
IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’  MEETING
   MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2016

 I.           MINUTES
1. Minutes of Directors’ Meeting of August 22, 2016. 

 
 II. ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA

 III. CITY CLERK 

 IV. MAYOR’ CORRESPONDENCE 
1. NEWS RELEASE. Tierra Skatepark to close for renovation. 
2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference today to announce his decision

on whether to approve or veto the City’s 2016-18 biennial budget approved by the City Council
yesterday at 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 23rd, 555 S. 10th Street, Room 303. 

3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor’s prepared statement on budget veto. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Subjects selected for “Girl Noticed” mural project. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. Block of 66th Street to close Monday.
6. NEWS RELEASE. LFR pending grant award.

 V. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE  

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Waiver to Design Standards No. 16005 approved by the Planning Director on August 18, 2016. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS/CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY BOARD
1. City of Lincoln, Nebraska Telecommunications/Cable Television Advisory Board meeting

agenda for Thursday, August 25, 2016, 4:00 p.m.  
  

 VI. BOARDS/COMMITTEES/COMMISSION REPORTS
1. District Energy Corporation (DEC) - Camp
2. Downtown Lincoln Association (DLA) (08.23.16) - Eskridge, Gaylor Baird
3. Telecommunications Cable Advisory Board (08.25.16) - Fellers
4. Problem Resolution Team (PRT) (08.25.16) - Lamm  

 VII. MISCELLANEOUS

 VIII. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
1. Adam Hiller thanking Councilman Camp for his work with the proposed budget. 

a) Councilman Camp’s reply to Adam Hiller. 
2. Councilman Camp replying to Craig Ditzler on the City budget and staffing. 
3. Richard Becker thanking Councilman Camp on his commitment to develop a responsible budget

and disappointed in the Mayor’s position. 
a) Councilman Camp’s thanks for appreciating the City Council’s adopted budget is responsible. 

4. Wes Oestreich commenting on the Lincoln City budget and thanking Councilman Camp for all
his effort and representation. 
a) Councilman Camp responding to Mr. Oestreich stating more transparency and conversation

with the City Council by the Mayor would serve the citizens. 
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5. William Boenke commenting on raising, or not raising taxes being a matter of principle. 
a) Councilman Camp’s response to Mr. Boenke with explanation of budget decisions.     

6. Councilman Camp requesting a copy of the City’s application for the SAFER grant to FEMA.
a) Chief of Staff Rick Hoppe’s memo to Council Members on copy of SAFER grant.

1.  SAFER grant application on file in the City Council office for viewing. 

 IX. CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE
1. Greg Roby-Tubach disappointed in the budget vote. 
2. Kristin Grosskopf, President, PFLAG Lincoln, urging that the valued public position of

Ombudsman not be cut from the budget. 
a) Rosemary Woodman in agreement. 

3. Richard Sutton memo on trees improving property values. 
a) Article: Homeowners value property value boost brought about by city trees. 

4. Jay Snyder thanking the four Republican members for trying to protect the citizens of Lincoln. 
5. Pat Tetreault stating the disheartened with the partisan nature of the City Council. 
6. Cynthia Douglas-Ybarra stating budget cuts should not include Lincoln’s Ombudsman. 
7. Jay Snyder concerned that the Mayor vetoed what citizens consider a very reasonable budget.  
8. Eugene Tyre stating citizens do not want a tax increase. 
9. Eugene Tyro noting that people on fixed incomes lose a little bit of quality of life with every

increase. 
   10. Mike and Joann Tumbleson urging Council to vote for the budget Council created - overriding the

Mayor’s veto. 
a) Councilman Camp commenting on Mike and Joann Tumbleson’s email thanking him and

giving an explanation of budget aspects. 
 11. Dave Kirby writing regarding how the recycling program needs improvement.

a) Four photos of drop off sites. 
   12. Jayne Brown has no problem with raising her taxes for the services she wants and expect in our

community. 
 13. Richard Melvin Lorenzen asking Council to override the Mayor’s veto of the City Council

approved City budget. 
  14. Shawn Ryba, NeighborWorks Lincoln, writing regarding the request for a special permit to

develop a Community Unit Plan. 
a) NeighborWorks Lincoln’s letter explaining the request for a Special Permit to develop a

Community Unit Plan with waivers, common drives and green space.
15. Arnold Radloff asking Council to vote yes for Mayor Beutler’s budget with explanation. 
16. Keith Larsen commenting on bikes in downtown on sidewalks.    

  
 X.   MEETINGS/INVITATIONS

  See invitation list.

 XI. ADJOURNMENT                                              

              F:\Admin\Private\Directors Meetings\2016\August 2016\da 08.29.16.wpd 



 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 402-441-8261 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  August 22, 2016 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  J.J. Yost, Parks and Recreation, 402-441-8255 

  

TIERRA SKATEPARK TO CLOSE FOR RENOVATION 

  

Tierra Park skatepark on S. 27th Street and Tierra Drive will close during the week of August 29 

for renovation.  J.J. Yost, Planning and Construction Manager for the Parks and Recreation 

Department, said the current facility has reached the end of its lifespan.  The equipment will be 

replaced with more progressive concrete elements, and the existing concrete pad will be repaired.  

The project is expected to take about six weeks. 

 

Yost said the skateboarding community provided input on the project, and the renovated 

skatepark will appeal to users of various experience levels.  He said the concrete features require 

less periodic maintenance and are better suited to extreme weather conditions.   “The evolution 

of skatepark design, construction techniques and materials allow us to make the new facility 

more attractive and durable while staying within our repair and replacement budget,” Yost said.   

 

During construction, skateboarders are encouraged to visit the City’s other skatepark in Peter Pan 

Park near 33rd and “X” streets.   

 

For more information on the project, contact Yost at 402-441-8255 or jyost@lincoln.ne.gov.  

Images of the redesigned Tierra Park skatepark are available on the Parks and Recreation website 

at parks.lincoln.ne.gov. 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10
th

 Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 

 

DATE:  August 23, 2016     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jon Taylor, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7547 

                    

Mayor Chris Beutler will announce his decision on whether to approve or veto the 

City’s 2016-18 biennial budget approved by the City Council yesterday at a news 

conference at 3 p.m. TODAY, Tuesday, August 23 in room 303, County-City 

Building, 555 S. 10th Street.   

 



 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10
th

 Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  August 23, 2016     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831                     

          

MAYOR’S PREPARED STATEMENT ON BUDGET VETO 

 

The City budget is our plan for implementing the community’s vision of what we want Lincoln 

to be. Thousands of residents over the years have helped us set the agenda for Lincoln’s future. 

Their guidance so far has resulted in amazing successes. The next City budget must keep us on 

that pathway forward. 

 

The City Council has delivered its plan. The laws that govern the budget process provide that we 

must now decide between the Council’s plan and the original budget plan offered by our 

Administration.   

 

Both plans emphasize keeping our community safe. The Council accepted our recommendation 

to fund four new police officers and six new firefighter paramedics to enhance public safety.  

 

Both plans commit, in differing degrees, to building the infrastructure that supports growth.  The 

Council supported our recommendations to invest in streets, water, and wastewater to spur 

economic growth and job creation.  

 

Fiscal responsibility is where the plans diverge. By avoiding the tough choices, the Council 

majority threatens the City’s financial stability. 

 

By focusing on the quick fix, the Council majority is ignoring long term issues that will create 

permanent structural deficits:  

 

The first issue involves the City’s telecommunications occupation tax. Rapid advances in 

technology have changed consumer habits and increased competition. As a result, the City lost 

$1.7 million for the 2016-17 budget and must be prepared for even larger reduced revenues in 

the future. The Council had two choices to solve this gap: make responsible cuts or increase 

revenues. They chose neither, ensuring future deficits. 

 

Second, the police fire pension is consuming an ever greater portion of the general fund budget. 

We had to put nearly $8 million in this year’s budget in order to meet our financial obligations. 

When I first took office that number was only $3.5 million.  The cost to the City has been 

increasing about $500,000 per year over the last ten years. This trend is likely to continue. Again, 

the Council did not make sustainable cuts or provide a source of revenue to meet a challenge that 

continues to grow. 

 



 

Third, the Emerald Ash Borer will kill nearly all of the City’s 14,000 public ash trees over the 

next several years. This crisis is staring us squarely in the face. The price tag is an estimated $2 

million per year over 15 years.  The Council’s budget does not adequately deal with the crisis. 

We know from other communities that any delay now will cost us more in the future. 

 

Finally, the Council’s plan removes $420,000 from the Administration’s budget that pays debt 

service on new and replacement streets lights. The Council’s cut doesn’t eliminate these costs. 

Instead their choice increases taxpayer interest payments and adds to future budget deficits.  

 

The Council’s actions are the very definition of the old cliché, “kicking the can down the road.”  

 

Other Council actions reduce transparency, accountability, and efficiency. These include the 

Council’s last-minute decision to cut almost one-third of the Citizen Information Center’s budget 

as well as the elimination of the City’s budget officer, and the removal of much needed modern 

management software. 

 

Another troubling aspect of the Council’s budget is its impact on the community most important 

priority: public safety. 

 

My budget included not just six additional firefighter paramedics but also a 7th ambulance. Both 

are badly needed to provide faster emergency response to people in need and ensure better 

medical outcomes. By taking the needed ambulance out of the budget, the Council is delaying 

the right choice for our growing community. 

 

I cannot in good conscience sign a budget I consider fiscally irresponsible.  The Council 

majority’s budget fails the community in four ways: it contributes to a long term structural 

deficit; delays today’s obligations to tomorrow; reduces accountability, transparency and 

efficiency; and harms our emergency response. 

 

That’s why I am vetoing this budget.  

 

Avoiding tough budget choices today only serves to make those challenges larger and more 

expensive tomorrow.  This threatens our ability to continue the community investments that have 

made us a great City.  

 

My record on this issue is clear:  in crafting budgets, I have not relied on false solutions. I have 

made the hard choices to both increase revenues and initiate major cuts, including more than 100 

jobs since I took office. 

 

This balanced approach is one of the reasons Lincoln is touted by the 24/7 Wall Street website as 

one of the best managed cities in the country. We have a triple A bond rating, a statement of our 

commitment to fiscal responsibility held by only the most financially sound cities in the nation.  



 

Our reputation for financial responsibility provides numerous financial advantages to Lincoln 

taxpayers. I cannot and will not jeopardize that reputation. 

 

As I said last week, my oath to the people of Lincoln is to do what’s right for our future, even if 

it isn’t politically popular.  Failing to address problems and allowing them to get bigger and 

more expensive is not doing what’s right for Lincoln’s citizens. 

 

Now, the road ahead is difficult.  Four elected officials of the Council’s majority support the 

Council’s budget. And four elected officials, the Council minority and I, support the 

Administration’s budget. We are deadlocked. 

 

Fortunately, the law outlines what happens next in this case. When the Mayor exercises his 

authority to veto the budget, the Council has the opportunity break the deadlock with five votes 

to override the Mayor’s veto. If they cannot, the Mayor’s budget becomes adopted law.  

 

I understand the City Council majority may be hesitant to vote for the property tax levy 

necessary to support the adopted budget after my veto.  

 

But the law is clear. If the Council does not have the five votes necessary to pass their version of 

the budget, the Mayor’s proposed budget is the City’s adopted budget. The Charter states that the 

adopted budget shall become the basis for the property tax rates for the ensuing biennial period. 

That is how the law resolves the deadlock and allows us to move forward. 

 

Some are questioning the legal opinion of the City Attorney’s Office that supports this position. 

They suggest that the opinion is politically motivated. They say that other attorneys do not agree.  

 

I would remind them that the opinion was authored by one of the most respected legal minds of 

our generation and a man whose integrity is beyond reproach. John Hendry was the Chief Justice 

of the Nebraska Supreme Court before he became City Attorney. Anyone who knows Judge 

Hendry knows that he would have resigned his position as City Attorney rather than author a 

legal opinion with which he did not agree.  

 

I believe the current language provides a clear and fair process for our citizens. However, if 

Council members think the law should be changed for future budgets, they can take the steps to 

change it.  That is the American way.  But until the City Charter is changed, we all must follow 

the law. That is also the American way. 

 

I am confident that the City Council majority will do their duty and follow the law.  I am 

confident that the budget adopted will best serve the citizens of this community.  And I am 

confident that after putting this budget issue behind us, the Council and I will work together to 

continue moving our community forward.  That is the Lincoln way. 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10
th

 Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  August 25, 2016     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Wynn Hjermstad, Urban Development, 402-441-8211 

       Lori Pratico, Girl Noticed, 954-605-5208 

      

SUBJECTS SELECTED FOR “GIRL NOTICED” MURAL PROJECT 

 

The national mural project “Girl Noticed” will feature two former refugees who have built new 

lives in Lincoln.  The public is invited to watch the mural being created in a 9- to 12-hour session 

Saturday, August 27 on the south/”N” Street wall of the new Lutheran Family Services of 

Nebraska and Health 360 Integrated Care clinic at 23rd and “O” streets.   

 

The City of Lincoln is bringing artist Lori Pratico and photographer Elizabeth Sanjuan to the 

Capital City for the project, which shows the “hidden strength and importance of women in our 

society.”  The two women who will be depicted in the mural are: 

• Haifaa Al-Saadi, who is completing a bachelor’s degree in psychology and plans to 

become an art therapist.  She was born in a refugee camp in Saudi Arabia, and came to 

the U.S. at age 2, after her parents fled their home country of Iraq. 

• Thuy Nguyen is the owner of Little Saigon Plaza on N. 27th Street.  She came to the U.S. 

40 years ago as a refugee from Vietnam. 

