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FACTSHEET

TITLE:  TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15020  BOARD/COMMITTEE: Planning Commission
(Amend Chapter 27.67 of the Lincoln Municipal Code
relating to parking for greenhouses and garden centers
in the AG zoning district)

APPLICANT: Nebraska Nursery and Color Gardens RECOMMENDATION:  Approval (8-0: Hove, Lust,
Cornelius, Corr, Beecham, Scheer, Harris, and
Sunderman; Weber absent).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED:   N/A

SPONSOR: Planning Department OPPONENTS: None present at hearing.

REASON FOR LEGISLATION:  To amend Chapter 27.67 of the Lincoln Municipal Code relating to parking by
amending subsection (y) of Section 27.67.040 to provide that parking for greenhouses and garden centers located
in the AG zoning district may be provided on unpaved areas, except for ADA accessible stalls; amending subsection
(c) of Section 27.67 to provide that parking lots may be provided on unpaved areas in the AG zoning district where
specifically authorized under the special parking requirements in Section 27.67.040; and repealing Sections
27.67.040 and 27.67.100 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing.  

DISCUSSION/FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The staff recommendation of approval is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.2-3, concluding that
allowing unpaved parking areas for greenhouses and garden centers in the AG zoning district should have
minimal impact on surrounding properties.  The uses are consistent with other rural uses which often have
unpaved driveways and parking areas. 

2. On September 30, 2015, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 8-0 to
recommend approval of this text amendment, which was on the consent agenda.  See p. 4.
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Text No.15020  

PROPOSAL: To provide that parking for greenhouses and garden centers in the AG zoning
district may be provided on unpaved areas, except for ADA accessible stalls. 

CONCLUSION: Allowing unpaved parking areas for greenhouses and garden centers in the
AG zoning district should have minimal impact on surrounding properties. The
uses are consistent with other rural uses which often have unpaved driveways
and parking areas.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval

ANALYSIS:

1. This request is to amend Section 27.67.040(y) and 27.67.100© of the City of Lincoln Zoning
Ordinance to allow unpaved parking for greenhouses and garden centers in the AG zoning
district.

2. This application is requested by Nebraska Nursery & Color Gardens at 4240 S. Coddington
Avenue. They operate a greenhouse at this location. Greenhouses are required to have one
parking space per employee on the largest shift. If a parking lot has 6 or more stalls, then
it is required to be paved. Their parking lot and drive would require being paved. They have
multiple buildings with parking areas and driveways. 

3. Heritage Centers and Agricultural Attractions in the AG zoning district may have unpaved
parking areas. These uses are required to have a minimum lot size of 20 acres.
Greenhouses and garden centers are also required to have 20 acres. Due to the large size
of the parcels any dust coming from a gravel parking area should have minimal impact on
surrounding properties.

4. Properties zoned Agriculture are rural in nature with many outbuildings and drives leading
to the buildings. Often times the drive leading to a house or business is gravel. Farm
operations need large areas to maneuver equipment and park multiple vehicles. There may
be some resulting dust, but this is typical for agricultural areas. 

5. Greenhouses typically use large trucks, such as semi-trailers, for transport and have little
customer traffic. Often times greenhouses only sell wholesale to businesses such as
landscape contractors. Utilizing large vehicles requires a large parking area which would be
costly to pave.  
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6. Garden Centers are allowed by special permit in the AG zoning district. Garden Centers are
more retail in nature than a greenhouse and may have more customer traffic than a
greenhouse. This text change would allow for flexibility in the special permit as to how much
paved parking, if any, is needed for a garden center. 

7. The City has regulations pertaining to dust control that is regulated by the Lancaster County
Health Department. If there were any complaints about dust from a gravel parking area, the
Health Department would respond to the complaint. 

8. Section 27.67.100© Waiver of Surfacing Requirements, is also being amended to clarify that
parking lot on unpaved areas in the AG zoning district is allowed if authorized under
27.67.040. A separate waiver is not required

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner

DATE: September 16, 2015

APPLICANT: Nebraska Nursery & Color Gardens
4240 S. Coddington Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68523
402-489-6712

OWNER: Same as applicant

CONTACT: Same as applicant
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TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15020

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: September 30, 2015

Members present: Beecham, Cornelius, Corr, Harris, Hove, Lust, Scheer and Sunderman; Weber
absent. 

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following item: TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15020.

There were no ex parte communications disclosed. 

Beecham moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Cornelius and carried 8-0: 
Beecham, Cornelius, Corr, Harris, Hove, Lust, Scheer, and Sunderman,  voting ‘yes’; Weber 
absent. 
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