
DIRECTORS’/ORGANIZATIONAL  MEETING
   MONDAY, JANUARY 11, 2016

 I.           MINUTES
1. Directors’ Organizational meeting minutes of December 14, 2015. 
2. Pre-Council, December 7, 2015, “South Haymarket Neighborhood Plan” minutes.

 II. ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA

 III. CITY CLERK 

 IV. MAYOR & DIRECTORS’ CORRESPONDENCE 

MAYOR
1.   NEWS RELEASE. City Independence Day Celebration Set for July 3, 2016

 2.   FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT.  From December, 22, 2015
 3.   NEWS RELEASE. Mayor selects Jones as Director of Aging Partners
 4.   NEWS RELEASE. David Cary to continue as Interim Director

5.   NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln City Library Story Time at Bennett Martin. 

 V. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE 

    FINANCE TREASURER
    1.   Treasurer Quarterly Invest Report as of November 30, 2015 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Approvals from December 22, 2015 through December 29, 2015. 

     2.   Joint Meeting Agenda of Historic Preservation Commission & Urban Design Committee,            
      January 5, 2016 

    3.   Administrative Approvals from December 29, 2015 through January 4, 2016. 
      4.   Memorandum on Annexation of Woodland at Yankee Hill
     5.   Notice of Final Action, Resolution No PC-01477 & Resolution No. PC-01479 from January 6,   

      2016. 

PLANNING COMMISSION
    1.  Action by Planning Commission, January 6, 2016. 
   

WEED CONTROL
1.   2015 Weed Program Review

 VII. BOARDS/COMMITTEES/COMMISSION REPORTS
1. Public Building Commission (PBC) - Camp, Raybould
2. Keno Review Committee - Gaylor Baird 
3. Problem Resolution Team (PRT) - Lamm 

    4. Joint Budget Committee (JBC)- Gaylor Baird, Lamm

 VIII.  MISCELLANEOUS

  IX.  COUNCIL MEMBERS

  X.  CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
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       1.   Letter from James Pennington concerning StarTran hours and routes.    
 
  XI.    MEETINGS/INVITATIONS

See invitation list.

 XII.     ADJOURNMENT                        
 
      F:\Admin\Private\Directors Meetings\2016\01.11.16\da 01.11.16.wpd



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 5, 2016

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  David Norris, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7547

CITY INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION SET FOR JULY 3

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that the City’s annual Uncle Sam Jam Independence Day

celebration and fireworks show will be held Sunday, July 3 at Oak Lake Park, 1st and Charleston

streets.  In case of inclement weather, the event will be moved to Monday, July 4.  

The City has been able to reduce personnel costs the past five years by holding the celebration on

a day other than July 4.  Mayor Beutler said the City also has received positive comments from

residents who enjoy having the nighttime fireworks show precede a day off work and those who

enjoy family gatherings on July 4.  

The 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 events were held July 3, and the 2011 event was held July 2.  In

2010, rain caused the event to be moved to July 5.  In 2009, the event was moved to July 3 to

accommodate the Larry the Cable Guy show in Memorial Stadium.

More information on the annual celebration will be available in June.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 6, 2016    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center,  402-441-7831 

                 

MAYOR SELECTS JONES TO LEAD AGING PARTNERS

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that he has selected Randall Jones, a former executive with the

American National Red Cross, as the new Director of Aging Partners.  The selection is subject to the

approval of the Lancaster County Board and City Council.  Jones would replace June Pederson, who

retired in December after serving as director for 13 years.  

“Randy will bring years of budget and management experience to Aging Partners,” Beutler said.  “He

will also bring an outside perspective on programs and operations.  At the same time, his work with the

Red Cross has included overseeing training and services that touch the lives of older Americans.  He

understands the issues they face and the kinds of programs they need.”

Jones is a native of Lincoln and has been with the American Red Cross for 34 years in a variety of

program and senior leadership positions.  He led the Cornhusker Region of the American Red Cross as

CEO for 17 years until he was recruited by the National American Red Cross in 2011 to serve as

Divisional Director of Service Delivery for 10 states in the western U.S.  He received the American

Red Cross “Tribute to Heroes Leadership Award” for outstanding vision, dedication and commitment

to excellence in 2011.  He has a bachelor’s degree in sociology from Nebraska Wesleyan University

and is a past president of the Human Services Federation.  He also has served the City as a member of

the KENO Advisory Fund Board.

