
DIRECTORS’  MEETING
   MONDAY, JULY 18, 2016

555 S. 10th Street, Bill Luxford Studio
2:00 p.m. 

 I.           MINUTES
1. Minutes of Directors’ Meeting of July 11, 2016.

 
 II. ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA

 III. CITY CLERK 

 IV. MAYOR’ CORRESPONDENCE 
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor to present April Award of Excellence to Kelly Davila.  
2. NEWS ADVISORY. The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department is sponsoring a full-scale

exercise on Ebola with State and local agencies, Tuesday, July 12, 9:00 a.m., at the Health
Department, 3140 N Street.  

3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and Community Leaders will discuss a proposed ordinance
on RecycleLincoln! Tuesday, July 12, 10:30 a.m., at 555 S. 10th Street. 

4. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler and Community Leaders support Recycling Ordinance. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. Final JAVA Meeting is Thursday. 
6. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will present preliminary results of the Taking Charge budget

survey and discuss projects in the proposed budget at a news conference Thursday, July 14, 10:00
a.m., at 555 S. 10th Street.    

7. NEWS RELEASE. Take Charge results support park improvements.
8. NEWS RELEASE. One Book-One Lincoln events begin July 19. 

 V. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE 

INFORMATION SERVICES
1. Steve Henderson, Chief Information Officer with additional information on the Information

Services budget presentation. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Officials Committee meeting agenda for July 15, 2016. 
2. Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Technical Committee meeting agenda for July 15, 2016. 

  
 VI. BOARDS/COMMITTEES/COMMISSION REPORTS

1. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee - Christensen 
2. PBC Chair and Mayor Meeting - Raybould 
3. Information Services Policy Committee (ISPC) - Raybould 

 VII. MISCELLANEOUS

 VIII. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
1. Virginia Miller writing in regards to the several garbage haulers in the neighborhood throughout

the week.  
2. Scott Hoffman on Lincoln’s taxes and budgets. 
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3. Richard Becker’s comments on the city budget. 
a) Councilman Camp replying to Richard Becker. 

  4. Dave Moss, InterLinc correspondence on the never ending taxes.   
5. Carolyn Adams stating the city’s proposed budget has too many increases. Enough is enough. 
6. Councilman Camp requesting Chad Blahak, Building and Safety Director, inform him, and citizens,

when the occupancy permit for the facility south of 70th and O Streets will be issued.  

 IX. CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE
1. Lincoln Electric System revised meeting agenda for Friday, July 15, 2016.
2. InterLinc correspondence from Charles Sadler commenting on the numerous taxes, stating his

discontent with the city money mismanagement. 
3. Everett Express News, Everett Neighborhood Association, July, 2016. 

  
 X.   MEETINGS/INVITATIONS

  See invitation list.

 XI. ADJOURNMENT                                                            
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 11, 2016 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831 
 

MAYOR TO PRESENT APRIL AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

 
Mayor Chris Beutler today will present the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for April to Kelly 
Davila from the Communications Division of the Police Department.  The award will be 
presented at 3 p.m. at the beginning of the City Council meeting at the County-City Building, 
555 S. 10th Street.  The monthly award recognizes City employees who consistently provide 
exemplary service and work that demonstrates person commitment to the City. 
 
Davila was nominated in the category of productivity by Communications Coordinator Julie 
Righter Dove for her work to develop the PulsePoint smart phone application.   Davila served as 
the lead for the City on the implementation of the app that is now being used by more than 8,700 
people in the Lincoln area.  PulsePoint connects those trained in CPR with those who suffer 
sudden cardiac arrest in public places within a quarter-mile of their location.  
 
Lincoln was the first City in the region to implement the app, which also displays the location of 
the nearest AED.  PulsePoint also provides a real-time display of all Lincoln Fire and Rescue 
dispatches and public safety radio communications.   Righter Dove said this provides the public 
with a virtual window into Fire and Emergency Medical Service activity in the community, 
offering a unique opportunity for civic engagement and transparency.   Righter Dove said Davila 
worked diligently over the course of several months to ensure the accuracy and development of 
the information to be provided to the public.  
 
The other categories in which employees can be nominated are safety, customer service, valor 
and loss prevention.  Consideration also may be given to nominations that demonstrate self-
initiated accomplishments or those completed outside of the nominee’s job description.  All City 
employees are eligible for the award except for elected and appointed officials.  Individuals or 
teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and the general public.  Nomination 
forms are available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: hr) or from department heads, employee bulletin 
boards or the Human Resources Department, which oversees the awards program.  All 
nominations are considered by the Mayor’s Award of Excellence Committee, which includes a 
representative with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor.  Award 
winners receive a $50 gift certificate, a day off with pay and a plaque.  All monthly winners and 
nominees are eligible to receive the annual award, which comes with a $250 gift certificate, two 
days off with pay and a plaque.  
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LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

3140 “N” Street, Lincoln, NE  68510, 402-441-8000 

 

DATE:  July 11, 2016     
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Randy  Fisher, Emergency Response Coor., 402-441-8067 

       Tim Timmons, Communicable Disease Coor., 402-441-8056 
 

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD) is sponsoring a full- 
scale exercise on Ebola involving State and local agencies beginning at 9 a.m. 

Tuesday, July 12.  Members of the media will not be allowed to ask questions 
during the exercise, but health providers and emergency personnel will be 
available for questions from 1 to 1:30 p.m. in the lower level of the LLCHD, 

3140 ‘N’ Street.   

 

The media will also be allowed to observe, record video and take photographs at 
three different locations: 

• The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, lower level 

• Bryan Medical Center West Campus Emergency Room 

• CHI Health St. Elizabeth Emergency Room  
 
For the best  coverage, the media are encouraged to arrive at the exercise locations 
by 9 a.m. 
 



 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10
th

 Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 

 

DATE:  July 11, 2016     
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831 
           Jon Carlson, Mayor’s Policy Aide, 402-441-7224 
           

Mayor Chris Beutler and community leaders will discuss a proposed ordinance to 
implement the RecycleLincoln! initiative at a news conference at 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 12 in room 303, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street.  The 
initiative seeks to increase Lincoln’s recycling rate. 

 
 



 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10
th

 Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  July 12, 2016     
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831                     

       Jon Carlson, Mayor’s Policy Aide, 402-441-7224  
 

MAYOR BEUTLER AND COMMUNITY LEADERS  

SUPPORT RECYCLING ORDINANCE 

 
Mayor Chris Beutler and community leaders today announced that an ordinance to add 
corrugated cardboard and other paper products to the list of materials that are diverted from the 
landfill will be introduced to the City Council Monday.  The proposed ordinance is part of the 
City’s RecycleLincoln! Initiative, which seeks to double Lincoln’s recycling rate by 2020. 
 
Attending a news conference today were City Council Chair Leirion Gaylor Baird;  Jim Klein, 
President of the Lincoln Solid Waste and Recycling Association;  and two of the Co-Chairs of 
RecycleLincoln! -- Paul Jarrett of Bulu Box and Chelsea Johnson of the League of Conservation 
Voters.   The other RecycleLincoln! Co-Chairs are Marc LeBaron of Lincoln Industries and City 
Council member Jane Raybould. 
 
The City and private partners worked together on a public engagement effort to allow residents 
to demonstrate their support for doubling the City’s recycling rate by 2020.  More than 1,000 
people signed the online petition at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: Recycle Lincoln).   
 
“Businesses, residents and organizations support our call for increased recycling in our 
community,”  Beutler said.  “We hear their voices and the many others across Lincoln who want 
us to do more recycling.  That’s why we will introduce the ordinance to the City Council to 
implement the RecycleLincoln! plan as City policy.   The ordinance change will be accompanied 
by an extensive public education campaign to build community support and compliance.” 
 
Implementation of the ordinance would be delayed until April 2017 to allow for a transition and 
education period.  At that time, corrugated cardboard would be treated similar to yard waste, tires 
and appliances, which are currently diverted from the Bluff Road Landfill.  Other recyclable 
materials such as newsprint and office paper would be diverted from the landfill in the future.  
The ordinance would also require all waste haulers to offer curbside recycling service to 
residents, apartments and businesses.  For those who choose to not purchase curbside service, the 
City will expand the free recycling drop-off sites to handle more of the targeted recyclables.  
 
Beutler said best management practices have greatly advanced since the current landfill opened 
in 1988. 
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RecycleLincoln! 

July 12, 2016 

Page Two 

 

“Thirty years ago, leaves and grass, tires, car batteries, appliances and construction demolition 
waste were all routinely dumped in the landfill,” he said.  “Today, those materials are diverted to 
better processing sites. Cardboard is simply the next step in that evolution.” 
 

Gaylor Baird said the change be a big step in improving Lincoln’s recycling rate.  “Lincoln is a 
national leader in so many ways, but recycling is one area where we must improve if we want to 
keep moving forward as a 21st-century city,” she said.  “The RecycleLincoln! plan supports a 
growing community that values fiscal responsibility and conservation of resources.” 