 

Pratico will also speak at Indigo Bridge Books, 701 “P” Street, at 7 p.m. Friday, August 26.  On 

Saturday, the Lux Center for the Arts will have its Art Van de Lux in the Elliott Elementary 

School parking lot at 23rd and “N” streets from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday.   Parking will be 

available at the Health 360 lot and the Elliott l lot.  The project will also be featured on the City’s 

cable television access channels, 5 CITY-TV and 10 Health TV.  If the weather is bad Saturday, 

Pratico will create the mural on canvas in the portable classroom at Elliott Elementary.  

 

More information about the project and a video about the “Girl Noticed” visit to Lincoln are 

available at girlnoticed.com. The City is partnering with NeighborWorks Lincoln and Lutheran 

Family Services of Nebraska on the project, and the Community Health Endowment is also 

supporting the project.  No City funds are being used for the project.  

 

Pratico hopes the project reaches all 50 states.  At the end of the three-year project,  the story of 

her experience along with Sanjuan’s photos of the murals will be published in a book.  
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT 

Engineering Services Division, 949 West Bond Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7711 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Aug 25, 2016 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Erin Sokolik, Engineering Services, 402-416-9460 

       Taylor Buss, Engineering Services, 402-326-5369 

 

BLOCK OF 66TH STREET TO CLOSE MONDAY 

 

Beginning Monday, August 29, 66th Street from Holdrege to Fairfax streets as well as the 

intersection of 66th and Holdrege streets will close for urgent storm sewer improvements.  The 

project includes replacing and enlarging the storm sewer and coincides with paving work in the 

area.  The closure is expected to last three weeks. 

 

During this time, access to parking on the west side of 66th Street between Holdrege and Fairfax 

will be unavailable.  During construction, 66th Street from Cotner Blvd. to “X” Street will also 

be closed to through traffic, but local access will be maintained where possible.  Access to 

businesses will be maintained at all times.  Construction for the entire project is expected to be 

completed by November. 

 

The project team appreciates the patience of the public while the needed repairs are under way. 

 

For more information on the project, visit lincoln.ne.gov (keyword:  projects).  For questions or 

comments, contact one of these staff members at the Public Works and Utilities Department: 

• Erin Sokolik - 402-416-9460, esokolik@lincoln.ne.gov 

• Taylor Buss  - 402-326-5369,  tbuss@lincoln.ne.gov 
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Memorandum 
Date: g August 23, 2016

To: g City Clerk

From: g Amy Huffman, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Approvals

cc: g Mayor Chris Beutler
Planning Commission
Geri Rorabaugh, Planning Dept.

This is a list of the administrative approvals by the Planning Director  from August 16, 2016
through August 22, 2016:

Waiver to Design Standards No. 16005, BMW of Lincoln, approved by the Planning Director
on August 18, 2016, to allow outdoor lighting to exceed 2.0 vertical foot-candles on interior lot
lines, generally located at 6741 Telluride Drive.

C : \ U s e r s \ n c s g k r \ A p p D a t a \ L o c a l \ M i c r o s o f t \ W i n d o w s \ T e m p o r a r y  I n t e r n e t
Files\Content.Outlook\G7E4R6GI\AA weekly approvals City (003).wpd

City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Ste. 213  •  Lincoln NE 68508 

(402) 441-7491



Meeting Notice 
City of Lincoln, Nebraska Telecommunications/Cable Television Advisory Board 

 4 p.m. Thursday, August 25, 2016 
Bill Luxford Studio, first floor, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508 

 
Agenda: 
Call to Order 
 
1. Introduction of board members and guests 
 
2. Review and approval of agenda 
 
3. Approval of minutes from meeting April 28, 2016 
 
4. Presentation by Jamie Wenz – PEG, access to programming 
 
5.  Old Business 

 Bylaws 
 
6.  New Business 

 Public access channel(s) 
 Discussion of written overview and explanation of Internet provider speeds 

 
7.  Subcommittee Reports 

 Online complaint form: (Andy B.), John N., Diane G. 
 ALLO nonprofits and WiFi zones: Ed H., Helen M., Rebecca H., Art Z., Laurie L., Diane 

G., Steve H., David Y. 
 Website:  Rebecca H., (Andy B.), Justin and Diane (CIC), Steve H. and David Y. 

 
8.  ALLO report 
 
9.  Time Warner Cable Report 
 
10. Windstream/Kinetic report 
 
11.  Public Comments 
 
Adjournment 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Board members: If you cannot attend this meeting, please contact Diane Gonzolas at 
402-441-7831or dgonzolas@lincoln.ne.gov. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Regular meeting dates are the fourth Thursdays of January, April, July and October.  The next 
regular meeting is scheduled for October 27, 2016 
 
ACCOMMODATION NOTICE  
The City of Lincoln complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 guidelines. Ensuring the public=s access to and participating in public meetings 
is a priority for the City of Lincoln.  In the event you are in need of a reasonable accommodation in order to 
attend or participate in a public meeting conducted by the City of Lincoln, please contact the Director of 
Equity and Diversity, Lincoln Commission on Human Rights, at 402 441-7624 as soon as possible before 
the scheduled meeting date in order to make your request.  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Adam Hiller <adamhiller@live.com>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 6:31 PM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Recent events

Mr. Camp, 
 
Thank you for your work with the proposed budget and standing against the deceitfulness of the mayor's office. 
I truly feel like you are speaking for me, albeit with much more tact and less swearing.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adam Hiller 
5725 Franklin St. 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Recent events

From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 10:35 AM 
To: adamhiller@live.com 
Subject: RE: Recent events 
 
Adam: 
 
Thank you for your email and supportive comments.  I find it easy to dissect these budget issues and other 
issues by following a 3-step analysis: 
 

1. Follow common sense 
2. Be fiscally responsible, and 
3. Doing the right thing. 

 
My supportive colleagues on the City Council and I reviewed to the Mayor’s proposed budget, made some 
reasonable modifications, eliminated his property tax “rate increase” and finally included funding for City 
Council staff so we can conduct our business in a knowledgeable manner on behalf of the citizens. . .and 
yesterday we adopted the 2016-2018 biennium budget.   
 
Now the mayor appears to think he can “veto” that budget and has suggested he will sue the City Council with a 
writ of mandamus to force the Council to enact a tax levy that will fund his $2 million deficit budget.  Amazing 
times.  The City Attorney appears to be correct when he opined last December 2015 that Lincoln has an 
“autocratic mayoral form of government.” 
 
Time for change. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp <joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 1:39 PM
To: craigandflo@earthlink.net
Cc: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: RE: City Budget

Importance: High

Craig: 
 
Thanks for your email.  I totally disagree! 
 
Lincoln needs a balance between the legislative and executive branches.  The mayor's office budget has increased dollar-
wise and staff-wise over the years.  The City Council's office has decreased from 2 to 1 employee plus we gave up funds 
that were previously used for individual Council members to hire assistants. 
 
As I noted in my op-ed piece, balance is important and other Cities have much more staffing for their city councils.   
 
Mike Donlan is a nice individual. . .but one also has to  recall Mike is the former Lancaster County Democrat Chair and is 
politically oriented.  My request for Council staff is a sound business-based request and has no political motivation.  The 
partisan politics, if any, have emanated from Mayor Beutler, his Chief of Staff Rick Hoppe, and his administration.   
 
Finally, the City Council is a source of innumerable requests from Lincoln's citizens.  We try to be responsive. . .it is 
unreasonable to expect a Council member to consume so much of his or her schedule when adequate staff could easily 
respond.  Furthermore, the City would function better, and department heads and other staff would have more time to 
perform their primary functions. 
 
Thank you again for your interest.  If you do not understand the situation, then we must "agree to disagree".   
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Craig & Flo Ditzler [mailto:craigandflo@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2016 7:26 AM 
To: Jon Camp 
Subject: City Budget 
 
Dear Councilman Camp, 
 
I note with interest your oped in Sunday's Journal Star as well as the related letter to the editor by Mr. Mike Donlan. Like 
Mr. Donlan, I do not support your push to cut the Mayors staff because it will only serve to degrade service to Lincoln's 
citizens. As for your desire to beef up the Council staff (which I guess you want me to pay for) while simultaneously 
cutting the Mayor's office staff - this is quite obviously a display of partisan politics in a transparent attempt to vent your 
frustration with the Mayor. Keep the funding for the Mayor's staff in tact. We don't need a new competing staff for the 
Council. 
 
Craig Ditzler 
9208 Benziger Drive 
Lincoln 
 
________________________________ 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended 
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or 
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all 
copies of the original message. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Becker <rbecker6@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 9:06 PM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: BUDGET DISCUSSION

MR. CAMP—I want to thank you for your commitment as you worked to develop a responsible budget for the citizens of 
Lincoln.  There is support in our community for a cost effective government and contrary to the Mayor’s position there is 
a difference between taxing for what we WANT (vs.) what we NEED.  I am very disappointed in the Mayor’s position of 
“My Way Or The Highway”.  With the continued growth of business and residential properties in Lincoln, increases in 
Property Tax revenue should be sufficient to support the needs of the community without an additional property tax 
increase. I find it very interesting the Mr. Hoppe had to apologize to the Council for not recognizing that a grant of $1.4 
million might have a budget implication.  How is that even possible?????  Give me a call and maybe we can get together 
for a cup of coffee and you can school me on “How City Government Works”.  Thank You again for your work as our city 
council representative and have a great day. 
Richard A. Becker 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: BUDGET DISCUSSION

Richard 
 
Thank you for appreciating that the City Council’s adopted budget is “responsible”.  Our goal has always been to be 
“fiscally responsible. 
 
Jon 
 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838; Cell: 402.560.1001 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
From: Becker [mailto:rbecker6@neb.rr.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 9:06 PM 
To: Jon Camp 
Subject: BUDGET DISCUSSION 
 
MR. CAMP—I want to thank you for your commitment as you worked to develop a responsible budget for the citizens of 
Lincoln.  There is support in our community for a cost effective government and contrary to the Mayor’s position there is 
a difference between taxing for what we WANT (vs.) what we NEED.  I am very disappointed in the Mayor’s position of 
“My Way Or The Highway”.  With the continued growth of business and residential properties in Lincoln, increases in 
Property Tax revenue should be sufficient to support the needs of the community without an additional property tax 
increase. I find it very interesting the Mr. Hoppe had to apologize to the Council for not recognizing that a grant of $1.4 
million might have a budget implication.  How is that even possible?????  Give me a call and maybe we can get together 
for a cup of coffee and you can school me on “How City Government Works”.  Thank You again for your work as our city 
council representative and have a great day. 
Richard A. Becker 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Wes Oestreich <woestreich@cheeverconstruction.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 8:18 PM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: City Budget debacle 

John, thank you! 
What a mell-of-a-hess this budget process has evolved into. I personally appreciate all your effort and steadfast 
representation over the last two decades!   
I've never held much trust in Mr Hoppe but always thought our Mayor was better than this. True colors are showing now 
and it really disgusts me.  
Thanks again for all you do and standing firm in the face of this bs.  
 
Wes Oestreich 
Sent from my iPhone 
(Please excuse typos caused by fat thumbs). 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: City Budget debacle 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 9:07 AM 
To: woestreich@cheeverconstruction.com 
Subject: RE: City Budget debacle  
 
Thanks, Wes.  More transparency and conversation with the City Council by Mayor Beutler would truly serve the 
citizens.  Instead, he and Rick Hoppe have chosen the road to tossing unfounded  criticism, inaccurate claims, and 
withholding of information such as the recent $1.5 million grant for firefighters.   
 
Be assured that I will continue to encourage my Council colleagues to follow principles of common sense, fiscal 
responsibility and doing the right thing. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wes Oestreich [mailto:woestreich@cheeverconstruction.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 8:18 PM 
To: Jon Camp 
Subject: City Budget debacle 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: William Boernke <web@nebrwesleyan.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Taxes

Dear Councilperson Camp: 
 
The “Journal Star” reports today that you think not raising taxes is a matter of principle.  You might want to consult a 
dictionary concerning principles. 
 
A principle is a moral rule that tells you what is right and wrong and guides your behavior. The notion that taxes should 
not be raised is hardly a principle; it is a libertarian political value. It certainly was not a political value held by our 
founders because the Constitution gives Congress the power to tax to pay debts and provide for defense and the general 
welfare. It is only libertarians who believe in limited government who are opposed to paying taxes. Even the Boston Tea 
Party was not an anti-tax rebellion. It was a rebellion over taxation without representation. In the debate over 
ratification of the Constitution, the libertarian anti-Federalists (e.g., Patrick Henry, "give me liberty or give me death") 
opposed ratification of the Constitution because they thought it violated their liberty by making the federal government 
sovereign and gave Congress the power to tax. Under the Articles of Confederation, the states were sovereign and the 
central government had no power to tax. 
 
Because the central government did not have the power to tax and we were at war with the British Empire, money had 
to be borrowed (creating a debt) to fund the Continental Army. This is the reason a Constitution was written to replace 
the Articles of Confederation. The first Congress then levied an excise tax on grain used to make whiskey to pay the debt 
(they didn’t stand on principle and refuse to raise taxes). The grain farmers didn't want to pay the tax and used their 
Second Amendment right to bear arms to prevent the tyrannical government from taxing them (the Whiskey Rebellion). 
President Washington put a stop to this nonsense by calling up the militia to quell the rebellion. So much for the notion 
that there is a moral rule that taxes should not be raised and that the Second Amendment protects using guns to 
overthrow a tyrannical government. 
 
I suggest you heed the words of the immortal Joseph Heller (he wrote “Catch 22”): “Rise above principle and do what's 
right.” 
 
William Boernke 
1004 Galloway Circle 
Lincoln, NE 68512 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Principles

Importance: High

William 
 
Thanks for your email and discussion of “principles” and a providing a history lesson.   
 
Regarding reporting by the Journal Star, I did not see any statement attributed to me. . .I have not been 
interviewed by the Journal Star for several days.  And I do not recall making the statement that “not raising 
taxes is a matter of principle”.   
 
