
DIRECTORS’/ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
AUGUST 17, 2015

555 SO. 10TH STREET, BILL LUXFORD STUDIO
2:00 P.M. 

    I. MINUTES
1. Directors’ and Organizational meeting minutes of August 10, 2015.

   II. ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA

 III. CITY CLERK  

  IV. CORRESPONDENCE/REQUESTS OF MAYOR 
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor to present June Award of Excellence to Olga Kanne. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Events to celebrate anniversary of Sunken Gardens project. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Pioneers Park to be open late for meteor shower. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Public urged to keep trash, yard waste out of recycling sites. 
  

   V. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE

1. FINANCE DEPARTMENT
1. Budget Resolution. 

2. HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, Department Report June 2015. 
2. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, Board of Health meeting minutes of June 9,

2015.  

  VI. BOARDS/COMMITTEES/COMMISSION REPORTS
1. Public Building Commission (PBC) - Camp, Raybould 
2. Parks and Recreation Advisory Board - Christensen 
3. Information Services Policy Committee (ISPC) - Raybould
4. Board of Health - Raybould 

   VII. MISCELLANEOUS

1. City Council Website  - Citizen Information Center 

2. Council Policy changes on Committee Appointments and Reappointments  

  VIII. CITY COUNCIL 

JON CAMP
1. Correspondence from Larry Shaw stating his disapproval of the plans to sell the Highlands

golf course. 
2. Jason Latimer writing in opposition to the proposal to sell the Highlands golf course.  
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     IX.    CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS

       X. MEETINGS/INVITATIONS
See invitation list. 

      XI.   ADJOURNMENT

  F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\Directors Meetings\2015\August, 2015\da 08.17.15.wpd   



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 10, 2015

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

MAYOR TO PRESENT JUNE AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Mayor Chris Beutler today will present the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for June to Olga
Kanne, a Housing and Rehabilitation Specialist with the Housing Rehabilitation and Real Estate
division of the Urban Development Department.  The award will be presented at the beginning of
today’s City Council meeting at 3 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, County-City Building, 555
S. 10th St.  The monthly award recognizes City employees who consistently provide exemplary
service and work that demonstrates personal commitment to the City.

Kanne has worked for the City for 26 years.  She was nominated in the categories of customer
relations and productivity for her work in promoting diversity cultural competence and human
rights in housing and employment.  Kanne was nominated by Steve Werthmann, Urban
Development Division Manager; Dr. Marty Ramirez of the Mayor’s Multicultural Advisory
Committee; and Pat Kant, Human Resources Coordinator.  

Kanne has guided more than 800 low- to moderate-income home owners through rehabilitation
projects.  These projects added millions of dollars into the local economy, created jobs, and
contributed to the revitalization of older neighborhoods. The projects have also created safe and
healthy homes, restored neighborhood pride and helped maintain the balance of home ownership. 
Kanne also works on developing designs and managing the construction of new energy-efficient
homes for low- to moderate-income first-time home buyers.  She helps Spanish-speaking clients
achieve home ownership and is very involved in promoting minority housing issues.  Kanne has
found and developed several minority contractors. 

Kanne is a past member of the FDIC’s New American Task Force and has a leadership role with
the Rescue Effort to Save Crumbling Neighborhoods (RESCUE), which deals with vacant and
deteriorating houses.  RESCUE uses federal funds to acquire the houses.  In most cases, the
problem property is demolished and a new house is built that fits the neighborhood.

Kanne has also chaired the State Latino American Commission and the board of El Centro de
Las Americas.  She currently serves on many committees, including the Mayor’s Multicultural
Advisory Committee.

The nominators praised Kanne’s extraordinary understanding of the problems and issues facing
our diverse community.  They wrote, “In her quiet and unassuming manner, Olga has made a
difference for many in the Lincoln community.”

-more-



Award of Excellence

August 10, 2015

Page Two

The other categories in which employees can be nominated are loss prevention, safety and valor. 
Consideration also may be given to nominations that demonstrate self-initiated accomplishments
or those completed outside of the nominee’s job description.  All City employees are eligible for
the Mayor’s Award of Excellence except for elected and appointed officials. 

Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and the general public. 
Nomination forms are available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: hr) or from department heads,
employee bulletin boards or the Human Resources Department, which oversees the awards
program.  All nominations are considered by the Mayor’s Award of Excellence Committee,
which includes a representative with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the
Mayor.  Award winners receive a $50 gift certificate, a day off with pay and a plaque.  All
monthly winners and nominees are eligible to receive the annual award, which comes with a
$250 gift certificate, two days off with pay and a plaque.
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 402-441-7847

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 10, 2015   

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation, 402-441-8265
          Susan Larson Rodenburg, Lincoln Parks Foundation,  402-440-3227

EVENTS TO CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY OF

SUNKEN GARDENS PROJECT
 

The public is invited to an ice cream social from 5 to 7 p.m. Sunday, August 30 at the Sunken
Gardens to  celebrate the 10th anniversary of the renovation of the Gardens at 27th Street and
Capitol Parkway. The event, co-sponsored by the Lincoln Parks Foundation, will include garden
tours, live music, giveaways and  a scavenger hunt.

“Ten years ago, our community came together to support the transformation of this highly
popular, historic public garden to make it easier for everyone to enjoy and visit,” said Christie
Dionisopoulos, Executive Director of the Lincoln Parks Foundation.  “We hope everyone will
make time to help us celebrate our beautiful Sunken Gardens, which truly is a treasured gem in
our community,”

The event August 30 will also honor those who have volunteered for the Parks and Recreation
Department during the past year.  “We are so grateful for the time, talent and treasure provided
by so many people in our community,” said Lynn Johnson, Director of Lincoln Parks and
Recreation Department.  “It is truly evident that people in Lincoln love their Parks and
Recreation facilities and programs.  Without this support, it would be very difficult to maintain
the parks and to provide the programs we all enjoy.”

The Lincoln Parks Foundation is sponsoring a second event for donors and other supporters from

6 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, August 27.  This event will begin at the Hamann Rose Garden near
27th and “C” streets with music, appetizers and a tour of the garden.  Guests will then walk to the
Sunken Gardens for a light dinner, live music and garden tours.  Tickets are $75 per person, and
proceeds will support the activities of the Foundation.  More information is available at
lincolnparks.org

Built in 1930, the Sunken Gardens was a Depression-era project, built on a former abandoned
neighborhood dump site.  By 2003, the Gardens needed improvements to address safety
concerns, accessibility and increasing maintenance issues. The Lincoln Parks Foundation led a
$1.7 million campaign that provided the first-ever major renovation and allowed for a partial
endowment for future maintenance of the gardens.  The project was finished in 2005.

More information on the Sunken Gardens and other Parks and Recreation programs and facilities
is available at parks.lincoln.ne.gov.
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 402-441-7847

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 11, 2015    

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation, 402-441-8265
                                                   

PIONEERS PARK TO BE OPEN LATE FOR METEOR SHOWER
 

The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department is extending hours at Pioneers Park for the next
three nights to allow the public to better view the annual Perseids meteor shower.   The park,
which regularly closes at 11 p.m. this time of the year, will be open until 1 a.m. Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday mornings.   The next three nights are expected to be the peak of the meteor
shower.  A new moon and clear skies are expected to create favorable viewing conditions this
year.

For more information about Parks and Recreation facilities and programs, visit
parks.lincoln.ne.gov.
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

Solid Waste Management Division, 5101 N. 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7867

LINCOLN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Justice and Law Enforcement Center, 575 S. 10th St., Lincoln, NE 68508

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 12, 2015

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Gene Hanlon, City Recycling Coordinator, 402-441-7043 

        Katie Flood, Lincoln Police Department, 402-441-7226 

PUBLIC URGED TO KEEP TRASH, YARD WASTE

OUT OF RECYCLING SITES

City officials are asking for the public’s help to reduce the amount of trash being illegally dumped at
the City’s recycling drop-off sites.  Dumping any household trash, yard waste or construction waste
at any of the 28 recycling sites is a misdemeanor, punishable by up to six months in jail, a fine of up
to $500 or both.  

Katie Flood of the Lincoln Police Department (LPD) said those witnessing illegal dumping should
not confront the person dumping waste.  They should report the dumping to LPD at  402-441-6000
or the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office at 402-441-6500 if the illegal dumping is outside of the City
limits.  Flood said witnesses should provide important information like location, time, vehicle type
and color, license plate number, description of the person and the type of waste being dumped.

