people who are ready to 
make healthy behavioral changes. The population served is primarily limited income 
and/or people of a racial or ethnic minority.  Staff assist clients by: helping determine 
what preventive health screenings may be recommended; helping clients become aware 
of health resources in the community; and by providing “health coaching” for those 

clients who are needing support in making healthy behavior changes in such areas as 
physical activity, achieving a healthy weight, and tobacco cessation.  The health coaching 
is done using a very specific model and includes multiple encounters with the clients.  
Referral for health coaching comes from the Office of Women’s and Men’s Health.  

Since April when staff began client encounters, staff has assisted or is currently assisting 
40 clients.  
  
Efforts to promote bicycling and bicycle safety continue to expand:  
  

• Staff presented information on bike safety to 100 adults at a health and safety 
event at National Research Corporation;  

• Information on bike and pedestrian safety was provided to more than 250 children 
and adults at the annual YMCA Healthy Kids Day event at the Cooper Y.  

• Bike to School events were held at Kahoa Elementary School with more than 100 
children participating; at Sheridan Elementary with over 80 children participating; 
at Prescott Elementary School with 65 children participating; at Kloefkorn 
Elementary with 50 children participating; and at Pyrtle Elementary with more 
than 100 children participating.   

  
Maternal Child Health Childhood Obesity grant:  Staff and community partners continue 
to promote the 54321GO message across the community.  The effort in May focused on 
#2 – two or fewer hours of screen time per day.   The GO Team promoted Screen Free 
week with a screen-free pass that was supported by a number of community agencies 
including The Y, The Children’s Museum, Parks and Recreation, The Children’s Zoo, the 
City Libraries, and others.  Rather than watch TV or play video games, 126 children and 
their families used Screen-Free Week passes to take part in activities offered by the 
participating community agencies.   A short You Tube video promoting reduced screen 
time can be viewed at this site:    https://youtu.be/otyW0tYEd-Q  
Staff has also been utilizing social media to promote the 54321GO message.  There are 
currently 400 followers on Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.  
  
Injury Prevention   
  
 Staff assisted in coordination of the annual Picnic in the Park/Safe Kids Blast at Pentzer 
Park in collaboration with The Salvation Army.  More than 600 children and adults 

https://youtu.be/otyW0tYEd-Q
https://youtu.be/otyW0tYEd-Q
https://youtu.be/otyW0tYEd-Q
https://youtu.be/otyW0tYEd-Q


attended the event.  Safe Kids Lincoln Lancaster County had 16 exhibits present and all 
six task forces were represented.  Popular attractions included the Nebraska State Patrol 
Seat Belt Convincer, the Lincoln Emergency Communication Center, the LES power line 
demonstration, the LFR fire safety house, and the 54321GO physical activities.  
  
Staff conducted a Nebraska Safe Kids Child Care Transportation Training for Family 
Service of Lincoln.  Eleven childcare workers who provide transportation to children 
attended this three hour training.  
  
INFORMATION & FISCAL MANAGEMENT  
  
Information Management and Health Data staff are working together on development of 
Performance Management Tracking.  Requirements and data collection templates have 
been developed.  
  
Information Management Staff have completed the first draft of specifications for a new 
Animal Control System.  We have asked City IS staff to review and make comments.  IM 
and Animal Control staff have been participating in brief demos of existing solutions.  
The demos allow us to see if the specifications are complete and to encourage vendors to 
respond to the Request for Proposals (RFP) when it is released.  Anticipated release of 
the RFP is in June.  
  
Fiscal Supervisor is completing the 8 month fiscal review meetings with the Management 
Team in each division.  
  



**ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION**

NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, June 10, 2015, at 1:00 p.m., in Hearing Room
112 on the first floor of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.,
Lincoln, Nebraska.  For more information, call the Planning
Department, (402) 441-7491.

**PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any
item with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”. Any aggrieved person may appeal
Final Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council or County
Board by filing a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk or County Clerk within
14 days following the action of the Planning Commission. 

The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board. 

AGENDA 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2015

[Commissioners Beecham absent]

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held May 27, 2015, as amended.
**APPROVED: 7-0; Weber abstained; (Beecham absent)** 

1. CONSENT AGENDA 
(Public Hearing and Administrative Action):

SPECIAL PERMITS:

1.1 Special Permit No. 15023, to allow Emerald Care Center to operate as a
Page Residential Healthcare Facility in the AG zoning district, on property
01 generally located at 5500 South Coddington Avenue, Lincoln, Lancaster

County, Nebraska. **FINAL ACTION** 
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 402-441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
for in the staff report dated May 22, 2015: 8-0 (Beecham absent). 
Resolution No. PC-01455.



1.2 Special Permit No.15031, to allow for the sale of alcohol for consumption
Page on the premises, on property generally located at 1000 Saunders Avenue.
13 **FINAL ACTION**

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 402-441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
for in the staff report dated May 20, 2015: 8-0 (Beecham absent). 
Resolution No. PC-01456.

1.3 Special Permit No. 15032, for the construction of a parking lot in a
Page residential district with a reduction of the front and side yard setbacks, on
21 property generally located at 710 South 36th Street.

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Paul Barnes, 402-441-6372, pbarnes@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL,
as set for in the staff report dated May 27, 2015: 8-0 (Beecham absent). 
 Public hearing before the City Council tentatively scheduled for
Monday, June 29, 2015, 5:30 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS:

1.4 Waiver No. 15010, to request a waiver to the Subdivision Ordinance
Page 26.23.140 (e) to allow a lot with two frontages for the final plat of Rolling
29 Hills Ridge 5th Addition, on property  generally located at 6544 South 19th

Street. **FINAL ACTION**
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 402-441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: APPROVAL, as set for in the staff
report dated May 21, 2015: 8-0 (Beecham absent).  Resolution No. PC-
01457.

1.5 Waiver No. 15011, for a request to waive street trees, sidewalk, paving of
Page Calvert Street, and lot width to depth ratio requirements for the final plat
35 Robidoux Row Addition on property generally located at 3658 Folsom

Street. **FINAL ACTION**
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 402-441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
for in the staff report dated May 26, 2015, as amended: 8-0 (Beecham
absent).  Resolution No. PC-01458.



1.6 Waiver No. 15012, a waiver for a lot depth of less than 90 feet on property
Page generally located at 7279 Yankee Woods Drive. **FINAL ACTION**
41 Staff recommendation: Approval

Staff Planner: Paul Barnes, 402-441-6372, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: APPROVAL, as set for in the staff
report dated May 26, 2015: 8-0 (Beecham absent).  Resolution No.
PC-01459.

2. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL:  (See Items 4.6a, 4.6b, 4.7a, and 4.7b below)

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA: None

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT AND RELATED ITEMS:

4.1a Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 15001, to amend the 2040
Page Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan, by changing the Future
47 Land Use Plan designation from "Residential-Urban Density" to

"Commercial" on property generally located in the Yankee Hill Road and
South 40th Street area and to modify the location of a future bike trail.
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Brandon Garrett, 402-441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL; 7-0 (Sunderman
conflict of interest; Beecham absent).  Public hearing before the City
Council tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 29, 2015, 5:30 p.m.

4.1b Annexation No. 15005, to annex approximately 86 acres, more or less,
Page including adjacent rights-of-way, generally located at South 40th Street and
53 Yankee Hill Road.