I do follow 3 primary “principles”:  (1) follow common sense, (2) be fiscally responsible, and (3) do the right thing. 
 
The current budget matter and the budget that I and 3 of my Council colleagues adopted is “fiscally 
responsible”.  Further, the budget we adopted does raise taxes and fees.  Over $5.5 million more in property taxes will 
be collected under the budget the 4 of us adopted.  I did make and agree to amendments in Mayor Beutler’s “proposed 
budget” that will increase the current property tax “mil levy” to pay for the recently approved Stormwater Bonds. 
 
Most of all, the budget approved by the City Council follows “fiscal responsibility”.   
 
William, please let me share a lesson in municipal governance in Lincoln, Nebraska: 
 
Are you aware that regardless of how the budget is framed, Mayor Beutler has “unilateral” power to use budgeted items 
as he sees fit within a department.  For example, a common practice is to  budget for a program or equipment and later 
reallocate those dollars for other programs/equipment in the same department.  Expenditures under $50,000 can be 
reallocated by the department head; expenditures over $50,000 in the department can be made with the mayor’s 
approval.  It is only when the mayor desires to “move” budgeted funds from one department to another department 
that he must obtain City Council approval.   
 
Thus, in the $185,000,000 budget, Mayor Beutler has considerable power to expend those funds in a different manner 
than what is detailed in the budget adopted by the City Council.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street, P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838; Cell:  402.560.1001 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Copy of SAFER grant application

From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 12:40 PM 
To: Rick D. Hoppe 
Subject: Copy of SAFER grant application 
Importance: High 
 
Rick 
 
Please forward/email a copy of the City’s application for the SAFER grant to FEMA to my Council colleagues and 
me.  With the meetings today and tomorrow we can be better prepared. 
 
Thanks in advance for your prompt response. 
 
Jon 
 
 
 
 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
 
 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and 
privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by 
reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: SAFER app
Attachments: 2 SAFER 15_Full Application.pdf

Importance: High

From: Rick D. Hoppe [mailto:RHoppe@lincoln.ne.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 1:19 PM 
To: Leirion Gaylor Baird; Jon Camp; 'Carl Eskridge'; Cyndi Lamm; trent.fellers@gmail.com; royforlincoln@gmail.com; 
jane@brstores.com 
Subject: FW: SAFER app 
Importance: High 
 
Council 
 
Jon Camp requested a copy of the SAFER grant prior to the small group Council meetings. Please see the attached. 
 
R. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 9:16 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Greg Roby-Tubach 
Address:  3005 S. 47 St. 
City:     Lincoln 
 
Phone:    4024292362 
Fax:      4024292362 
Email:    gracedog45@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Your budget vote today is very disappointing. I and the vast majority of people with whom I'm in contact do not 
understand how all of a sudden, within the last six months, the Council would become so divisive. It feels for a Lincoln 
citizen as though the Council wants to teach the Mayor a lesson. That's coming off to citizens as childish. Do not ruin my 
awesome city by your political pettiness. That's exactly what it feels like. Childish pettiness. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: PFLAG Board President <president@pflagcornhusker.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 11:39 AM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Mayor; PFLAG Board
Subject: Ombudsman position under fire

Dear members of the Lincoln City Council: 

  
Re: budget cuts to include cutting Mayor’s staff 
  
It is with a very heavy heart that I write this email. As if the LGBT population didn’t have 
enough “fires to put out” in terms of backlashes after every positive step forward that 
seeks to improve equity vis-à-vis the LGBTQ community and related quality of living, ill-
guided attempts to chip away at seemingly ephemeral equity is publicly exposed.   
  
Lin Quenzer’s position, in fact, Lin herself, has proven to be a stalwart watchdog on all 
matters LGBTQ. But beyond that, she has responded to non-LGBT-specific queries 
related to various civic processes. On numerous occasions I have been in awe as to her 
intellect, ability to provide amazingly thorough information with an ability to anticipate 
further questions, thus providing information proactively. If Lin were not available to 
field questions, who else would the public go to? The Mayor? City Council members? 
Without Lin, I would think the life of each City Council member would become more 
encumbered, with citizens becoming increasingly angry.  Just consider the collective 
anger over the street potholes before repairs began, and multiply that by 100! 
 
I hope you reconsider your current attempt to cut such a valued public service position. 
 
 
Kristin Grosskopf, PhD 
President, PFLAG Lincoln 
PO Box 82034 
Lincoln, NE 68501 
www.pflaglincoln.org 

 
 
"Never believe that a few caring people can't change the world. For, indeed, that's all who ever have." 
--Margaret Mead  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: Ombudsman position under fire

From: Rosemary Woodman [mailto:rwoodman111@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 12:37 PM 
To: PFLAG Board President 
Cc: Council Packet; Mayor; PFLAG Board 
Subject: Re: Ombudsman position under fire 
 
Kristin, 
Well-written! 
Thank You! 
Rosemary 
 
On Aug 23, 2016, at 11:38 AM, PFLAG Board President <president@pflagcornhusker.org> wrote: 

Dear members of the Lincoln City Council: 

 Re: budget cuts to include cutting Mayor’s staff 
  
It is with a very heavy heart that I write this email. As if the LGBT 
population didn’t have enough “fires to put out” in terms of backlashes after 
every positive step forward that seeks to improve equity vis-à-vis the LGBTQ 
community and related quality of living, ill-guided attempts to chip away at 
seemingly ephemeral equity is publicly exposed.   
  
Lin Quenzer’s position, in fact, Lin herself, has proven to be a stalwart 
watchdog on all matters LGBTQ. But beyond that, she has responded to non-
LGBT-specific queries related to various civic processes. On numerous 
occasions I have been in awe as to her intellect, ability to provide amazingly 
thorough information with an ability to anticipate further questions, thus 
providing information proactively. If Lin were not available to field questions, 
who else would the public go to? The Mayor? City Council members? Without 
Lin, I would think the life of each City Council member would become more 
encumbered, with citizens becoming increasingly angry.  Just consider the 
collective anger over the street potholes before repairs began, and multiply 
that by 100! 
 
I hope you reconsider your current attempt to cut such a valued public 
service position. 
 
Kristin Grosskopf, PhD 
President, PFLAG Lincoln 
PO Box 82034 
Lincoln, NE 68501 
www.pflaglincoln.org 
<sigimg1> 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Richard Sutton <rsutton1@unl.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 12:19 PM
To: Jon Camp; Trenton J. Fellers; Cyndi Lamm
Subject: Trees improve property values

How much would Lincoln’s taxpayers be willing to spend on city trees? 
 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/08/160817102216.htm 
 
 
R Sutton 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 6:12 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Jay Snyder 
Address:  8140 Stockwell St 
City:     Lincoln 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    jaysnyder1@neb.rr.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Thanks to the 4 republican members for trying to protect the citizens of Lincoln from this mayor and democratic council 
members to take more of our hard earned money.  I applaud your courage. I find it most disconcerting that this mayor 
and democratic council members can be so unwilling to compromise on what we feel was a very fair and balanced 
budget process, despite the Mayor's attempt to keep the public from seeing it.  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Pat Tetreault <ptetreault1@unl.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 6:48 PM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Mayor
Subject: City Budget

Dear members of the Lincoln City Council, 
 
I have been disheartened at the partisan nature of the city council and the desire to cut positions and services in 
Lincoln. In addition to not supporting a more sustainable approach to resources and watering down the 
commitment to recycling, the desire to cut a valuable position in the Mayor’s office is the next proposed 
“solution”.  The purpose of the Ombudsman is for ordinary citizens to have an advocate and supporter who 
understands the city’s governance and related issues and concerns. The current Ombudsman is a committed, 
knowledgeable and ethical employee who serves the city and its residents. Cutting this position seems unnecessary 
and potentially harmful. 
 
As a citizen of Lincoln, I have utilized the Ombudsman and would appreciate the person and the position being 
retained. Cutting this staff position will only add to the number of people who are unemployed as well as removing 
an advocate for the ordinary citizens of Lincoln. I strongly encourage you to reconsider your position and the budget 
you have proposed. As a citizen who pays taxes and is an involved member of our community, I would rather pay a 
few more dollars in taxes to help maintain a well-functioning city that serves its citizens and tries to meet our needs 
than to eliminate a position.   
 
We also live in a state that has made clear it values some citizens over others. One of the roles that the Ombudsman 
has is to serve as a liaison to underserved and underrepresented/marginalized groups, which includes the LGBT 
citizens of the city of Lincoln and state of Nebraska. Eliminating a liaison to a marginalized group also seems to be a 
partisan approach to equity and equality.  
 
Please reconsider your stance and work with the Mayor rather than against him. 
 
Pat Tetreault 
6501 X Street 
Lincoln, NE  68505-2247 
402.466.4599 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: cynthia Douglas-Ybarra <cdy1390@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 6:53 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Obmsbudsmen

Budget cuts should not include Lincoln's Omsbudsmen. Please consider cutting in other areas that would not 
affect the city's most vulnerable. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Cynthia Douglas-Ybarra 
68503 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jay Snyder <jaysnyder1@neb.rr.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 23, 2016 6:11 PM
To: Mayor; Cyndi Lamm; Jon Camp; Jane Raybould; Carl B. Eskridge; Leirion Gaylor Baird; 

Roy A. Christensen; Trenton J. Fellers
Subject: veto of council proposed budget

Mr. Mayor,  
I very concerned that you chose to veto what we as citizens consider to be a very reasonable budget. I am appalled at 
your lack of transparency to the council and the public.  Hiding grant dollars from us is unethical.  All I can say is thank 
you so much for the tax increase. Once again property owners are taking the hit. 
 
The 3 remaining democrats on the council should start looking for a new job, as they will not be re-elected the next time 
around.  I cannot find anyone within my circle of citizens that are in support of any of these games you and the 
democrat council members are choosing to play with us. We are not stupid. 
 
Jay Snyder 
8140 Stockwell St. 
Lincoln, NE  68506 
H:   402.489.9940 
C:   402.432.7330 
jaysnyder1@neb.rr.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: genety@windstream.net
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 11:17 AM
To: Mary M. Meyer
Subject: Budget

The citizens DON"T want a tax increase!!!!!!!!!!!   Many fees have increased and we can't 
take any more. 
As far as the big rush to do something about the Emerald Ash Borer, why treat them when 
they are going to die anyway, just place to remove some each year and plan to replant 
more to replace the trees that are going to die. It's a waste of money to treat them. 
Remember the Dutch Elm disease, Pine blight.......................... 
It is just a matter of time before people are going to move from Lincoln if the council and 
Mayor can't compromise!  You wonder what to do to keep people in Lincoln,  
DON"T RAISE TAXES!! That is certain;y a start. I am a Democrat but vote for the person not 
the party, but I am furious that the Mayor won't accept anything except more taxes. 
 
I am a property owner and am fed up with fee increases and more taxes. When you are on 
a fixed income you figure it out to survive, the council and the mayor need to keep that in 
mind. With every increase, people on fixed incomes lose a little bit of life 
quality........................... 
 
 Thank you, Eugene Tyre, 5527 S. 31st St. Unit # 5, Lincoln, Ne. 68516 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 11:21 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Eugene Tyre 
Address:  5527 S. 31st St, # 5 
City:     Lincoln 
 
Phone:    4024766245 
Fax:       
Email:    genety@windstream.net 
 
Comment or Question: 
We as citizens don't want more taxes, the fee increases and bond issues have been enough for now. People on fixed 
incomes lose a little bit of quality of life with EVERY INCREASE. Please consider this or more people will have to move out 
of Nebraska. You wonder what you can do to keep students here after the finish school, Try making it affordable for 
them. 
Thank you, Eugene Tyre 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Mike and Joann <mjtumbleson@inebraska.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 7:08 AM
To: Jane Raybould; Cyndi Lamm; Jon Camp; Carl B. Eskridge; Leirion Gaylor Baird; Roy A. 

Christensen; Trenton J. Fellers
Subject: Budget for the City of Lincoln

Dear Council Members: 
 
As taxpayers for the City of Lincoln, we urge you to vote for the budget you created (overriding the Mayor’s veto).  With 
taxes already rising due to the bonds voted in as well as the hikes for public works, the taxpayers are already facing 
serious adjustments to their budgets.  All of the hikes are more than what a family gets for a cost of living raise and in 
some cases some families don’t get a raise.   
 
With the economy being what it is, now is NOT the time to hit the taxpayers with additional expenses.   
 
People will continue to shop outside of Lincoln as well as move outside of Lincoln due to the high cost of living here! 
 
Thank you, we know you will do the right thing for the taxpayers – not the Mayor. 
 
Mike and Joann Tumbleson 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Budget for the City of Lincoln

Importance: High

Importance: High 
 
Mike and Joann: 
 
Thank you for your supportive email of the City Council Adopted Budget.  I am hopeful that one or more of our Council 
colleagues, who did not support the City Council Adopted Budget, will reconsider his or her position and vote to override 
Mayor Beutler’s veto. 
 
Let me share another aspect of the budget process and the extensive flexibility and power vested in the mayor: 
 
Under the budget process, the funds approved in the adopted budget for various departments are subject to the 
Mayor’s unilateral control over the actual expenditure.  For example, if $400,000 was budgeted for a truck in the Public 
Works Department, the mayor could later unilaterally shift that “budgeted $400,000” to another use within the Public 
Works Department.  In fact, a shift of funds of less than $50,000 can be made unilaterally by a Department Director 
without mayoral sign-off.  Thus, the $185,000,000 in the annual general fund budget actually gives the mayor 
tremendous flexibility in the day-to-day expenditure of those funds. 
 
So, with this flexibility and the “mayor’s estimated amounts” budgeted and approved by the City Council, the City 
Council Adopted Budget will function very effectively for the citizens of Lincoln.  Furthermore, there are substantial 
“emergency” and “reserve” funds in the City Council Adopted Budget. 
 