Klein said many private refuse haulers have already expanded their business models in 
anticipation of the changes.  “We appreciate being involved in crafting this new policy to ensure 
the strengths of private haulers are used to their best advantage,” said Klein.  “We have the 
personnel and the tools to pick up a wide-variety of materials and deliver them where they need 
to go efficiently and effectively for the community.”  

Beutler said diverting cardboard and other paper products from the landfill does have costs, 
including reduced revenue at the landfill, the expense of collecting and processing the materials 
and the cost of helping businesses invest in the new system.   The costs will add an estimated 85 
cents per ton to landfill fees.  Because the per capital waste disposal amount is about a ton of 
waste per year, the changes are expected to cost each resident about 85 cents a year.   
 
“It’s a small price to pay to become better stewards of our environment,” Beutler said.  “We  
cannot continue to ignore the environmental consequences of burying material that can be 
recycled.  If we want to truly leave a cleaner, greener Lincoln for following generations, we must 
do our part.” 
 
Jarrett demonstrated his support by dropping his 85 cents into a jar at the news conference.  
“This is a very good day for people in the startup and entrepreneurial community,” he said.  
“Recycling is not just a business enterprise that boosts the local economy, it’s a culture that helps 
Lincoln companies like ours recruit top talent.  Increasing recycling in Lincoln sends a message 
that our community is an innovative and interesting place to live and work.”   
 
“In Lincoln, 42 percent of the waste that goes to the landfill is readily recyclable,” Johnson said. 
“Diverting cardboard and other paper products is a great first step toward our goal.” 
 
A public hearing on the proposed ordinance is tentatively scheduled for the evening City Council 
meeting July 25.  More information about recycling is available at recycle.lincoln.ne.gov. 
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 

Engineering Services Division, 949 West Bond Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7711 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  July 12, 2016 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kris Humphrey, Engineering Services, 402-326-1176 

 

FINAL JAVA MEETING IS THURSDAY 

 
The final Joint Antelope Valley Authority (JAVA) meeting will begin at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, 
July 14 at the Jayne Snyder Trail Center, 21st and “P” streets.  Action will be taken at the 
meeting to terminate JAVA now that the Antelope Valley Project has been completed. 
 
JAVA was created in 2000 to coordinate efforts by the City of Lincoln, the Lower Platte South 
Natural Resource District (LPSNRD) and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to accomplish 
three goals:  flood control, traffic improvements and community revitalization.   The partners 
announced the substantial completion of the project in September 2012.  The project has earned 
several awards, including a 2012 “Crown Community” award from American City and County 
Magazine; the national Bentley Systems “Sustaining Our Environment” award in 2009; and 
American Council of Engineering Companies Merit Awards in 2008, 2011 and 2013.   
 
Kris Humphrey with the City Public Works and Utilities Department said the open channel 
created by the project has successfully contained major flood events in the last several years, 
preventing costly damage to hundreds homes and businesses.  The project removed about 50 
acres from the floodplain and eliminated the need for flood insurance for area residents and 
businesses.   
 
Traffic improvements include 12 new or replacement bridges, the elimination of railroad 
crossings, and 6.2 miles of new roadway.  Redevelopment in the project area includes the 
Assurity headquarters, Turbine Flats, University housing, and private housing and parking 
garages.  Redevelopment will continue with the Telegraph District and other projects.   The 
Antelope Valley Project also created or improved recreational facilities, including Union Plaza, 
new trails, the Jayne Snyder Trail Center, Fleming Fields, Trago Park and Lewis Ballfields. 
 
The Antelope Valley Project was completed under the projected budget of $246 million.  This 
has allowed $28.6 million in funds to be invested in other projects, including $10 million for 
street rehabilitation and repair, $16.6 million in funding for the future South Beltway and $2 
million for funding Green Light Lincoln initiatives.   
 
More information is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keywords: JAVA and Antelope Valley).  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10
th

 Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 

 

DATE:  July 13, 2016     
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831 
                    

Mayor Chris Beutler will present preliminary results of the Taking Charge budget 
survey and discuss the park maintenance and repair projects included in his 
proposed 2016-2018 budget at a news conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, July 14 in 
room 303, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street.   

 

 



 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10
th

 Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  July 14, 2016     
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831                     
                  Lisa PytlikZillig, Public Policy Center, 402-472-5678  

       Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation, 402-441-8265 
 

TAKING CHARGE RESULTS SUPPORT PARK IMPROVEMENTS 

 
Mayor Chris Beutler said today that preliminary results from the recent Taking Charge budget 
survey showed tremendous support for the Parks and Recreation Department with respondents 
giving top rankings to both neighborhood swimming pools and the repair and replacement 
budget for park facilities.  More than 2,300 surveys were completed, and about 58 people 
attended half-day Community Conversation. 
 
“It’s not hard to understand why the public supports our Parks and Recreation services,” Mayor 
Beutler said.  “They play an important role in public safety, with Community Learning Centers, 
recreation center programs, pools and sports providing our kids with positive ways to stay out of 
trouble.  Parks, trails, and sports fields provide opportunities for the type of active lifestyles that 
improve health.  They help maintain property values and provide the amenities that make 
Lincoln such a great place to live.  And our trails are an increasingly important means of 
recreation and transportation for many Lincoln citizens.” 
 
For the portion of the survey that focused on current spending priorities, respondents were given 
$500,000 to spend on eight current programs with a total cost of about $2 million.  The programs 
were chosen for the survey because they rank as lower priority compared to other City services.    

• Respondents rated and ranked neighborhood swimming pools, in-home services for 
seniors and neighborhood snow removal as the most important.   

• The Pioneers Park Nature Center was rated and ranked fourth, followed by library 
services, the health information and referral call center and non-injury traffic accident 
reporting.   Parking and abandoned vehicle enforcement finished eighth. 

About 55 percent of the respondents indicated that the City should either raise taxes or both cut 
programs and raise taxes. 
 
For the portion of the survey that focused on future needs, respondents were asked to rate and 
rank five priority projects.  Parks capital replacement and repair was rated and ranked as the 
most important of the five priorities.  South Beltway construction, StarTran service expansion 
and Bennett Martin Library replacement and branch library repair  finished second through 
fourth, while golf capital replacement and repair rated and ranked fifth. 
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Taking Charge/Parks 

July 14, 2016 

Page Two 

 
 
The Parks and Recreation 10-year facilities plan identifies a $1.7 million gap between projected 
funding and what needs to be spent on repair, replacement and maintenance.  The Mayor’s 
proposed budget cuts that gap nearly in half by adding $800,000 per year for these projects – an 
additional $400,000 from the General Fund and an additional $400,000 from increased Keno 
revenue.  
 
“Regular repair and replacement of capital assets are essential elements in the Parks and 
Recreation Department’s contributions to our quality of life,” Beutler said.  “You simply cannot 
provide the programming that keeps kids safe, supports good health, strengthens neighborhoods, 
and moves people without maintaining the playground equipment, rec centers, trails, parking lots 
and restrooms that supports these programs.” 
 
Beutler said it’s important to protect the public’s investment in Parks and Recreation assets, 
especially where repairs now can prevent more costly damage and repairs in the future.  The 
department’s assets include 321 structures with roofs, including 79 picnic shelters  and 37 
restrooms; 89 playgrounds; nine pools, including six that are more than 50 years old; 25 lighted 
ballfields and 66 backstops; seven recreation centers; 174 miles of trails; 560 park benches; 131 
bridges; 97 drinking fountains; and 1,000 light poles. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Lynn Johnson said the goal is to replace 22 playgrounds over the 
next six years.  Additional funding in the Mayor’s proposed budget will allow repair and 
maintenance projects across the City, including the following: 

• Repair of aging pumps, filtration systems and piping at pools 

• Installation of new roofs at Auld Pavilion, Hyde Observatory and the Bethany Park 
enclosed shelter 

• Renovation of three park restrooms 

• Lighting improvements in four parks 

• Replacement of trail sections that are cracked and separating 

• Pavement repair in parking lots and driveways 
  
The City has partnered with the University of Nebraska Public Policy Center (PPC) since 2008 
on the Taking Charge process, which has included surveys and public meetings.  The final 
Taking Charge budget survey report will be available at lincoln.ne.gov (taking charge). 
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LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES 

136 S. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-8500 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  July 14, 2016 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Katie Murtha, Lincoln City Libraries, 402-441-8592 
  

ONE BOOK-ONE LINCOLN EVENTS BEGIN JULY 19 
  
Lincoln City Libraries (LCL) invites the public to free One Book-One Lincoln events, including 
tours of an alternative senior living facility and community conversations.  The 2016 selection is 
“Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End” by Atul Gawande, a practicing surgeon.  
His book addresses how the medical profession can enhance the quality of life even to the end. 
 