“I’m very excited to return my career focus on Lincoln and surrounding counties,” Jones said.  “The

growth of our aging population provides us great opportunities to engage this wealth of experience.  I

believe the character of a community is defined by how it engages and cares for its aging citizens.  I’m

honored to be a part of Aging Partners and its continued mission to serve our communities.”

The County Board is scheduled to consider the appointment of Jones at its meeting Tuesday, January

12.  The appointment will then go to the City Council for a vote.

Aging Partners is administered by the City of Lincoln and serves eight counties:  Butler, Fillmore,

Lancaster, Polk, Saline, Saunders, Seward and York.  

More information on Aging Partners is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: aging).
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 6,  2016

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

                            

CARY TO CONTINUE TO LEAD PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that David Cary will continue to lead the Lincoln-

Lancaster County Planning Department as Interim Director indefinitely.   Cary has served in the

position since the death of Marvin Krout in November 2014.

“David has done a tremendous job as Interim Director since Marvin’s passing, and has proven to

have the qualities, capabilities and qualifications needed for this important position,” Beutler

said.  “I have the utmost confidence he will continue to provide the City and the County with the

level of planning leadership we expect for our community.”

Cary has worked for the Planning Department for over 12 years in increasingly more responsible

roles including manager of the Long Range Planning Division.  His 20 years of professional

planning experience includes work as a transportation planner with the City of Omaha and with

communities in the Chicago area.  He has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Notre Dame

and a master’s degree in regional planning from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst. 

"I am extremely excited and honored to receive this opportunity to lead the Planning

Department,” Cary said.  “This is an exciting time to live and work in Lincoln and Lancaster

County, and I look forward to playing a role in helping Lincoln reach its potential as a leading

21st century city.” 

Beutler said a call for applications in September resulted in a limited number of qualified

applicants.  At that point, he said he considered a costly and lengthy national search as well as

Cary’s qualifications, experience and job as Interim Director.  “We came to realize the best

candidate for the job was already doing it,” Beutler said.

The Planning Department has about 20 employees who review land development proposals and

prepare plans for land use, transportation, utilities and other community facilities to meet future

growth needs.  More information on the Planning Department is available at lincoln.ne.gov

(keyword: planning).
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LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES

136 S. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8500

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 7, 2016

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Vicki Wood, Lincoln City Libraries, 402-441-8565

FAMILY STORYTIME ADDED ON SUNDAYS

AT BENNETT MARTIN LIBRARY

Lincoln City Libraries (LCL) has added a family storytime component to its weekly Library Learning

Time program this year.   The free family storytime is from 1:30 to 2 p.m. each Sunday at Bennett

Martin Public Library, 136 S. 14th St., in the youth area on the first floor.  Each session will be

followed by a craft activity.  The family storytime is designed for preschool and early elementary-age

children and their families.

  

LCL provides over 30 interactive Library Learning Times weekly, with sessions designed specifically

for babies, toddlers, preschoolers and families.  The programs support literacy by building vocabulary,

developing language skills and nurturing a love of books and literature in a fun, engaging atmosphere. 

All Library Learning Times are free and open to the public, with no preregistration required.   

More information about LCL is available at lincolnlibraries.org.
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Memorandum 
Date: g December 29, 2015

To: g City Clerk

From: g Amy Hana Huffman, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Approvals

cc: g Mayor Chris Beutler
Planning Commission
Geri Rorabaugh, Planning Dept. 

This is a list of the administrative approvals by the Acting Planning Director from December
22, 2015 through December 29, 2015:

Administrative Amendment No. 15089 Pine Lake Heights South 12th Addition, approved
by the Acting Planning Director on December 23, 2015, requested by Nancy Loftis, to
extend the time for two years to install a sidewalk adjacent to Lot 2, generally located at S.
27th  Street and Jamie Lane.