“Last fiscal year over 5,270 tons of recyclables were deposited at City and County sites, and most
residents are very good at separating recyclables and placing them in the proper compartments,” said
City Recycling Coordinator Gene Hanlon.  “The small percentage of people abusing the service and
dumping their household waste hurts everyone. If all residents use the recycling sites properly, we
can operate the recycling program more efficiently and save money.”  He said the City spends close
to $50,000 a year to monitor the recycling sites and clean-up any litter and illegally dumped material.

Hanlon said some sites see more illegal dumping than others.  He said the East High School site at
71st and “A” streets and the Havelock site at 63rd and Platte see more waste dumped than other
locations.  Hanlon said each recycling site has a sign listing what recyclables can be dropped off and
what should not be deposited.  

“Dumping waste at recycling sites is not only unsightly, it can also result in litter in the area
surrounding the recycling sites and be a safety concern for those using the recycling sites properly,”
Hanlon said.  “Property owners who donate the use of their property for the recycling sites may not
continue to host the recycling sites if the illegal dumping continues.”

For more information on the City recycling program, visit recycle.lincoln.ne.gov or call the
Recycling Hotline at 402-441-8215.  
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      LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

 

Board of Health 

June 9, 2015 

 

I. ROLL CALL 

 

The meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 5:05 PM by Heidi Stark at the 

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  Members Present:  Roma Amundson, 

James Michael Bowers, Alan Doster, Karla Lester, Jacquelyn Miller, Jane Raybould, 

Molly Burton (ex-officio), Tim Sieh (ex-officio) and Heidi Stark. 

 

Members Absent:  Michelle Peterson, Craig Strong and Brittany Behrens (ex-officio). 

 

Staff Present:  Judy Halstead, Steve Frederick, Steve Beal, Gwendy Meginnis, Scott 

Holmes, Joyce Jensen, Chris Schroeder, Charlotte Burke, Kathy Cook and Elaine Severe. 

 

Ms. Halstead welcomed new Board of Health members James Michael Bowers and Jane 

Raybould. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Dr. Stark asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Agenda. 

 

Motion: Moved by Dr. Miller that the Agenda be approved as printed.  Second by Dr. 

Doster.  Motion carried by acclamation. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Dr. Stark asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes.  

 

Motion: Moved by Dr. Doster that the May 12, 2015 Minutes be approved as printed. 

Second by Dr. Miller.  Motion carried by acclamation. 

 

III. PUBLIC SESSION 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

A. Health Director Update 

 

Ms. Halstead provided an update on the MAPP  (Mobilizing for Action for Planning 

& Partnership) meeting that was held on May 21, 2015.  The group agreed on a 

Vision Statement and Guiding Principles.  Over the next several months, staff will 

conduct surveys and focus groups to evaluate the strengths of our Department, 

prioritize health issues, and identify progress on the goals of the Community Health 

Improvement Plan.   The next meetings are scheduled for June 25, 2015 and July 16, 

2015 from 2:30 – 4:30 PM at the Health Department. 

 

Ms. Halstead announced the Health Department will receive the Horizon Award at 

the Community Health Endowment Annual Awards Ceremony on June 17, 2015.   



  

Board members should contact Ms. Severe if they would like to attend.  

 

Ms. Halstead stated City staff are proceeding with plans to secure grants and funding 

to partially fund a permanent Household Hazardous Waste facility.  The site should 

be open year round and easily accessible to the public.  It is hoped a permanent site 

could be open in FY 2017-2018. 

 

Ms. Amundson asked about the risk of Lyme Disease and Rocky Mountain Spotted 

Fever.  Mr. Frederick responded the potential is here.  He also noted staff are 

experiencing high numbers of mosquitos because of the recent rains, but no West 

Nile Virus has been detected.   Board members asked whether the City would be 

spraying for mosquitos.  Mr. Holmes responded no spraying would be done until 

there is a possibility of West Nice Virus and then only limited spraying would be 

done if it creates a public health problem.   The City is prepared should the need 

arise. 

 

 

   IV. CURRENT BUSINESS (Action items)\ 

 

 A. Proposed Policy 205.16 – Fugitive Dust Investigation and Enforcement and 

Proposed Policy 205.17 – Outdoor Air Pollution Nuisance Investigation and 

Enforcement 

 

Mr. Schroeder stated staff are proposing the new policies to address the steps 

necessary to consistently investigate and enforce air quality regulations pertaining to 

visible fugitive dust and air pollution nuisances.  The Department receives frequent 

outdoor air and fugitive dust complaints.  The policies are needed to establish the 

steps to be followed during complaint investigations, to clarify the information to be 

gathered and documented, and to better define the circumstances under which the 

Program should pursue formal enforcement against the alleged violators.   Mr. Sieh 

and Mr. Schroeder also explained the civil penalty authority under the regulations 

and the difference between civil and criminal offenses. 

 

Motion:  Moved by Dr. Lester that the Board of Health approve Policy 205.16– 

Fugitive Dust Investigation and Enforcement.  Second by Ms. Raybould.  Motion 

carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 

 

Motion:  Moved by Ms. Raybould that the Board of Health approve Policy 205.17 – 

Outdoor Air Pollution Nuisance Investigation and Enforcement.  Second by Dr. 

Miller.  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote. 

  

  V.      CURRENT BUSINESS (Information Items) 

 

A. 2015 Samuel J. Crumbine Consumer Protection Award 

 

Ms. Jensen stated the Department was notified the Food Safety Program would 

receive the Samuel J. Crumbine Consumer Protection Award.   The award is a 

prestigious award given annually to a local environmental health department that 

demonstrates achievement in providing outstanding food protection services to the 

community.  She reviewed the Program Basics, Baseline and Program Assessment, 



  

Challenges, Objectives, Measurements and Achievements of the Department’s Food 

Safety Program.  The award will be presented at the National Association of County 

& City Health Officials, the National Environmental Health Association and the 

International Association for Food Protection Annual Meetings.   Board members 

expressed their congratulations to the Department and staff.   

 

B. Legislative Update 

 

Ms. Halstead provided an update on the 2015 Legislative Session.  She provided 

information on the Resolutions that were referred to each Legislative Committee for 

Interim Studies.  She stated three will be of particular interest to the Department 

including:  1) LR257 – How to create a sustainable and adequate stream of state 

funds to local health departments to ensure the departments are able to meet their 

core responsibilities and functions; 2) LR306 – Medicaid; and 3) L R316 – Examine 

Nebraska Withdrawing from the Master Settlement Agreement.    

 

 VII.        FUTURE BUSINESS 

 

 VIII.       ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

           Reminder – No July Meeting 

 

  Next Meeting – August 11, 2015 – 5:00 PM 

 

 

  IX.        ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 PM. 

 

 

 

Elaine Severe 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

Jacquelyn Miller 

Vice-President 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Shaw, Larry <Larry.Shaw@nebraska.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2015 11:42 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Highlands

 
8/12/2015 
 
 
Dear Mr. Camp 
 
I’m writing to you to voice my strong disappointment and disapproval of Mayor Beutler’s plans to sell 
the Highlands golf course to a local developer.  I can’t urge you enough to persuade Mayor Beutler 
and his administration to drop this initiative.   
 
The Highlands GC was built and financed in 1991, and its debt service was retired solely through the 
loyal patronage of Lincoln area golfers over 20 years – not with any general fund support.  The 
Lincoln golf patrons feel betrayed by the Beutler administration for this decision to accommodate a 
developer’s request, and to “clean up self-inflicted municipal debt” with the proposed sale of 
Highlands GC.   
 
Additionally, the Lincoln golf community has several concerns on the leadership of municipal golf 
program, as administered by the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department.  Recently, on March 19, 
2015, and before members of the Lincoln Municipal Golf Advisory Committee, director Lynn Johnson 
and city finance director, Steve Hubka, remarked of their own “negligence” with managing the golf 
enterprise fund by having a cash surplus of $1.2 million in FY2001, to a cash deficit of $827,562 by 
FY2013.  In a span of a decade, the golf division had an operating loss exceeding $2.0 
million.  Simply, the City of Lincoln has breached the municipal code governing the uses of Golf 
Enterprise Fund, Section 12.24.030, and Golf Fees Placed in Golf Fund (Ord. 8468 § 1; July 13, 
1964) – by passing non-golf expenses to it. 
 
I’ve golfed the local City courses since 1972. I love the variety of the courses in Lincoln. Each has its 
own challenges and charm. I take both my kids and grandkids out for rounds on the municipal 
courses.  
 
In closing, I encourage you to stand with the greater Lincoln golf community, and urge you to prevent 
the sale of Highlands GC to a local developer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Larry Shaw 
5610 Bison Ct 
Lincoln NE 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jason Latimer <heyjlati@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 10:36 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Highlands Golf Course

Dear Council Member Camp, 
 
I’m writing to you to voice my strong disappointment and disapproval of Mayor Beutler’s plans to sell 
the Highlands golf course to a local developer.  I can’t urge you enough to persuade Mayor Beutler 
and his administration to drop this initiative.   
 