Events begin Tuesday, July 19 with 15-minute tours of Elizabeth House, a Tabitha Green 
House®, where seniors live in a restriction-free environment. Tours are offered from 4 to 7 p.m. 
at 501 S. 47th Street.   Reservations are required by calling 402-441-8500. 
  
Medical and elder care professionals will host the following Community Conversations: 

• Sunday, July 24, 6 p.m., Gere Branch Library, 2400 S. 56th Street, hosted by Bob 
Bleicher, MD, MPH 

• Sunday, July 31, 2 p.m., Walt Branch Library, 6701 S. 14th Street, hosted by Kyle 
Haefele, MD 

• Wednesday, August 10, 7 p.m., Tabitha Elder Care Services, 4720 Randolph Street, The 
LifeQuest Room, panel discussion  

• Monday, August 15, 6 p.m., Eiseley Branch Library, 1530 Superior Street, hosted by 
George Hansen, MD 

• Tuesday, August 23, 6:30 p.m., Anderson Branch Library, 3635 Touzalin Avenue, 
hosted by Bob Rauner, MD, MPH 

• Sunday, August 28, 2 p.m., Bennett Martin Public Library, 136 S. 14th Street, hosted by 
Bob Bleicher, MD, MPH 

 
LCL has sponsored the One Book-One Lincoln program since 2002 to encourage reading and 
dialogue by creating a community-wide reading and discussion experience.   More information 
about LCL and the One Book-One Lincoln program is available at lincolnlibraries.org. 
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1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Steve Henderson
Sent: Monday, July 11, 2016 4:48 PM
To: Trenton J. Fellers; Jane Raybould; Leirion Gaylor Baird; Roy A. Christensen; Jon Camp; 

Carl B. Eskridge; Cyndi Lamm
Cc: Council Packet; Steve D. Hubka; Rick D. Hoppe
Subject: Additional information regarding the Information Services budget presentation

During discussion of the Information Services budget on Monday morning, June 11, a question arose about the increase 
in Other Services and Charges from the current fiscal year to FY2016-2017. With this email, I’m providing more details in 
answer to that question. 
 
Within the general budgeting category of Other Services and Charges, Information Services has amounts in more than 30 
individual object codes.  As could be expected in reviewing budget details from one fiscal year to the next, any one of 
these object code amounts could increase or decrease.  This memo doesn’t address every single object code, but offers 
a brief explanation of the most significant changes. 
 
-- An increase of $185,934 in 5621 (Misc. Contractual Services).  The primary factors here are the acquisition of updated 
GIS aerial imagery and new enterprise licensing for GIS software. 
 
-- An increase of $135,686 in 5829 (Telephone).  The primary factors in this amount are charges to maintain the 
necessary connections between our internal VOIP phone system and the more general outside world of phone 
service.  As discussed in the budget presentation, despite increases in this specific object code, the rates charged to city 
and county organizations for VOIP service are decreasing by slightly more than 30 percent.   
 
-- An increase of $455,687 in 5874 (Software Maintenance).  As discussed in the budget presentation, Information 
Services is now serving as the billing agent to properly apportion the maintenance charges for Accela (nearly $164,000) 
to the departments that use the software.  This amount is not new to the city, but rather represents a transfer to 
Information Services from the department that previously budgeted this amount.  Another significant component of this 
increase involves maintenance charges for our Microsoft email system (approximately $198,000).  Other smaller 
amounts make up the remainder of the overall increase. 
 
-- A decrease of $26,660 in 5926 (Rent of Software Services).  This decrease is primarily related to the Database 
Administration service, and deals with software that is no longer used in this capacity.  
 
--A decrease of $192,200 in 5989 (Misc. Other Services and Charges).  As discussed in the budget presentation, this 
decrease is due to the reduction in charges incurred for use of the state’s mainframe computing environment. 
 
 
Steven L. Henderson, Chief Information Officer 
City of Lincoln and Lancaster County 
233 South 10th Street, Suite 200 
Lincoln, NE 68508-2250 
402.441.7823  shenderson@lincoln.ne.gov  
 

 
 







1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Virginia Miller <vmiller2@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 10, 2016 10:17 PM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: garbage hauling 

Jon Camp: who should I contact or where should I start ……………. I live on a quiet street (or did) in Colonial Hills.  
Once upon a time our garbage service was just ONE HAULER who was assigned to the respective neighborhood. They picked 
up yard waste on one day a week and other garbage on another day of the week. Basically two trucks a week used the street 
in our location. 
It has came to pass new garbage haulers have intensely solicited the neighborhood we now have at least four different 
garbage haulers, roaring and racing up and down the street several days of the week. Often 5 or 6 a day. 
This is a very wasteful (excuse the pun)  way to collect garbage. It is an unnecessary annoyance, increased hazard on quiet 
residential streets, very large heavy trucks adding more wear and traffic to the streets.  
Is there anything that can be done about this? 
Thank you.  
Redirect this to a source that can address it if necessary. 
Virginia 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Scott <scojhoff@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 1:31 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: mayor's budget

Dear Jon, 
 
What a joke this has been with the taxes and budgets.  We pay 9% in eat out taxes and I’ve only been to that arena once 
for a graduation talk about cramped seating.  You forced us as a business owners to start playing with pennies because 
of that F$%king .025 percent in sales tax.  Some sewer tax because  of naïve and complacent voters.  You pay that idiot 
Casady a shitload oh excuse me a S$%tload of salary who said the .025 percent was going away and here it still is.  
 
Hey Jon you and the eye doctor have to grow some balls and shut this down.  Do you want me to come down and put 
this away, you know Tom and I are bitter enemies do you need some fireworks in the council debates. 
 
How this idiot is the highest paid employee on the city budget, were you sleeping Jon.  Lets just create a new job and 
give this guy a shitload oh excuse me a Sh$%load of tax payers money and hear what he has to say.  You talk about a 
bunch of gomers!!!!! 
 
Hey I paid over $500 to license my two wheel Harley on the streets you don’t think I’m a little pissed off and this is after 
two years of owning it what a joke 
 
Scott Hoffman 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
 
 

Right-click here to download 
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picture from the Internet.
Avast logo

 

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
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1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Becker <rbecker6@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 7:57 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: City Budget Comments

After reading the article in the Lincoln Journal Star regarding the property tax increase necessary to fund the city budget, 
I have a couple comments regarding the budget proposal. 

1.        The article makes reference to new taxes needed to keep up with city growth.  One could argue that as the city 
grows, so grows the revenue from property tax, sales tax and all of the additional taxes that we pay to live in 
Lincoln. 

2.        In addition, we are looking at a 5% increase in water and wastewater fees. 
3.        A year ago there was discussion on the new assessed valuations all of us received and the increased property 

taxes that would be derived from the new assessment.  We were told that the levy rates would stay the same 
and all of the new tax dollars were needed to fund existing or new programs. 

4.       This year we have a budget shortfall and new tax dollars are needed to fund existing and new programs. 
5.       The budget process seems very simple when the solution is to balance the budget by adding new tax dollars. 
6.       Budget work is never easy but it does seem to me that proposing a tax increase should come at the conclusion 

of the budget work cycle.  According to the article, the final budget is scheduled for approval on August 
10th.  One could assume that much work will be done on the budget and the proposed tax increase prior to 
August 10th. 

7.       Thank you for the work you do as our Council representative. 
Richard A. Becker 



1

Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Mayor's Proposed Budget

From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 8:56 AM 
To: rbecker6@neb.rr.com 
Subject: Mayor's Proposed Budget 
 
Richard: 
 
Yes, the proposed budget has property tax increases, money siphoned from Enterprise Funds, and other transfers.  My 
Council Colleagues and I will be listening to Department Directors again today and try to evaluate the priority of 
programs. 
 