Administrative Amendment No. 15127 to Northbank Preserve 2nd Addition Final Plat, 
approved by the Acting Planning Director on December 28, 2015, requested by REGA
Engineering, to accept the Affidavit of Surveyor to correct typographical errors on the Final
Plat, generally located at N. 56th  Street and Alvo Road.

C:\Users\ncsgkr\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\G7E4R6GI\AA
weekly approvals City.wpd

City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Ste. 213  •  Lincoln NE 68508 

(402) 441-7491





Memorandum 
Date: g January 5, 2016

To: g City Clerk

From: g Amy Hana Huffman, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Approvals

cc: g Mayor Chris Beutler
Planning Commission
Geri Rorabaugh, Planning Dept. 

This is a list of the administrative approvals by the Acting Planning Director from December
29, 2015 through January 4, 2016:

Administrative Amendment No. 15117 to Stone Bridge Creek 5th Addition, approved by
the Acting Planning Director on December 29, 2015, requested by Engineering Design
Consultants, to extend the time for two years to install a sidewalks, generally located at
Redstone Road and Humphrey Avenue.

Administrative Amendment No. 15129 to The Woodlands at Yankee Hill 19th Addition
Final Plat,  approved by the Acting Planning Director on December 30, 2015, requested by
REGA Engineering, to accept the Affidavit of Surveyor to correct the Lien Holder Instrument
Number on the Final Plat, generally located at S. 70th Street and Yankee Hill Road.

C:\Users\ncsgkr\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\G7E4R6GI\AA
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City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Ste. 213  •  Lincoln NE 68508 

(402) 441-7491



MEMORANDUM

TO: City Council

FROM: Stephen Henrichsen, Planning Department

SUBJECT: Annexation #15013 (15-152) the Woodlands at Yankee Hill 

DATE: January 6, 2016

CC: Rick Krueger, Krueger Development Company
Jocelyn Golden, City Attorney & Steve Hubka, Finance

The City Council is scheduled to vote on this annexation south of Yankee Hill Road, west of 84th

Street at the January 11, 2016 meeting. Annexation #15013 includes land proposed for
annexation and development by Krueger Development. It also includes annexation of the
Cheney Cemetery and two residential lots that become completely surrounded by the city limits
as a result of the annexation for Krueger. The City is requesting annexation of the cemetery and
surrounded acreage properties in order to avoid confusion in providing emergency services to
this area and so that all of Yankee Hill Road, from 70th to 84th Street, is inside the city limits. 

One item, the payment to the Rural Water District #1, was inadvertently left out of the staff
report, which is addressed in this memo. In October 2013, the City and Rural Water District #1
(RWD) approved a joint agreement that provided that any time the City annexed land in the
RWD boundaries, the district would be compensated prior to releasing the land to be served by
the City. Typically a developer pays the RWD fee prior to annexation by the City. 

In this case, Krueger Development previously paid the RWD for most of the property, but is
paying for some additional land to be developed by Krueger in the future. The City is paying for
the additional land the City requested be annexed. Krueger’s cost is $1,500.94, which includes
the $750 application fee. The City is paying $1,982.21 for the cemetery and one acreage lot.
The $1,982.21 will be paid from the City’s General Expense budget. 

The second acreage lot is currently a RWD customer. Even after annexation, they may remain
served with rural water for many years. The agreement requires a higher compensation for lost
RWD customers, but permits that amount to be reduced 10% for every year the property
remains a RWD customer after annexation. So the  potential cost to the City is $6,545.00, but it
won’t be paid until the property ceases to be served by the RWD. So the amount could be
reduced by 10%, 20% or even fully reduced to zero in the future.

f:\DevReview\AN\15000\AN15013 Woodlands RWD Memo to CC.wpd
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PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
NOTIFICATION

TO: Mayor Chris Beutler
Lincoln City Council

 
FROM : Geri Rorabaugh, Planning

DATE : January 6, 2016

RE: Notice of final action by Planning Commission: January 6, 2016

Please be advised that on January 6, 2016, the Lincoln City-Lancaster County Planning Commission
adopted the following resolutions:

Resolution No. PC-01477, approving SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1869C, to amend the Knights
Court Community Unit Plan to adjust the rear yard setback for the installation of a covered patio
on property within the Knights Court Community Unit Plan, located in the NW 1/4 of Section
33-10-7, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, generally located at South Street and Knights
Lane.