The Highlands GC was built and financed in 1991, and its debt service was retired solely through the 
loyal patronage of Lincoln area golfers over 20 years – not with any general fund support.  The 
Lincoln golf patrons feel betrayed by the Beutler administration for this arrogant decision to 
accommodate a developer’s request, and to “clean up self-inflicted municipal debt” with the proposed 
sale of Highlands GC.   
 
Additionally, the Lincoln golf community has several concerns on the leadership of municipal golf 
program, as administered by the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department.  Recently, on March 19, 
2015, and before members of the Lincoln Municipal Golf Advisory Committee, director Lynn Johnson 
and city finance director, Steve Hubka, remarked of their own “negligence” with managing the golf 
enterprise fund by having a cash surplus of $1.2 million in FY2001, to a cash deficit of $827,562 by 
FY2013.  In a span of a decade, the golf division had an operating loss exceeding $2.0 million.  
Simply, the City of Lincoln has breached the municipal code governing the uses of Golf Enterprise 
Fund, Section 12.24.030, and Golf Fees Placed in Golf Fund (Ord. 8468 § 1; July 13, 1964) – by 
passing non-golf expenses to it. 
 
The Lincoln City Golf program is a unique entity that adds to the quality of living in our community. 
Having been a life-long Lincoln resident and member of the Lincoln golf community, I find the 
willingness to breach the municipal code in regards to the Golf Enterprise Fund a disgrace.  We 
speak of keeping young professionals in our community while at the same time removing valuable 
entertainment and recreation options.  Now is the time to do as we say and stop this decision.  
 
In closing, I encourage you to stand with the greater Lincoln golf community, and urge you to prevent 
the sale of Highlands GC to a local developer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jason Latimer 
402.617.9883 
heyjlati@hotmail.com 



  
DIRECTORS’/ORGANIZATIONAL AGENDA

ADDENDUM 
   MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2015

 I. CITY CLERK

 II. MAYOR & DIRECTORS’ CORRESPONDENCE 

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Budget amendments would fund fire apparatus, increase pension fund and

add MSC repair to CIP.
2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for the week of August 15, 2015 through

August 21, 2015. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Three pavement repair projects begin Monday. 

III. DIRECTORS

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Household hazardous waste collection scheduled for Saturday, August 22. 

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES/ENGINEERING
1. ADVISORY. NW 27th Street, Road & Ditch Maintenance. “O” Street to Vine Street. 
2. ADVISORY. S. 14th Street Pavement Repair. Cushman Drive to Old Cheney Road. 
3. ADVISORY. Van Dorn Street, Pavement Repair. 79th to 82nd Street. 
4. ADVISORY. Fletcher Avenue Pavement Repair. NW 12th Street to NW 1st Street.     

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
1. Gayle Resh writing to voice disagreement with any plan to sell the Highlands golf course. 
2. Councilman Camp requesting Steve Hubka, Finance Director, send an accounting of Lincoln’s

Fast Ford Fund.
3. Request to Miki Esposito, Director of Public Works & Utilities, from Councilman Camp for the

reasons of denial of the requested deviation on the 1735 West O property. 
a) Email from J. D. Burt on the 1735 West O Access;
b) Exhibits on West O Street; and
c) Curb cut submittal plan.  

4. Message from Susan Vanneman in support of a new library.
a) Letter to the Editor from Susan Vanneman in support of making the Pershing block into a

new library. 
5. Correspondence from Steve Radcliff pointing out sod replacement still needing to be done. 

a) Reply from Craig Aldridge, Public Works & Utilities, answering questions of sod
replacement, fence line, and the utility box. 

6. Correspondence from LaVonne Uffelman encouraging Council to vote in support of the
financial contribution of the City to the Woods Tennis Center. 

        
V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS

1. LES Administrative Board meeting agenda for Friday, August 21, 2015. Full agenda and
support materials can be found online. 

2. Darrel Berg writing in supporting the expansion of the Woods Park Tennis Center. 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 14, 2015    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center,  402-441-7831
                        

BUDGET AMENDMENTS WOULD FUND FIRE APPARATUS, 

INCREASE PENSION FUND AND ADD MSC REPAIR TO CIP

Year-end amendments to the City’s 2014-2016 budget will be considered by the City Council on first
reading at its meeting  Monday, August 17.  The City is in the middle of its two-year biennium, and the
Council considers technical transfers and other adjustments at this time.  Three amendments would
replace aging fire apparatus, increase funding to the Police-Fire Pension Fund and add a maintenance
project at the Municipal Service Center (MSC) to the Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  The public
hearing on the amendments is Monday, August 24.  The Council meets at 3 p.m. Mondays at the
County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street.

The resolution calls for using $2.8 million to replace six of Lincoln Fire and Rescue’s 18 front line
apparatus.  The revenue would come from the following sources:
• About $500,000 is additional revenue generated from the County’s property revaluation.
• About $200,000 is anticipated savings from the settlement of a union contract.
• The remaining $2.1 million would result from lease-purchase financing.  The debt payment on

the previous financing of fire engines expires in 2016.

“Because of budget constraints in previous years, we have not been able to replace our fire apparatus
on a regular basis,” said Mayor Chris Beutler.  “The result is aging equipment that is costing us
hundreds of thousands of dollars in maintenance.  These funds would allow us to begin a regular
replacement schedule, with the purchase of two ladder trucks and up to four fire engines this year.” 

The resolution calls for adding $900,000 to the Police Fire Pension Fund by transferring a portion of 
Police funds remaining at the end of the budget year.  A separate item on the City Council agenda
would amend a contract agreement between the Bridge Behavioral Health and the City to provide
another $200,000 in reappropriated Police funds for the renovation of the Bridge’s facility at 721 “K”
Street.   Providing alcohol detox services for the City is one of the programs provided by The Bridge.

A third amendment would add replacement of the roof and heating and air conditioning equipment at
the MSC to the CIP.  Additional City Council action would be needed to fund the project, estimated to
cost about $2.5 million.  The City purchased the MSC in 2010 to promote the consolidation of City
services, to increase efficiency and to save the City money over the long-term by owning rather than
renting facilities.   

- more -

Budget Amendments



August 14, 2015

Page Two

 
“The MSC has allowed us to become more efficient by consolidating our fleet and services into a
single center with the capacity to support City operations for decades into the future,” said Miki
Esposito, Director of the Public Works and Utilities Department.  “With low interest rates, this is the
perfect time to address maintenance needs by installing new roofs and heating and cooling equipment.”

Mayor Beutler said relocating City operations that were in the West Haymarket to the MSC has also
helped the area develop into Lincoln’s premier entertainment and tech job district.  “Not only have we
improved City operations, but we’ve spurred exciting new private development,” Beutler said.  “We’ve
gone from snow plows and piles of rock salt to private business offices and space for the new Breslow
Ice Center. That’s a win for Lincoln residents on both the long-term budget and community growth.”
 

- 30 -



 

Date: August 14, 2015
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule

Week of August 15 through 21, 2015
Schedule subject to change

Sunday, August 16
C Dedication of Malone Neighborhood Historic Plaques, remarks and proclamation - 4

p.m., Trago Park, 22nd and “U” streets (southeast of gazebo)

Tuesday, August 18
C KLIN - 8:10 a.m.

Thursday, August 20
C KFOR - 7:45 a.m.
C Zoetis ribbon-cutting event, remarks - 10 a.m., 601 W. Cornhusker Hwy.

 



PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

Engineering Services Division, 949 West Bond St., Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7711

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 14, 2015

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Ty Barger, Engineering Services, 402-441-8422
      

THREE PAVEMENT REPAIR PROJECTS BEGIN MONDAY

As the “Summer of Progress” continues, construction will begin Monday, August 17 on three
City pavement repair projects.  The work will be completed using lane closures, with one lane
open in both directions at all times.  The streets impacted include the following:

C Work on Van Dorn Street from 79th to 82nd streets -- which involves concrete repairs in
the eastbound lane – is expected to be completed by August 31.

C Work on Fletcher Avenue from N.W. 12th to N.W. 1st streets -- which involves grinding
and replacement of damaged asphalt in the eastbound, outside lane – is expected to be
completed by August 21.

C Work on S. 14th Street from Cushman Drive to Old Cheney Road  – which involves
grinding and replacement of damaged asphalt in the southbound, inside lane – is expected
to be completed by August 21.  