Your statement about merely levying more taxes to meet the budget is well stated.  Fiscal discipline is necessary at this 
time. 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838; Cell:  402.560.1001 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 11, 2016 9:20 PM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  Jon Camp 
 
Name:     Dave Moss 
Address:  4924 So. 54th St 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68516 
 
Phone:    402-423-7959 
Fax:       
Email:    dsmoss2@twc.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I am sick & tired of all these taxes,it's never ending so no more taxes. How are people on a limited income suppose to 
make ends meet? No wonder people who live on SS leave this state. I have an 11 year old pickup that I licensed again 
today and the wheel tax alone was $111.00 it plain stupid. 
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2016 9:38 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  Jon Camp 
 
Name:     Carolyn Adams 
Address:  1414 Sunburst Ln 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68506 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:     
 
Comment or Question: 
I am unable to attend the public meeting regarding the city's new proposed budget but did want to express my 
thoughts.  To get right to the point, I am tired of all of the "small" increases that the Mayor is proposing.  When do you 
stop the spending and start tightening your belt?  Enough is enough.  I am getting annoyed at all of the additional taxes 
we are having to pay (even some that were supposed to be only temporary but have now morphed into permanent).  
Also, maybe the money spent on art that is enjoyed by few could have gone elsewhere to help with the increases.  I do 
not know the answers but I do know one thing, Lincoln is not the best place to live.  I could live outside of the city and 
enjoy all of the benefits without having to pay all of the taxes and increases that I do now.  We keep building additional 
housing for new potential city dwellers but they are not being taxed and oh yes, the new housing facilities don't pay 
enough taxes, and the newcomers license their vehicles in other counties and don't pay wheel tax.  As just a simple 
middle class individual, I feel like I am being hit from all sides...shopping at Southpoint, wheel tax, increases now in 
water/sewer, additional bond issue, increase in Black hills tax for the city.  When does it stop??  When do we get to say 
enough? 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: 70th & O Memory Facility Occupancy Permit

Importance: High

From: Jon Camp  
Sent: Wednesday, July 13, 2016 8:39 AM 
To: Chad E. Blahak 
Subject: 70th & O Memory Facility Occupancy Permit 
Importance: High 
 
Chad: 
 
Please let me know the progress on issuing the occupancy permit for this new facility just south of 70th & O Streets. 
 
I have been contacted by several citizens very concerns as they and their families are transitioning to this facility and 
care program.   
 
If, for some reason, the occupancy permit is not being issued very, very soon, can you and/or your staff offer suggestions 
on how the permit can be issued. 
 
Again, this affects a vulnerable segment of our community. . .both individuals and their families. 
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 



 
   

 
 

 

 
 

**REVISED** 
AGENDA 

LES ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 
Friday, July 15, 2016 

 9:30 a.m. 
LES Board Room 
1040 “O” Street 

 
9:30 A.M.   
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of the June 17, 2016 Regular Meeting of the LES Administrative Board  
 
3. Comments from Customers 
 
4. Introduction and Recognition of Staff 
  A. 40 Years – Rich Jurey, Supervisor Toolroom, Corporate Operations 
    
5.  Committee Reports 
  A. Budget & Rates Committee 
  B. Operations & Power Supply Committee 
  C. Finance & Audit Committee    
             
6. CEO Reports 
  A. Second Quarter 2016 Financial Review  
  B. Six-Month Claims Report 
  C. 2016 Second Quarter Indicators 
  D. *Approval of 76th & Rokeby Substation Exchange – LES Resolution 2016-7 
  E. *Approval of Interlocal Agreement for Improvements to Rokeby Road – LES Resolution 2016-8 
  F. Sustainable Energy Program Mid-Year Update 
  G. North American Electric Reliability Council (NERC) Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) 
   Version 5/6 Update 
  H. Quarterly Power Supply Update 
  I.   *Approval of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to IBEW Local 1536 Trades and Crafts 
   Contract – LES Resolution 2016-9 
  
7. Other Business 
  A. Monthly Financial and Power Supply Reports 
  B. Miscellaneous Information 
 
8. Adjournment   
 
*  Denotes Action Items   

 
 

Next Regular Administrative Board meeting Friday, August 19, 2016. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 3:46 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Charles Sadler 
Address:  3910 La Salle St. 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68516 
 
Phone:    402-419-0577 
Fax:       
Email:    crsadler04@yahoo.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Dear council members. I usually contact Jon Camp, but would like this to go to you all. I have contacted the mayors 
office, and expressed my discontent with the city money mismanagement. Raise sales tax to cover the 911 system 
upgrades, raise property tax to fund flood control, now mayor wants to raise property tax again to cover budget short 
fall. 
 This shows me a total lack of planning and money management. City should have a responsibility to look out for tax 
payers money. Mayor's solution to all problems, is more taxes.  
 I say cut out extra unnecessary expenditures (like the million dollar alley) don't spend every dollar that comes in and we 
won't have a problem.     Thank You CR Sadler   
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The F Street 
Neighborhood 
Church hosts a 
farmers market 
every Tuesday 

from 4 to 7 p.m. 
through the end of 

September.
to the neighborhood

Farmers market
brings freshness

Above: Emerald Acres provides farming opportunities for those with disabilities.  
Right: Beth Ivey, Kona Ice owner, serves flavored ice to neighborhood resident  
Kiara Hammond.

 F Street Neighborhood Church, 1302 F St., kicked off this 
year᾿s farmers market May 31. The market is each Tuesday 
from 4-7 p.m. through the end of September.
 On opening day, five vendors sold an array of farm prod-
ucts, including fruits, vegetables and meat. Beth Ivey, owner of 
Kona Ice, sold snow cones, while another vendor offered baby 
clothes. Church members sold brats, hot dogs and hamburgers. 
Live entertainment began at 5 p.m.
 To track sales, patrons purchased tokens at the main tent to 
use at stands hosted by vendors from throughout the Lincoln area.
 Sandy Roush of Emerald Acres enjoys the market᾿s com-
munity feel. Emerald Acres is a vocational worksite west of 
Lincoln for people with disabilities.
 “It᾿s more than just markets here,” she said. “It gives work 
opportunities for the people we support.”
 Although they have grown vegetables for decades, the event 

served as the first time Tammy and Lauren Weihe have been 
market vendors.
 Leon Page, owner of Page᾿s Countryside Store, listed ad-
vantages of buying from a farmers market. Not only does his 
store carry rare products like buffalo and elk, but the foods at 
the market are fresh and ready to eat, he said.
 F Street Neighborhood Church has hosted the market the 
past two years. The prior seven annual events were hosted by 
the previous church.
 Andrea Mailand, market manager, said the church hosts 
the market as part of its neighborhood outreach. It also hosts 
FoodNet on Thursdays and neighborhood block parties. The 
church celebrated its second anniversary June 5.
 The Farmers Market seeks neighborhood musicians to 
show off their talent. Contact Andrea Mailand at 402-805-2918 
or anewcreation247@gmail.com for more information.

mailto:anewcreation247%40gmail.com?subject=


Pfeifer offers intentional support for behavioral problems

p
a
g
e

 2

and preschool

11th and South 
streets

402-474-6275

Join us for Worship
Sunday church services are at

8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

We’re 
expanding!

Immanuel.indd   1 8/24/15   11:11 AM

 More than 300 people visited with 
various agencies June 5 at F Street 
Community Center in support of the 
new Operation Tipping Point for gang 
prevention.
 It was the first public appearance 
of Operation Tipping Point, with more 
events planned.
 Community center staff counted 21 
uniformed officers, four firefighters and 
17 nonprofit partner organizations. Most 
of the organizations had their own table 
with literature and activities for children, 
all directed at preventing gang activity and 
recruitment.
 Matthew Baker, Operation Tipping 
Point coordinator, said the event in-
formed the community of these agen-
cies and their availability to help youths 
avoid gangs. The community center pro-
vided excellent accommodations for the 
event. Employed through Lincoln Police 
Department, Baker is not an officer, but 

works closely with the police and other 
organizations.
 “It shows we᾿re collaborating,” he 
said. “If you come to one of our agencies, 
most likely we can get you more help 
than the agency can offer on its own.”
 Baker receives referrals of youths 
aged 11 to 18 who are identified as at 
risk to join gangs because of relatives or 
friends in gangs, or the area in which they 
live. Referrals come from parents, schools, 
agencies and other sources. He meets with 
the youths and their parents or guardians 
— typically biweekly — to determine the 
best way to address the situation. Usually, 
he puts the youth in contact with an agen-
cy at his disposal. Possible remedies range 
from finding a YMCA basketball team for 
constructive camaraderie to recommending 
professional drug counseling.
 “Anything I offer is 100 percent 
free,” he said.
 Baker often visits schools and gives 

presentations about gang prevention. 
This builds relationships with students 
and increases referrals.
 “We try to figure out what the youth 
like doing and then complement that with 
things the family needs,” he said.
 Agencies to which Baker refers youth 
include Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys 
and Girls Clubs, City Impact, Lancaster 
County Juvenile Probation Office, Lincoln 
Lighthouse, Salvation Army and YMCA. 
Many clients never knew these organiza-
tions could help them.
 His assignment as the operation᾿s 
only official employee was established in 
October.
 Baker can be reached for referrals at 
402-540-0126 or by email at lpd3485@
cjis.lincoln.ne.gov.