Resolution No. PC-01479, approving SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 15075,  to adjust the parking,
height and lot requirements, under LMC27-63.400--Special Permit for Historic Preservation, in
order to subdivide the property into two lots so that the two principal buildings are on separate
lots, on property legally described as Lot 12, Block 188, and East 5 feet of South 100 feet of Lot
11 and East 10 feet of North 42 feet of Lot 11, located in the SE 1/4 of Section 26-10-6, Lincoln,
Lancaster County, Nebraska, generally located at 1037-1039 and 1045 South 13th Street.

The Planning Commission action on these applications are final, unless appealed to the City Council by
filing a notice of appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days of the action by the Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission Resolution may be accessed on the internet at www.lincoln.ne.gov
(Keyword = PATS).  Use the “Search Selection” screen and search by application number 
(i.e. SP1869C, SP15075).  The Resolution and Planning Department staff report are in the “Related
Documents” under the application number.

F:\devreview\final action notices\cc\2016/010616



**ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION**

NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, January 6, 2016, at 1:00 p.m., in Hearing Room
112 on the first floor of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.,
Lincoln, Nebraska.  For more information, call the Planning
Department, (402) 441-7491.

The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will meet on
Wednesday, January 6, 2016 from 11:30 a.m. through 1:00 p.m. to discuss
the LRTP/Comprehensive Plan, in Studio Room 113 of the County-City
Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

**PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any
item with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”. Any aggrieved person may appeal
Final Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council or County
Board by filing a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk or County Clerk within
14 days following the action of the Planning Commission. 

The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board. 

AGENDA 

WEDNESDAY, January 6, 2016

[Commissioners Beecham absent; Late Arrivals - Harris 1:03 p.m., Lust 1:17 p.m]

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held December 16, 2015. **APPROVED: 6-
0; (Beecham, Harris and Lust absent)** 

1. CONSENT AGENDA 
(Public Hearing and Administrative Action): 

SPECIAL PERMITS:

1.1 Special Permit No. 1869C, to amend the Knights Court Community Unit
Page Plan to adjust the rear yard setback for the installation of a covered patio
01 on property within the Knights Court Community Unit Plan, generally

located at South Street and Knights Lane. **FINAL ACTION**
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Paul Barnes, 402-441-6372, pbarnes@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
for in the staff report dated December 22, 2015: 7-0 (Beecham, Lust
absent).  Resolution No. PC-14077.



1.2 Special Permit No. 15074, to place a temporary mobile home for
Page residential occupancy, for up to one year, during construction of new
13 single-family residence, on property generally located at 24311 South 68th

Street. ** FINAL ACTION**
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 402-441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
for in the staff report dated December 17, 2015: 7-0 (Beecham, Lust 
absent).  Resolution No. PC-014078.

2. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL: See Item 5.1 Below.

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA: None.

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE:

4.1 Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 15033, to review as to 
Page conformance with the 2040 Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive
21 Plan a proposed amendment to the "Antelope Valley Redevelopment Plan"

to add the "Antelope Square Redevelopment Project" which is to include
the redevelopment of a portion of 2 underutilized blocks into 24 attached,
single-family, mixed-income residential units on approximately 4.4 acres
generally located on the block bounded by 22nd Street, 23rd Street, Q
Street and R Street, along with two parcels at the northeast corner of 23rd
and Q Streets.
Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
Staff Planner: Paul Barnes, 402-441-6372, pbarnes@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission recommendation: Conforms to the
Comprehensive Plan: 8-0 (Beecham absent).  Public hearing before
the City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday, February 1, 2016,
3:00 p.m.

CHANGE OF ZONE AND RELATED SPECIAL PERMIT:

4.2a Change of Zone No. 15039, to designate the Betz-VanAndel houses as
Page Historic Landmarks, on property generally located at 1037-1039 and 1045
37 South 13th Street.

Staff recommendation: Approval of Landmark Designation
Staff Planner: Ed Zimmer, 402-441-6360, ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL OF LANDMARK
DESIGNATION; 8-0 (Beecham absent).  Public hearing before the City
Council tentatively scheduled for Monday, February 1, 2016, 3:00 p.m.