For more information on the projects, contact Ty Barger, City Public Works and Utilities
Department, at 402-441-8422 or tbarger@lincoln.ne.gov.  More information on City construction
projects is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: projects).    

- 30 -       



 

 
 

 

 

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

3140 “N” St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402-441-8000 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  August 14, 2015 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:   Dan King, Environmental Health Specialist, 402-441-8084 

 

 
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY AUGUST 22 

 

Lincoln and Lancaster County residents are encouraged to clean out unwanted chemicals by bringing 

their household hazardous waste to a collection event from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, August 22 at 

Veyance Technologies, 4021 N 56th St.  This event is sponsored by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health 

Department.   

 

Accepted items include pesticides, lawn and garden chemicals, household cleaning products, paint 

thinners, stains, polishes and waxes, turpentine, oil-based paint, pool cleaning chemicals, flea and tick 

powders, rodent poison, charcoal starter fluids, mixed or old gasoline, brake or power steering fluids, 

and items containing mercury such as CFLs and thermometers.  A complete list of accepted items is 

available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: household). 

 

Items NOT accepted include latex paint, motor oil, fertilizers, gas grill cylinders, medicines and 

pharmaceutical waste, electronics and batteries.  For information on recycling these and other materials, 

check the “Waste Reduction and Recycling Guide” at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycle).  No business 

waste will be accepted.   

 

The event is free of charge to Lincoln and Lancaster County residents.  Donations are accepted at the 

collection.   

 

The household hazardous waste program is partially funded by the Nebraska Department of 

Environmental Quality. 

 



Summer of Progress Continues! 
 

August 14, 2015 

 

 

NW 27th Street, Road & Ditch Maintenance 

“O” Street to Vine Street 

 
The City of Lincoln will begin on Saturday, August 22, 2015.  This work will involve shaping and 

surfacing the entire roadway and adjacent ditches.  This repair work is expected to be complete by 

Sunday, August 23, 2015. 

 

This maintenance work will help maintain and improve the driving surface of the existing roadway.  

Improvements are needed based upon overall conditions and visual inspections. 

 

Work will be completed under a road closure.  Access to adjacent properties will be maintained and any 

access restrictions will be coordinated with the property owner.  Access for emergency vehicles will be 

maintained at all times. 

 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact:   

 

 

Ty Barger, Public Works Maintenance Manager  Eddy Gleason, Project Supervisor 

City of Lincoln      City of Lincoln 

Phone: 402-441-8422     Phone:  402-432-8704 

Email: tbarger@lincoln.ne.gov    Email:  egleason@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
SMO NW 27th St Adv TLB.docx 
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Summer of Progress Continues! 
 

August 14, 2015 

 

 

S. 14th Street Pavement Repair 

Cushman Drive to Old Cheney Road 

 
The City of Lincoln will begin on Monday, August 17, 2015.  This work will involve grinding and 

replacement of damaged asphalt in the southbound, inside lane.  This repair work is expected to be 

complete by Friday, August 21, 2015. 

 

This pavement repair will help maintain and improve the driving surface of the existing roadway.  

Improvements are needed based upon overall conditions and visual inspections. 

 

Work will be completed under lane closures.  A minimum of one lane will be open to southbound traffic 

at all times. 

 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact:   

 

 

Ty Barger, Public Works Maintenance Manager  Doug Hanson, Project Supervisor 

City of Lincoln      City of Lincoln 

Phone: 402-441-8422     Phone:  402-326-0691 

Email: tbarger@lincoln.ne.gov    Email:  dhanson@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
SMO S 14th St Adv TLB.docx 
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Summer of Progress Continues! 
 
 

August 14, 2015 
 

Van Dorn Street, Pavement Repair 

79th to 82nd Street 

 
The City of Lincoln will begin on Monday, August 17, 2015.  This work will involve concrete repairs in 

the eastbound lane.  This repair work is expected to be complete by Monday, August 31, 2015. 

 

This pavement repair will help maintain and improve the driving surface of the existing roadway.  

Improvements are needed based upon overall conditions and visual inspections. 

 

Work will be completed under a lane closure.  A minimum of one lane will be open to traffic at all times. 

 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact:   

 

 

Ty Barger, Public Works Maintenance Manager  Mike Hardekopf, Project Supervisor 

City of Lincoln      City of Lincoln 

Phone: 402-441-8422     Phone:  402-432-8705 

Email: tbarger@lincoln.ne.gov    Email:  mhardekopf@lincoln.ne.gov 
 
 
 

 
SMO Van Dorn St Adv TLB.docx 
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Summer of Progress Continues! 
 
 

August 14, 2015 

 

Fletcher Avenue Pavement Repair 

NW 12th Street to NW 1st Street 

 
The City of Lincoln will begin on Monday, August 17, 2015.  This work will involve grinding and 

replacement of damaged asphalt in the eastbound, outside lane.  This repair work is expected to be 

complete by Friday, August 21, 2015. 

 

This pavement repair will help maintain and improve the driving surface of the existing roadway.  

Improvements are needed based upon overall conditions and visual inspections. 

 

Work will be completed under lane closures.  A minimum of one lane will be open to eastbound traffic 

at all times. 

 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact:   

 

 

Ty Barger, Public Works Maintenance Manager  Steve Kostner, Project Supervisor 

City of Lincoln      City of Lincoln 

Phone: 402-441-8422     Phone:  402-525-5610 

Email: tbarger@lincoln.ne.gov    Email:  skostner@lincoln.ne.gov  

 

 

 

 

 
SMO Fletcher Ave Adv TLB.docx 

 

mailto:tbarger@lincoln.ne.gov
mailto:skostner@lincoln.ne.gov


 
 

August 14, 2015 

 

Fletcher Avenue Pavement Repair 

NW 12th Street to NW 1st Street 

 
The City of Lincoln will begin on Monday, August 17, 2015.  This work will involve grinding and 

replacement of damaged asphalt in the eastbound, outside lane.  This repair work is expected to be 

complete by Friday, August 21, 2015. 

 

This pavement repair will help maintain and improve the driving surface of the existing roadway.  

Improvements are needed based upon overall conditions and visual inspections. 

 

Work will be completed under lane closures.  A minimum of one lane will be open to eastbound traffic 

at all times. 

 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact:   

 

 

Ty Barger, Public Works Maintenance Manager  Steve Kostner, Project Supervisor 

City of Lincoln      City of Lincoln 

Phone: 402-441-8422     Phone:  402-525-5610 

Email: tbarger@lincoln.ne.gov    Email:  skostner@lincoln.ne.gov  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Gayle <gayleresh@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2015 3:41 PM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Highlands Golf Course

August 13, 2015 

Dear Mr. Camp- 

I’m writing to you to voice my strong disagreement with any plan to sell the Highlands golf course, let 
alone to a developer. Please persuade Mayor Beutler and his administration to drop this initiative.  

As you are aware, the Highlands Golf Course was built and financed as well as paid off via only golf 
fees. There was not general fund financial support. I also have significant concerns regarding the 
financial management that has led to this situation.  

Please prevent the sale of the Highlands golf course. 

Sincerely, 

Gayle Resh 

2200 Stockwell 

Lincoln Nebraska 68502 

gayleresh@hotmail.com 

402.429.9290 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Fast Forward Fund

From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 11:57 AM 
To: Steve D. Hubka 
 
Subject: Fast Forward Fund 
 
Steve  
 
Please give me an accounting of the City of Lincoln’s Fast Forward Fund for the last 5 years summarizing additions, 
expenditures and current balance.  Please identify source of additions and purpose for expenditures. 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
Website:    www.lincolnhaymarket.com 
 
Check our reception and event venues at: 
 
     http://www.facebook.com/pages/Apothecary-Lofts-Ridnour-Rooms/173175799380032 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp <joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com>
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 12:36 PM
To: Miki Esposito
Cc: jdburt@inebraska.com; Mary M. Meyer
Subject: 1735 West O Access Reconsideration
Attachments: 2015-08-14--Email from JD Burt on 1735 West O Access.pdf; 150814 1735 west o 

exhibits.pdf; 1735 curb cut submittal plan.pdf

Miki: 
 
Would you please share the reasons for your denial of the requested deviation on the 1735 West O Property access? 
 
Please reconsider your determination.  The applicant provided numerous examples of other deviations that give 
credence to allowing this deviation.  I have attached copies of this information and exhibits. 
 
Thank you in advance for your review and attention to this matter. 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 



From: JD Burt [mailto:jdburt@inebraska.com]  

Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 11:19 AM 
To: Jon Camp 

Subject: 1735 West O Street 

 

Jon, 
 
The following is offered in response to our meeting and telephone conversation regarding an access 
permit to serve 1735 West O Street (Property) with a driveway adjacent to its west property line.  The 
requested driveway was verbally approved by Public Works then denied by Public Works and the 
Nebraska Department of Roads when the application was submitted. 
 