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 402-441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL;
7-0 (Sunderman conflict of interest, Beecham absent).  Public hearing
before the City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 29,
2015, 5:30 p.m.



4.1c Change of Zone No. 15016, Wilderness Creek Planned Unit Development,
Page for a change of zone from AG Agriculture District to R-3 PUD including
53 areas designated for H-4 General Commercial development, R-3

Residential development, and R-5 Residential development, on property
generally located at South 40th and Yankee Hill Streets, for a Planned Unit
Development designation of said property; and for approval of a
development plan which proposes modifications to the Zoning Ordinance
and Land Subdivision Ordinance to allow for a mix of commercial and
residential uses.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 402-441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL;
7-0 (Sunderman conflict of interest, Beecham absent).  Public hearing
before the City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 29,
2015, 5:30 p.m.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE:

4.2 Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 15006, to review as to
Page conformance with the 2040 Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan,
79 a proposed application to declare property as surplus, generally located at

801 South 27th Street.
Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
Staff Planner: Paul Barnes, 402-441-6372, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONFORMANCE WITH THE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; 8-0 (Beecham absent).  Public hearing
before the City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 29,
2015, 5:30 p.m.

ANNEXATION AND RELATED CHANGE OF ZONE:

4.3a Annexation No. 15004, to annex approximately 21 acres, more or less,
Page including adjacent rights-of-way, generally located at 4949 Yankee Hill
85 Road, between South 48th and South 52nd Streets.

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 402-441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL;
8-0 (Beecham absent).  Public hearing before the City Council
tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 29, 2015, 5:30 p.m.



4.3b Change of Zone No. 15013, Eastmont at Yankee Hill Planned Unit
Page Development, for a change of zone from AG Agriculture to R-3 Residential
85 PUD, on property generally located at S. 52nd Street and Yankee Hill Road;

for a Planned Unit Development designation of said property; and for
approval of a development plan which proposes modifications to the Zoning
Ordinance and Land Subdivision Ordinance to allow a Residential
Healthcare Facility and associated uses, office uses and residential uses
per the R-3 zoning district.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 402-441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL
AS AMENDED; 8-0 (Beecham absent).  Public hearing before the City
Council tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 29, 2015, 5:30 p.m.

TEXT AMENDMENTS:

4.4 Text Amendment No. 15004, an ordinance amending Title 27 of the Lincoln
Page Municipal Code relating to the Zoning Code by amending Sections
109 27.06.080, 27.63.530, and 27.72.010 to allow a Healthcare Facility,

Residential as a special permitted use in the AG zoning district on a lot
which has five or more acres; amending Section 27.63.090 to allow
dwellings for members of religious orders on a lot which has five or more
acres; and repealing Sections 27.06.080, 27.63.090, 27.63.530, and
27.72.010 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing.
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Steve Henrichsen, 402-441-6374, shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL; 8-0 (Beecham
absent).  Public hearing before the City Council tentatively scheduled
for Monday, June 29, 2015, 5:30 p.m.

4.5 Text Amendment No. 15007, amending Section 27.06.070 of the Lincoln
Page Municipal Code relating to the Household Living Use Group to allow
125 dwellings for caretakers as a permitted use in the B-1, B-2, and B-3 zoning

districts; and repealing Section 27.06.070 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as
hitherto existing.
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 402-441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL; 8-0 (Beecham
absent).  Public hearing before the City Council tentatively scheduled
for Monday, June 29, 2015, 5:30 p.m.



CHANGES OF ZONE AND RELATED SPECIAL PERMITS:

4.6a Change of Zone No. 15015, a change of zone from AG Agriculture District
Page to R-3 Residential District, on property generally located at 5000 South 84th

131 Street.
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 402-441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Applicant’s request for additional two-week deferral granted, with
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION scheduled
for Wednesday, June 24, 2015, 1:00 p.m.

4.6b Special Permit No. 15028, a request for a Community Unit Plan to allow for
Page the development of a 34-lot subdivision, with waivers to setbacks, lot width,
137 lot area, and private roadway design standards, on property generally

located at 5000 South 84th Street. **FINAL ACTION**
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 402-441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Applicant’s request for additional two-week deferral granted, with
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION scheduled
for Wednesday, June 24, 2015, 1:00 p.m.

4.7a Change of Zone No. 15014, from R-1 Residential to R-2 Residential, on
Page property generally located southwest of the intersection of Old Cheney
151 Road and Norman Road.

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 402-441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Applicant’s request for additional two-week deferral granted, with
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION scheduled
for Wednesday, June 24, 2015, 1:00 p.m.

4.7b Special Permit No. 15035, to allow the construction of a residential
Page healthcare facility for up to 285 residents and to allow waivers to the Zoning
151 Ordinance and Subdivision Ordinance to adjust the height requirement, and

eliminate block length and pedestrian easement requirements, on property
generally located on the west portion of the Knolls Country Club, Norman
Road and Old Cheney Road.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 402-441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Applicant’s request for additional two-week deferral granted, with
PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION scheduled
for Wednesday, June 24, 2015, 1:00 p.m.



AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO

* * * * * * * * * *

Adjournment 2:56 P.M.

PENDING LIST:  None

Planning Dept. staff contacts: 

Stephen Henrichsen, Development Review Manager . 402-441-6374 . . . . shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
David Cary, Acting Director and Long Range Manager 402-441-6364 . . . . . dcary@lincoln.ne.gov 
Paul Barnes, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6372 . . . . . pbarnes@lincoln.ne.gov 
Michael Brienzo, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6369 . . . . . mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov 
Tom Cajka, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-5662 . . . . . tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Christy Eichorn, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-7603 . . . . . ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Brandon Garrett, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6373 . . . . . bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Stacey Groshong Hageman, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6361 . . . . . slhageman@lincoln.ne.gov 
Brian Will, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6362 . . . . . bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Kellee Van Bruggen, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . 402-441-6363 . . . . . kvanbruggen@lincoln.ne.gov
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6360 . . . . . ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov 

* * * * *
The Planning Commission meeting

which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City TV, Cable Channel 5.

* * * * *
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm 

ACCOMMODATION NOTICE 

The City of Lincoln complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 guidelines. Ensuring the public’s access to and participating in public meetings
is a priority for the City of Lincoln. In the event you are in need of a reasonable accommodation in order to
attend or participate in a public meeting conducted by the City of Lincoln, please contact the Director of
Equity and Diversity, Lincoln Commission on Human Rights, at 402 441-7624 as soon as possible before
the scheduled meeting date in order to make your request. 



PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
NOTIFICATION

TO: Mayor Chris Beutler
Lincoln City Council

 
FROM : Geri Rorabaugh, Planning

DATE : June 10, 2015

RE: Notice of final action by Planning Commission: June 10, 2015

Please be advised that on June 10, 2015, the Lincoln City-Lancaster County Planning Commission
adopted the following resolutions:

Resolution No. PC-01455, approving SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 15023, to allow Emerald Care
Center to operate as a Residential Healthcare Facility in the AG zoning district, on property
legally described as Lot 1, Potters Pocket, located in the SE 1/4 of Section 9-9-6, generally
located at 5500 South Coddington Avenue, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska.  

Resolution No. PC-01456, approving SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 15031, to allow for the sale of
alcohol for consumption on the premises, on property described as Lots 35-39 and adjacent
vacated alley, Block 21, Belmont Addition, located in the NE 1/4 of Section 14-10-6, Lincoln,
Lancaster County, Nebraska, generally located at 1000 Saunders Avenue.