As a result of the above, I am perplexed at the Mayor’s veto, his accusatory comments toward 4 members of the City 
Council, his lack of transparency, and his hardline, no compromise attitude.  The City Council Adopted Budget is a 
responsible budget for Lincoln.  Hopefully my City Council colleagues will step back and realize the benefits of the City 
Council Adopted Budget and the $2,000,000 savings for the taxpayers, and support an over-ride of the Mayor’s 
veto.  Further, by so doing, the divisive attack by Mayor Beutler will be dissipated and we can go forward in a non-
confrontational manner.   
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp
Subject:  Recycling program needs improvement  
Attachments: IMG_4358.JPG; IMG_4357.JPG; IMG_4337.JPG; IMG_4338.JPG

Good morning.  Last evening around 5 pm, I went to drop off some recycling at the Lancaster Event Center drop-off site.  
If you look closely at the first two attachments, you'll see the cardboard container is full and the plastic container is 
overflowing.  There was so much plastic in the bins that others before me just dumped it on the ground next to the 
container.  I know the contractor had been at the site recently, because the "all-other paper" container next to the 
cardboard container was nearly empty, indicating it had been serviced yesterday.  I doubt the plastic container filled up 
so much during the day after they serviced the all-other paper 
container.   I can't think of a reason why the contractor would empty one 
container, and not check  the other containers and call back to his office to send someone out.  The only thing I can 
come up with is lack of effort and pride to do a good job. 
 
The third and fourth photos are of the newspaper recycling container at East High.  These two photos were taken on 
August 8th at 6pm.  Once again, the containers are overflowing.  The cardboard containers had plenty of room for more, 
indicating they had been serviced, but obviously not the case with the newspaper.   
 
I'm writing NOT to complain, but to explain how as an avid recycler at both my home and office, I cannot support 
MANDATORY recycling with fines imposed on those who don't comply.  It's apparent to me that the city recycling 
program can't handle the amount of recycling that is currently being dropped off by a relatively small portion of 
residents.  Even with trash haulers offering containers, there are many people like me who would prefer to drop off the 
recycling at the sites.   
 
I spoke to Gene Hanlon approximately 5 months ago, asking when the SCC recycling drop-off site would be reopened.  
He said he was checking into that but because of the new school the outlook of going back was not good. 
If you look at the map on your website showing drop-off locations, you'll see there are really only two places on the east 
side of town to drop off recycling.  That needs to change.  It seems to me you could easily expand the site at the Event 
Center to provide more containers. 
 
Another reason I can't support your plan for mandatory recycling is because it doesn't include a plan for plastic and 
glass.  Your plan is only for cardboard and newspapers....which obviously are biodegradable, but you've chosen to leave 
the things that DON'T biodegrade out.  Doesn't make sense to me.  Plastic milk jugs take up a lot more room that 
cardboard and newspapers.  If anything is mandatory, it should be the non-biodegradable materials.   
 
If you want more people to recycle in order to slow the growth of the landfill, you have to get serious about recycling.  
You need an ad campaign "extolling the virtues" of recycling.  You could work with the Journal Star (since they stand to 
profit with their own recycling business) to run "public service messages" in the paper.  You could increase your efforts 
at the public schools.  You could find more drop-off locations.  But to go from the existing, half-hearted effort the city 
has now to a full-blown recycling program complete with fines for people who don't comply is not going to work.  Why 
not work with the university marketing department and find an enterprising student who will put together a campaign 
to increase utilization of the "voluntary" recycling program?   
I firmly believe there is so much more you can do before making the leap to mandatory and fining people. 
 
Dave Kirby 
McCashland Kirby Insurance Agency 
402-466-2800 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 1:04 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Jayne Brown 
Address:  6144 NW 12th Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68521 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    rbrown1975@neb.rr.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Hello, 
Thought you should hear from a taxpayer that has absolutely no problem with raising my taxes.  I want and expect 
services to our fine community.  I do not care about an extra $20 off my property taxes (and more is also fine for needed 
funding to the budget).  Please be reasonable.  Thank you. 
Jayne Brown 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: lorenzenenterprises@juno.com
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 1:56 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: override the mayor's veto of council approved budget

Lincoln Nebraska City Council    
24 August 2016 
from : Richard Melvin Lorenzen 
       951 North 56th Street  
       Lincoln, Nebraska 68504 
       telephone (402) 464 8682 
 
Vote to override the Mayor's veto of the city council approved city budget.        
 
STOP irresponsible, deficit spending, tax and spend, government. 
 
The mayor was rattling on about the budget as passed was " not sustainable "  What is not sustainable is the never 
ending increase in sales tax and property tax and continued growth of government at all levels.   
 
Of course people line up at the trough and demand more tax supported " progressive " cradle to grave government.   
Those who do, wrongly believe that more taxes mean more benefits for them.   
 
Government what is big enough to give us all that we want is big enough to take away all that we have.   
 
It is way past time to have a balanced budget process, and stop the nonsense, very irresponsible borrowing of money to 
prop up out of control government spending. 
 
I have been a Lincoln resident since 1971. 
 
I want, I demand that this irresponsible government spending be stopped.   
 
Sincerely 
 
Richard Melvin Lorenzen  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Shawn Ryba <sryba@nwlincoln.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 3:52 PM
To: Roy Christensen; Roy A. Christensen; Leirion Gaylor Baird; Leirion Gaylor Baird; Jon 

Camp; cyndi@clammlaw.com; Cyndi Lamm; Trent Fellers; Trenton J. Fellers; Carl B. 
Eskridge; Carl Eskridge; Jane Raybould; Jane Raybould; Mayor; Council Packet

Subject: NeighborWorks Lincoln request for Special Permit to develop CUP
Attachments: Cooper Commons CUP request for support.pdf

Honorable Councilmembers, 
 
Please see attached letter regarding NeighborWorks Lincoln's request for Special permit to develop a 
Community Unit Plan on property generally located at 828 D Street and 848 D Street. This item is on the 
August 29th City Council meeting agenda. Please contact me with any questions. Thank you. 
 
Best, 
Shawn 
 
Shawn Ryba MSW, MPA 
Chief Operating Officer 
NeighborWorks Lincoln 
2530 Q Street 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
402.477.7181 
www.nwlincoln.org 
 

Right-click here to download 
pictures.  To help protect your  
privacy, Outlook prevented 
auto matic downlo ad o f this  
picture from the Internet.

 
NeighborWorks Lincoln's mission is to keep Lincoln a safe and prosperous community 

by revitalizing neighborhoods and promoting homeownership. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Arnie Rad <arnoldrad@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 2:44 PM
To: Cyndi Lamm
Cc: Jon Camp; Jane Raybould; Carl B. Eskridge; Leirion Gaylor Baird; Roy A. Christensen; 

Trenton J. Fellers
Subject: 2 yr Budget

 
To: Cyndi Lamm 
I would like you to please vote YES for Mayor Beitler's budget for the next 2 years. The small increase in 
Property Tax will be offset by better services. If the city doesn't fight the emerald ash borer, the city trees will 
fall on houses & streets, causing property damage & delaying traffic. Please do not slash the budget for the 
mayors office staff. Please do not delay principal payments on bonds. Please do not put off purchase of another 
ambulance. Please fund efforts for recycling. Please fund efforts to fix our streets and infrastructure. Please 
approve the tax levy to fund the mayors budget. Thank you very much. Sincerely; Arnold Radloff,  1741 
Donald Circle, Lincoln, NE. 68505 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Keith Larsen <info@lincoln55plus.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 5:37 PM
To: Keith Larsen at 55+
Subject: Bikes in downtown sidewalks

To: City Council members 
I hear the city (via DLA) that there is a move to offer bikes a right of way on the downtown sidewalks. As a small 
voice speaking for our seniors, I hope this never happens. If a death can happen on a bike trail, how can we 
hope to protect pedestrians downtown? 
 
I hear the city's legal office is offering a change to to the exiting ordinance. It appears that every existing sentence is 
being struck out. I assume this proposal is on behalf of the Mayor or the police department. I am not sure why the 
status quo is being challenged. Maybe you can clarify this for me?  
 
We have dozens of riders already daring to break the existing ordinance. They know the police are not 
enforcing the rules. The bikers flip their finger at anyone daring to challenge them verbally. I am not complaining 
about the police. I hear "Bikes on sidewalk" is too difficult to enforce. Police have priorities. However, non-
enforcement is very weak rationale to legalize this avenue for bike traffic.  
 
If we open up the flood gates, everyone on a bike will be using the sidewalks. I know I would. As a cyclist, I would 
rather hit a person than get hit by a car.   
 
When crossing the one-way N street at the bike path we have to look both-ways for bikers. Our new bike path is 
especially dangerous when coming of of an alley or at my bank. We have to check the sidewalk for people and then 
check the bike path for bikes and then for cars in the street. Bikes come too fast for safely using the sidewalk. 
 
We need to answer this: "Where is the safe place for people coming out of a business or bank." I know I have had to 
stop short to avoid a fast moving bike. I did not like the experience. 
 
Why should we keep the ordinance if we don't enforce it? I have an Example. The ordinance to keep people 
from parking their car on their yard is never enforced. But we need it on the books so we can take action to move a 
car when needed. 
 
In a similar manner, we need the bikers to clearly know they are at fault after knocking over a pedestrian. It 
is easy to enforce the existing ordinance when an accident occurs. And, I believe, we don't have many.  
 
We should not challenge fate by tripling (or more) the numbers of bikes on the sidewalk. Under the proposed 
ordinance, more enforcement would be required due to an increase in accidents. Please keep this in mind. And 
there is a human impact for each and every accident. Why take the chance? 
 
I think is was fine to allow businesses to expand their restaurants into the sidewalk but I do not believe there is 
adequate lane space, everywhere for bikes and pedestrians. 
 
Thanks for listening. We will be paying attention to the council conversation if this goes forward. 
 
 

Keith  Larsen  - Editor and Publisher - Lincoln 55+ Seniors Paper   
Phone: (402) 742-0132  
PO Box 94755,   Lincoln NE 68509 
Thanks for thinking of the Lincoln 55+  Our History, Our Future, Our Experience 



  
DIRECTORS’ AGENDA

ADDENDUM 
   MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2016

 

       I. CITY CLERK

II. MAYOR CORRESPONDENCE 
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for the week of August 27, 2016 through

September 2, 2016. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. City will not accept firefighter grant. 

III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Monthly City Cash Report at the close of business on July 31, 2016.

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
1. Lincoln Water Quality update to Directors’ March 21st meeting.     

        IV. MISCELLANEOUS    

     V. COUNCIL MEMBERS

JON CAMP
1. Councilman Camp asking Tom Casady, Safety Director, questions on two categories of grants and if

both were applied for. 
a) Tom Casady, Safety Director, replying to Councilman Camp with explanation of grants for which

they applied.   
2. Thomas Huston. Cline Williams, writing regarding appeal of Special Permit for Cooper Commons.
3. Orville W. Behrens asking questions regarding the City budget, mentioning rising taxes.
4. Wall Street Journal article, “Covering Up the Pension Crisis”.  
5. Donald Murray writing about the amount of wheel tax in Lincoln involving classic cars. 

a) Councilman Camp replying with responses to the arguments for this amount of wheel tax on classic
vehicles. 

6. Mary Herres in favor of the Mayor’s decision to veto the budget. 
a) Councilman Camp’s reply with explanations and discussion.

      VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Rodney Vicek asking Council to support Mayor Beutler’s veto of this current budget.  
2. Wayne Boles congratulating Council Members Leirion Gaylor Baird and Trent Fellers for the Open

Data Initiative. 
3. Randy Gerke stating Council should get over the partisan voting and continue to move Lincoln

forward.
4. Jean Eileen Durgin-Clinchard asking for support of the budget veto, not an override. 
5. Jodi Delozier asking Council to seriously consider denying the proposed Costco development at 14th

Street and Pine Lake Road, giving reasons. 
6. Nancy Carr with comments on the Mayor, City Council Members and the city budget.   
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7. Cory Hoagstrom urging Council to override the Mayor’s veto and not raise taxes for the 3rd straight
year. 

8. Lyle Vannier urging Council to support the Mayor’s budget. 
9. Clinton Neighborhood Organization newsletter. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT  

F:\Admin\Private\Addendums 2016\August 2016\Addendum 08.29.16.wpd



 

Date: August 26, 2016 

Contact:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831 

 

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule 

Week of August 27 through September 2, 2016 

 (Schedule subject to change) 
           
Saturday, August 27 

• Mayor to visit “Girl Noticed” mural project – 5 p.m. (event takes place all day), Health 

360 Clinic, 2301 “O” Street, south side of the building along “N” Street 

 

Tuesday, August 30 

• Corrections Joint Public Agency meeting – 1 p.m., Bill Luxford Studio, County-City 

Building, 555 S. 10th Street 

• Groundbreaking ceremony for Antelope Square, remarks – 3 p.m., 2244 “Q” Street 

 

Thursday, September 1 

• News Conference on LNK DNA Week – 10 a.m., Room 303, County-City Building. 



 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

555 S. 10
th

 Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 402-441-7511 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  August 29, 2016     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831 

             

CITY WILL NOT ACCEPT FIREFIGHTER GRANT 

 

The City of Lincoln has decided not to accept the SAFER grant to hire nine firefighters. 

 

The grant is offered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to help 

communities hire firefighters.  The Beutler Administration applied for the grant in March and 

was notified August 12 that Lincoln’s application was accepted.   

 

After conversations between the Administration and each of the City Council members, there 

does not appear to be consensus to move forward on the SAFER grant. The Administration will 

inform FEMA today that the City will not accept the grant. 