A meeting was conducted with city and state staff to discuss their denial.  Staff stated an access would be 
approved if located along the Property’s east property line as an extension of the abutting property’s 
driveway.  The driveway proposed by staff was not acceptable since it would not satisfy conditions of a 
pending sale of the property.  Staff continued with their objection even though numerous examples of 
similar properties having multiple accesses to West O Street were identified.   Staff from both agencies 
agreed to approve the access permit if a Request for Deviation was approved by the Director of Public 
Works (Director).   A Request for Deviation was filed with and denied by the Director. 
 
Information was shared with city and state staff for similar properties along O Street from 3rd Street to the 
Highway 77 Interchange.  The following is a summary of the properties where accesses exists for 
properties having O Street frontage approximately equal to or less than the Property’s frontage of 248 
feet. 
 

1. 115 O Street.  This property has 225 feet of frontage on O Street.  The property also has frontage 
on South 1st Street. 

2. 520 West O Street.  This property has 146 feet of frontage on West O Street and two accesses. 
3. 540 West O Street.  This property has 125 feet of frontage on West O Street and is adjacent to 

520 West O Street.  Building permits for 520 West O include a parking easement on the 540 
property which could have united the parcels for access purposes. 

4. 851 West O Street.  This property has 372 feet of frontage on West O Street.  The property is 
vacant and is served with one access to West O Street.  This property could be served from the 
owner’s adjacent property to the west which has two accesses to West O Street.. 

5. 875 West O Street.  This property has 223 feet of frontage on West O Street.  The property is 
served with two accesses to West O Street and one access from the abutting vacant property to 
the east. 

6. 1144 West O Street.  This property has 300 feet of frontage on West O Street.  The property is 
served with two accesses to West O Street and one access to Capital Beach Boulevard. 

7. 1402 West O Street.  This property has 140 feet of frontage on West O Street.  The property is 
served with one access to West O Street in lieu of an access from NW 14th Street. 

8. 1435 West O Street.  This property has 243 feet of frontage on West O Street. The property is 
served with one access to West O Street and is adjacent to the Earl Carter Addition final 
plat.  The final plat for Earl Carter Addition did not include an internal street connection to the 
adjacent undeveloped property to the west. 

9. 1640 West O Street.  This property has 140 feet of frontage on West O Street.  The property is 
served with one access to West O Street and one access to NW 18th Street. 

10. 2046 West O Street.  This property has 146 feet of frontage on West O Street.  The property is 
served with one access to West O Street. 

11. 2100 West O Street.  This property has 92 feet of frontage on West O Street. The property is 
served with one access to West O Street. 



12. 2120 West O Street.  This property has 75 feet of frontage on West O Street. The property is 
served with one access to West O Street. 

13. 2140 West O Street.  This property has 185 feet of frontage on West O Street.  The property is 
served with one access to West O Street and one access to NW 22nd Street. 

 
It is recognized that access standards have been revised since many of the these accesses were 
constructed.  Unfortunately, it becomes difficult to understand staff’s denial of a driveway at the 
requested location when multiple examples of single user driveways and driveways to vacant property 
exist.  As you may recall, raised medians were removed from the West O Street widening project.  This 
was done allow access to individual driveways to promote development along West O Street.  Attached 
are aerials of the referenced properties and site plan for the request access for your information.  These 
aerials clearly show that our request for access is very similar to many existing accesses along West O 
Street and would not create a precedence for Deviations along other arterial streets in the community. 
 
Your assistance in having this Request for Deviation be reconsidered by Public Works would be 
appreciated. 
 
Best regards, 
 
JD 
 

Burt Real Estate, LLC 
218 South 38th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68510 
V: 402-432-7995  E: jdburt@inebraska.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Susan Vanneman <svanneman1@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2015 8:52 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Letters to the Editor : Opinion

Please read "New Library".  I urge your support of this issue. 
http://journalstar.com/news/opinion/mailbag/ 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
Susan Vanneman 
 
"No matter how seriously librarians are engaged in their work, they are glad to be interrupted when the theme is books.  
It makes no difference to them how simple the search is or how far behind either of you is running--they consider all 
queries scrupulously.  They love to have their knowledge tested.  They lie in wait; they will not be rushed." from 
Anthropology of an American Girl by Hilary Thayer Hamann 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Mary M. Meyer
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 8:31 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Emailing: Letter, 8-16 Support new library  Opinion.htm

 

Letter, 8/16: Support new library 
AUGUST 15, 2015 11:55 PM 

If you would like to have an impact on your community, get involved in strengthening the Lincoln City 
Library system by helping promote the plan to make the Pershing block into a new library and to 
remodel existing branches ("Library board says Pershing should be site of new main library," July 23).

Lincoln has a good library system. A new downtown site and updated branches will provide the 
facilities and innovative services fitting for the 21st century. The existing downtown library is out of 
date and inadequate to serve as a central library and meet the needs of the surrounding 
neighborhood and the downtown sector. If you doubt the viability of the libraries, stop in for a visit. 
You will be joining 650 other patrons that visit Bennett Martin on a daily basis and countless other 
preschoolers, teens and adults in the busy branch libraries. 

Supporting this plan for improving the library system is an investment in the educational climate of our 
community and, in reality, a savings to individual taxpayers. It is estimated that the tax for a $157,000 
home would be $34 per year, which seems like a bargain even if you only consider the amount a 
family would spend on books, DVDs or electronic titles. This is discounting the other service the 
library provides in educational programming for children, teens and adults, spaces for community 
meetings and computer access. 

Everyone’s support matters. Contact your City Council representative and talk to your friends. Our 
beautiful community is teeming with improvements. Help add a new library to the list. 

Susan Vanneman, Lincoln 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Steve Radcliff <sradcliff@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 3:05 AM
To: Craig E. Aldridge; Tim L. Byrne; Mayor; Miki Esposito; Jon Camp
Subject: install the rest of sod

Importance: High

Craig, will Kroger Sod install sod around Wind stream and Time Warner utility boxes east of our 
property?  Also, why are some of the property owners told to place there privacy fences 3 feet or 4 feet from 
the bike path? We were told to be 5 feet from the bike path with our privacy fence. Why is that? 
Also, you Dept. instructed Watts Electric to raise the utility box for the traffic signal's  because the box was to 
low. YOU and Tim should make time to see what happened with the box after Watts Electric completed the 
job! I guess your  Dept. will have to correct the problem that was left behind! 
I talked Tim Byrne last Friday 8-14-2015 about some replacement sod for our back yard due to the heavy 
water runoff from the neighbors east of us which pooled in our yard killing some of our grass. I've yet to hear 
from Kroger as to when that will happen!  
In addition, the fescue sod between our fence and the bike path will need to be replaced as it did not survive 
the July heat after we had watered for more than 15 days. I’m of the understanding that Kroger will also take 
care of replacing that sod as well. 
  
Property Owner, 
Steve Radcliff 
  
P.S.   I will say the new drainage design from the Road Widening Project has lessoned the VALUE of OUR 
Property to the degree that my wife and I will have to spend more of our money to fix a drainage problem that 
never existed prior to your Road Widening Project and  your calculations!!! I know this drainage problem is 
falling on deaf ears and the Public Works Dept. should held liable for the mistake. Thanks for nothing!!!! 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp
Subject: FW: install the rest of sod

 
 
From: Craig E. Aldridge  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 8:49 AM 
To: 'Steve Radcliff'; Tim L. Byrne; Mayor; Miki Esposito; Jon Camp; Lin Quenzer 
Subject: RE: install the rest of sod 
 
Mr. Radcliff: 
 
We notified Time Warner/Windstream that they need to regrade and seed and sod the area near the utility box 
immediately after our meeting last week.  They have notified their wall builder as such.  I would expect that this will 
occur in the next week to 10 days.   
 
The new ROW line is located 4 feet north of the north edge of biketrail.  Homeowners are able to place fences on this 
line.  I am not sure who told you 5 feet and why they told you this but I have informed everyone that I spoke with (who 
has asked the question) that 4 feet is the mark.   
 
Tim and/or I will inspect the Watts Electric work.  If corrections are needed we will contact them.  Also, this area will 
need to be resodded by the Contractor. 
 
Tim will be following up with Kroger on sodding the dead areas in your yard.  This has been added to the list of punchlist 
items that they need to address, though. 
 