Operation Tipping Point provides collaboration to prevent gangs

 Johnathan Pfeifer has a specific min-
istry in mind as he interns at F Street 
Neighborhood Church. He offers inten-
tional peer support to those struggling 
with behavioral problems, especially 
mental illness or drug addiction. He ex-
pects to gain Department of Health and 
Human Services certification in July.
 Pfeifer said the best counselor for 
psychological or drug problems is one 
who recovered from the same issues. 
After a 35-year struggle, he turned his 

life around two years ago. With such ex-
perience, he can clearly see if a person 
is affected by drugs or mental illness. He 
hopes to use his experience to help others 
in the area.
 He regularly meets five clients, 
building mutual learning relationships 
with them. Once they have bonded, he 
can help them change their behaviors by 
being a firm, sympathetic resource.
 “Every time you take something 
away from your routine, it᾿s necessary to 

fill it with something else,” Pfeifer said.
 He recommends positive activities 
such as reading, meditation or reaching 
out to help others.

“As we build relationships, every-
body benefits,” Pfeifer said.
 In addition to drug and mental ill-
ness support, he can help discuss oth-
er issues. He volunteers as a sobriety 
coach with the Lincoln Veterans Affairs 
Hospital, having served three years in 
the Army.

 The city will host its annual Uncle Sam Jam Independence Day celebra-
tion at Oak Lake Park, Sunday, July 3. Activities begin at 1 p.m. 
 The event features free family activities, carnival games, the rock band 
Soul Dawg from 6:15 to 9:30 p.m. and, of course, fireworks at 10 p.m., syn-
chronized to the radio stations B107.3 FM, Froggy 98.1 FM, 105.3 Wow FM 
and KLIN 1400 AM.
 Free parking is available at Oak Lake Park and the surrounding area, 
and north of Pinnacle Bank Arena. StarTran will provide free service from 
5 to 11 p.m. between Oak Lake Park’s main entrance and the following: 
Haymarket Parking Garage, 9th and Q streets; Gold’s bus stop, 11th and 
O streets; and the county-city building complex, 9th and H and 9th and  
K streets. 
 Visit lincoln.ne.gov, keyword: uncle sam jam, for more information.

FOURTH OF JULY FUN

mailto:lpd3485%40cjis.lincoln.ne.gov?subject=
mailto:lpd3485%40cjis.lincoln.ne.gov?subject=
http://lincoln.ne.gov


Summer programs 
at New Visions

 New Visions Calvary United Methodist 
Church on 11th and Garfield streets is again of-
fering its summer Kids Are Great program. This 
year’s version features games, science labs, mu-
sic, crafts and mission projects.
 Children who will attend elementary school 
this fall are welcome. The program meets ev-
ery Tuesday through July 26, beginning with 
dinner at 6 p.m., and activities and snacks from  
6:30-8:20 p.m.
 All are welcome. For more information, 
call Bev at 402-423-6504 or the church office at 
402-474-5513.

Because Quality Matters
17th & Washington

Store:  402-477-1238
Pharmacy:  402-474-2102

Russ’s Market, 17th & Washington

Join the
conversation!
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 In 2009, Cesar Arza opened Pan Dulce Bakery, at 
801 S. 11th St. He previously worked eight years as 
general manager of an Omaha bakery. When he decided 
to start his own business, he came across the building in 
Everett. He immediately recognized it as a prime loca-
tion because of the bustling neighborhood and its many 
college student residents.

Pan Dulce reaches out to every culture. It sells a va-
riety of bread, pastry, cake, dessert and donuts, includ-
ing Central American and Mexican baked goods. Pan 
Dulce is not limited to selling goods only at the store, as 
it also caters for individuals and organizations, includ-
ing University of Nebraska-Lincoln events.
 “The bakery brings people of all nationalities together,” 
said Andy Arza, eight-year general manager and Cesar᾿s 
son. “They can all find something they are familiar with.”
 Andy does a little bit of everything, from su-
pervising to baking. He learned from Alfredo Alviz,  
Pan Dulce᾿s head baker, who began baking in 
Mexico at age 7. Andy said that it is rare trade and 
he enjoys its surprises. He also likes trying new 
techniques and baking new things. Everett᾿s small 

neighborhood feel is perfect for him.
 “I like how it feels more like a neighbor-
hood,” he said. “I enjoy the slower pace as op-
posed to Omaha. You actually see people walking 
down the sidewalks enjoying the neighborhood. I 
didn’t see that in Omaha.”
 The owner, his son and their bakers are native 
to Latin America and have oriented their shop to the 
Hispanic population of Lincoln.

Pan Dulce Owner Cesar Arza

Pan Dulce 
Bakery

caters to diverse customers
--



 For Enriqueta Martinez and 
Rogaciano Ascencio, farming is less an 
occupation than a tradition. Together, 
they rent land 12 miles south of Lincoln 
— the Rancho El Milagro — which they 
tend twice weekly.
 Martinez and Ascencio came 
from small towns in Guerrero, 
Mexico, and have known each other 
many years. Growing up in a farm-
ing background, Ascencio came to 
Lincoln 14 years ago. The two be-
gan renting the land near Roca seven 
years ago, even though they both live 
in Everett. For both, raising natural, 
fresh vegetables is a pleasant part-
time job.
 “I know what I like to eat and how 
I’ve grown my vegetables,” he said.  

“I like it fresh; I won’t go out and buy it 
at the store.”
 Besides the Rancho, Ascencio also 
works at Deeter Foundry, pouring mol-
ten metal into molds for manhole covers 
and other products. He considers farm-
ing a pleasant rest. Depending on the 
weather, the Rancho might bring in a 
few thousand dollars a year. To contact 
the Rancho, call 402-477-6739 or email 
ranchoelmilagro_rg@yahoo.com.
 The couple have sold their wares 
at the F Street Neighborhood Farmers 
Market for years. Martinez came  
May 31 with her daughter, Maritza 
Asboe, and grandson, Augustine, set-
ting up shop next to her daughter᾿s Little 
Asboe baby clothes.
 Asboe began making baby clothes 
when Augustine was born because she 
thinks baby clothes are overpriced at the 
stores. She began selling her handiwork 
early this year. Her mother suggested 
she expand her clientele by selling the 
clothes they make together.
 “We can make these and sell them 
for a reasonable price,” Asboe said.
 She has been married three years 
to Alex, who works part time at Capital 
City Christian Church.

Membership Application
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Everett Express, the Everett Neighborhood newsletter, is dedicated to informing residents about important community issues and about past and upcoming events. Local 
schools, businesses, and churches are often featured, as well. Advertisers make this newsletter possible, so please support them as you are able, for they are neighbors, 
too. To submit article ideas or place an ad, contact Dominic at 402-475-6397 or dominic.winter@newslink.com; all such contributions to this newsletter are appreciated. 

Yes, I want to support my neighborhood and stay informed about neighborhood activities. I am enclosing (circle one) 
$10 single/couple/family             $25 business 

for my one-year membership in Everett Neighborhood Association.

Becoming a member means you will not only be better informed about neighborhood issues and events, but you 
will also receive ongoing updates of happenings in Everett that are beyond the scope of a quarterly newsletter.

Matt Schaefer - President 
402-318-1881

Pat Anderson-Sifuentez - Vice President
402-617-1580

Paula Baker - Secretary
402-499-5788

Laurie Weber - Treasurer
402-474-2752

 
Greg Baker
402-499-6390
Nancy Connerley
402-890-4975
Lana Hatcher
402-890-7912
Sue Landholm
402-450-9850
Jeanette Nakada
402-476-5768

Sara Palu 
402-310-7878
Harmony Rea-Beard
1-402-615-2439
Michael Q. Thompson
402-802-7506
Vi Wolf
402-432-0710
Bill Wood
402-435-6260

 ENA Board meets at 7 p.m., the third Monday, 
eleven times a year, at F Street Community Center, 
So. 13th and F Streets. 
 If the third Monday of the month falls on 
a holiday, check the Everett Neighborhood 
Association Facebook page for meeting date, time 
and location. (F Street closed on holidays.)

ENA Board Members

Like us and follow us on Facebook at 
Everett Neighborhood Association.

Name: Address: Email: Phone:

Please send check to: Everett Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 94624 Lincoln, NE 68509

Augustine Asboe, Enriqueta Martinez and 
Maritza Asboe share a stall at the F Street 
Farmers Market.

Local family businesses enrich with fresh products

New Visions Community, 
United Methodist

St. James (admin.)
2400 S. 11th St.
402-474-5513

Southminster
2915 S. 16th St.
402-423-8587

Calvary
1610 S. 11th St.
402-476-7353

Lincoln, NE 68502

A Place for All People
Jamie Norwich McLennan and Bill Hunter, Pastors

Worship, growth groups, Bible groups and service opportunities

www.newvisionsumc.org     postmaster@newvisionsumc.org

Open minds, Open hearts, Open doors

mailto:ranchoelmilagro_rg%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:dominic.winter%40newslink.com?subject=


  
DIRECTORS’/ORGANIZATIONAL AGENDA

ADDENDUM 
   MONDAY, JULY 18, 2016

      I. CITY CLERK

II. MAYOR CORRESPONDENCE 
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for the week of July 16, 2016 through July 22, 2016.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler to present May Award of Excellence. 