Resolution No. PC-01457, approving WAIVER NO. 15010, to request a waiver to the
Subdivision Ordinance 26.23.140 (e) to allow a lot with two frontages for the final plat of Rolling
Hills Ridge 5th Addition, on property legally described as Lots 2 and 8, Block 2, Rolling Hills
Ridge Addition, located in the SW 1/4 of Section 13-9-6, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska,
generally located at 6544 South 19th Street. 

Resolution No. PC-01458, approving WAVIER NO. 15011, for a request to waive street trees,
sidewalk, paving of Calvert Street, and lot width to depth ratio requirements for the final plat
Robidoux Row Addition on property legally described as Lot 165, located in the NE 1/4 of
Section 3-9-6, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, generally located at 3658 Folsom Street,
as per the amended staff report.  

Resolution No. PC-01459, approving WAIVER NO. 15012, a waiver for a lot depth of less than
90 feet on property legally described as Lot 10, Block 1, The Woodlands at Yankee Hill 1st
Addition, located in the NW 1/4 of Section 27-9-7, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska,
generally located at 7279 Yankee Woods Drive. 

The Planning Commission action is final, unless appealed to the City Council by filing a notice of
appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days of the action by the Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission Resolution may be accessed on the internet at www.lincoln.ne.gov
(Keyword = PATS).  Use the “Search Selection” screen and search by application number 
(i.e. SP15023, SP15031, WVR15010, WVR15011, WVR15012).  The Resolution and Planning
Department staff report are in the “Related Documents” under the application number.

F:\devreview\final action notices\cc\2015/061015
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Steve Radcliff <sradcliff@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 4:27 PM
To: Craig E. Aldridge; Tim L. Byrne; Steve Ragoss; Miki Esposito; Mayor; Jon Camp
Cc: Steve Radcliff
Subject: Old Cheney Project 5648 S. 77th Street

Craig, 
  
Jan and I have have questions and concerns that need to be addresses concerning our property 5648 S 77th 
Street along Old Cheney Road due to the construction of Old Cheney between 70th and 84th street. 
  
First, we are requesting that the partial silt fence on the east end ( south side) of our property that was not 
removed during the rough grade be removed as soon as possible. It should have been removed when the 
other  
half was and they did the rough grade because only the west side of our property on the south side was rough 
graded. And now this is more of a problem with drainage along the south side with what we already have. 
We would like this removed this week. 
  
Secondly, Because of the rain we are having a nice river of mud and water flowing across our entire driveway. 
So as we had told Tim Byrne that we want the yard drain grate installed which has not been installed yet. With 
the  
yard drain grate we are also expecting the installation of a back flow valve as stated by Tim Byrne. This is to 
protect our property from overflow water coming down Old Cheney back  into our yard from the street. 
Our question to you and Public Works is if this Drainage System ( yard drain grate and back flow valve ) should 
fail to work properly by keeping the excess water off of our property, what are you and Public Works going to 
do to  
correct the failure and at who’s expense. Remember the reconstruction of Old Cheney caused the slope on 
our property which in turn has created the drainage problem on our property at 5648 S 77th Street? We do 
have pictures and a  
video of the river flowing over our drive. 
  
Thirdly, when will this Drainage System ( yard drain grate and back flow valve ) be installed? We expect at 
least a 12 inch by 12 inch yard drain grate along with a 4 inch drain line for the back flow. 
  
Forth, Seeing the sod has not been laid and we are getting into the heat of summer , what happens if the sod 
does not take and dies. Who will be responsible for replacing the sod on our property 5648 S 77th street if it 
dies? 
  
Last question, who will be responsible for maintaining the bike path itself and the surrounding grass areas of 
the bike path that belongs to the city?  
  
Just a few words to state what we as Homeowners and Tax Payers think of this Old Cheney Project and how it 
has been handled. 
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First of all the North Side Property owners property looks pitiful. I know it is not finished but with the grades 
on the north properties this neighborhood will not look any better than when there was a ditch. We lost so 
many  
trees and a lot of property when some of the south side properties actually gained yardage and a nice 
retaining wall. 
And now that the actual road is complete and open , its like nobody cares. Let’s move on. Who cares what the 
homeowners property looks like and what they have to look at everyday and deal with. I hear everyone  
putting the blame an the rain, TCW, Watts, and whatever else comes to mind when in fact there were many 
nice days nobody was out here working throughout the project.  We were all watching so we know. 
  
All we want as Property Owners and Taxpayers is for You, Public Works and the City to make our properties 
whole as you all promised so many times before and during construction. I hope this happens. 
  
All I have to say along with many other Property Owners is all this Old Cheney Project did was destroy 
property, remove many wonderful trees, increase speed and cause more accidents. In fact we have already 
had 2 if not 
more accidents in the few short months it has been open.  
What a shame!! 
  
Resectfully 
Steve and Jan Radcliff 
402-488-4441 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Steve Radcliff <sradcliff@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 5:13 PM
To: Craig E. Aldridge; Tim L. Byrne; Steve Ragoss; Miki Esposito; Mayor; Jon Camp
Cc: Steve Radcliff
Subject: Fw: Old Cheney Project 5648 S. 77th Street
Attachments: Old Cheney Project 5648 S. 77th Street.eml

After sending the attached e-mail, I realize someone may get the wrong idea that we are blaming the 
contractors of the Old Cheney Road Project . This IS NOT what I was trying to communicate. We are frustrated 
with how this whole project has been handled by the CITY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT . The contractors 
have been cooperative thru out this project. What I’m trying to convey is, the completed plans of this project 
is NOT what the engineers and the Public Works Department explained to us and showed to us at the onset of 
how our properties were going to be affected upon completion the the project. Again , I’m not placing the 
blame of how this project currently appears on the backs of the contractors. I place the blame on the city 
engineers. 
  
Respectfully; 
Property owners 
Steve & Jan Radcliff 
402-488-4441 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp
Subject: Old Cheney Project 5648 S. 77th Street

From: Craig E. Aldridge  
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 8:17 AM;  To: 'Steve Radcliff'; Tim L. Byrne; Steve Ragoss; Miki Esposito; Mayor; Jon 
Camp 
Subject: RE: Old Cheney Project 5648 S. 77th Street 
 
Mr. Radcliff: 
My responses to your questions/concerns are in red below: 
Please let me know if you have further questions or concerns. 
Thanks. 
 
From: Steve Radcliff [mailto:sradcliff@neb.rr.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 4:27 PM 
To: Craig E. Aldridge; Tim L. Byrne; Steve Ragoss; Miki Esposito; Mayor; Jon Camp 
Subject: Old Cheney Project 5648 S. 77th Street 
 
Craig, 
Jan and I have have questions and concerns that need to be addresses concerning our property 5648 S 77th 
Street along Old Cheney Road due to the construction of Old Cheney between 70th and 84th street. 
  
First, we are requesting that the partial silt fence on the east end ( south side) of our property that was not 
removed during the rough grade be removed as soon as possible. It should have been removed when the 
other  
half was and they did the rough grade because only the west side of our property on the south side was rough 
graded. And now this is more of a problem with drainage along the south side with what we already have. 
We would like this removed this week. 
 
Per email from Steve Ragoss  (TCW) this will be addressed by Wednesday of this week. 
  