 

The Mayor and the City Council agreed to add six firefighter paramedics intended to staff a 

seventh ambulance as part of the City’s 2016-18 budget.  According to Fire Chief Micheal 

Despain, placing a seventh ambulance on duty is Lincoln Fire & Rescue’s highest priority, and 

the SAFER grant could not have been used to pay for additional ambulance staffing.   

 

-30- 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp <joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2016 6:55 PM
To: Tom K. Casady
Cc: Mary M. Meyer; Mayor; Rick D. Hoppe; Micheal D. Despain
Subject: SAFER Grants

Tom: 
 
In reviewing the FEMA website, I see there were two categories of grants: 
 
 

 $335 million will support Fire and EMS Operations and Safety Grants, Firefighting and Emergency Vehicle Grants 
and Fire Prevention and Safety Grants 

 $335 million will support SAFER grants 
 
Question:  Did Lincoln apply for the 1st category, too, namely for Fire and EMS Operations, etc.? 
 
If not, why not. . .especially as the Mayor’s proposed budget specifically reflected the addition of 6 firefighter-
paramedics that were deemed to be most important? 
 
Jon 
 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: FW: SAFER Grants

From: Tom K. Casady  
Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2016 8:30 PM 
To: Jon Camp 
Cc: Mary M. Meyer; Mayor; Rick D. Hoppe; Micheal D. Despain 
Subject: RE: SAFER Grants 
 
Jon,   
 
Yes, we applied in both categories. The first is Assistance to Firefighters (AFG), and you can think of that category 
basically as "things." The second is Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER), which you can think of 
as "people." During this grant cycle we were denied on "things", and awarded on "people".  
 
Our AFG application this year sought to provide our personnel with ballistic protection vests which would be carried on 
the apparatus for rapid deployment as needed. As you probably know, there have been a number of incidents around the 
country where firefighters have been ambushed and killed, a growing number of mass-shooting/terrorism incidents, and a 
growing number of incidents in which firefighters respond to violent crime scenes, placing them at risk.  
 
Although we were denied this six-figure request during this funding cycle, we have been pretty successful with AFG in the 
past. We were awarded around $500K during the current Federal fiscal year (2015-16) for a "fire station alerting system"-
-a software and hardware system that improves response time by semi-automating the dispatch process. We are in the 
installation process at this time, and I think we will have some very impressive results to report as the next year unfolds. 
An AFG grant also funded a ladder truck just a few years ago (Truck 1), which was well over $500K.  
 
During the preceding Federal fiscal year (2014-15), we received an AFG grant of over $1 million to replace all of our self-
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA), which had reached the end of their service life. This was a big deal for us, as we 
would have been looking to fund this critical life-safety equipment with certificates of participation without the grant, 
which is how SCBA had been funded previously.  
 
To recap, in the last Federal grant cycle we received a nice AFG grant, but were denied a SAFER application. This year it 
was the reverse. 
 
I'm ball-parking the dollar amounts from home right now, but if you would like the precise application and award 
amounts, Chief Despain or I can get that for you tomorrow. Please let me know if you want the exact amounts.  
 
Tom 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Thomas C. Huston <thuston@clinewilliams.com>
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2016 9:46 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Neighborworks-  Appeal of Special Permit for Cooper Commons

 
Jon: 
 
I am representing Neighborworks Lincoln on its project designated as “Cooper Commons” 
proposed for the former Zion Church site at 9th & “D” Streets.  The Special Permit approved 
by the Planning Commission on August 3rd has been appealed to the city council by 3 
neighbors.  I wanted to give you some background on the matter. 
 

A.   NonIssues;  This appeal does not involve the typical disagreements we see in land 
use matters: 

1.   Traffic-  The ITE Trip Manual reflects that during the AM and PM Peak 
periods, residential use will generate 1 trip per hour per home.  This project 
would contain 7 homes which would thus generate 7 trips per hour,  or 
approximately one trip every 9 minutes; 

2.   Density-  This site was previously zoned R-6 but was downzoned in 2007 to 
the current R-4 zone, which would permit up to 10 homes as a matter of 
right.  This project proposes 7 homes as the proper balance to be consistent 
with the existing neighborhood and retain economic feasibility; and 

3.   Neighborhood Input-  Neighborworks conducted 7 meetings to which the 
neighbors were invited.  As part of neighbor input, Neighborworks modified 
the plans to incorporate the following changes to the project: 

         Home ownership:  the houses will be individually platted and the homes will be sold 
to individual residents.  These will not be rental units. 

         Moderate Income:  qualifying buyers will be in the 80 to 120% Area Median Income 
range and must qualify for financing 

         Green Space:  an outlot is being added to provide a gathering/recreational area for 
the owners 

         Garden:  a community garden space was added 
         Driveways:  Neighborworks committed to not install any driveways onto “D” or “E” 

Streets 
         Low Density:  Neighborworks committed to cap density at 7 homes 
         Off- Street Parking:  Each home will have 4 parking stalls, including a 2 stall garage 
         Design:  Neighborworks committed to include design features to blend the homes 

with the neighborhood, including porches 
         Maintenance:  Neighborworks will form an association of the owners charged with 

the responsibility for the maintenance of the association property 
 
 

B.   Other Issues:  The real issues could include: 
1.   Waivers-  the CUP includes multiple waiver requests.  However, the waiver 

requests are required to accommodate the following: 
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         Ownership:  In order to plat the individual lots for purchase, several waivers are 
required 

         Porches:  In order to add the front porches, a front yard waiver is requested 
         Green Space:  to achieve the green space, rear yard waivers were requested 

2.   Alley:  The neighbors are suggesting that the 7 homes use a driveway on 9th 
Street to gain access.  The site currently does not have a curb cut onto 9th 
Street and the City’s Access Management Policy would prohibit such a curb 
cut.  Access through the alley is the only other option. 

 
The project was unanimously recommended for approval by both the Historic Preservation 
Commission and the Planning Commission.  It was a surprise to Neighborworks that the 
project engendered any neighborhood opposition.  The neighbors who appealed the Special 
Permit participated in the process with Neighborworks and did not express any opposition 
until the hearing in front of the Planning Commission 
 
This project is the type of infill housing project described as an objective under LPlan 
2040.  It uses an existing vacant parcel, uses existing infrastructure, and provides 
affordable housing options to more residents of Lincoln. 
 
I ask for your support on Monday.  If you have any questions prior to the hearing Monday 
evening, please let me know. 
 
Tom 
 
 
Thomas C. Huston 
thuston@clinewilliams.com  

  
CLINE WILLIAMS  

 WRIGHT JOHNSON & OLDFATHER, L.L.P. 
233 South 13th Street 

1900 US Bank 
Lincoln NE  68508 

Phone: 402-474-6900/Direct:  402-479-7134 
Fax: 402-474-5393 

  
 
  
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and 
privileged information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by 
reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jon Camp
Subject:  FW: your no compromise budget

From: Orville Behrens [mailto:orvlcms53@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, August 28, 2016 5:16 PM 
To: Jon Camp 
Subject: Fwd: FW: your no compromise budget 
 

Councilman Camp: 
I sent Mayor Beutler a email also a week ago letting him know what 
I think of his budget, etc.  I got the following reply from Mr. Hoppe 
below.   
Sure, I can afford $20 a year more or whatever but like I mentioned; 
our taxes have gone up from $755 to $2201 from 1980 to 
present.  Do other cities operate this way.  Seems like with the 
Mayor "it's my way or hit the highway".  Lack of respect from him 
with the City Council and where is the transparency? 
Sincerely, 
Orville W. Behrens 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Rick D. Hoppe <RHoppe@lincoln.ne.gov> 
Date: Wed, Aug 24, 2016 at 10:46 AM 
Subject: FW: your no compromise budget 
To: "orvlcms53@gmail.com" <orvlcms53@gmail.com> 
Cc: Lin Quenzer <LQuenzer@lincoln.ne.gov> 
 

Mr. Behrens 

 I am Rick Hoppe, the Mayor’s Chief of Staff. 

 Thanks for writing. We really appreciate hearing what our residents are thinking. 

 I understand your opposition to taxes—no one likes paying them. Unfortunately, we are in a difficult situation at the 
City. Our revenues dropped by $1.7 million from the telecommunications tax due to industry changes that are beyond 
our control. The Police Fire pension needed a $1 million a year infusion of funds to meet our fiscal obligations.  In the 
next few years, the Emerald Ash Borer will destroy over 14,000 public trees that will need to be treated, removed, and 
replaced, a $29 million challenge. Those circumstances created the need for a small property tax increase. 

 I want to assure you that we are not opposed to finding cuts and finding efficiencies.  At one point, Mayor Beutler had 
cut over 160 jobs from the City. Even today, there are 100 fewer employees at City Hall then before Mayor Beutler took 
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office.  The Mayor believes we did “right size” the budget. He is concerned that additional cuts will threaten programs 
and services that Lincoln residents tell us are important to our quality of life and economic growth. 

 I know my comments won’t change your mind, but I appreciate the opportunity to explain our thinking.  

 Thanks again for writing. Have a good day. 



Covering Up the Pension Crisis 
States and actuaries are trying to stifle debate about the growing 

shortfall in fund assets. 
By  
STEVE MALANGA 
 
WALL STREET JOURNAL 
Aug. 25, 2016 6:39 p.m. ET 

119 COMMENTS 

Plunging investment returns have sent debt soaring in state and local pension funds and 

prompted new financial concerns. Meanwhile, a debate has broken out about whether these 

pension funds are accurately measuring their obligations. Though the issues might seem arcane, 

the stakes are high for taxpayers who might have to bail out these funds and for public 

employees who rely on them for retirement. 

On Aug. 1, the American Academy of Actuaries and the Society of Actuaries shut down a 14-

year-old task force on pension financing when several members were about to publish a paper 

that found many state and local retirement systems calculate their obligations using overly 

optimistic future rates of return. The authors want states and municipalities to adopt new 

valuation standards that would make projecting the cost of future benefits more predictable. 

The problem is that this change would also make many public pension funds seem far more 

indebted than they are under current standards. Such a change would produce more pressure on 

politicians to boost funding and cut benefits.One of the task-force members, Edward 

Bartholomew, blasted the AAA and the SOA in an interview with the trade publication Pensions 

& Investments. “This paper [is] being censored,” he said. “They didn’t want it to get out.” In 

a memo about the controversy, the AAA and SOA said they intended to block any attempt by 

task-force members to publish their work independently because that would be “inappropriate.” 

PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES/IKON IMAGES 



The spat is part of a growing fight over how governments measure the value of pension assets. 

Private-sector retirement funds follow guidelines set by the Financial Accounting Standards 

Board. But states and municipalities follow voluntary rules from the Government Accounting 

Standards Board. 

One crucial difference is that private pension systems must project the future growth of their 

assets using a conservative “risk-free” rate of return based on U.S. Treasurys, but public pension 

funds can adopt a higher rate. The difference, compounded over time, can account for enormous 

variations in pension asset calculations. 

Government pension funds on average estimate they will earn 7.6% a year on their portfolios, 

according to a survey by the National Association of State Retirement Administrators. Using that 

number, the funds say they are currently about $1 trillion short of the money they will need to 

fund pension credits that workers have already earned. But if pension systems were required to 

use a riskless rate, currently below 3%, the shortfall would soar to more than $3 trillion. 

Government officials have long argued that they should be allowed to employ the higher number 

because governments don’t go out of business the way private companies do. That gives states 

and municipalities a much longer window to recover from bad investments. 

The problem is that the arbitrary nature of the valuation standards allows elected officials to 

pressure pension systems to adopt overly optimistic assumptions, which can make offering new 

benefits to public workers seem more affordable and more attractive. 

As Jeremy Gold, one author of the task-force paper, said in a September speech: “Consistent 

lowballing of pension costs over the past two decades has made it easy for elected officials and 

union representatives to agree on very valuable benefits, for very much smaller current pay 

concessions.” 

But when pension funds fail to deliver on these lofty projections—as many across the country 

have in the past decade—pension debt soars. According to a July 2015 report by the Pew 

Charitable Trusts, since 2005 the unfunded liabilities reported by state pension systems have 



risen by nearly threefold from $339 billion to nearly $1 trillion thanks in part to investment 

shortfalls. 

Some actuaries say they’ve been reluctant to speak up about optimistic valuations because they 

could lose their jobs. When the Montana state pension system sought to hire new actuaries in 

2009, it issued guidelines stating that any firm arguing that government pension funds should 

adopt more conservative valuation standards “may be disqualified from further consideration.” A 

May 2009editorial in Pensions & Investments noted that there had been rumors for years of 

similar “threats” by other pension systems to prevent firms “from expressing their reasoned 

positions on unsettled issues.” 

Yet as the government pension crisis widens, more voices like those on the task force are calling 

for reform. Meanwhile, firms working for government pension systems now face a different kind 

of pressure—in the courts. In 2014 retirees of bankrupt Detroit sued Gabriel, Roeder, Smith & 

Co., the actuary for the city’s pension, contending that the firm’s accounting helped the city’s 

pension trustees cover up problems in the plan’s finances that resulted in benefit cuts to workers. 

The litigation is pending. 

The public dispute over accounting standards is a signal to taxpayers, retirees and political 

reformers that fundamental flaws remain in how pensions measure their finances. The beginning 

of the end of this crisis won’t arrive until more reasonable, less risky standards are in place. 

Mr. Malanga is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute. 
 
 

 
Rachel Glyn1 hour ago 
None of this surprises me. I used to be a pension actuary. In the 1980's, when I questioned the use of a 
7.5% interest rate for present value calculations over the  next 7-8 decades, my supervisor said we 
would never return to the days of mere 3% interest rates. 
The Society made actuarial students go through overly difficult exams with disproportionate emphasis 
on memorization of trivia rather than understanding of concepts. But the value of any actuary is to 
calculate the true costs of insurance, including defined benefit pension plans. I'm glad so many actuaries 
in the SOA and AAA are trying to get the truth out, and it's a disgrace that the organizations are trying to 
suppress them. It's a great disservice to the public to understate the cost of public pension plans, and 
plays right up to the schemes of slimy politicians who want to look like heroes when they raise benefits.  