III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/BUDGET
1. Memo from Steve Hubka, Finance Director, in response to budget information: 

a) 27th Pay Period Impact by Fund; 
b) Occupation Tax Plus Cable Franchise Fee, 1992-2015, Police and Fire Pension Fund Info; 
c) Property Tax Rate History 1990 On;
d) General Fund, Changes in Fund Balances,  (First 2 of 62 pages. The complete listing on file in the

City Council office); and 
e) JAC Information. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS/CABLE TV
1. The Telecommunications/Cable TV Advisory Board rescheduled to Thursday, August 25, 2016. 

      IV. MISCELLANEOUS    

   IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
1. Jim and Peg McFarland writing Councilman Camp regarding their claim for flooded basement. (Sent to

City Attorney’s office) 
2. Jeremy Luke writing Councilmen Camp and Christensen regarding the Mayor’s budget proposal. 

   V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. InterLinc correspondence from Larry Costello stating the Mayor should retract his proposal for another

tax increase. Taxes are much too high in this city.  
2. Letter of support for the Mayor’s recommended operating budget, Gary Bentrup, Mayor’s

Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee. 
3. Letter of support and concern for the expansion plans at the Lincoln Children’s Zoo, Gary Bentrup,

Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee. 
4. Russell Miller with observations, and suggestions, on the City budget.

     VI. ADJOURNMENT  

F:\Admin\Private\Addendums 2016\July 2016\Addendum 07.18.16.wpd



 

Date: July 15, 2016 
Contact:  Jon Taylor, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7547 
 

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule 

Week of July 16 through 22, 2016 

 (Schedule subject to change) 
           
 
Monday, July 18 

• Mayor’s Award of Excellence presentation – 3 p.m., City Council Chambers, first floor, 
County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street.  

 
Tuesday, July 19 

• KLIN – 8:10 a.m., 4343 “O” St. 
 
 



 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 18, 2016 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831 
 

MAYOR TO PRESENT MAY AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

 
Mayor Chris Beutler today will present the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for May to Jacquelyn 
Eden, an Aging Specialist in the Aging Partners Division of the Mayor’s Office.  The award will 
be presented at 3 p.m. at the beginning of the City Council meeting at the County-City Building, 
555 S. 10th Street.  The monthly award recognizes City employees who consistently provide 
exemplary service and work that demonstrates personal commitment to the City. 
 
Eden was nominated in the categories of customer relations and productivity by her supervisor, 
Barbara Straus, for her success with the Congregate Housing Service Program Grant.  The grant 
program is a project of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in partnership 
with the Lincoln Housing Authority (LHA). The grant provides services and support to allow 
residents of senior housing to “age in place.”  Eden has served as the Resident Services 
Counselor at Mahoney Manor, a 120-unit senior housing complex owned and operated by LHA. 
 
In 2015, Leadership Link awarded the program team the “Outstanding Teamwork Award” in 
honor of the 20th anniversary of the grant project.  Straus said Eden has been instrumental in the 
program’s success, helping elderly and disabled residents receive the services they need to 
remain safe and independent in their homes.  This includes working with them to apply for 
financial and other benefits. 
 
Straus said Eden sorts through many problems and concerns with a high degree of compassion 
and creativity.  She said Eden has “a friendly personality, positive attitude, calm presence, clarity 
of thought, creativity, commitment to her work and the continuing drive to grow and expand her 
skills and knowledge.”  Eden attends many workshops and has been certified as a Senior Health 
Insurance Information Program volunteer and as an Information and Referral Specialist for 
Aging by the Alliance of Information and Referral Systems.  During the recent open enrollment 
period for the Medicare Prescription Drug plan insurance, Eden reviewed residents’ plans to see 
if they could save money by changing plans. According to the Nebraska Senior Health Insurance 
Information Program, Eden saved the residents close to $198,000. 
 
The other categories in which employees can be nominated are safety, valor and loss prevention.  
Consideration also may be given to nominations that demonstrate self-initiated accomplishments 
or those completed outside of the nominee’s job description.   

 

-more- 

 



 

Award of Excellence 

July 18, 2016 

Page Two 

 

 

All City employees are eligible for the award except for elected and appointed officials.  
Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and the general 
public.  Nomination forms are available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: hr) or from department 
heads, employee bulletin boards or the Human Resources Department, which oversees the 
awards program.   
 
All nominations are considered by the Mayor’s Award of Excellence Committee, which includes 
a representative with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor.  Award 
winners receive a $50 gift certificate, a day off with pay and a plaque.  All monthly winners and 
nominees are eligible to receive the annual award, which comes with a $250 gift certificate, two 
days off with pay and a plaque.  

-30- 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Steve D. Hubka
Sent: Friday, July 15, 2016 2:50 PM
To: Jon Camp; Council Packet
Cc: Jane Raybould; Roy A. Christensen; Leirion Gaylor Baird; Carl B. Eskridge; Cyndi Lamm; 

Trenton J. Fellers; Rick D. Hoppe; Jan Bolin; Sherry Wolf; Molly L. Burton; Jon D. Carlson; 
Denise K. Pearce; Mary M. Meyer; Doug J. McDaniel; Paul D. Lutomski; Miki M. Esposito; 
Cynthia J. Roth

Subject: Response to request for information
Attachments: 27th Pay Period Impact by Fund.pdf; Occupation TaxPolice Fire Pension Info.pdf; 

Property Tax Rate History 1990 On.xlsx; General Fund 1990-2015 Budget to Actual.pdf; 
2016-07-12--JAC Information Request Response.docx

Jon, 
I am attaching several documents as part of the response to your request for information.  Wherever possible, 
we used information that was already available, especially the request for budget to actual expenditures for 
the General Fund for the last twenty five years.  The annual financial report has an extensive audited version 
of that in each annual report.  Some of the information had to be compiled by other employees as time 
allowed over the last several days.  Those have been scanned and attached for your review.  Public Works and 
Utilities is working on a response for the Street Funding section and the Water and Wastewater information 
and that will be coming your way separately.  If you have questions please call at the number below or at 402 
540-1100.  Steve     
 
Steve Hubka 
Interim Finance Director 
City of Lincoln 
555 South 10th, Lincoln, NE 68508 
shubka@lincoln.ne.gov 
(402) 441-7412 

 
 





















1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96
General 0.3237 0.3223 0.3410 0.3477 0.2718 0.2652
Library 0.0568 0.0556 0.0555 0.0606 0.0495 0.0504
Social Security 0.0187 0.0194 0.0200 0.0210 0.0185 0.0191
Police & Fire Pension 0.0153 0.0121 0.0071 0.0068 0.0056 0.0058
Unemployment Compensation 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
Property tax Refund 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0009 0.0001 0.0000
Bond Interest & Redemption 0.0573 0.0789 0.0852 0.0829 0.0607 0.0591

Total Tax Rate 0.4718 0.4883 0.5088 0.5199 0.4062 0.3996

% Of Total Tax Rate
General 68.61% 66.00% 67.02% 66.88% 66.91% 66.37%
Library 12.04% 11.39% 10.91% 11.66% 12.19% 12.61%
Social Security 3.96% 3.97% 3.93% 4.04% 4.55% 4.78%
Police & Fire Pension 3.24% 2.48% 1.40% 1.31% 1.38% 1.45%
Unemployment Compensation 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Property tax Refund 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.17% 0.02% 0.00%
Bond Interest & Redemption 12.14% 16.16% 16.75% 15.95% 14.94% 14.79%

 



General
Library
Social Security
Police & Fire Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Property tax Refund
Bond Interest & Redemption

Total Tax Rate

% Of Total Tax Rate
General
Library
Social Security
Police & Fire Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Property tax Refund
Bond Interest & Redemption

1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 2000-01 2001-02
0.25553 0.22316 0.20219 0.18282 0.18692 0.17798
0.04937 0.05161 0.04599 0.04614 0.04673 0.05219
0.01670 0.01796 0.01664 0.01632 0.01576 0.01527
0.00562 0.00667 0.01090 0.01057 0.01090 0.01261
0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000
0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000
0.05649 0.05869 0.04820 0.06802 0.06356 0.05647

0.38371 0.35809 0.32392 0.32387 0.32387 0.31452

66.59% 62.32% 62.42% 56.45% 57.71% 56.59%
12.87% 14.41% 14.20% 14.25% 14.43% 16.59%

4.35% 5.02% 5.14% 5.04% 4.87% 4.86%
1.46% 1.86% 3.37% 3.26% 3.37% 4.01%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

14.72% 16.39% 14.88% 21.00% 19.63% 17.95%



General
Library
Social Security
Police & Fire Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Property tax Refund
Bond Interest & Redemption

Total Tax Rate

% Of Total Tax Rate
General
Library
Social Security
Police & Fire Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Property tax Refund
Bond Interest & Redemption