Secondly, Because of the rain we are having a nice river of mud and water flowing across our entire driveway. 
So as we had told Tim Byrne that we want the yard drain grate installed which has not been installed yet. With 
the  
yard drain grate we are also expecting the installation of a back flow valve as stated by Tim Byrne. This is to 
protect our property from overflow water coming down Old Cheney back  into our yard from the street. 
Our question to you and Public Works is if this Drainage System ( yard drain grate and back flow valve ) should 
fail to work properly by keeping the excess water off of our property, what are you and Public Works going to 
do to  
correct the failure and at who’s expense. Remember the reconstruction of Old Cheney caused the slope on 
our property which in turn has created the drainage problem on our property at 5648 S 77th Street? We do 
have pictures and a  
video of the river flowing over our drive. 
 
We are in the process of designing this right now.  We hope to have a blueprint to give to the Contractor within the next 
couple of days.  I would like to reiterate that we have studied the drainage in this area a number of times and I remain 



2

firm in my contention that our design is sound.  I believe this is backed up by the fact that we had, what many experts 
contend was a 200 year event in May, and the area was able to handle the flows.  The natural slope of your yard, in the 
areas that we have not touched, will inherently cause some water to sheet flow over your driveway.  The areas that we 
have touched and changed the grade, I can assure you, we have accounted for in our drainage calculations.  The purpose 
of the grate inlet is simply to reduce the amount of flow that sheets across your driveway. 
  
Thirdly, when will this Drainage System ( yard drain grate and back flow valve ) be installed? We expect at 
least a 12 inch by 12 inch yard drain grate along with a 4 inch drain line for the back flow. 
 
This would be up to TCW, but I anticipate it would be in the next couple of weeks.  
  
Forth, Seeing the sod has not been laid and we are getting into the heat of summer , what happens if the sod 
does not take and dies. Who will be responsible for replacing the sod on our property 5648 S 77th street if it 
dies? 
 
Per email from Steve Ragoss (TCW), in the event the sod would not take, it would be removed and replaced, by their 
sodding subcontractor.  
 
 Last question, who will be responsible for maintaining the bike path itself and the surrounding grass areas of 
the bike path that belongs to the city?  
 
Parks and Rec will handle snow removal.  The adjacent homeowner is responsible for mowing up to the street, per the 
Municipal Code.  With that being said I am inquiring with the Parks Dept. on this as I know they do mow around some 
trails in the City.  I will get back to you with a definitive answer when I have one.  On a side note, I did want to mention 
that we are specifying a low maintenance turf in the greenspace between the trail and street.  This was done to 
minimize the amount of mowing needed in these areas.    
  
Just a few words to state what we as Homeowners and Tax Payers think of this Old Cheney Project and how it 
has been handled. 
First of all the North Side Property owners property looks pitiful. I know it is not finished but with the grades 
on the north properties this neighborhood will not look any better than when there was a ditch. We lost so 
many  
trees and a lot of property when some of the south side properties actually gained yardage and a nice 
retaining wall. 
And now that the actual road is complete and open , its like nobody cares. Let’s move on. Who cares what the 
homeowners property looks like and what they have to look at everyday and deal with. I hear everyone  
putting the blame an the rain, TCW, Watts, and whatever else comes to mind when in fact there were many 
nice days nobody was out here working throughout the project.  We were all watching so we know. 
  
All we want as Property Owners and Taxpayers is for You, Public Works and the City to make our properties 
whole as you all promised so many times before and during construction. I hope this happens. 
  
All I have to say along with many other Property Owners is all this Old Cheney Project did was destroy 
property, remove many wonderful trees, increase speed and cause more accidents. In fact we have already 
had 2 if not 
more accidents in the few short months it has been open.  
What a shame!! 
Respectfully, Steve and Jan Radcliff; 402-488-4441 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp
Subject: Old Cheney Project 5648 S. 77th Street

From: Craig E. Aldridge  
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 9:14 AM 
To: 'Steve Radcliff'; Tim L. Byrne; 'Steve Ragoss'; Miki Esposito; Mayor; Jon Camp 
Subject: RE: Old Cheney Project 5648 S. 77th Street 
 
Mr. Radcliff: 
 
I did confirm with Parks Dept. that the adjacent property owners are responsible for mowing up to the back of curb on 
arterial streets. 
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions. 
 
Thanks. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Walter Canney <walterc101@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 2:20 PM
To: Jon Camp
Cc: Walter Canney
Subject: PROPAOSED ZOO EXPANSION

DEAR COUNCILMAN CMP, 
As a resident of your District I feel I should call to your attention my concerns about the Proposed Zoo 
expansion.  I wrote the Mayor and zParks Department before  I left for a long week in Oregon, so may have 
missed something in that absence.  Rather than repeat my concerns, I will attach a copy of that letter. I can only 
say that it seems to be a bit of a stealth program up to now.  I don’t believe that even planning officials have 
much information on the visual effect such expansion might have on lone of Lincoln’s loveliest  parks a n and 
green space. 
rRegards. 
walt C 
Walter A. Canney, 
2111 S. 66th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68506-2881 
Ph:402-489-2373 
Fax: 402-489-2373 
Cell: 402-770-3640 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: PROPOSED ZOO EXPANSION

From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 8:49 AM 
To: walterc101@gmail.com 
Cc: Mary M. Meyer 
Subject: RE: PROPOSED ZOO EXPANSION 
 
Walt: 
Thanks for your email and concerns regarding a possible Lincoln Children’s Zoo Expansion.   
 
I do know there is an effort to propose expansion on the “triangle” bordered by A, S. 27th, and Capitol Parkway 
streets.  Yesterday, I was shown some preliminary conceptual drawings, so the proposal is quite new to me.  My 
understanding is that there have been individuals discussing this proposal but nothing formal has been presented.   
 
I welcome your further input as this has just come to my attention. 
 
Best regards, 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812; Fax:  402.474.1838; Cell:  402.560.1001; Email:  
joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 
From: Walter Canney [mailto:walterc101@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 2:20 PM 
To: Jon Camp 
Cc: Walter Canney 
Subject: PROPAOSED ZOO EXPANSION 
 
DEAR COUNCILMAN CMP, 
As a resident of your District I feel I should call to your attention my concerns about the Proposed Zoo 
expansion.  I wrote the Mayor and zParks Department before  I left for a long week in Oregon, so may have 
missed something in that absence.  Rather than repeat my concerns, I will attach a copy of that letter. I can only 
say that it seems to be a bit of a stealth program up to now.  I don’t believe that even planning officials have 
much information on the visual effect such expansion might have on lone of Lincoln’s loveliest  parks a n and 
green space. 
rRegards. 
walt C 
Walter A. Canney, 
2111 S. 66th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68506-2881 
Ph:402-489-2373; Fax: 402-489-2373; Cell: 402-770-3640 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp <joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 12:39 PM
To: Miki Esposito
Cc: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: Pot Hole on N. 27th; excess barricades

Miki: 
 
Keith Brocksmith (402-540-1849) called on three items: 
 

1. He questioned the number of barrels and barricades being placed for recent street projects.  For example, he 
called Trafcon about the barriers placed “north” of Hwy 2 on S. 56th Street anticipating the construction on S. 
56th south of Old Cheney. . .Keith understood the warning of barriers but said it created more traffic hazards 
being that far north and forcing lane mergers for left turns on to Hwy 2.  Shortly thereafter, many or all of those 
barriers were removed. 

