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TITLE: Cable Franchise BOARD/COMMITTEE: Telecommunications/Cable
TV Advisory Board

APPLICANT: Law Dept. RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval

STAFF
RECOMMENDATION:

OTHER DEPARTMENTS
AFFECTED:

SPONSOR: OPPONENTS:

REASON FOR LEGISLATION

Hearing on the request to transfer the cable television franchise held by Time Warner Cable Midwest,
LLC to Charter Communications, Inc. 

DISCUSSION / FINDINGS OF FACT:

Time Warner Cable and Charter Communications, Inc. have made a request to the City of Lincoln to
transfer the current cable television franchise held by Time Warner Cable to Charter.  The current
franchise agreement was executed in 2005 and runs to December 2020.  The proposed merger of the
companies is being reviewed by the FCC and a final regulatory decision is anticipated to occur later this
year or early next year.  Any decision by the City of Lincoln will be conditioned upon that FCC approval. 
Federal law requires any transfer request to be decided by a franchising authority within 120 days from
receipt thereof.  The request was received by the City on July 2, 2015.  

After consideration of the various materials submitted by Time Warner and Charter, answers to
questions clarifying the materials, direct questioning of the Charter representatives and discussion
regarding the prospects of the new franchisee, the Telecommunication/Cable Television Advisory
Board unanimously adopted a recommendation to the City Council, on October 14, 2015, to approve
the franchise transfer request with a variety of conditions.  That recommendation with those conditions
is embodied in this resolution.  

POLICY OR PROGRAM CHANGE:         Yes     x    No

OPERATIONAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT:

COST OF TOTAL PROJECT: n/a

RELATED ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS: n/a

SOURCE OF FUNDS:

CITY:

NON CITY:
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