 
Jennifer N. Owens1 hour ago 
There's no "debate".  Public employee pension funds do not accurately report their obligations. They 
also use completely unrealistic expected rates of return to keep the outlook rosy. They are not held to 
the same accounting/reporting standards as private pension funds.   

It's all a scam to hide the true levels of insolvency from the taxpayers and thus, keep politicians in office. 

The public pension bubble bursting will make the housing bubble look very small.  There is not enough 
tax revenue in the country to cover all public pension/benefits obligations. 

Sooner or later, you really do run out of other people's money. 
 

 
Tally Lykins3 hours ago 
Too many people in power don't want honest discussion about this issue. Politicians don't want 
taxpayers to know just how much they will need to pay to meet shortfalls. Current government 
employees don't want taxpayers to know that the shortfalls are growing, because if the public knew, 
there would be pressure to reduce government employment, payrolls, compensation and pension 
payouts.   
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Donald Murray <donald@kuehls.com>
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2016 8:34 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Question regarding Lincoln Wheel Tax

Donald A Murray 
5100 Locust St, 
Lincoln, NE 68516 

8/21/2016 

Council Member Jon Camp 
Representative of District 2 
Nebraska City Council 
555 S 10th St, Room 111, 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

  

Dear Mr. Camp, 

I am writing to you today regarding the wheel tax in Lincoln involving classic cars. Last month I received my 
second year registration renewal reminder for my 1969 Chevelle and was shocked to discover that the wheel tax 
was nearly three times the amount of the vehicle registration!  

I am aware of classic/historical registration and insurance but wanted to know if anyone has contemplated 
creating classic vehicle wheel tax for those of us who own these types of vehicles and use them less than 1,000 
miles per year on the public road system. I find it strange that I pay the same amount in wheel tax for my daily 
driven vehicle as I do for my classic/collector vehicle which gets used substantially less. Once again, I wanted 
to know if the Nebraska Legislature had ever contemplated creating a special wheel tax involving classic 
vehicles. 

Thank you for your time. 

  

Sincerely, 

Donald A Murray 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Question regarding Lincoln Wheel Tax

Importance: High

From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2016 11:33 AM 
To: donald@kuehls.com 
Cc: Steve D. Hubka 
Subject: FW: Question regarding Lincoln Wheel Tax 
Importance: High 
 
Donald: 
 
Thanks for your email.  First, the wheel tax is levied by the City of Lincoln.  Second, I think you make a good point, 
namely a special category for antique vehicles.  Already there are classifications for sizes of vehicles and the only 
arguments I could foresee against a special antique/classic category are (1) that some people might drive that vehicle 
daily, and (2) loss of wheel tax revenue on the classic vehicles. 
 
In response to those arguments, for the first argument, once a vehicle is older than 25-30 years, I suspect such a vehicle 
is not operable unless it is a classic.  For the second argument, one would merely need to register with the State of 
Nebraska and thereafter no wheel tax would be due—perhaps “50% of something is better than 100% of nothing” as the 
old saying goes.   
 
I will do some research on this matter and am including our Finance Director, Steve Hubka, on this email. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 

JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838 
Cell:            402.560.1001 
 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Mary Herres <maryherres@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2016 7:14 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Budget

I am writing to back the decision of the Mayor to veto the budget you voted in favor of and passed. I think that your 
inability to have an eye on the future of this city is irresponsible, and what really is disappointing is your affiliation with 
Coby Mach and his dictating the republican way of not compromising on matters with this City. The emerald ash borer 
needs to be dealt with NOW. I grew up on Woodsdale Blvd and remember all to well the devastation of all the elm trees 
in this city. Obviously you have chosen to put this out of your mind.   Passing the buck down the road is a cop out. You 
want to save money, get rid of the stupid islands that cost a lot, are detrimental to small business and really don't have 
that much effect on safety. Dodge Street in Omaha is a perfect example. I would love to see a cost analysis on how much 
in savings their would be getting rid of this road policy.  Mary Herres 2840 S. 33 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Mary M. Meyer

Subject: Budget

From: Jon Camp [mailto:joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2016 12:27 PM 
To: maryherres@gmail.com 
Subject: FW: Budget 
 
Mary 
 
Thanks for your email.  You made some good comments. . .except for your political commentary.  My focus on budgets 
for the past 18 years has been with an eye to the future.  Example:  the police and firefighters pension plan which has 
enormous budget challenges with its underfunding.  As you know, during these past years I have advocated greater 
funding and fortunately have seen some increased funding but not nearly enough.   
 
The City Council Adopted Budget substantially compromised and provided nearly all of Mayor Beutler's requests.  There 
is significant room within the budget for the Mayor to shift funds at his pleasure and meet the needs. 
 
Regarding Emerald Ash Borer. . .the Council Adopted Budget includes about 75% of what Mayor Beutler requested.  
However, the City Council has never received a completed mission statement nor plan of attack other than this is a "$29 
million problem."  We have no idea how that figure was calculated.  I, too, remember the elm tree blight and am very 
supportive of reasonable efforts to combat EAB but not with an open checkbook and lack of an invoice for the cost. 
 
Regarding street medians, we are in COMPLETE agreement.  Please tell the Mayor and his Public Works staff you do not 
want medians.  They are snow plow targets, difficult to maintain, take up land--as Jonathan Cook recommended years 
ago, center share turn lanes are very effective. 
 
I also encourage you to view our curbs, streets and storm water in-lets. . .you will observe tremendous deterioration due 
to (1) failure to seal joints thereby allowing moisture penetration, (2) snow plow damage, and (3) "concrete spalling" 
revealing the rebar, especially in storm sewer inlets, which is the result of items 1 and 2 plus the use of brine 
applications which immediately penetrate concrete and keep the freezing temperature lower thereby allowing 
additional moisture penetration. 
 
Thanks for reading my response.  Lincoln has some fiscal challenges ahead and only through prudent and careful 
allocation of our financial resources will we be able satisfy these needs. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Lincoln City Council 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street; P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
 
Office:       402.474.1838/402.474.1812 
Fax:            402.474.1838; Cell:  402.560.1001 
Email:         joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Rodney Vlcek <hotrod1631@icloud.com>
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2016 10:00 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Mayor Beutler's Budget Veto

Lincoln City Council Members, 
 
Please Support Mayor Beutler's veto of this current budget and let all the citizens know that Lincoln is a top ten city for a
reason under Mayor Beutler! ( along with certain city council members past & present! ). Organizations like LIBA care 
little about all of Lincoln and only about how this budget is going to affect them and their pocketbook! The membership 
of LIBA should be ashamed of their current leadership! There is a reason that Mayor Beutler was re-elected for a 3rd 
term and I hope with this budget going forward, we can look to a possible 4th term! So again, please Support Mayor 
Beutler's veto and let's move Lincoln forward and in the right direction as in the past! 
 
Sincerely, 
Rodney Vlcek 
1631 Benton St. 
Lincoln, NE. 68521 
402-525-1563 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Wayne Boles <WBOLES@telesis-inc.com>
Sent: Sunday, August 28, 2016 4:25 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Open Data Initiative

Congratulations, Leirion and Trent, for your Open Data Initiative! 
  
You are moving all of us forward. 
  
Very sincerely, 
  
Wayne  
  
E. Wayne Boles 
TELESIS, INC. | DATA SECURITY, INC. | LAZLO, INC.. , 729 Q Street, Lincoln, NE 68508 
Main:402.434.5959  Direct:402.434.5973  Fax:402.434.3291 wboles@telesis-inc.com 
Lazlo's Brewery & Grill | FireWorks Restaurant | Empyrean Brewing Co. 
www.telesis-inc.com 
  
Please consider the environment before printing this email.  
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Mary M. Meyer

From: randygerke@windstream.net
Sent: Sunday, August 28, 2016 10:40 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: I support the Mayors veto.

Get over the partisan voting and continue to move this city forward Randy Gerke 
1625 Burr 
Lincoln, 68502 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Sunday, August 28, 2016 10:46 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Jean Eileen Durgin-Clinchard 
Address:  638 N 25th St. 
City:     Lincoln 
 
Phone:    4024353317 
Fax:       
Email:    jeaneileen@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Please SUPPORT the veto of the budget,do not override it.  
 
As a property owning senior on a fixed income, retired ftom Lincoln Public Schools. I appreciate the need and value in 
maintaining property,even when it costs a little more, in order to live in pride in your surroundings,  as well as the sheer 
necessity of maintenence.   
 
Sincerely yours 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2016 8:14 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Jodi Delozier 
Address:  2330 ridge road 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68512 
 
Phone:    402-420-6186 
Fax:       
Email:    jodidelozier@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I am writing to the council in regard to the proposed Costco development on the NW corner of 14th and Pine Lake Road. 
I have resided behind Scott Middle School for 18 years and have seen an enormous amount of development in 
southwest Lincoln.  Although we have our larger stores (Shopko, Super Saver, and South Point Mall, it is predominantly 
residential west of Ridge and Pine Lake Road save the strip mall on south 14th. Keep in mind there is also an elementary 
school, middle school, and high school all within a mile of each other. I point this out because the traffic in this part of 
town is horrendous; it was not the wisest decision to place all three schools within such close proximity of each other.  
Be that as it may, I suggest that the Council seriously consider denying Costco a permit to build on Pine Lake Road, and 
suggest they look further south on 14th or even on Yankee Hill Road east of 27th Street. Further adding to the 
congestion and erecting yet another Big Box store is not why we and many others built South Lincoln. 
 
Furthermore, it has come to the attention of many residents in this part of town that our opinions are no longer being 
seriously considered. Walmart was pushed through on south 27th Street and the Knolls country club was allowed to sell 
a large section of their property to a retirement facility.  Losing that green space was a blow to not only Knolls' residents 
but to many neighborhoods in close proximity to the country club.  Although a public hearing is dutifully held, our 
concerns and worries are typically discounted.  We live here, our children walk to school here, and we are greatly 
impacted by City Council decisions.  There is much anger and resentment building over this proposal and I ask the 
Council to seriously consider denying this proposed development.  I welcome any calls or emails to discuss this issue 
further.  Thank-you. Jodi Delozier 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Nancy Carr <nancyfcarr@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2016 1:00 PM
To: Jon Camp; Roy A. Christensen; Carl B. Eskridge; Trenton J. Fellers; Leirion Gaylor Baird; 

Cyndi Lamm; Jane Raybould
Cc: Mayor
Subject: City Budget

Dear City Council Members, 
 
I was very pleased with the City Council budget.  Those members voting 
for this budget are duly elected representatives and are faithfully 
representing the interests of the people of Lincoln and their 
constituents.  The Mayor seems to be representing his own interests in 
these contentions with the Council, and not seeking a resolution in the 
interests of all.  I consider his veto to be another example of petty behavior 
on his part (like hiding the grant money from the Council and the veto of 
the recycling ordinance)--if he doesn't get his way, he will try to force the 
issue from his position of autocracy as Mayor, using deceit and fraud if 
necessary and threatening to take it to court!  Let's have an end to the 
immature tantrums and get on with the business of the city.  Stand your 
ground and move on from his dramatics. 
  
Respectfully, 
Nancy Carr 
 
Cell: 402-304-2769   
6900 Ash Hollow Lane   
Lincoln, NE 68516 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Cory Hoagstrom <cbhoagy@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, August 26, 2016 9:34 AM
To: Leirion Gaylor Baird; Trenton J. Fellers; Roy A. Christensen; Carl B. Eskridge; Cyndi 

Lamm; Jane Raybould; Jon Camp
Subject: Budget

Dear Council Members, 
 
 
I am writing this email because I am tired of the nasty way the council and mayor are behaving. Is that what this city has 
come too.  It’s bad enough when we have to see this behavior on our national stage.  In Nebraska I thought we are above 
pettiness of this type of politics.  Please understand I realize you have a lot of differing views and a very difficult 
job.  However, this city and state has lost their way.  
 
We make decisions with our party affiliation instead of what is in the best interest of ALL constituents in this city; not just a 
few or the one.  Lincoln is a great place to live however, as a financial planner I see a lot of my clients leaving the state 
because of the high taxes and lack of services. We have increased our cell phone taxes, sales taxes, property taxes and 
all the city government wants is more. The transparency of this mayor and city council has been very hard to deal with. 
 
There have been a few bright spots, but it seems to me it’s the mayor’s way or the highway. That is not how government 
is supposed to work.  One thing the mayor and the city council must realize is that its government for the people, not for 
the mayor.  I urge you to override the mayor’s veto and not raise taxes for the 3rd year straight.  
The lavish spending must stop.  We need to focus on needs of the city. Government is responsible for the following: 
infrastructure, safety and giving small businesses opportunities to grow and employ more people which in turn grows the 
city and increase money the government can use to spend.  If all you do is increase taxes, it stifles growth.  All of you 
should know this, however, I fear some have forgotten it. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
 
Cory Hoagstrom 
 
402-202-8310 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Lyle Vannier <lyle.vannier@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, August 27, 2016 8:03 AM
To: leiriongaylorbaird@lincoln.ne.gov; Jane Raybould; Carl B. Eskridge; Jon Camp; Cyndi 

Lamm; Roy A. Christensen; Trenton J. Fellers
Cc: Mayor
Subject: City 2017-2018 Budget

 
As a 45 year resident of Lincoln, I am urging you to support the Mayor's Budget. 
  
The Mayor has made a convincing argument setting forth City needs and responsibilities.  His budget 
will continue the health and well being of the City with adequate and entirely appropriate funding and 
tax proposals. 
  