2. N 27th, just south of the overpass and by State Fair Park Road has a large pothole that had been filled; it has 
disintegrated again and needs attention, please. 

3. General comments were made about “cleaning” debris from potholes before refilling—without a clean 
subsurface, the fill material is less likely to bond. 

 
Thanks for your attention to these items. 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: FW: Pot Hole on N. 27th; excess barricades

 
 
From: Miki Esposito  
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 12:42 PM 
To: 'Jon Camp' 
Cc: Mary M. Meyer 
Subject: RE: Pot Hole on N. 27th; excess barricades 
 I’ll see if we can do anything regarding barricades.  Will get the pothole service request in today.  Please let him know he may also call the Pothole hotline at 441-7646 anytime.  The Pothole Patchers that we are currently procuring have a function for blowing out debris prior to placing emulsion and patch material.  Very much looking forward to a higher level of service and more durable repairs!  Thanks, Miki  
Miki Esposito, Director 
Public Works & Utilities 
555 S. 10th St. Room 208 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
(402) 441-6173 
mesposito@lincoln.ne.gov 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jim Frohman <jimfrohman@outlook.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2015 5:24 PM
To: Mayor; Trenton J. Fellers; Jon Camp; Roy A. Christensen; Carl B. Eskridge; Leirion Gaylor 

Baird; Cyndi Lamm; Jane Raybould
Cc: Geri K. Rorabaugh; UrbanDev; Pat Leach; libraryboard@lincolnlibraries.org; 

everettneighborhoodassociation@gmail.com; webmaster@nsna.org; 
mrenken@nwlincoln.org; wbirdsall@lcoc.com

Subject: Library Parking Proposal

On half of the block north and/or south of the City County Building build the new downtown library and on the 
other half build a parking garage. 
 
A half block library with a full basement and three floors could have more space than the proposed library at 
the pershing site.  The site is already owned by the City and the land prep would be significantly less expensive 
than the pershing site. 
 
A half block parking garage similar to the garage sharing the block with the downtown SCC building would 
more that handle the existing parking and would provide additional parking for area needs.  The first floor of 
the garage could also have additional retail spaces. 
 
The parking lots to the north and south of the City County Building are inefficient.  The addition of the library, 
parking and more retail would help anchor the west side of the South Downtown revitalization project. 
 
 
Jim Frohman 
jimfrohman@outlook.com 
 





  
DIRECTORS’ AGENDA

ADDENDUM 
   MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2015

 I. CITY CLERK

 II. MAYOR & DIRECTORS’ CORRESPONDENCE 

MAYOR
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor 4Beutler’s public schedule for the week of June 13, 2015 through

June 19, 2015.
2. NEWS RELEASE. City Golf Courses now have one website. 

III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. City Treasurer’s Quarterly Investment Activity Report as of May 31, 2015. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Household hazardous waste collection scheduled for Friday, June 19, 2015. 

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Ed Schnabel writing in regards to opposing the VA Campus redevelopment.

 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Agenda for the Joint Meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission and Urban Design

Committee.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ADVISORY BOARD
1. Reply from Lannette Jones, Time Warner Cable, on residence outage and applied credit.

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
1. Linda Stephen urging Council not to determine the entire VA Campus a blighted spot.  

a) Councilman Camp replying to Linda Stephen, relaying the public hearing date.  
b) Linda Stephen writing in regards to attending the public hearing.  

TRENT FELLERS
1. Letter from Donald J. Mathes with suggestion on the proposed study of pension funds. 

  
V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS

1. Correspondence to Councilmen Trent Fellers and Jon Camp from Dick Oxley speaking to the
proposed study of pension funds. 
a) Councilman Camp replying to Dick Oxley, welcoming his input. 
b) Councilman Fellers thanking Dick Oxley for the support moving forward.

2. InterLinc correspondence from Curt Crandall agreeing with the need to review retirements
plans for all city employees.   

3. InterLinc correspondence from Ed Schnabel with questions regarding the VA Hospital site. 
F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\Addendums 2015\June 2015\Addendum 06.15.15.wpd



 

Date: June 12, 2015

Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule

Week of June 13 through 19, 2015
Schedule subject to change

Tuesday, June 16

C KLIN - 8:10 a.m.

C KFOR - 12:30 p.m. (previously recorded)

Wednesday, June 17

C Community Health Endowment annual meeting - 3 p.m., Bryan Health East Plaza

Conference Center, 1600 S. 48th St.

Thursday, June 18

C KFOR - 7:45 a.m.

C Nebraska Professional Firefighters State Convention, remarks - 9:30 a.m., Hilton Garden

Inn, 801 “R” St.

Friday, June 19

C Groundbreaking for Swanson Russell, remarks - 10 a.m., 1202 “P” St.

C Proclamation presentation for Alzheimer’s Association’ s “The Longest Day” - 11:30

a.m. (live on air), KLKN-TV, 3240 S. 10th St.



PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 402-441-7847

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 15, 2015

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation Director, 402-441-8265

       

CITY GOLF COURSES NOW HAVE ONE WEBSITE

The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department has launched a new City golf website at

lincolncitygolf.org.  The new site includes information for all five City courses – Highlands,

Holmes, Jim Ager Junior, Mahoney and Pioneers.   

At the new website, golfers can reserve tee times, fill out the customer satisfaction survey, check

the events calendar, find information on leagues, review Get Golf Ready lessons and youth

programs, and read a monthly grounds report.  

“The new website is also home to a new blog that will post news and tips from each golf course,”

said Parks and Recreation Director Lynn Johnson.  “We encourage golfers to make

lincolncitygolf.org a favorite.”

Information about the Lincoln City Golf program is also available on Facebook at Lincoln City

Golf, on Twitter at @LNKCityGolf, and by calling 402-441-7847 (option 1) during regular

business hours. 
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LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

3140 “N” St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402-441-8000 

             

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:        June 12, 2015      

FOR MORE INFORMATION:         Dan N. King, Environmental Health Specialist, 402-441-8084 

 

 

 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY JUNE 19 

 

Lincoln and Lancaster County residents are encouraged to clean out unwanted chemicals by bringing 

their household hazardous waste to a collection event from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, June 19 at Union 

College, South 52nd and Cooper Ave.  This event is sponsored by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health 

Department.   

 

Accepted items include pesticides, lawn and garden chemicals, household cleaning products, paint 

thinners, stains, polishes and waxes, turpentine, oil-based paint, pool cleaning chemicals, flea and tick 

powders, rodent poison, charcoal starter fluids, mixed or old gasoline, brake or power steering fluids, 

and items containing mercury such as CFLs and thermometers.  A complete list of accepted items is 

available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: household). 

 

Items NOT accepted include latex paint, motor oil, fertilizers, gas grill cylinders, medicines and 

pharmaceutical waste, electronics and batteries.  For information on recycling these and other materials, 

check the “Waste Reduction and Recycling Guide” at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycle).  No business 

waste will be accepted.   

 

The event is free of charge to Lincoln and Lancaster County residents.  Donations are accepted at the 

collection.   

 

The household hazardous waste program is partially funded by the Nebraska Department of 

Environmental Quality. 