You are correct.  Kroger will need to replace all sod areas that died within the sod warranty period established in our 
Spec. 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: FW: City Council Meeting Today

 
From: La Vonne [mailto:luv1lu@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:58 AM 
To: Jon Camp 
Subject: City Council Meeting Today 
 
Jon,  I am a big supporter of the Woods Tennis Center.  I play there five days a week and my husband and I are also  big 

financial supporter as well.  The neighborhood associations will benefit from the much needed monetary support from the 

city for improvements at Woods Tennis Center.  A community meeting room is included in the mew construction.  Year 

round use of the facility will be enhanced.   We have one of the largest  and highly successful youth development tennis 

programs in the USTA Missouri Valley area.  ( This includes Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Nebraska. And 

programs up against St. Louis, Kansas City, Wichita and Oklahoma City. )  Kevin Heim, the Woods Manager,  has 

works tirelessly to improve the programs offered and improve the facility.  Our fund raising efforts to date have been very 

successful and we are very close to reaching our goals.  Our "Turkey Tourney" in November has always been very 

successful in raising funds for the youth programs.   

I just returned from Oklahoma City and a sectional tennis tournament for Missouri Valley.  We were there for three 

nights.  My team had 5 hotel rooms and food associated with our stay as well as gasoline and other expenses.  Having a 

facility  to host this type of function in Lincoln, would only benefit the city and our economy.  There were 100's involved. 

  

I would like to encourage you to vote in support of the financial contribution  from the city of Lincoln.    We are so very 

close to the Antelope Valley Development and the Union Plaza development.   These areas could be promoted as part 

of  functions at the Woods Tennis Center.  With the potential loss of the 17th Street Courts on the UNL Campus, and the 

loss of the NTC (Nebraska Tennis Center)  facility for Tennis (three of their indoor courts have been converted to indoor 

soccer). UNL is finishing their Tennis and Soccer complex at State  Fair Park.   We are the Prime Facility In the center of 

Lincoln,  for use in major tournaments and school related community activities related to tennis for our High Schools both 

Public and Private.  The aging bubbles need to be replaced before they come down.  We are working on borrowed time 

as it is.  Please consider voting in favor of the Cities Support for this project.   

  

Thanks you!!   La Vonne  Uffelman 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
AGENDA 

LES ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 
Friday, August 21, 2015 

 9:30 a.m. 
LES Board Room 
1040 “O” Street 

 
 

9:30 A.M.   
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Approval of Minutes of the July 17, 2015 Regular Meeting of the 

 LES Administrative Board  
 

3. Comments from Customers 
 

 4. Committee Reports 
  A. Operations & Power Supply Committee 
       *1. Approval of Southeast Reliability Route – LES Resolution 2015-9  
  B.  Finance & Audit Committee 
  C. Personnel & Organization Committee 
       *1. Approval of Amendment to LES Employees’ 401(k) Retirement Plan – LES Resolution 2015-10 
       *2. Approval of Amendment to LES 457(b) Deferred Compensation Plan – LES Resolution 2015-11 
         
5. Administrator & CEO Reports 

A. 2016 Budget Public Process 
B. National Electric Rate Survey 
C. Enterprise Risk Management Update 

     
6. Chief Operating Officer’s Reports 

  A.  Community Solar Project Update 
    
7. Other Business 

  A. Monthly Financial and Power Supply Reports 
  B. Miscellaneous Information 
 
8. Executive Session – Contract Negotiations 

 
  9. Adjournment   

 
*  Denotes Action Items   
 
 

 
 

Next Regular Administrative Board meeting Friday, September 18, 2015. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Darrel Berg <deberg@whidbey.net>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 1:14 AM
To: Roy A. Christensen; Cyndi Lamm; Jon Camp
Subject: Fwd: Woods Park Tennis Center

 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 
From: Darrel Berg <deberg@whidbey.net> 
Subject: Fwd: Woods Park Tennis Center 
Date: August 16, 2015 at 11:03:16 PM PDT 
To: leirion@leirionforlincoln.org, tfellerscc@gmail.com, raybould.jane@gmail.com, 
ceskridge@lincoln.ne.gov, 
 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 

 
To the City Council of Lincoln 
First, let me introduce myself: My name is Darrel Berg. I am a retired United Methodist 
Minister who has served in Lincoln for 16 years. I returned to Lincoln “part-time “ in 
2009. 
At 94 I am a late comer to tennis. Tennis has been a difference maker for me and most 
of my experience has been at Woods Park Tennis Center.  
It was at Woods , under the guidance of Kevin Heim and his staff that I relearned to play 
the game when I was 88 years old. 
 
I  whole-heartedly support the expansion of the Woods Park Tennis Center and 
encourage the financial investment by the City of Lincoln. 
Since I have experienced some physical limitations, I have enjoyed my visits to the 
Center to watch people of all ages come to play the game. It is one athletic sport that 
can be enjoyed into the later years.  
 
PS: My role model is King Gustav of Sweden who played the game all the way to his 
high 90’s, and lived to be 100 !! 

 
Respectfully  
Darrel Berg 
 
 



MINUTES
DIRECTORS’/ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

AUGUST 17, 2015

Present: Trent Fellers, Chair; Leirion Gaylor Baird, Vice Chair; Cyndi Lamm; Jane Raybould; Jon Camp; Roy
Eskridge; and Carl Eskridge

Others Present: Teresa Meier, City Clerk; Denise Pearce, Senior Policy Counsel; Jeff Kirkpatrick, City Attorney 

Chair Fellers opened the meeting at 2:06 p.m. and announced the location of the Open Meetings Act. 

I. MINUTES
1. Directors’ and Organizational meeting minutes of August 10, 2015.
With no corrections the above minutes placed on file in the City Council office.

 
II. ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA

Gaylor Baird stated Citizen Information Center will not attend today to discuss the website. Do request a brief
discussion of Council process on Audit recommendations.  Raybould asked if Council will discuss the Council
website listed below? Gaylor Baird replied, briefly. 

III.   CITY CLERK  
        Meier stated under Public Hearing -Liquor Resolutions will call Items 10 and 11 together. Under Public Hearing -

Ordinances - 2nd Reading will call Items 25, 27, 28 together.  

 IV. CORRESPONDENCE/REQUESTS OF MAYOR 
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor to present June Award of Excellence to Olga Kanne. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Events to celebrate anniversary of Sunken Gardens project. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Pioneers Park to be open late for meteor shower. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Public urged to keep trash, yard waste out of recycling sites. 
  

V. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE
(Short break to speak to Directors)

1. FINANCE DEPARTMENT
1. Budget Resolution. 

2. HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, Department Report June 2015. 
2. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, Board of Health meeting minutes of June 9, 2015. 

VI. BOARDS/COMMITTEES/COMMISSION REPORTS

1. Public Building Commission (PBC) - Camp, Raybould 
Raybould stated discussion on ongoing sally ports projects which should be completed by the end of August. The
demolition project underway and should be done before Christmas. She asked Camp if he went on the tour. Camp
replied yes and helped knock out a wall. Raybould added they’re using robotics to help speed up some demolition.

Raybould said they awarded the Bensch building contract to Hausman Construction who will start Crisis Center
renovation. Discussed 5-City TV, substantial HD upgrades. Cost is $650,000 for the upgrade and $200,00 a year.
Fortunately funding comes from the cable funds collected from Time Warner and Windstream. No cost to us. 
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She added also standard approval of contracts. Tried to reconcile some Chamber problems with the Chamber
microphones. After 4/5 months of investigation think they have a solution, that it was happening in the control
room. 
Camp stated they will remove the large TV cameras and install 3 ceiling mounted TV cameras in this room, and
rarely use the ones in use now. In the Chambers will include 3 cameras with 1 behind the glass.

Camp stated the budget up 8%. Still at the 1.7% mill levy and committed to this rate because of bonding for another
15 years. Disappointing. Now we don’t have any more budget authorities for new buildings, like the 605 or the
Bensch Building, so agencies in those buildings will pay a higher rental rate to amortize the capital cost. Typically
agencies pay the operating costs, and we discuss rent rates at budget time. Our total of 1.7% would be $3.7 million,
or a little over, and secondarily we have the bond payments. Will work on the 605, the County Jail, and the Bensch
Building where we do not receive rents right away. 

Eskridge said the old City Hall Building at 9th/10th and O, a great old building, historical, circa 1900, and has
everyone gone inside? Pretty sad. Camp commented it has that beautiful French cage elevator. Eskridge agreed,
adding probably the greatest asset. Don’t think the first floor is utilized, with the Lincoln Arts Council previously
there. Wondered if the PBC ever thought about what it could be, or used for, as it’s way under-utilized. Camp added
10 to 15 years ago someone redid all the wood windows. Raybould added the Public Building is located there. 

