


LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for NOVEMBER 18, 2015 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Text No.15023  

PROPOSAL: Amend Chapter 2.05 of the City of Lincoln Design Standards for Stormwater
Drainage Design Standards

CONCLUSION: The proposed text change to Chapter 2.05 of the City of Lincoln Design
Standards will make the designs standards consistent with Title 28 and the
Drainage Criteria Manual. 

RECOMMENDATION:                 Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

HISTORY:
January 13, 2014 Resolution A-88056 to amend Chapter 8 of the Drainage Criteria

Manual for the purpose of providing requirements and criteria to
manage water quality was approved by the City Council. 

February 3, 2014 Ordinance 19990 to amend Title 28 by adding Chapter 28.03 to
manage stormwater runoff was approved by the City Council.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: 
The Watershed Management division of Public Works and Utilities and the Lower Platte South Natural Resource District
(NRD) partner to design management plans that address both the quantity and quality of surface water. (P.3.1)

Watershed planning will continue in order to be proactive and integrate stewardship principles for land conservation,
stream and wetland buffers, better site design, Best Management Practices (BMP), and erosion and sediment control.
(P.11.2)

Naturalized or bioengineered solutions to drainage issues should be used wherever possible. (P.11.2)

A comprehensive watershed management program needs to incorporate a range of strategies including land use
planning, conservation efforts, appropriate standards for floodplains and stormwater, and other structural flood control
efforts. (P.11.13)

Basin management plans are a more recent watershed planning initiative that is part of the ongoing effort to proactively
forecast, evaluate and manage stormwater quality impacts associated with existing and future development and
redevelopment of the City. These plans provide available information on the source of contaminants and how such
contaminants can be reduced through projects and programs. (P.11.13)

Utilize naturalized approaches or bioengineered solutions to draiange issues wherever possible. Seek opportunities for
Best Management Practices tant reduce flood damages, protect water quality and natural areas. (P.11.14)

Develop project approaches which view stormwater as an aset, by working with the natural topography and using
wetlands, floodplains, and natural drainage corridors as natural ways to manage flood flows and stormwater runoff.
(P.11.14)
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ANALYSIS:

1. This application is to amend Chapter 2.05 of the City of Lincoln Design Standards for
Stormwater Drainage. The amendment is necessary so that the Design Standards are
consistent with Title 28 and the Drainage Criteria Manual for stormwater management. 

2. The City of Lincoln is required to meet state regulations relating to stormwater quality as one
of the requirements of the City’s stormwater permit (NPDES-MS4, National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System-Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System permit). The related
Stormwater Ordinances and Drainage Criteria Manual have been previously approved and
go into effect February 1, 2016. 

3. Revisions to Chapter 2.05 include:
• Consistent use of the term City of Lincoln Drainage Criteria Manual instead of Manual

or Flood Design Criteria.
• Clarification: e.g. Information on drainage system evaluations, culvert replacements
• Correct use of Nebraska Department of Natural Resources.
• Replacement of Section 10 Stormwater Best Management Practices in Chapter 2.05

of the City of Lincoln Design Standards.

4. These proposed revisions to Chapter 2.05 of the City of Lincoln Design Standards will not
go into effect until February 1, 2016, same as the Stormwater Ordinances.

5. There was extensive public process prior to adoption in February 2014 and education
process with the development community over the last two years. 

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner

DATE: November 3, 2015

APPLICANT: Ben Higgins
Public Works and Utilities Department
555 S. 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-7589

CONTACT: Same as applicant
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TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15023

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: November 18, 2015

Members present: Beecham, Cornelius, Corr, Harris, Hove, Lust, Scheer, and Sunderman; Weber
absent. 

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE
NO. 15031, ANNEXATION NO. 15010 and related CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 15029 and SPECIAL
PERMIT NO. 06014A, ANNEXATION NO. 15012 and related CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 15032,
TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15022, AND TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 15023.  

There were no ex parte communications disclosed. 

Lust moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Harris and carried 7-0:  Beecham, 
Cornelius, Corr, Harris, Hove, Lust, and Sunderman, voting ‘yes’; Scheer declared a Conflict of
Interest; Weber absent.

Note: This is final action on Special Permit No. 06014A, unless appealed to the City Council by filing
a letter of appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days. 
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