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08
0.17570 0.16920 0.17059 0.19548 0.16867 0.17780
0.05345 0.04854 0.04896 0.04879 0.04274 0.04040
0.01616 0.01428 0.01492 0.01396 0.01354 0.01344
0.01492 0.01487 0.01823 0.02189 0.02079 0.02027
0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000
0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000
0.05429 0.04339 0.04228 0.02079 0.03763 0.03597

0.31452 0.29028 0.29498 0.30091 0.28337 0.28788

55.86% 58.29% 57.83% 64.96% 59.52% 61.76%
16.99% 16.72% 16.60% 16.21% 15.08% 14.03%

5.14% 4.92% 5.06% 4.64% 4.78% 4.67%
4.74% 5.12% 6.18% 7.27% 7.34% 7.04%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

17.26% 14.95% 14.33% 6.91% 13.28% 12.49%



General
Library
Social Security
Police & Fire Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Property tax Refund
Bond Interest & Redemption

Total Tax Rate

% Of Total Tax Rate
General
Library
Social Security
Police & Fire Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Property tax Refund
Bond Interest & Redemption

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
0.18062 0.17723 0.17386 0.18761 0.18543 0.18892
0.03959 0.03977 0.03981 0.04001 0.04229 0.04169
0.01293 0.00966 0.01410 0.01627 0.01565 0.01556
0.02010 0.02514 0.02612 0.03483 0.03824 0.03785
0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000
0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000 0.00000
0.03464 0.03608 0.03399 0.03708 0.03419 0.03178

0.28788 0.28788 0.28788 0.31580 0.31580 0.31580

62.74% 61.56% 60.39% 59.41% 58.72% 59.82%
13.75% 13.81% 13.83% 12.67% 13.39% 13.20%

4.49% 3.36% 4.90% 5.15% 4.96% 4.93%
6.98% 8.73% 9.07% 11.03% 12.11% 11.99%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

12.03% 12.53% 11.81% 11.74% 10.83% 10.06%



General
Library
Social Security
Police & Fire Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Property tax Refund
Bond Interest & Redemption

Total Tax Rate

% Of Total Tax Rate
General
Library
Social Security
Police & Fire Pension
Unemployment Compensation
Property tax Refund
Bond Interest & Redemption

2014-15 2015-16
0.18590 0.19567
0.04376 0.04209
0.01630 0.01439
0.03742 0.03518
0.00000 0.00030
0.00000 0.00000
0.03620 0.03195

0.31958 0.31958

58.17% 61.23%
13.69% 13.17%

5.10% 4.50%
11.71% 11.01%

0.00% 0.09%
0.00% 0.00%

11.33% 10.00%







TO:  Steve Hubka, Finance Director 
 
FROM:  Jon Camp, Lincoln City Council 
 
DATE:  July 12, 2016 
 
RE:  Budget information 
 
 
Steve, please provide the following. . .I believe you can update past years’ information I have requested 
during those budget hearings: 
 

I. 1990-2015: 
a. Sales Tax Collections 

i. Sales Tax rates during each time period 
The local options sales tax rate has been 1.5% the entire time until October of 
2015 when the voter approved additional .25% rate was approved for specific 
public safety purposes.  The additional .25% receipts are accounted for 
separately and are not part of the revenues for the tax funded budget for 2016 – 
2018. 

b. Property Tax Collections 
i. Mil levy rates during each time period 

Please see attached sheet of City of Lincoln tax rates going back to 1990. 
 

c. Tax Funded General Fund Amounts 
i. Budgeted 

ii. Actual for that Year 
Attached is a PDF of General Fund Budget vs. Actual statements from our annual 
audited financial statements. We’re required to report along with the General 
Fund, the Cash Reserve Fund, Community Improvement Financing and the 
Donations Fund.  These other funds are not really material to the budget to 
actual comparison and we wanted to use information that had already been 
prepared and in this case, audited. 

d. Occupation Tax Collections 
Please see attached schedule going back to FY 1992-1993.  Our current accounting 
system was implemented in 1996 – 1997 and going back to 1990 would require getting 
old budget books out of storage from the K St. facility.  

e. Water/Wastewater History This section of information to be coming from Public Works 
and Utilities 

i. Total collections each year 
1. Rate increases, if any, during that year 

a. Water 
b. Waste Water 

II. LES Dividend collections each year 
10-11 $0 
11-12 $6,265,463 
12-13 $6,666,168 
13-14 $6,788,424 



14-15 $7,029,648 
15-16 $7,170,241 
16-17 $7,313,700 Budgeted 
17-18 $7,459,919 Budgeted 
 
 

III. Budget figures with and without 27th paycheck for 2016-2017 
Please see attached spreadsheets that were used to calculate the estimated cost of the 27th pay 
period by fund.  This was done last fall and reflects the payroll at that time with an assumed 
increase of 3% for 16-17.  What is does not and cannot estimate is the impact of any changes in 
personnel (people in new positions, new positions added in the budget, retirements, terminations 
etc.)   As you can see, it’s a complicated calculation to even make a close estimate.  Also keep in 
mind that the tax subsidized funds on the spreadsheet also impact the General Fund.   It’s far too 
much work to provide 2016-2017 budget figures restated for only 26 pay periods, especially 
when a 26 pay period year is not a possibility.  It would be like preparing an alternative budget 
that is not based in reality.  
 

IV. Street Funds –This section of information to be coming from Public Works and Utilities   
 

a. Sources—list 
i. Wheel tax 

ii. Motor vehicle tax  
iii. Federal funds 
iv. State of NE funds (gas tax, etc.) 
v. Other 

b. Amounts from each source for the last 10 years 
 
V. Police and Firefighters Pension Plan/Trust (PFFPT) 

a. 1990-2015 Contribution History 
i. City 

ii. Employees 
b. 1990-2015 Wage history for Police and Firefighters in PFFPT 

Attached is a spreadsheet with a lot of pension data.  Paul Lutomski is on vacation this 
week so the information I had available was the valuation payroll and the percentage of 
the employee contribution.  I calculated the right hand column from the previous two 
figures and I’m not positive it matches the actual dollars employees contributed during 
those fiscal years.  I’ll check with Paul when he gets back but this is what I can get you 
for now.   



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: Telecomm/Cable Board meeting August 25

The Telecommunications/Cable TV Advisory Board meeting has been rescheduled from July 28 to Thursday, August 
25.  We will meet at 4 p.m. in room 303 at City Hall.  Thank you to everyone who responded on this date change.  The 
website will be updated to reflect this change. 
 
Diane 
 
Diane Gonzolas 
Manager, Citizen Information Center 
Office of the Mayor 
555 S. 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
402-441-7831 
cell 402-525-1520 
dgonzolas@lincoln.ne.gov 
 





1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Jeremy Luke <bandjluke@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 17, 2016 10:59 AM
To: Roy A. Christensen; Jon Camp
Subject: Mayor's budget proposal

Mr's Camp and Christensen, 
 
I am writing as a concerned citizen about Mayor Beutler's recent budget proposal.  My family is currently vacationing in 
California and I can't help but think that the Mayor is trying to give us California-like taxes/fees in order to pay for all his 
pet projects. I understand that there is a greater need for funding for public safety and road construction but these 
increases should be balanced by cuts - not on the backs of Lincoln taxpayers.  The mayor praises the record-setting pace 
of road construction but fails to mention that he ignores the topic unless it's an election year.  Public safety is the same. 
He only invokes its importance when he wants to raise taxes, never during conversations about what should be a 
genuine priority. I'm sure the residents of Lincoln want their pools and libraries and parks untouched by cuts but that is 
only because the mayor tells us we can have it all for just a "small" increase in fees/taxes.  
 
I believe the City Council is supposed to be non-partisan but my invitation to you both is to be extremely partisan and 
oppose the mayor's plan for budget expansion. I have no solutions or proposals of my own to offer, but I know that the 
mayor's plans will only lead to an expansion of our local government. We all know that once government grows it is 
nearly impossible to roll it back and the problem with government growth is that it is always at the expense of its 
citizens.  
 
Thank you, 
Jeremy Luke 
SE District 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 14, 2016 9:12 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Larry Costello 
Address:  5451 NW 4th St 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68521 
 
Phone:    402 405-8574 
Fax:       
Email:    Lecertmar@yahoo.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
City Council Members of Lincoln, NE  
 
 
Please have the mayor retract his proposal for another tax increase.  
 
The mayor land city council must start controlling expenses better and cut costs rather than putting the burden on 
Lincoln residents. You must show more accountability in spending matters in this city.  
 