2. Parks and Recreation Advisory Board - Christensen 
Christensen stated they spent time discussing pickle ball. A newspaper article stated pickle ball was the fastest
growing sport in America. Developed in the 1960's on the west coast. A lot of people play and approximately 20
people attended the presentation. One attendee from Lincoln won the State Games of America Pickle Ball double
and single championships held in Lincoln. Participants travel to Arizona ,or other places, and play in huge leagues.
They come back here and there’s no facilities. The presentation showed Anderson Park with 2 tennis courts.
Proposed to take 1 court and transform into 4 pickle ball courts. The number of courts in Omaha is about 23, and
we have 2 courts, tennis courts at Union College, which may not be available when school starts. 

Estimated cost is $20,000 to convert 1 tennis court. They don’t know where the money will come from, possibly
raise some, ask Parks & Rec. The average person playing pickle ball is slightly older than a regular athletic, but all
ages play. In Arizona the No. 2 sport at the villages, behind golf. For tennis players who are aging a good
alternative. 

Christensen stated they discussed golf which centered around the Highlands course. Most people attending were
passionate about doing what was needed to preserve the Highlands. Discussion on the practical aspects and reducing
costs, as well as increasing revenues. Motivated people who will see what they can do in making recommendations
on how to preserve the Highlands Golf Course. 

Camp stated he heard a rumor someone wants to buy the Highlands Golf Course. Christensen replied they talked
about the rumor.  No direct information. 

Christensen added a student from UNL attended. Finishing his Masters degree in Public Administration and his
thesis is on Bowling Lake park, north of Airpark. The park resembles an island in the middle of the lake. Built years
ago for airmen and a City park. After research, reaching out to constituents, he proposed installing a playground
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on the northwest side. The neighborhood approves. Now saying a nice project, but no cost estimates. Eskridge
added the neighborhood has been engaged as he’s worked on this project with Parks & Rec. Discussed the ages this
would appeal to, and safety. He’s done a great job in engaging the community and working with Parks. They plan
to improve services in the neighborhood now, making this a good time for the project.           

3. Information Services Policy Committee (ISPC) - Raybould
Raybould stated a good discussion reviewing the inter-local agreement. They want more emphasis on cost allocation
of the rate setting, rather than the budget process. All major stakeholders need to be a  part because of the impact
it has to their budget process. Believe they’re trying to develop more transparency on their cost allocation, but still
you get the bill after the fact from the previous year. Frustrating. 

Raybould added they talked about the ISPC policy standard and guideline development. Looking at what the State
has done, and copying some of it. The most important guideline initiative is developing the password standard. How
to protect passwords and who is responsible. Will work on the guidelines first. 

Another item was the storage and management of emails and how much additional storage required for everyone
with an email address, working for the City and County. How to maintain? Raybould added they did talk about the
migration of some systems.     

Raybould stated GIS is one of the most interesting items being worked on with automated vehicle location.
Partnering with the Rakes School to develop an agreement for software support for a locations product which could
be implemented in Public Works vehicles, and others. Camp asked if we already have on the vehicles? Raybould
replied yes, but don’t know if they’re trying to use a hand held, mobile, device. Possibly. She added it goes along
with the City’s website, and the concern on how antiquated it is, but it belongs to Citizens Information Center for
upgrades. That department rather than Information Services. My concern is it being outdated and not user friendly.
 
4. Board of Health - Raybould 
Raybould stated a great meeting with very good reports. Working on indoor air health nuisances and guidelines,
protocol for inspectors who go into homes, and the steps needed. Partnering with law enforcement and working with
the landlords. Ensuring the properties are habitable for humans. Raybould commented Halstead did discuss bats.

The Health Department is undertaking a strategic plan. A good part of discussion on initiatives which they will work
on going forward. Have measurable tools to access success or failures. Will tie all elements into their annual
evaluation, with a review from each department, program, and initiative. They have the Quality Improvement Plan
with measurable and objective items to see if they’re at where they need to be with certain programs. If numbers
reveal the programs are not reaching the people they should, would discontinue. The Health Department is hoping
to roll out to other departments. Parks & Rec has done performance indicators to help determine if a program is
worthwhile. Is the community partaking, costing too much? A great step and exciting to see government take on
some really important business indicators, seeing if they’re succeeding or hanging onto certain elements. Health
invested a lot of time/energy developing. From the bottom /up and the top/down all partaking. Very commendable.

VII. MISCELLANEOUS

1. City Council Website  - Citizen Information Center 
Gaylor Baird stated will delay web page discussion until next week. Originally agreed to a pre-council today at 1:30,
but had a budget pre-council. Not sure how it got bumped or how it ended up on the Organizational Meeting. If it
could be schedule for 1:30 next week. Fellers added a pre-council was discussed and then the budget pre-council
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arose, and we moved topics around but apparently not everyone notified about what was on this agenda. Can do next
week and think Council Members will be impressed. 

Gaylor Baird commented the second technical issue Kohmetscher should address is user friendly, but in terms of
the page look it is being updated as some other departments have done. Content submitted for people to ask
questions. If anyone still has other input, do submit. Would like Meier, Kirkpatrick, Meyer to review. Gaylor Baird
added after review by Members during this week if anyone has additional thoughts which they want included please
email Meyer who will deliver to Kohmetscher. 

2.   Council Policy Changes on Committee Appointments and Reappointments  
Fellers stated this was on our agenda last week submitted by Lamm. Any additional thoughts?  Lamm said she had
a conversation with Eskridge. Basically wanted to treat new appointments a little differently than reappointments.
Originally suggested to remove new appointments from the consent agenda and reschedule for a hearing. But,
recognizing these people are volunteers and Eskridge expressing concerns for them staying at a Council meeting in
order to come forward. Visited with Members about the possibility of leaving on the consent agenda but having the
applicant, or appointee, come forward during that part of the agenda and appear during the first part of the meeting.,
Respecting their time with an opportunity for Council, and citizens, to meet them. She commented she prefers this,
leave on the consent agenda but ask the appointees to attend, and testify on the date listed on the consent agenda.

Eskridge appreciated Lamm reaching out and agree this is a good solution. The main thing is recognizing those who
volunteer and serve the boards. Hundreds in the community do and to put a face with a name is beneficial, as well
as addressing the practicalities. Last week timed the meeting and it was approximately 5:30 when appointees would
have left. But to expect people to sit for hours waiting for approval may not be what we would ask of them. 

Fellers summarized, for new appointments will put on the consent agenda. Raybould asked for explanation on how
we do Planning, Library Board and LES? Asked if going to be different with the reply being no. Pearce added the
Library Board is different as the Mayor’s office is not involved. With a vacancy, or a term expiring, Leach calls the
Council Chair to find out if we want to review the candidates and then forwards the recommendations. We followed
this process for the last several years. Fellers stated the last one was a reappointment to a full term, checked with
some Members and okay with moving to consent and not having the person come forward. 

Pearce added for LES and the Planning Commission if new appointees typically ask the Chair if an individual
meeting wanted before forwarding a name. Will continue if Council agrees. Raybould stated the County Board did
that for the Planning Commissioners. Maybe 2 Commissioners would interview the candidate for Planning
Commissioner. 

Audit Committee
Gaylor Baird stated since the Audit Committee is new and we haven’t had a process in place, and going forward on
the selection would like to discuss and hear from Fellers how the process works. On the agenda, and not suggesting
we take down and start over, as we need to complete by the end of the month. But need to hear more on the process
and open up for discussion and full disclosure. Want Council to be comfortable with the process. 

Fellers said he spoke to community people on items they would like to see, and to a few Council colleagues on what
they want, then assembled into a resolution. Worked alone on the resolution language, and sent to the City Attorney.
Received back last week and sent to Council Members, hoping to have on the agenda quickly. If Council decides
on a different policy, and we didn’t form within the ordinance we passed, we could do. Possibly have a collaborative
discussion. Think the issue was important and one we wanted data on, plus talked about in the community. 
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Raybould commented it seems that’s how the City Council has been doing and getting information. Would like it
to be an agenda item because it could have saved everyone time by asking Members, what they thought should be
on the audit? This group could discuss and then bounce off each other’s ideas. Possibly think, what about Parks &
Rec or the wheel tax? Toss ideas out and collectively agree or disagree. The person in charge of the committee might
have the prerogative to move forward, but did receive feedback within a shorter period of time without soliciting
a lot of people. The County Board does well in discussing ideas and different initiatives people are considering.

Raybould asked, again who is on the Audit Committee? Christensen replied Gaylor Baird, Lamm, and Fellers. 