As a growing community, we have a responsibility to continue to maintain and improve streets and 
transportation services, our police and fire departments, our city parks and all of our city infrastructure 
that makes Lincoln such a desirable place to live. 
  
We also have a responsibility as citizens to fully and currently fund the cost of services and benefits 
we all enjoy.  The Mayors property tax increase is certainly the most practical and responsible 
required funding.  As a practical matter, a $17 increase in property tax for a $150,000 property is not 
unreasonable.  
  
The City Council is ostensibly a nonpartisan body.  Unfortunately, partisan politics and the general 
underlying fiscal persuasion of the Republican Party seems to have become a problem in City 
administration.   
  
There is a conservative ideological agenda of limited government and, and a conviction that 
government can best be controlled buy simply cutting funding.  At the federal level, the result is a 
$19.3 trillion dollar National Debt.  Do not let this irresponsible attitude override our civic 
responsibilities.   
  
Do the right thing, support the Mayor's Budget. 
  
Thanks...Lyle Vannier, 7421 Osage Ct., Lincoln, NE 68506 
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EVANGELICAL WESLEYAN CHURCH
3227 Hitchcock St.
Lincoln, NE 68503

Sunday 10 AM Sunday School
 11 AM Morning Service
 7 PM Evening Service
Wednesday 7 PM Evening Service
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 Children’s Bible Club
 SONG  STORIES  CRAFTS
 Transportation available
 402-464-6493

Pastor: Rev. Ed Ziegler
Call: (402) 464-6493

For Prayer or Information

If you’re looking for a good book, check out the Bookmobile. 
It comes to the Clinton Neighborhood every other 
Wednesday. The Lied Bookmobile is Lincoln City Libraries’ 
way of bringing books, videos and other library materials 
into neighborhoods, especially those that lack a branch 
library. 
The bookmobile has several regular stops in the Clinton-
Hartley-Hawley neighborhoods. The newest addition is 
Cedars Northbridge, north of 27th and Holdrege streets. 
Upcoming dates (alternate Wednesdays) are: Sept. 7 & 21; 
Oct. 5 & 19; and Nov. 2, 16 & 30. 
Locations and times of service:
Cedars Northbridge, 1533 N. 27th St., 10 -11 am
Peter Pan Park, 33rd and X, 11:30-12:30 pm
The Victorian, 2501 Q (east side of bldg.), 2:15-3 pm
Clinton School, 29th and Holdrege, 3:15-4:30 pm
Matt Talbot Kitchen & 
              Outreach, 2121 N. 27th St., 4:45-5:30 pm

For more information, visit www.lincolnlibraries.org, click 
on “Locations and Hours,” then “Lied Bookmobile.”

2016 Streets Alive! 
Event Celebrates Neighborhoods, Fun, Fitness, and Good Health

Fes  val favorite back in new loca  on
Streets Alive! is back! On September 25th, from 1-5 PM, 
one of the city’s favorite outdoor movement festivals 
brings the streets to life in a new location. Partnership for 
a Healthy Lincoln (HealthyLincoln.org) again sponsors 
the celebration of health, wellness, and fi tness that lets 
the community walk, stroll, skate, bike, or even dance 
their way down a 2 mile traffi  c-free stretch of the city.
Family, kid, pet and wheelchair friendly, Streets Alive! is a 
free outdoor event that entertains, informs and engages 
people of all ages and abilities. Streets Alive! promotes 
physical activity and healthy living, encouraging people 
to turn off  their screens, go outdoors, and get moving. 
Drawing 4,000 – 6,000 visitors every year, Streets Alive! 
off ers free health resources in a fun and interactive way. 
The streets will be lined with exhibitors interspersed with 
entertainers you can sing or dance along with, and fi tness 
demonstrations that provide an opportunity to try anything 
from Zumba to Martial Arts. Kids even have a chance to 
win a free Streets Alive! t-shirt by completing diff erent 
fi tness activities.                                        Continued on page 3

Politeness is an inexpensive way to making friends
-William Feather
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 Redevelopment Opportunities Identifi ed by Marti Lee
December 2015, Hanna:Keelan Associates completed work on The 
Study of Housing Opportunities/Solutions in Clinton and Hartley 
Neighborhoods as well as the N. 27th St. Corridor. After gathering 
and analyzing data, holding public meetings, and conducting 
surveys, the fi nal plan identifi ed action plans recommended for 
each of these areas.
The Clinton data showed a potential of 70 new housing 
units, more than 600 homes rehabbed and 72 demolished.  
Hartley data indicated the potential for 130 new housing, 
more than 250 homes rehabbed and 32 demolished. 
In Clinton, the housing rehab target area was bounded by 
Holdrege and Starr Streets. Between 32nd and 33rd St. as well as 
the fringe redevelopment between 30th and 32nd between Y St. and 
Overland Trail.
Redevelopment opportunities along the N. 27th St. corridor 
included the vacant Salvation Army building at Y St.; the “Dairy 
Bea” between Starr and Holdrege, Pentzer Village between 
Holdrege, Clinton, and Potter St.; “Chubbyville” at Pear St., and 
additional “Hartley Flats” apartments at S St.
A task force of community stakeholders including NeighborWorks 
Lincoln staff , city staff , planners, and developers continue to meet, 
working on implementation of these recommendations.  
To view the plan, visit www.nwlincoln.org/ housing-study-clinton-
hartley-neighborhoods-2/.

Kris Humphrey, Engineering Services, Public Works & Utilities
The construction status of these projects may be outdated by the 
time your publication is issued. The current status of projects in 
design and construction can be found at Lincoln.ne.gov keyword: 
projects. A listing and map of street closures can be found at 
Lincoln.ne.gov keyword: closure. Projects that are currently in 
design do not have specifi c construction dates assigned yet, but 
we will update the website when more detailed information is 
known and will hold pre-construction open houses prior to actual 
construction on most of those projects. 
27th St. Corridor Construction – Construction includes repairing/
removing and replacing deteriorated concrete panels, joints and 
curbs; and sealing joints and cracks. Also includes removing and 
replacing damaged storm sewer inlet tops, curb ramps that do not 
meet Federal and local standards, and reconstruction of traffi  c 
signal elements impacted by the work. The Contractor, TCW, is 
currently working on paving repairs in both the northbound and 
southbound inside lanes as well as completing median curb 
repairs. They have completed most of the paving repairs in the 
27th & Holdrege area but there were a few which could not be 
completed in conjunction with the other work in the area due to 
their locations and the required phasing needed. They need to 
complete the ramp replacements on the NW & SW corners of 
27th & Holdrege. The contractor is planning to continue working 
towards the south in both inside lanes to Alpha St.  The project 
should be completed around the end of August.
Vine St. Construction – This project consists of milling and 
overlaying the existing street with new asphalt. The concrete 
base, curb, and medians will be repaired as necessary. Sidewalk 
curb ramps will be reconstructed to meet ADA requirements at 
all intersections. The intersection of 33rd & Vine Street will be 
reconstructed using concrete pavement and the asphalt pavement 
in the westbound lanes of Vine Street between 46th Street and 
45th Street will be replaced with concrete pavement. The asphalt 
in the intersection of 48th & Vine Street will be reconstructed using 
concrete pavement. The Contractor, MTZ, has completed the work 
on the three intersections which required complete closures, 33rd, 
45th & 48th intersections. Once the concrete repairs are complete 
the north and south outside lanes of Vine St. from 27th to 33rd will 
be milled and resurfaced. The lane closures will then be switched 
putting traffi  c on the outside lanes allowing the MTZ to mill and 
overlay the inside lanes. 
33rd Street, Holdrege to Huntington – This project consists of 
replacing failing storm sewer pipes and rehabilitating the street 
with base repairs, inlet top replacement, and a mill & overlay. 
Design is currently proceeding and construction is scheduled for 
2017. 
27th Street Rehabilitation, Holdrege to Fletcher – This is a federally 
funded rehabilitation project currently under design and scheduled 
for 2017 construction. The project would consist of replacing or 
repairing concrete panels, joints, median surfacing, and curbs 
within the street that are deteriorated. Areas of the project with 
asphalt paving will be evaluated and determined if replacement 
with full depth pavement is warranted. Any manholes or utilities 
that are located within a repair area would be adjusted to grade, 
as needed. Any damaged or deteriorated inlets (tops) would be 
replaced. All construction would be within the existing right-of-way. 
The project may include repairs at the intersection of Cornhusker 
Highway and 27th Street and at the intersection of Superior and 

27th Street, as needed. The project does not include any work 
on structures (bridges or culverts) within the project limits. The 
project is scheduled to take place in 2017 and is anticipated to be 
completed with lane closures allowing at least one lane of traffi  c 
in each direction.
33rd & Cornhusker – This major Railroad Transportation Safety 
District (RTSD) project has completed a Preliminary and 
Environmental Linkages study (PEL) to identify any fatal fl aws 
and identify potential transportation solutions to reduce delay 
and improve safety, mobility, and multi-modal use along the rail 
corridor between 27th and 48th streets. The PEL is currently under 
fi nal review and the RTSD will continue to discuss the project 
with key agencies over the next months. The next phase of the 
project, preliminary engineering and environmental investigation, 
is anticipated to begin in 2017 and will take 2-4 years to 
complete. Formal coordination and communication with the public 
will continue once the design phase is underway, but please feel 
free to contact Kris Humphrey at (402) 326-1176 in the meantime 
with any questions or comments



Streets Alive! continued from page 1
Hosted this year by the Clinton, Hartley, and East Campus 
Neighborhoods, the new route includes sections of the 
Mo-Pac Trail, Peter Pan and Idylwild Parks, and the new 
City Impact campus.  This year’s route will also include:

 Pop-up bike lanes - for pedestrian free biking
 Infl atable bounce houses, including an obstacle 

course for kids   
 Lincoln Lightning - tween and teen roller derby 

league skating basics and fi tness demonstration on 
53’ x 88’ track

 Traveling hydration stations - to quench your thirst 
all along the route

 Farmer’s Markets - fresh locally grown produce
 Music and Fun - Tuna Fish Jones, Less Talk More 

Polka, and the String Beans are back
 Local Food Trucks – great delicious and healthy 

foods to choose from
 Nursing Stations - private breastfeeding tent for 

nursing moms
 Fitness Stages – off ering all kinds of fun 

opportunities to join in
If you’d like to be part of Streets 
Alive! as a volunteer, entertainer, 
exhibitor, or sponsor, contact 
Ashley Carlson, Health Promotions 
Coordinator at acarlson@healthylincoln.
org or call 402-430-9940. 
Partnership for a Healthy Lincoln is a non-profi t organization 
dedicated to improving the health, wellness, and fi tness 
of Lincoln and Lancaster County residents. Visit www.
HealthyLincoln.org for more information.
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1005 “O” Street in Lincoln 
Lincoln and Lancaster County seniors and their families 
are encouraged to contact Aging Partners for assistance, 
counseling and other resources available to help deal 
with issues they encounter along their aging journey. The 
agency’s mission is to enhance daily living, expand personal 
choices and educate the community in an eff ort to ensure 
the independence and full life of the people they serve. The 
information provided about benefi ts and services for seniors 
is unbiased and individualized. 
The multitude of services Aging 
Partners off ers includes:
 Financial, insurance, Social 

Security, Medicare and 
Medicaid information, as 
well as individual assistance in accessing benefi ts. Care planning developed and implemented in an 
individualized, client-driven manner. A Medicaid Waiver program based on a belief that 
people with care needs should have options for 
receiving services. After thorough needs identifi cation 
and service planning, eligible persons are off ered 
the choice of receiving home and community-based 
services or entering a nursing home. Information and assistance that helps seniors avoid 
becoming the victim of abuse or neglect. Aging Partners 
staff  assists clients by helping identify scams, fraud and 
fi nancial exploitation. Caregiving resources including respite, fi nancial and in-
home service information. Lifeline personal emergency response system, Home 
Handyman and transportation resources.  The Foster Grandparent volunteer program. Health and Fitness program resources, including 
the fi tness center located at 233 S. 10th Street. 
Health clinics, screenings and education 
presentations are also available. Senior Center activities that provide a 
great opportunity for seniors to socialize 
and get involved in a variety of activities.  Meals at senior centers are planned by 
a registered dietitian. Other meal options 
such as sack lunches, meals-to-go and 
home-delivered, are also available.

Information and referral staff  is available from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays to provide referrals, 
counseling and care management services 
for older adults, their families and caregivers. 
Those who qualify or who have questions about 
whether or not they qualify, are urged to call 
402-441-7070. More information is available at 
aging.lincoln.ne.gov.

Words once printed assume a life of their own.   -Wilma Askinas
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One of the best ways to build trust and understanding 
between citizens and the police is for both sides to sit down 
together and have a good talk.
That’s the goal of a series of “community conversations” 
with the Lincoln Police Department spearheaded by 
Encouragement Unlimited Inc. The fi rst meeting held 
in late June at the Salvation Army Community Center 
drew more than 25 participants who met Lincoln Police 
Chief Jeff  Bliemeister and others from LPD. “It was an 
opportunity to talk with the police to get to know them 
better, to understand their basic philosophy and what they 
do,” said John Harris, leader of 
Encouragement Unlimited and a 
Clinton Neighborhood resident. 
“What the police need is 
cooperation,” he said. “They 
would prefer not to have to use 
force. They want citizens to give good information so that 
they can enforce the law. They want people to be observant 
and keep their eyes open, to help the police do their job.” 
Harris hopes that building rapport and understanding 
between citizens and the police will help avoid confrontations 
as have happened in other places. The eff ort is part of a 
“No More, Not Here” antiviolence campaign which started 
after the killing of Dwayne Greer in 2011. He described the 
campaign as a pro-active eff ort to educate people about 
ways to curb violence and violent behavior. 
Harris founded Encouragement Unlimited in 2002 as a 
community service to enhance the quality of life for people 
locally and nationally. 
A second community conversation was scheduled July 
21 at the Belmont Recreation Center and a third in mid-
August at the F Street Recreation Center.  