Taxes are much to high in this city and a basis for people like me to seriously consider moving from Lincoln  
 
Larry Costello 
5451 NW 4th St.  
Lincoln 68521 
402/405-8574 
 
 



Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee 
2740 “A” Street 

Lincoln, NE 68502 
July 14, 2016 
 
Mayor Chris Beutler 
City/County Building 
555 So. 10th Suite 301 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
 
Dear Mayor Beutler: 
 

The Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee (PBAC) has recently reviewed the 2016-
2018 Mayor Recommended Operating Budget, specifically in regards to budget items that affect 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities. PBAC fully supports the recommended budget for these services and the 
proposed City’s property tax levy increase of 1.17 cents to help fund these vital community services. 
Specifically, PBAC supports the budget for the Pedestrian and Bicycle Capital Program, Sidewalk 
Maintenance and Repair, and Commuter/Recreation Trails. 

 
 Investment in pedestrian and bicycle facilities is critical for providing a safe environment for 
residents and plays an important role in attracting and supporting community growth and prosperity.  
Lincoln has been on many national lists as one of the best cities for employment and businesses. A factor 
contributing to these rankings is the implementation and maintenance of quality pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities. Previous public support has resulted in facilities that have garnered national attention. In 2014, 
the City of Lincoln was honored with a Great Places award from the American Planning Association for 
our trails system.  In 2015, the N Street Protected Bikeway was recognized as the 4th best protected bike 
lane in the U.S. for that year.  We need to maintain our leadership in this area as a means to ensure 
Lincoln’s continued success.   
 
 In addition to protecting residents and attracting growth, investment in bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities pays dividends in other ways as well. In a 2005 study1, “A Cost-Benefit Analysis of Physical 
Activity Using Bike/Pedestrian Trails”, using Lincoln statistics, researchers concluded that “every $1 
investment in trails led to $2.94 in direct medical benefit.” Other benefits include increased property 
values, reduced air pollution, and more jobs created than road-only construction projects. 
 
 The recently released Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Technical Memorandum2 reports 
that when residents were asked how they wanted to spend transportation funds, the respondents replied 
they wanted to spend 16% of the funds on constructing trails and bike facilities and rehabilitating 
sidewalks. The proposed budget only allocates 3.5% of the transportation budget to fund these services.  
 
 While not achieving the level described in the LRTP, the Mayor’s proposed budget is moving in 
the right direction. We hope the City Council recognizes the value of pedestrian and bicycle facilities and 
can support the Mayor’s budget for these community resources.   
    
 
 
 



   
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gary Bentrup  
Chairperson of the Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee 
 
CC: City Council Members 
 
1Wang, G. 2005. A Cost-Benefit Analysis of Physical Activity Using Bike/Pedestrian Trails. Health 
Promotion Practice 6:174-179. 
 
2Preliminary Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Technical Memorandum 
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/mpo/off/reports/2016/julyitem2.pdf 
 
 

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/mpo/off/reports/2016/julyitem2.pdf


Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee 
2740 “A” Street 

Lincoln, NE 68502 
July 13, 2016 
 
Mayor Chris Beutler 
City/County Building 
555 So. 10th Suite 301 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
 
Dear Mayor Beutler: 
 

The Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee (PBAC) has only recently been informed of plans of 
the Lincoln Children's Zoo Board of Directors to expand zoo facilities.  

 
While PBAC is generally supportive of the overall expansion project, we are very concerned about the 

safety issues related to this project, specifically the construction of two new parking lots south of “A” Street. The 
current plan calls for these parking lots to be built on either side of Rock Island Trail and connecting them via a two-
lane road across this heavily-used trail, which will pose serious safety issues to trail users (both recreational and 
commuters) and zoo patrons. 

 
First, the current proposal creates potential for accidents to occur between zoo visitors, particularly young 

children coming into contact with fast moving commuters and other users on the Rock Island Trail. Secondly, there 
is potential conflict between trail users and vehicles crossing the trail.  

 
The Rock Island Trail is the most heavily used trail in Lincoln with over 500 pedestrians and cyclists using 

the trail daily in the vicinity of the Zoo. During the week, the usage climbs to over 800 users demonstrating this trail 
is not only used for recreation but is a critical transportation corridor for commuters.  This usage will only continue 
to rise over time.  Likewise, the Zoo attendance will also increase over time, particularly with the expansion and 
plans to open the Zoo year-round.  The potential for serious accidents between trail user and zoo visitors will only 
surge over time with this alternative and could expose the City to costly legal action.   

 
We are hopeful that an innovative solution will be developed that will be safe and sustainable, and also 

encourage pedestrian and bicycle traffic to reduce the number of motor vehicles coming to the zoo. Lincoln has one 
of the top trails system in the nation, and it makes sense to build on this investment as we expand visitor 
opportunities in and around Lincoln.  We also believe there is a great opportunity for the Zoo to demonstrate smart 
growth planning principles which is one of the best ways to support wildlife conservation. Stacked parking, shuttles 
utilizing other existing public parking lots are some of the ways that Lincoln can demonstrate this leadership.  
 
 While brought late into the discussions, we appreciate the zoo design team’s willingness to communicate, 
attend meetings, and take our concerns into consideration. We look forward to working with the City and the zoo 
design team to develop a safe alternative that protects and meets the overall needs of our community, now and in the 
future.   
 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gary Bentrup  
Chairperson of the Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee 
 
CC: City Council Members 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: FW: budget item from russell miller

From: Russell Miller [mailto:neb31340@twc.com]  
Sent: Sunday, July 17, 2016 7:14 PM 
Subject: budget item from russell miller 
 
From : Russell Miller                                                              17 July 2016 
            341 S. 52 
            Lincoln, NE 68510 
            402-499-2611 
 
To : Lincoln City Council              Copy :  Lincoln Mayor 
 
Hello, 
 
After reviewing Mayor’s proposed budget and listening to two budget presentations,  it appears that the root of the problem is the 
dramatic decline in revenue from the occupation tax of telecommunications and cable franchise fees.   
 
I will make the followings suggestions : 
 
1.Have snow removal  paid by the Wheel Tax like it was before October,  2011.   At that time snow removal  received 9.26% of the 
wheel tax money.  The snow removal money should come from the Vehicle Tax Residual Fund  and NOT from the Residential 
Rehabilitation Fund.   
 
2. Increase revenues by adjusting Impact Fees to reflect 2016 building costs.  Impact Fees are based on 2001 - 2002 construction 
costs and do not remotely reflect building costs today.  Impact Fees do have a rate adjustment clause built into the Code,  but it is 
based on CPI (consumer price index).  It should be based on the PPI (producer price index) which would reflect the costs of 
construction materials.  
 
 The problem with the PPI  is that there is an individual PPI for each and every construction material which means every project (like a 
new street) could have 5-10 different PPIs. The Mayor’s Impact Fee Task Force Committee Phase I Report of January 2009 tried to 
address this issue with their comments on pages 8, 12, 20  and page 23 (attachment D).  In January 2009,  the street construction 
costs had increased 55% (compared to 2003) and the CPI only increased 18%.  Lincoln Journal Star article of 17 July 2016 titled 
“Officials narrow alternatives for busy intersections to two,”  speaking about the potential costs of the 33rd & Cornhusker overpass 
states “The estimated cost would be nearly $54 million in today’s dollars, or $73 million by 2023” providing an idea of construction costs 
inflation. 
 
I have no idea what an appropriate Impact Fee adjustment should be,  but in 2009 Impact Fees were only providing 33% of actual costs 
of providing water and sewer and 73% for streets for new developments.  I am very confident the last 7 years have seen that 
percentage go even lower. 
 
In year 2015 there were 1,986 new housing starts and it appears that 2016 will be about the same. If Impact Fees were increased 
$3,000 ($1,000 for streets, $1,000 for water, & $1,000 for wastewater),  that would provide approximately $5,700,000 in new 
money for the CIP budget.  That influx of new money would reduce the pressure on the Council of having to raise wheel tax and water 
and wastewater rates. 
 
In past discussions home builders liked to state that Impact Fees hinder new home sales.  Apparently the typical new home is now 
costing $200,000-250,000 which would mean Impact Fees increase is about 1.5% of the home cost.  If that $3,000 cost kills the 
sale,  the buyer should not be incurring that amount of debt anyway. 
 
Another bogus argument has been that the established homes did not pay Impact Fees so the new homes should not either.  Prior to 
the establishment of Impact Fees in 2003, developers and City officials negotiated a ‘deal’ in which the developer paid the City for 
certain expenses (especially for streets) on a case-by-case basis.  The developers had the perception that some developers were 
negotiating better deals than others (Duncan Impact Fee Study page 3). 
 
So not only were the established homes paying a a type of Impact Fee, but they were also paying a property tax rate before 1993 of 
over 0.51 compared to today’s 0.32.   In 1994 there was a political decision for Lincoln to use this incremental income increase from 
growth to reduce the property tax levy instead of reinvesting it in future growth .  (Mayor’s Impact Fee Task Force Committee Phase I 
Report page 4 attachment B)  This decision is the driving force behind wheel tax increases and Impact Fees. 
Thank you, 
Russell Miller 
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