Gaylor Baird stated if we backed up and put on the Organizational agenda, it would give us time to think through
different options. A Council Member can recommend to the Audit Committee, and that’s where it’s a little vague.
Christensen added the ordinance says we have to recommend 1 by the end of August. Gaylor Baird stated, at least
1. Christensen said no limit saying we can’t do another in January. If this one is complete in 3 months we can do
another if we like, as there are no limitations, but to do at least 1. 

Gaylor Baird commented a little bit of confusion in the ordinance as once we make recommendation to the Audit
Committee, they review and decide the scope and whether or not it’s appropriate and desirous. So, if  for some
reason they decided it wasn’t a feasible audit they would need a second choice. If we were to have a ranking of who
we would consider, it comes back to the process. Raybould asked if we need a backup department? Gaylor Baird
responded we’ll discuss. Lamm stated as she read the ordinance, have to recommend at least 1, but doesn’t mean
the recommendation has to be approved by August 31st. Her impression is that sometime during this next year can
bring forward to Council, and discuss, receiving input. But, obligated to submit by August 31st and don’t think
there’s a procedure on who is obligated to submit but think committee members would bring some type of resolution.

Gaylor Baird said to add questions, such as, do you think it makes sense? Did you speak to the affected departments?
Fellers stated he doesn’t know if it would sense to figure out, and say to a department, we’re looking at auditing you.
He added he’s worked in government several years and never had a public accounts auditor say, we think we’ll audit
you shortly. More or less received an engagement letter with the date they’ll come. Think a little different size and
scope. Agree with Lamm that one of us could put a resolution on the agenda, and have us debate if the merits were
for a performance audit. We do have to act by August 31st. Whether it’s a topic we want to take forward, or not, why
not decide via the vote. We’re not limited to the one audit I proposed and if you have ideas on an audit bring forward.

Christensen said at this time maybe talking more about next year. Would agree next year in July, or before the
budget, discuss and agree on possibly 2 subjects to put forward. Let the Audit Committee chose what to start with.

Gaylor Baird asked if the audits can be performance, or financial? Not something we’ve talked about, just mentioned
performance audit. Is it your intention this one be a performance audit, as opposed to a different kind? Fellers replied
yes, adding that’s exactly what the resolution spells out. Going into a department and looking at dollar performance
and where it comes from. Think part of the performance is for us to make future policy decisions to understand
where the money comes from. The number 1 issue heard in the community is, how are dollars spent? Feel like we
as policy makers, have a duty to show where they’re spent in the budget, and other items. This audit is looking to
accomplish.

Gaylor Baird stated she supports the Audit Committee mission, voted for it, think the idea and intent is sound. Trying
to get more Council input to provide the legislative bodies according to planning efficiencies. You’re hearing one
issue from constituency while other Members may hear others which are also important, such as public safety.
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Campaigns is another topic of equal or greater importance but certainly a budget priority is safety. Room for
discussion. Appreciate your suggestion and perhaps we look at a couple next time, so it’s not just the Chair deciding.

Fellers stated he doesn’t think it’s the Chair deciding, but someone with an idea and having an agenda, which any
of us should be able to put something on the agenda. Gaylor Baird agreed, adding, people believe, think, and agree
the Council works best when communicating. In that spirit think having a discussion before it appears on the agenda
makes sense. 

Raybould stated with the audit review noticed it was an extensive list for that particular department. One comment
I receive, as a lot of you do, is, how’s our wheel tax being spent? The No. 1 heard. So, didn’t know because it’s so
broad, but good as people want to know how road revenues are being spent and allocated. Didn’t know if in the past
it’s been that expansive of a request? Or, limited, like in that department want to know wheel tax. Maybe give some
historical perspective. Fellers answered need a senior member to reply as we haven’t done an audit since a lot of
Members have been elected.  

Camp commented the other was a pure audit, and what Gaylor Baird was talking about. This one was a performance
audit. Christensen asked if there’s been performance audits before? Camp replied, not directly, no.  

Raybould added she’s interested with the sales tax for our 911 upgrades and the fire stations. Think Fellers listed
so we could see where the money comes from, all sales tax revenue, and exactly how it’s dispersed. Is this going on
the website? Fellers said yes, required that the finance director put line items on the website. Camp added it’ll be
automatic. Raybould reiterated she would like to make sure we raise it, spend it, and end it. Camp stated it might
be that example could conceivably carry over to other budget items, or pockets.

Gaylor Baird stated one last comment is the scope being broad and we have limited resources. Helpful to have these
discussions before it goes to the Audit Committee. The Audit Committee will have a lot to try and figure out because
we will finalize the scope. And decide if it should be financial internal performance or operational review. Would
like to know from Members what’s most important, and priorities, to the extent we don’t have resources to meet all
but the most important. Whatever comes from elected bodies the Committee will carry weight. If we could talk
before the budget and think through some priorities would be helpful in making sure we can do the work. 

Raybould asked if they report to us, like a regular committee? Fellers stated their resolution goes to the Committee,
the Committee basically sends an RFP of different items they’ll look at, based on our resolution. Then we receive
bids from qualified professionals, they make a recommendation, the Council selects the auditor, and then the audit.
The recommendations from the audit go back to the Committee and the Council. Had envisioned a pre-council where
the Audit Committee can score and possibly a member of the Audit Committee which the Mayor is appointing W.
Don Nelson and Mike Justice, of the Fire Board. Qualified, credible people to serve on the Committee and then
basically the audit stands and we can make policy decisions off of.  

Raybould asked if the Committee will meet on a monthly basis? Fellers replied believe it says in the code quarterly,
and the idea behind is to select the auditor, or narrow the scope slightly, select the auditor, receive, and then recycle
back into the same process. 

Raybould asked, if the Audit Committee is it just the 3 Council Members? Fellers answered the Council Members
plus 2 others. Raybould asked if they’ll meet and narrow down or define the scope? Fellers said define the scope for
the RFP and then select the vendor, which comes from us. 
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Gaylor Baird stated she thinks, as a future audit member, during the public hearing to have Members thinking on
what the priorities are. We have a large charge in trying to determine the scope. She asked if Fellers spoke to anyone
about the scope versus the budget? Fellers said he has experience in writing, and in being audited by a public auditor,
accountants, and we wrote an audit at the Energy Office for some pretty substantial questions. Think there were 12
based on Federal A 133 Audit, basically the annual audit for government bonds, and then others were questions to
find the different elements of waste, fraud, and use. Received a number of RFP responses back, some high as the
auditor travels from out of state, others under $75,000. There are firms able to do these scopes and are in state, 2 or
3 respond under $75,000. The code states we bid or we put out for public bid, the Audit Committee selects, and
Council makes their recommendation. An extensive audit can be done for under $75,000. 

Raybould stated very interesting in the Omaha World Herald they had an analysis showing Omaha roads are getting
worse and the City’s proposed budget isn’t enough to keep up. Think they spend an average of $40 million, our
budget is $55 million. The point is, it’s an universal complaint and concerns among constituents. 

Disaster - Jeff Kirkpatrick, City Attorney
Kirkpatrick stated today is the last day you can apply for disaster relief. The number of applicants fell after the
original date, if postmarked today will accept. Total number of applications was 219, 62 from the October storm,
157 for the May storm, and some hit by both storms, and would be one household with two applications. 

Kirkpatrick said so far we’ve paid $45,000 to a total of 25 people, as of Friday. Moving forward and not at 20% yet,
but have processed almost all applications. A lot were waiting on paperwork, and if inspections are necessary, we
have done. Going forward fairly well although we’ll certainly work well into September. 

Christensen asked for total number of claims to which Kirkpatrick replied 219. Camp asked for the value of the
claims? Kirkpatrick stated total value is $679,000, and if we paid everyone what they asked it would have that
amount paid out. 

Kirkpatrick commented in 1 category for the May storm we had 58,520. The ones we’ve processed have allowed
25,000. Camp added, about 50%. There are variables. One surprise when we were conceiving the program, and
talking to Council, was how many had insurance as they were in the flood plain. Good to have but also reduced the
amount we paid out. Kirkpatrick added they set an amount based on a certain number of files. Camp asked what was
the amount? Kirkpatrick answered ended up being $5,000. Doesn’t count the amount to the inspector. We pay him
$500 per inspection, which is less than some earlier quotes.    

                                   
VIII. CITY COUNCIL 

JON CAMP
1. Correspondence from Larry Shaw stating his disapproval of the plans to sell the Highlands golf course. 
2. Jason Latimer writing in opposition to the proposal to sell the Highlands golf course.  

 IX.  CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS

 X. MEETINGS/INVITATIONS
See invitation list. 

 XI.   ADJOURNMENT
Chair Fellers adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
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