


LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for June 22, 2016 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone No. 16017

PROPOSAL: From R-2, R-4, R-5, R-6 (Residential), B-3 (Commercial), and I-1
(Industrial), to P (Public); from P to R-6

LOCATION: Vicinity of the University of Nebraska East Campus, generally from
27th to 46th Streets along Leighton Avenue, and including land at 33rd

and Holdrege Streets 

LAND AREA: Total 49.62 acres
R-2 to P 3.81 acres
R-4 to P 0.22 acres
R-5 to P 0.50 acres
R-6 to P 7.94 acres
I-1 to P 36.17 acres
P to R-6 0.08 acres

CONCLUSION: The purpose of this change of zone is to clean-up the zoning map
around UNL East Campus to reflect current ownership and use. This
change of zone is in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

RECOMMENDATION:        Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: See attached

EXISTING LAND USE: Land owned and utilized by various public entities (for zone
changes to P), a portion of privately-owned land used for multi-
family residential (for P to R-6)

ANALYSIS:

1. The request is a change of zone to Public for several properties owned and utilized
by the University of Nebraska in the area of East Campus. The City is including a
change of zone for several additional areas in the vicinity of East Campus. These
proposed changes are to clean-up the zoning map to reflect current ownership and
use.

2. Areas proposed by the University of Nebraska for a change of zone to Public
includes land the University has purchased over the past several years and is now
being utilized for campus use. 

3. Areas proposed by the City for a change of zone to Public include the Fleming
Fields Recreational Sports Park and adjacent City-owned land, the 33rd and
Holdrege fire station, the L.E.S. substation at N 28th and Merrill Streets, and small

2



portions of several lots owned by public entities along Deadman’s Run near N 33rd

Street and Huntington Avenue. Some city-owned lots in the I-1 district north of
Fleming Fields are not included in this change of zone due to unclear ownership and
use boundaries between the City and railroad.

4. The City is proposing a change of zone from Public to R-6 for a portion of privately-
owned land used for multi-family residential where the remaining premises is
currently R-6. The area was zoned as Public prior to 1979 and it appears the district
boundary was mistakenly drawn to include a small portion of private property.

5. These proposed zoning changes will not affect the use of the land. Areas owned and
utilized by public entities should be zoned as Public, and areas owned by private
entities should have appropriate non-Public zoning.

Prepared by:

Andrew Thierolf, Planner, 441-6371, athierolf@lincoln.ne.gov
June 7, 2016

APPLICANT: Board of Regents for the University of Nebraska
1901 Y Street
Lincoln, NE 68588

Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508

CONTACT: John Jensen
University of Nebraska
1901 Y Street
Lincoln, NE 68588

Andrew Thierolf, Planner
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508
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CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 16017

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: June 22, 2016

Members present: Beecham, Cornelius, Corr, Harris, Sunderman, Weber, Scheer, and
Hove present; (Lust absent).

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: COUNTY PRELIMINARY PLAT
NO. 16002; CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 16017, COUNTY SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 16026,
USE PERMIT NO. 145B, USE PERMIT 151A, and STREET AND ALLEY VACATION
NO. 16003.

There were no ex parte communications disclosed.  

Commissioner Scheer declared a conflict of interest on Street and Alley Vacation No.
16003 and exited the chambers for the hearing and vote on the Consent Agenda. 

Item 1.1, County Preliminary Plat No. 16002, was removed from the Consent Agenda
and had separate public hearing. 

Beecham moved approval of the remaining Consent Agenda, seconded by Corr and
carried 7-0: Beecham, Cornelius, Corr, Harris, Sunderman, Weber and Hove voting
‘yes’; Scheer abstaining; Lust absent.

Note: This is final action on  COUNTY SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 16026 and USE PERMIT
NO. 145B, unless appealed to the County Board or the City Council by filing a letter of
appeal with the County or City Clerk within 14 days. 
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