 







Joint	Meeting	of	
Historic	Preservation	Commission	

&	Urban	Design	Committee	
	
The	City	of	Lincoln	Historic	Preservation	Commission	&	Urban	Design	Committee	will	hold	
a	joint	public	meeting	on	Thursday,	June	18,	2015.	The	meeting	will	convene	at	1:30	p.m.	
in	Room	214	in	the	Development	Services	Center,	2nd	floor,	County‐City	Building,	555	S.	10th	
Street,	Lincoln,	Nebraska,	to	consider	the	following	agenda.	 	 For	more	information,	contact	
the	Planning	Department	at	(402)	441‐7491.	

	
JOINT	AGENDA	
June	18,	2015	

	
DISCUSS	AND	ADVISE	

 Special	Permit	for	Height	Waiver,	TDP	Phase	Three	at	Canopy	&	P	Street	(Hudl	HQ	
Building)	

	
 Adjourn	Urban	Design	Committee	

	
The	Urban	Design	Committee’s	agendas	may	be	accessed	on	the	Internet	at	

http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/boards/udc/udc.htm	
	

Historic	Preservation	Commission	
	
The	 City	 of	 Lincoln	 Historic	 Preservation	 Commission	will	 continue	 a	 public	meeting	 on	
Thursday,	 June	18,	2015,	 that	 convened	 at	1:30	p.m.	 in	Room	214	 in	 the	Development	
Services	 Center,	 2nd	 floor,	County‐City	 Building,	555	 S.	 10th	 Street,	 Lincoln,	 Nebraska,	 to	
consider	the	following	agenda.	For	more	information,	contact	the	Planning	Department	at	
(402)	441‐7491.	

AGENDA	
	
1.	 	 Approval	of	HPC	meeting	record	of	April	16,	2015.	
2.	 	 Opportunity	for	persons	with	limited	time	or	with	an	item	not	appearing	on	the	 	
	 agenda	to	address	the	Commission.	
	
DISCUSS	AND	ADVISE	 	
3. Redevelopment	Plan	for	the	Veterans	Affairs	Hospital	campus	
4. Staff	Report	&	Misc.	 	

	
The	Historic	Preservation	Commission	agenda	may	be	accessed	on	the	Internet	at	

http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/boards/hpc/hpc.htm	
	

For	further	information	on	Historic	Preservation	in	Lincoln,	visit	
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/long/hp/hp.htm	

	
ACCOMMODATION	NOTICE	 	
The	City	of	Lincoln	complies	with	Title	VI	of	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964	and	Section	504	of	the	Rehabilitation	Act	of	1973	
guidelines.		 Ensuring	the	public=s	access	to	and	participating	in	public	meetings	is	a	priority	for	the	City	of	Lincoln.		 In	the	
event	you	are	in	need	of	a	reasonable	accommodation	in	order	to	attend	or	participate	in	a	public	meeting	conducted	by	
the	City	of	Lincoln,	please	contact	the	Director	of	Equity	and	Diversity,	Lincoln	Commission	on	Human	Rights,	at	402	441‐
7624	as	soon	as	possible	before	the	scheduled	meeting	date	in	order	to	make	your	request.		 	
	
F:\Boards\HPC\AGENDA\2015\hpag0618.efz.docx	
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Diane K. Gonzolas
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 2:38 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: FW: Complaint

 
 
From: Jones, Lannette [mailto:lannette.jones@twcable.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 2:21 PM 
To: Diane K. Gonzolas 
Cc: Falk, Jarad 
Subject: RE: Complaint 
 
Hi Diane, 
 
There was an outage that affected service at the customer’s residence. Credit has been applied to their account for the 
loss of service. 
 
Thank you 
 
Lannette Jones 
Executive Assistant, Government Relations 
Time Warner Cable Kansas City 
(816) 222-5823 office 
 

 
 
From: Diane K. Gonzolas [mailto:dgonzolas@lincoln.ne.gov]  
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 12:40 PM 
To: Falk, Jarad; Jones, Lannette 
Subject: Complaint 
 
Please see the very last item on the this agenda. 
 
 
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/agenda/2015/061515/d061515.pdf 
 
DG 
 
Diane Gonzolas 
Manager, Citizen Information Center 
Office of the Mayor 
555 S. 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
402-441-7831 
cell 402-525-1520 
dgonzolas@lincoln.ne.gov 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Linda Stephen <lstephen1@windstream.net>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 7:56 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: City Council Agenda 6/15 - Item #29 15R-130 VA Campus Redevelopment Area 

Dear Councilman Camp,  
 
I am writing with regard to item 29 on today’s agenda – 15R-130 “Miscellaneous 15002” regarding declaring the entire 
63.5 acres of land of the VA Campus as blighted.  
 
Although some of the building on the campus may be old and in need of repair, the site itself is a jewel of well-kept 
green space in the city of Lincoln. I live in the Wedgewood neighborhood and chose to live there because of the peaceful 
setting of mature trees and well-kept wide lawns. The VA Campus is home to foxes, hawks, raccoons, and sometimes 
falcons.  
 
I am concerned that the proposed redevelopment of parking lots and 4-story apartment houses will create a blight in my 
backyard. I am also concerned for potential drainage problems.  
 
I urge you to vote to NOT determine the entire VA Campus a blighted spot. I understand that some development may 
occur at the VA Campus. I urge that to be along 70th street rather than in a quiet neighborhood.  
 
Feel free to visit me at my home at 7330 S. Wedgewood Drive to see the current view and implications of the proposed 
plan.  
 
Best regards,  
 
Linda Stephen  
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: City Council Agenda 6/15 - Item #29 15R-130 VA Campus Redevelopment Area 

From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:04 AM 
To: lstephen1@windstream.net 
Subject: RE: City Council Agenda 6/15 - Item #29 15R-130 VA Campus Redevelopment Area  
 
Linda: 
Thank you for your email and observations on the proposed VA Campus project.  I know the area well and can 
appreciate your comments.  We have public hearing on this matter next Monday, June 22, 2015 at our 3:00 pm City 
Council meeting. 
 
Best regards, 
Jon 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812; Fax:  402.474.1838; Cell: 402.560.1001.  
Email:  joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 
From: Linda Stephen [mailto:lstephen1@windstream.net]  
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 7:56 AM 
To: Jon Camp 
Subject: City Council Agenda 6/15 - Item #29 15R-130 VA Campus Redevelopment Area  
 
Dear Councilman Camp,  
I am writing with regard to item 29 on today’s agenda – 15R-130 “Miscellaneous 15002” regarding declaring the entire 
63.5 acres of land of the VA Campus as blighted.  
 
Although some of the building on the campus may be old and in need of repair, the site itself is a jewel of well-kept 
green space in the city of Lincoln. I live in the Wedgewood neighborhood and chose to live there because of the peaceful 
setting of mature trees and well-kept wide lawns. The VA Campus is home to foxes, hawks, raccoons, and sometimes 
falcons.  
 
I am concerned that the proposed redevelopment of parking lots and 4-story apartment houses will create a blight in my 
backyard. I am also concerned for potential drainage problems.  
 
I urge you to vote to NOT determine the entire VA Campus a blighted spot. I understand that some development may 
occur at the VA Campus. I urge that to be along 70th street rather than in a quiet neighborhood.  
 
Feel free to visit me at my home at 7330 S. Wedgewood Drive to see the current view and implications of the proposed 
plan.  
 
Best regards,  
Linda Stephen  
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: City Council Agenda 6/15 - Item #29 15R-130 VA Campus Redevelopment Area 

From: Linda Stephen [mailto:lstephen1@windstream.net]  
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:18 AM 
To: 'Jon Camp' 
Cc: Mary M. Meyer 
Subject: RE: City Council Agenda 6/15 - Item #29 15R-130 VA Campus Redevelopment Area  
 
Thank you. I’ll try to arrange my work schedule to attend.  
 