4.2b Special Permit No. 15075, to adjust the parking, height and lot
Page requirements, under LMC27-63.400--Special Permit for Historic
37 Preservation, in order to subdivide the property into two lots so that the 

two principal buildings are on separate lots, on property generally located 
at 1037-1039 and 1045 South 13th Street. **FINAL ACTION**
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Ed Zimmer, 402-441-6360, ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
for in the staff report dated December 23, 2015: 8-0 (Beecham absent). 
Resolution No. PC-01479.

SPECIAL PERMIT:

4.3 Combined Special Permit Use Permit No. 11H, to amend Special
Page Permit/Use Permit No. 11 to reflect the redevelopment of several areas of
69 the shopping center, including waivers to increase the building height for a

new commercial building and parking garage in the northeast area of the
shopping center, reduce the parking requirement, and allow horizontal
curves on a private roadway to be less than 150 feet, on property generally
located at the northeast corner of South 27th Street and Pine Lake Road.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Rachel Jones, 402-441-7603, rjones@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL;
8-0 (Beecham absent), as set forth in the staff report dated December
22, 2015.  Public hearing before the City Council tentatively scheduled
for Monday, February 1, 2016, 3:00 p.m.

5. STAFF FINDINGS AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION

5.1 Special Permit No. 15064, to allow Avalon Event Paradise, a private
Page property, to be used for special events such as weddings and family
59 reunions, including a request to waive the requirement that parking lots be

gravel, and waive the requirement that parking and other related business
areas not exceed 15,000 square feet, on property generally located at 
12788 West Roca Road.
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 402-441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission voted 7-0 (Beecham and Lust Absent) to place
this item on pending such time that the applicant is ready to move
forward.

AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO

* * * * * * * * * *

Adjournment: 2:18 p.m.



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

www.lancaster.ne.gov/weeds 

Early Detection 
Rapid Response 
(EDRR) continues to be 
the main focus of 
invasive weed control in 
Lancaster County.  The 
earlier the landowner can 
start an aggressive effort 
to control infestations, the 
better chance they have 
to eradicate the problem.  
Our mission is to stop the 
spread of new invasives 
before they get a strong 
foothold in Lancaster 
County, as well as 
aggressively manage the 
invasives that already 
exist. 
Cutleaf and common 
teasel were added as 

noxious weeds in 
Lancaster County 
because of the 
aggressive nature of the 
plant. It has the ability to 
spread rapidly and cause 
economic loss for 
property owners. Our 
inspectors have already 
documented 17 locations 
and aggressive treatment 
is underway.  Canada 
thistle, leafy spurge, 
phragmites, and 
knotweed all saw 
increases this year, while 
musk thistle, purple 
loosestrife, saltcedar and 
sericea lespedeza 
infestations decreased.  
 

No piece of land is safe 
from noxious weeds.  
They are found wherever 
��������	
�������stablish a 
root system.  In 2015, our 
inspectors documented 
1,503 sites infested with 
noxious weeds.  367 of 
those sites were located 
within Lincoln city limits.  
Due to their introduction 
as ornamentals saltcedar, 
purple loosestrife and 
knotweed are more 
commonly found in the 
city than rural areas in 
Lancaster County. 
Saltcedar has escaped its 
ornamental settings and 
is now found along the 
banks of some creeks. 

 
January 2016

I N S I D E  T H I S  R E P O R T :   

Lancaster County Weed Control � 
City of Lincoln Weed Abatement 

One of the goals of the 
Nebraska Weed Control 
Association (NWCA) is 
providing education to 
the public on noxious 
and invasive plants. One 
of the keys to eradicating 
any noxious weed 
infestation is the ability to 
correctly identify the 

plant. 
As farmers and ranchers 
turn more to technology 
based operations we 
realized the need to do 
more than just hand out 
brochures and send 
��������������	���society 
folks would rather pick up 
a smart phone or tablet 

and watch a video 
instead of reading a 
brochure. 
Check out the latest 
videos on leafy spurge, 
musk thistle and purple 
loosestrife on our web 
site. 

lancaster.ne.gov/weeds 

2015 Weed Program Review 1 

Weed ID Videos 1 

2015 City Enforcements 2 

Noxious Weeds Inside City 2 

Weed Abatement Program 2 

Map of 2015 Noxious Weeds 3 

Combined Weed Program 4 

Catch a Thief Green-Handed 4  

                                                          

 

�Our mission is to stop 
the spread of new 
invasives before they get a 
strong foothold in 
Lancaster County� 

2015 Weed Program Review  

y
City of Lincoln Weed Abatement

Camera, Beau Wolfe with 5-City TV 
and Brent Meyer, Lancaster County 
Weed Superintendent 

Nebraska Developing Weed ID Videos 

 



Any time a property owner 
does not comply with our 
legal notice to maintain 
���������������
������������
city height ordinance; our 
office hires a contractor to 
cut the property. Once the 
cutting is complete we file 
a �������	�
	�������	
������	����	����������� 
with the Register of 
Deeds. If the assessment 
is not paid, a lien is 
attached to the property 
and is treated the same as 
unpaid property taxes. 

  2015 City Enforcements above 5-Year Average 

Weed Abatement 
Enforcements 
� 2011 261 

� 2012 168 

� 2013 325 

� 2014 299 

� 2015 386 
Average 288 
 

The overall number of 
enforcements in 2015 
rose by 87, totaling 386; 
this is a 29% increase. 
The number of legal 
notices issued rose from 
1,485 in 2014 to 1,575 in 
2015. During the same 
period the number of 
properties inspected 
decreased from 3,607 to 
3,312. In addition to the 
legal notices, we also sent 
1,895 letters and made 50 
personal contacts to get 
properties controlled. 

Noxious weeds know no 
boundaries. They find 
themselves at home 
inside the city limits, along 
the creeks, in wetlands 
and waste areas just as 
well as in the rural areas. 
Saltcedar, purple 
loosestrife and knotweed 
were first introduced as 
ornamentals and planted 
in our landscapes, so they 
are found more in the city 
than in rural areas.  It`s 
important to control them 
in the city to prevent the 
spread into rural areas. 

  Noxious Weeds Inside Lincoln City Limits 
In 2015, 32.2% of our 
noxious weed inspections 
occurred inside the city 
limits. While these 
infestations are very small 
in the total number of 
acres infested, we 
continue to find noxious 
weeds all around the city, 
many along the creeks 
and in waste areas. 

Our city inspectors made 
1,030 inspections on 591 
sites and found 367 sites 
to be infested with noxious 
weeds. 

                         
Lincoln��������	��
�����
number of sites infested in 2015 
� Musk thistle 118 

� Phragmites 87 

� Leafy spurge 103 

� Purple loosestrife   12 

� Knotweed 20 

� Canada thistle 15 

� Teasel 11 

� Saltcedar 1
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weed Abatement 
inspections decreased 
from 8,310 in 2014 to 

 City of Lincoln Weed Abatement Program 
7,802 in 2015, a 6.1% 
decrease. These 
inspection numbers 
represent only the ���
height ordinance on 
overgrown properties; 
they do NOT include 
noxious weed inspections. 
The total number of 
properties on which these 
inspections occurred has 
also decreased from 
3,607 in 2014 to 3,312 in 

2015, an 8.2% decrease. 
Our office relies on the 
�������� to help let us know 
����������������
����
properties become a 
violation. With the ease of 
turning in complaints 
electronically on our web 
site, the Citizen Action 
Center and smart phones 
we received 1,863 
complaints on properties 
requiring an inspection. 

�The overall number of 
enforcements in 2015 rose by 
87, totaling 386; this is a 
29% increase� 

Lancaster County   City of Lincoln Weed Program Page 2 

Weed Abatement 
total inspections 

2011      4,788 
2012      5,354         
2013      7,099         
2014      8,310 
2015      7,802 

�With the ease of turning in 
complaints electronically on 
our web site, the Citizen 
Action Center and smart 
phones we received 1,863 
complaints� 

Ornamental purple loosestrife in Lincoln 
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Phragmites 
Saltcedar 
Leafy spurge 
Purple loosestrife 
Canada thistle 
Teasel 
Knotweed 
Sericea lespedeza 
Musk thistle 