Linda Stephen 
7330 S. Wedgewood Dr. 
 
From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:04 AM 
To: lstephen1@windstream.net - Item #29 15R-130 VA Campus Redevelopment Area  
 
Linda: 
Thank you for your email and observations on the proposed VA Campus project.  I know the area well and can 
appreciate your comments.  We have public hearing on this matter next Monday, June 22, 2015 at our 3:00 pm City 
Council meeting. 
Best regards, 
Jon 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Dick Oxley <rcoxley@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 11:49 AM
To: Trenton J. Fellers; Jon Camp
Subject: Pension Study

Councilmen 
 
I read in the Lincoln Journal Star that the Council is thinking about a study of the Police and the Fire and 
Rescue pension plans.  I think that this is an excellent decision and can create a blueprint on how to deal with 
significant future unfunded pension liabilities. 
 
American business started moving away from defined benefit retirement programs back in the 1970s and into 
the defined contribution plans because of the same reasons that you have been and are experiencing 
today.  American business realized that they could no longer afford the liabilities brought on by defined benefit 
retirement programs and thus the majority of American businesses do not offer such a plan and have replaced 
them with defined contribution plans. 
 
The current unfunded pension liabilities are now $88 million and we currently have a stock market that is close 
to all time highs with a bull market that seems to have no end, but unfortunately it definitely will!  It will enter a 
bear market sometime in the future and the current deficit of $88 million will grow in multiples. 
 
It is my opinion that the city should go the way of American Business and plan to curtain the defined benefit 
plans and go into a defined contribution plan.  Cities who have waited too long in some cases have not been 
able to honor the plans that they had in place, thus harming their retired employees. 
 
The union will not let you take this plan away from its current members, but the city should insure that the 
defined benefit plan is not enhanced and that all new employees are not part of existing defined benefit 
retirement plan and put into a new defined contribution plan. 
 
Failure to act will kick the problem down the road and it will eventually be too large to handle.  You don't have 
to look very hard to find many cities who have insurmountable deficit problems due to their defined benefit 
pension plans. 
 
I would suggest that you do this study and educate the citizens (taxpayers) of Lincoln about the current deficit 
problem the city now faces and what will be down the road if nothing is done. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
  
  
Dick Oxley 
7525 S 36th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68516 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp <joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com>
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 12:23 PM
To: rcoxley@neb.rr.com
Cc: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: Pension Study and Funding Challenges

Dick: 
 
Thank you for your email—I, too, was glad to see the Journal Star Editorial Board support Trent Feller’s call for a study.  
 
We have to confront this situation and input will be welcome.  As you know, during my 16 years on the City Council I 
have annually stressed the need to better fund the defined benefit plan and bring the assumptions to realistic levels, 
and consider alternatives for future employee. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
Lincoln City Council 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
Website:    www.lincolnhaymarket.com 
 
Check our reception and event venues at: 
 
     http://www.facebook.com/pages/Apothecary-Lofts-Ridnour-Rooms/173175799380032 
 
From: Dick Oxley [mailto:rcoxley@neb.rr.com]  
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 11:49 AM 
To: Trenton J. Fellers; Jon Camp 
Subject: Pension Study 
 
Councilmen 
 
I read in the Lincoln Journal Star that the Council is thinking about a study of the Police and the Fire and 
Rescue pension plans.  I think that this is an excellent decision and can create a blueprint on how to deal with 
significant future unfunded pension liabilities. 
 
American business started moving away from defined benefit retirement programs back in the 1970s and into 
the defined contribution plans because of the same reasons that you have been and are experiencing 
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today.  American business realized that they could no longer afford the liabilities brought on by defined benefit 
retirement programs and thus the majority of American businesses do not offer such a plan and have replaced 
them with defined contribution plans. 
 
The current unfunded pension liabilities are now $88 million and we currently have a stock market that is close 
to all time highs with a bull market that seems to have no end, but unfortunately it definitely will!  It will enter a 
bear market sometime in the future and the current deficit of $88 million will grow in multiples. 
 
It is my opinion that the city should go the way of American Business and plan to curtain the defined benefit 
plans and go into a defined contribution plan.  Cities who have waited too long in some cases have not been 
able to honor the plans that they had in place, thus harming their retired employees. 
 
The union will not let you take this plan away from its current members, but the city should insure that the 
defined benefit plan is not enhanced and that all new employees are not part of existing defined benefit 
retirement plan and put into a new defined contribution plan. 
 
Failure to act will kick the problem down the road and it will eventually be too large to handle.  You don't have 
to look very hard to find many cities who have insurmountable deficit problems due to their defined benefit 
pension plans. 
 
I would suggest that you do this study and educate the citizens (taxpayers) of Lincoln about the current deficit 
problem the city now faces and what will be down the road if nothing is done. 
 
 
 
Regards, 
  
  
Dick Oxley 
7525 S 36th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68516 
 
 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and 
privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by 
reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Trenton J. Fellers
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 1:08 PM
To: Dick Oxley
Cc: Jon Camp
Subject: Re: Pension Study

Dick- 
 
Thanks for your note and support. We need to find a solution to this problem because we don't know what the 
future will hold.  
 
We'll be drafting a study to move forward shortly. Thanks for taking the time to write.  
 
Trent Fellers 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Jun 12, 2015, at 12:49 PM, Dick Oxley <rcoxley@neb.rr.com> wrote: 

Councilmen 
  
I read in the Lincoln Journal Star that the Council is thinking about a study of the Police and the 
Fire and Rescue pension plans.  I think that this is an excellent decision and can create a 
blueprint on how to deal with significant future unfunded pension liabilities. 
  
American business started moving away from defined benefit retirement programs back in the 
1970s and into the defined contribution plans because of the same reasons that you have been 
and are experiencing today.  American business realized that they could no longer afford the 
liabilities brought on by defined benefit retirement programs and thus the majority of American 
businesses do not offer such a plan and have replaced them with defined contribution plans. 
  
The current unfunded pension liabilities are now $88 million and we currently have a stock 
market that is close to all time highs with a bull market that seems to have no end, but 
unfortunately it definitely will!  It will enter a bear market sometime in the future and the current 
deficit of $88 million will grow in multiples. 
  
It is my opinion that the city should go the way of American Business and plan to curtain the 
defined benefit plans and go into a defined contribution plan.  Cities who have waited too long in 
some cases have not been able to honor the plans that they had in place, thus harming their 
retired employees. 
  
The union will not let you take this plan away from its current members, but the city should 
insure that the defined benefit plan is not enhanced and that all new employees are not part of 
existing defined benefit retirement plan and put into a new defined contribution plan. 
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Failure to act will kick the problem down the road and it will eventually be too large to 
handle.  You don't have to look very hard to find many cities who have insurmountable deficit 
problems due to their defined benefit pension plans. 
  
I would suggest that you do this study and educate the citizens (taxpayers) of Lincoln about the 
current deficit problem the city now faces and what will be down the road if nothing is done. 
  