2015 Noxious Weed Locations 
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Lancaster County Weed Control 
444 Cherrycreek Rd. Bldg B 
Lincoln, NE. 68528 

and riparian areas, 
invasive plants have 
become established 
and continue to be a 
threat.   
    These THIEVES are 
threatening your 
livelihood and they are 
not just weeds 
anymore. They 
continue to take land 
out of production. 
Additional economic 
and environmental 
harm done by these 
invasive plants include 
reduced flow in 
waterways, altered fire 
regimes, and 
abandoned natural 
areas that were once 
preserved for wildlife 
and recreation. 
   No doubt trying to 
eradicate noxious 
weeds is an expensive 
and time consuming 
�	�����������������
underestimate the 

    Deciding to Farm 
and/or Ranch is one of 
the most rewarding 
and challenging 
occupations you could 
possibly imagine. In 
most instances, your 
land is one of the 
largest investments 
you have and it is or 
will become one of 
your greatest assets, 
providing for you and 
������	����� livelihood 
for generations to 
come.  
    As a landowner, you 
are charged every day 
to manage, preserve 
and enhance this 
investment.  You have 
also committed 
yourself to become a 
business partner with 
every other owner in 
the community to 
protect and maintain 
property values.  
Across vast rangelands 

��������� ��	���
invaders degrade 
property, cause a 
degree of reduced 
value and have the 
ability to reach an 
economic threshold 
rendering property 
useless. 
    Stay educated and 
abreast of all the new 
invaders in your area, 
look for things that 
seem out of place. 
Rely on the local weed 
authority department to 
be an extra set of eyes 
keeping you informed 
of when there is an 
infestation problem. 
These new invaders 
are much more difficult 
to control and nearly 
impossible to 
eradicate. By being 
Pro-active we have a 
better chance of 
protecting our assets 
from environmental 
and economic disaster.  

  Catch the Thief Green-Handed!        By Pat Dugan  

Phone: 402.441.7817 
Fax: 402.441.8616 
E-mail:  
weeds@lancaster.ne.gov 

Good Neighbors �  
Control Invasive Weeds ! ! ! 

Almost every parcel outside of developed residential lots has or had one or more 
kinds of noxious weeds present. The key to noxious weed control is not allowing the 
plants to seed. This requires persistence and follow-up. Most of the public and 
private landowners understand this and are keeping their noxious weeds under 
control. It is the job of noxious weed control authority staff to assist landowners in 
the job of controlling noxious weeds. Many landowners are accomplishing control 
without any assistance or contact from the authority. The authority carries out a 
strong information and awareness program along with an extensive inspection 
program to encourage voluntary compliance of the Nebraska Noxious Weed Control 
Act.  

The authority has also provided the inspection and administration of the City of 
Lincoln's Weed Abatement program since entering into an Interlocal agreement with 
the City in 1996. The County Commissioners serve as the Lancaster County Noxious 
Weed Control Authority. Brent Meyer serves as the superintendent and supervises a 
seasonal staff of six weed inspectors with the assistance of Chief Inspector Pat Dugan 
and Account Clerk Jasmine Mau.  
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  Combined Weed Program 
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MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL DIRECTORS’/ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

MONDAY,  JANUARY 11,  2016 

Present:    Trent Fellers, Chair; Leirion Gaylor Baird, Vice Chair; Cyndi Lamm; Carl Eskridge; Jane
Raybould; Roy Christensen; and Jon Camp 

Others Present: Teresa Meier, City Clerk; Rick Hoppe, Chief of Staff; Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information
Center Manager; Randy Jones, Aging Partners candidate; Chad Blahak, Building and Safety Acting Director;
Scott Holmes, Environmental Public Health Division Manager

Chair Fellers opened the meeting and announced the location of the Open Meetings Act. 

I.         MINUTES
1.   Directors’ Organizational meeting minutes of December 14, 2015. 
2. Pre-Council, December 7, 2015, “South Haymarket Neighborhood Plan” minutes
With no corrections the above minutes were approved and placed on file in the City Council office.

 II. ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA

 III. CITY CLERK 
In review of the agenda Meier stated Items 1-3 will be introduced by Eskridge.  Items 4-8 and 15 will be
introduced by Gaylor Baird. Meier added she would call Liquor Resolutions, Items 19 and 20 together. 

 IV. MAYOR & DIRECTORS’ CORRESPONDENCE 

MAYOR
1.   NEWS RELEASE. City Independence Day Celebration Set for July 3, 2016

 2.   FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT.  From December, 22, 2015
 3.   NEWS RELEASE. Mayor selects Jones as Director of Aging Partners.
 4.   NEWS RELEASE. David Cary to continue as Interim Director

5.   NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln City Library Story Time at Bennett Martin. 

Aging Partners
Gonzolas introduced Randy Jones, the possible new appointee for Aging Partners. The appointment is on
today’s agenda as First Reading and will be voted on at the January 25th meeting. 

Jones introduced himself and gave a detailed account of his work history and his excitement for working
for Aging Partners.  

Building and Safety
Blahak stated Item #24 on the agenda is amending Chapter 20.06 of the Lincoln Municipal Code. Nothing
substantive but two sections were inadvertently left out of the adopted ordinance in 2015. The creation of
a Building Code Task Force and the Code Study Committee. 

The amendment does not affect the committee or their composition.  Also, currently researching to make
sure current members of committees do not have to be reappointed. 
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Environmental Public Health Division
A list of Regulated Air Sources for Council.  On Item 23 a minor change will be made to Chapter I of the
Lincoln Municipal Code, Air Pollution. In the past larger air quality regulated sources had announced
visits while the other ninety-one sources had unannounced visits. A letter was sent to all the sources
informing them of changes in inspections. Example provided to Council. 

Camp and Holmes clarified that reasonable time meant normal business hours. If sources are not emitting
at the time of unannounced inspection then they will schedule a time to come back when the source is
emitting.     

 V. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE 

FINANCE TREASURER
1.  Treasurer Quarterly Invest Report as of November 30, 2015 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Approvals from December 22, 2015 through December 29, 2015. 
2.   Joint Meeting Agenda of Historic Preservation Commission & Urban Design Committee,                   

January 5, 2016 
3.   Administrative Approvals from December 29, 2015 through January 4, 2016. 

  4.   Memorandum on Annexation of Woodland at Yankee Hill
 5.   Notice of Final Action, Resolution No PC-01477 & Resolution No. PC-01479 from January 6,      

      2016. 

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by Planning Commission, January 6, 2016. 
   
WEED CONTROL
1. 2015 Weed Program Review

 VII. BOARDS/COMMITTEES/COMMISSION REPORTS

1. Public Building Commission (PBC) - Camp, Raybould
Camp and Raybould both stated the PBC is concerned with the safety of employees in our buildings. 
Employees now have the opportunity to express their individual, and group, concerns. A couple of items
discussed included quick exits and possible police assessments.  

2. Keno Review Committee - Gaylor Baird 
Gaylor Baird stated they reviewed grants with their recommendations forwarded to the Joint Budget
Committee. Gaylor Baird pointed out that the United Way helps make the recommendations and also
brings insight to the process.    

3. Problem Resolution Team (PRT) - Lamm 
Lamm was unable to attend this PRT meeting. 
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4. Joint Budget Committee (JBC)- Gaylor Baird, Lamm
Gaylor Baird stated this was a productive meeting as they went over several objectives.  They approved
Keno and then had a review of the adult program. 

She pointed out the United Way fundraising campaign struggled this year but still will come close to their
goal.    

A representative of Stronger Safer Neighborhoods was expected but was unable to attend this meeting.   

 VIII. MISCELLANEOUS

City County Common Meeting 
Raybould brought up a possible agenda item intended for juveniles.  She also led discussion regarding the
Consolidation Task Force.  

  IX.  COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
Camp stated he received questions from constituents regarding street lights. Thomas Shafer will reply
shortly with an answer. 

CYNDI LAMM
Lamm announced that the Northeast High School band will participate in the New Year Day parade in
Lincoln.  

  X.  CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
     1.   Letter from James Pennington concerning StarTran hours and routes.    

 
  XI.    MEETINGS/INVITATIONS

See invitation list.

 XII. ADJOURNMENT                        
Chair Fellers adjourned the meeting at 2:39 p.m.
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