  
  
Regards, 
  
  
Dick Oxley 
7525 S 36th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68516 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 11:19 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Curt Crandall 
Address:  9132 Round Hill Drive 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68526 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    cpcrandall@windstream.net 
 
Comment or Question: 
I fully agree that the retirement plans for all city employees needs to be reviewed to see that the plans are sustainable 
without placing an unreasonable tax burden on tax payers. All city employees should be on the same retirement plan 
also. All retirement plans should require the employee to pay in a significant share toward retirement.    
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

From: WebForm [mailto:none@lincoln.ne.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:12 AM 
To: Council Packet 
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback 
 
InterLinc: City Council Feedback for General Council 
 
Name:     Ed Schnabel 
Address:  7317 South Wedgewood Drive 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68510 
 
Phone:    402-488-0814 
Email:    eds19495@aol.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Dear Council Members 
 
Below is a copy of the letter I just wrote to David Landis, Director of Urban Development.  { Sorry when I inserted in, 
your web site added all the extra spaces and broken lines, etc.   Was not written that way.} 
 
I have the same questions to you.  How does the Urban Director, on his own, decide an area of the city?  I would like to 
know who requested the study of the VA Hospital Site?  What was the cost to do the study and who paid for it? 
 
How does one request an appeal of the actions of the Planning Commission?  You can take this as a formal notice of a 
request for appeal of their action. 
 
If you really want to see how the report of Mr. Landis is, come an walk Wedgewood Drive for 70th street to "0" street 
and take the time to stop and request to view the view from each of the back yards and also the view from those who 
live on the other side of the street and will also have a view of the new buildings.   Do this to see how the current view 
will be changed and how it will have and effect on the VA Hospital neighborhood. 
 
Look forward to hear from all of you.   Hope before the Tuesday meeting with the VA. 
 
Sincerely 
Ed Schanbel 
 
 
15 June 2015 
 
TO: David Landis, Director of Urban Development Lincoln, NE  
 
Just finished reading your written report to the Planning Commission on the VA Hospital property. 
Have a few questions I would like answered. 
1. How can you state     Opponents     NONE  ? 
           When no one who lives in the Wedgewood area knew that a study was be completed on the VA  Hospital Site.     
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           When I email the Planning Commission, after viewing the VA hearing, just by accident, to find out why there was 
not notice of a hearing before the Planning Commission. I was told that none was required, as this was not zoning 
action.   How was one to learn on the study if you do not inform  
the public that one was going to be completed?  Then do not inform the public that there was going to be a hearing on 
said study.     
 
Well, there are opponents to this study and your reports needs to be corrected.   This should also include new hearing 
before the planning commission so we who live in the effect area can come and speak against the request to approve 
your report. 
 
 
 
  2.     How, as Urban Development Director, did you just happen to decide to do a study on the VA Hospital  site?   You 
just do not go out and do studies or request studies on your own.  Who requested the study 
 
          be done?    What was the cost of the study to the city and who paid for it to be completed? 
 
How do I submit a request for a hearing for appeal of the Planning Commission action?   As I am an effected property 
owner, I am entitled to submit an appeal of the Board action. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you.   I hope you will before the open house on Tuesday, June 16, 2015. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ed Schnabel 
7317 South Wedgewood Drive 
Lincoln, NE 68510 



MINUTES
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

JUNE 15, 2015

Present: Trent Fellers, Chair; Leirion Gaylor Baird, Vice Chair; Carl Eskridge; Jon Camp; Roy Christensen; Jane
Raybould; and Cyndi Lamm 

Others: Teresa Meier, City Clerk; Rick Hoppe, Chief of Staff; Tom Casady, Public Safety Director; Captain Tim
Linke, Lincoln Police; Jeff Kirkpatrick, City Attorney; and Mary Meyer, Council Secretary

Chair Fellers opened the meeting at 2:03 p.m. and announced the location of the Open Meetings Act. 

  I. CITY CLERK
Meier asked about an item on today’s formal agenda under Public Hearing Resolutions. Assumes Council
would want Items #12 and #13 called together. Fellers agreed.  

 II. MAYOR 
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor appoints Linke interim Fire Chief. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Volunteers needed for Oak Lake cleanup July 5.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln applies for federal transportation grant.    
4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and the Lincoln City Libraries will announced a partnership with

NebraskaLink to improve Internet access at the libraries.  June 11, 2015, 10:00 a.m., at Bennett
Martin Library, 136 S. 14th Street. 

5. NEWS RELEASE. Partnership will improve libraries’ internet connection. 

Tim Linke, Interim Fire Chief. 
Casady introduced Interim Fire Chief, Tim Linke. Linke stated he’s been with the Fire Department for 17
years. Grew up in Syracuse and always wanted to be a fire fighter.

Linke commented he’s served 17 years in Lincoln as a fire fighter, in service, and as a paramedic in Piedmont
and downtown. Served as a Captain in the Near South Neighborhood at Station A, and also at Station 2 at
33rd and Holdrege. Worked as a recruit instructor with different classes and received promotion in 2013 to
Battalion Chief. Appreciate being able to meet everyone today. 

    
III. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE

CITIZEN INFORMATION CENTER
1. Memo from David Norris. Old Cheney closed from 70th to 84th Street due to flooding. 

a) Public Works and Utilities map showing closed area.  
2. County roads listed with as closed due to flooding, 06.11.15, 11:00 a.m.

a) Link to view road closure map and update on Saltillo Road. 
3. Memo from David Norris regarding information on Old Cheney being closed from 70th to 84th Street. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to take online survey on Community’s Health.
2. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department meeting minutes of May 12, 2015. 
3. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department reports.  
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PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by the Planning Commission on Wednesday, June 10, 2015.
2. Planning Commission Final Action, June 10, 2015. 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. David Landis, Urban Development Director, writing regarding sale of 27th and R St. City owned lot.

 IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS 

JON CAMP
1. Steve and Jan Radcliff writing in reference to the Old Cheney project and concerns due to the

construction which need to be addressed.
a) Additional information from Steve and Jan Radcliff on the handling of the Old Cheney project by

the City Public Works Department. 
b) Craig Aldridge, Engineering Services/Public Works & Utilities, replying to Steve and Jan

3Radcliff’s concerns regarding the Old Cheney project. 
c) Craig Aldridge, Engineering Services/Public Works & Utilities, confirming mowing responsibilities. 

2. Walter Canney voicing his concerns on the proposed Zoo expansion.  
a) Reply to Walter Canney from Councilman Camp. 

3. Councilman Camp forwarding comments from Keith Brocksmith regarding pot hole debris, excess
barricades and No. 27th Street to Public Works and Utilities. 
a) Reply from Miki Esposito, Public Works and Utilities Director, on Mr. Brocksmith’s concerns. 

 
JANE RAYBOULD
Raybould stated she would like to make a motion to add an item to the agenda, an Executive Session. Fellers asked
if an addition to the Directors’ Meeting? Raybould agreed. 

Raybould thought going forward the Directors’ Meeting agenda should have a bullet point saying, Additions to the
Agenda. 

Kirkpatrick commented may be more appropriate to position on the Organizational Meeting Agenda. 
Fellers requested Raybould to hold motion and bring up under the Organizational Meeting. Raybould replied if
agreement is that it would be more appropriate to bring up during the Organizational Meeting, will do under the
Council Members section. 

 V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Email from Jim Frohman with a library parking proposal for library location and parking lot. 
2. Letter from James Lundak regarding cable TV’s cost and operations.  
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VI. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Fellers adjourned the meeting at 2:05 p.m. 

       F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\MINUTES\2015\June 2015\dm 06 15 15.wpd 
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