To fi nd out about further events this fall, 
visit www.nomorenothere.webs.com 

or contact Harris by phone at 402-309-9411. 

Area residents pitched in June 4 to make the annual Clinton 
Neighborhood Cleanup a big success. 
Three big roll-off  dumpsters were fi lled with trash and rubble 
for the city landfi ll. This year’s haul included eight sofas, two 
sinks, a toilet, a hot tub, old mattresses, scrap lumber and 
lots of miscellaneous junk.
In addition, a local metal hauler took scrap metal, air 
conditioners and a freezer for recycling. More than 250 tires 
were collected and taken by volunteers to T.O Haas Tire for 
disposal. This year tires were accepted only from people 
who had proof of Clinton neighborhood residence.
We want to thank Senator Adam Morfeld and City Council 
member Leirion Gaylor Baird for contributing their time to 
help with the cleanup. The annual event is made possible 
through a grant from Keep Lincoln and Lancaster County 
Beautiful, plus donations from local residents.
Special thanks and recognition go to Gloria and Robert 
Eddins, who have worked diligently each year for the past 
many years to make the cleanup happen.



 Monday:                 Closed
 Tuesday-Thursday: 2:30pm – 9:00pm
 Friday: 2:30pm – 12:00am
 Saturday: Noon – 12:00am
 Sunday: Noon – 5:00pm
 Skate School: Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.-noon.
An adjacent store, Precision Skateboards sells 
skateboards, helmets, clothing and supplies.  
For skatepark and Skate School prices and rentals, visit 
www.thebay.org. 

By Bob Reeves
Adults, kids and teens from north Lincoln neighborhoods 
and as far away as Omaha enjoyed games, free food and 
fun at a community block party in late June at The Bay, 2005 
Y St. The event was organized by Mosaic, a ministry for 
families and youth in the Clinton Neighborhood and north 
central Lincoln.
The block party was a kick-off  for a new coff ee house and 
music venue at The Bay, which has an indoor skateboard 
park in a restored warehouse. The skatepark is open 
Tuesday through Sunday year round and is constantly 
in use. Now another part of the warehouse has been 
remodeled into a coff ee house with a large stage for 
music groups and audience space for up to 150 people. 
Art work on coff ee house walls and the building front is by 
Wes Sam-Bruce of Greeley, CO. 
During the opening weekend, the new concert venue 
spotlighted several popular bands, including Evan Bartels 
and The Stoney Lonesomes and Oketo from Nebraska and 
nationally-acclaimed band Gates from New Jersey. Future 
concerts, on Saturdays or Sundays throughout the year, 
will feature a range of music appealing to families, teens 
and children, said Shayne Pearson, program staff er for The 
Bay. Ticket prices will vary, but they’ll do everything they 
can to keep them aff ordable, he said. For a current concert 
schedule, visit www.thebay.org.
Friday evenings will be open mic nights, giving teens and 
younger kids a place to share their talents.
The Bay is also developing a community outreach center 
that will have monthly distributions of free food and clothing, 
job training, mentoring, counseling and other services 
depending on people’s needs. 
At the June block party, kids got their faces painted, chowed 
down on burgers, and wore themselves out jumping through 
a bounce house and infl ated slide. Older kids practiced 
skating stunts and families worked together making paper 
fl owers and other fancy crafts. 
One quick but exciting highlight was the pie-eating contest. 
A dozen or so hungry contestants--mostly kids—took their 
places around a long table. In front of each was a big 
chocolate pie. At the signal, they all dived in, plunging face-
fi rst into gooey goodness. No hands—only mouths and 
tongues—were allowed. After only a minute or so, victors 
were announced. The two top winners, their faces dripping 
with whipped cream and pudding, were: fi rst place, Adam 
Hanseling, an adult from Lincoln; second place, Nyabuay 
Chockchock, a fi fth-grader from Omaha. 

Mosaic began off ering church services on Sunday evenings 
at The Bay more than a year ago, but soon discovered that 
the way to bring in people from the surrounding neighborhood 
was to off er fun activities, classes and assistance with family 
needs. Now, every Sunday at 5 p.m. they have a shared 
meal and open conversation where residents can share 
stories about good things that are happening in their lives, 
and where they could use a little help. Sunday evenings 
are also the hub of kids and teen programming, off ering 
opportunities for leadership and spiritual growth.
Bill Radtke, pastor of Mosaic at The Bay, said the ministry 
has sponsored several block parties and has many other 
activities planned to bring families together for fellowship 
and fun. They’re considering renting another building next 
door for after-school programming and teen nights, he said. 
“We love the Clinton Neighborhood, we love the diversity, 
we love the people,” he said. 
Mosaic volunteers help with The Bay’s art and 
music programs, coff ee house, food distribution and 
other programs, with a goal of building a positive 
community in central Lincoln. According to its website 
www.mosaiclincoln.org, “we recognize that we live in a 
diverse world, and when we come together and God’s light 
shines through us, we become a beautiful Mosaic.” 
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In your own backyard of Clinton, there is an oasis of international markets teeming with specialty foods, fruits, vegetables, and all kinds of gifts waiting to be discovered. There are eleven markets representing cultures including Chinese, Vietnamese, Asian, Egyptian, Syrian, Mexican, African, and American. As you travel along N. 27th St., take time to experience the following from south to north:
Damascus Gateway, 317 N. 27th St.
Lobo’s City Mex Market, 338 N. 27th St.
Vina Market, 611 N. 27th St.
Oriental Market, 612 N. 27th St.
Nguyen Market, 648 N. 27th St.
Kahramana Market/Bakery, 850 N. 27th St.
Little Saigon Oriental Market, 940 N. 26th St.
Save Best Foods, 1101 N. 27th St.
Hong Kong Market, 1228 N. 27th St.
Alfourat Store, 1434 N. 27th St.
Lincoln Mart, 2619 Holdrege St.
N. 27th St. provides the opportunity for you to experience the world in your own neighborhood.  Please help patronize our business community.

The last outdoor Free Saturday for 2016 will be from 
2-3:30 p.m. Sept. 17  in the shelter at Peter Pan Park, 
33rd and X streets. Bring items to give away and go home 
with treasures from what others have brought. Everything 
is Free. 
Free Saturdays have been held at the park on one Saturday 
each month throughout the spring and summer. The event 
is sponsored by Common Root, a local group encouraging 
people to work together to build community. 
People bring all kinds of things—clothing, dishware, books, 
handicrafts, even antiques. Anything you’re willing to part 
with that someone else could use. You don’t have to bring 
items in order to claim treasures from others. But if you do 
bring things that don’t get claimed, please take them with 
you when you leave. 
Starting on October 22, and continuing through March, 
the monthly Free Saturday events will move indoors. Sites 
haven’t been announced yet, but likely will be in local 
community spaces, churches or library meeting rooms. To 
follow the schedule, visit the “Common Root Collaborative” 
Facebook group, or the website www.commonroot.net.

• Commercial• Industrial• Residential• Remodeling
• Ceiling Fans• Security Lighting• Computer Cabling• Service Improvement

Your Qualifi ed Electrical Contractor

Prompt, Professional, Quality Service!

www.abcelectric.net

 
The Clinton Neighborhood Organization with cooperation from Clinton Elementary School and Cornhusker Bank sponsors an essay contest each year. The students are asked to write on a selected topic and a CNO committee selects a winner for each of the top three grades. This year’s topic was “You have seen many light bulbs around Lincoln. What bright ideas do you have for improving Clinton?” This gives the students another opportunity to show their writing skills.
This year’s winners are Lina Nguyen, fi fth grade; Vaishvika Balamurugan, fourth grade; and Avyan Correa, third grade. Honorable mention recognition was given to Cailen Rucker, fi fth grade; Dima Al Mayahi, fourth grade; and Lakighe Hairl, third grade. Congratulations to the winners and honorable mention recipients; however, all participants win by becoming better writers.
Thanks to Cornhusker Bank for providing gift cards for each of the grade level winners.
Spring 2016 CNO thanks ADM for helping to fund this edition Page 6
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(all are area code ‘402’ except as indicated)
Emergency life threatening 911
Non-Emergency Police  441-6000
Crime Stoppers  475-3600
Neighborhood Watch  441-7261
To report junk cars, run down property,
overgrown weeds  441-6300
City Information  441-7171
Animal Control  441-7900
Building & Safety  441-7785
Bus Schedules  476-1234
City Council offi  ce  441-7515
Downed Power Lines  1-888-365-2412
Fire Hazards  441-7363
Garbage/ Dumping  441-8022
Gas leaks  1-800-694-8989
Home Handyman Program  441-7030
Mayor’s Offi  ce  441-7511
Parking Problems  441-6000
Street Maintenance  441-7701
Trees & Limbs (Forestry)  441-7847

If you have hazardous wastes to get rid of, you have three 
more chances this year. It’s illegal to dispose of pesticides, 
other poisons, oil-based paint, fl uorescent light bulbs and 
many other items in the regular trash. 

There will be two hazardous waste open collections, 
each from 9 am-1 pm:

Saturday, Sept. 24—Continental 
(Veyance Technologies, Inc.), 4021 N. 56th St. 

Saturday, Oct. 22—Woods Park, South 31st and J streets. 
Friday, Nov. 18 – By Appointment Only: 

Call 402-441-8021 to schedule
What to bring: 
Lawn and garden: Pesticides, Herbicides, Insecticides, 
Pool chemicals, Insect Sprays, Lighter fl uid/torch fuel, fl ea/
tick products, small propane cylinders (for camping)
Automotive: brake fl uid, grease removers, mixed gasoline, 
old gasoline, power steering fl uid, transmission fl uid, 
upholstery cleaners
Home Improvement: adhesives, furniture stripper, oil-
based paint, paint thinner, oil-based stains turpentine, 
wood preservatives
Household: bleach cleaners, drain/oven cleaners, compact 
bulbs (CFLs), fl uorescent tubes, spot removers, mothballs, 
small capacitors, glues, solvent-based polishes, mercury 
thermometers and thermostats 
Do Not Bring: latex paint, ammunition, antifreeze, 
fertilizers, unused medicines, tires, asbestos, household 
trash, batteries, used oil, explosives, electronic waster, fi re 
extinguishers, large propane cylinders. 

For information about hazardous waste and what to do 
with latex paint, tires and used oil, visit 

https://lincoln.ne.gov/city/health/environ/Waste/pdf/
HHWSched.pdf or call 402-441-8021

By Angee Luedtke – Clinton Principal
Thanks to the generous donations by community 
businesses, community organizations, and community 
members, Clinton Elementary has reached its goal for the 
construction of a walking path! 
You may remember the fund raising eff ort started with our 
PTO starting a school-wide fundraiser involving students, 
parents and staff . Over the past few years, donations have 
been made to support the Clinton walking path. We are 
so thankful for everyone’s eff orts and generosity toward 
Clinton Elementary. 
Our school-wide theme for the upcoming year is “Blast off  to 
Learning.” The 2016-2017 school year will be a memorable 
one as we “launch” the new walking path on the front 
playground. The most recent timeline calls for completing 
the walking path by the beginning of the school year!
Thanks again to all contributors who helped make this 
dream come true for Clinton students. Feel free to stop by 
and check out the new walking 
path…we think it will be “out of 
this world!”

Bad offi  cials are elected by good citizens who do not vote.  -George Jean Nathan
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Russ Irwin, CNO President
Greetings Neighbors! There are several levels of 
participation possible within the Clinton Neighborhood 
Organization.  I will explain:
 Let’s say that you are willing to do some physical labor 

for 3-4 hours once a year. The Spring Cleanup would be 
right for you. It includes a Thank You lunch at the end. The next level would be to attend the monthly meetings 
as a spectator—I think this was how I started years ago. The next level would be to join the organization and 
participate as a voting member. The next level would be to become a board member 
with an obligation to attend the monthly meetings. The top level would be to get elected as Treasurer, 
Secretary, Vice-President or President.

Meetings are on Monday evenings (the fi rst Monday of the 
month unless the fi rst Monday is a holiday) and are held 
at the Salvation Army Community Center, 2625 Potter St.  
Upcoming meetings are: Sept. 12, Oct. 3 and the Annual 
Meeting and election of board and offi  cers, Nov. 7. I hope 
to see you there!

Clinton Neighborhood Organization
Membership Application 2016

(Please Print Clearly)
Name  
Business Name  
Address  

City__________________State______ Zip__________ 
Phone  
E-Mail address  

Membership Level (Check One)
(  ) Business/Landlord    $25.00
(  ) Family/Individual   $  5.00
(  ) Senior Citizen Family/Individual  $  3.00

Make Checks Payable to 
Clinton Neighborhood Organization

Mail to :  Clinton Neighborhood Organization
  1533 North 27th Street
  Lincoln, NE 68503
The Clinton Neighborhood Organization has adopted 
the following standing committees. Being on a 
committee does not require attendance at regular 
meetings but gives you the opportunity to contribute 
to the improvement of the neighborhood. Please 
indicate on which committee(s) you would be willing 
to work in order to improve Clinton.
_____ Membership  _____ Newsletter
_____ Cleanup   _____ Nominating
_____ Awards   _____ Social
_____ Finance

The annual meeting of the Clinton Neighborhood 
Organization will be at 6:30 p.m. Monday Nov. 7 at the 
Salvation Army Community Center, 1515 N. 27th St.  
We will elect board members and offi  cers for 2017. 
All paid members are eligible to vote.
If you haven’t paid dues for 2016, and would like to 
participate, please send your dues immediately. (Details for 
submitting dues are elsewhere in this newsletter.)

Clinton Neighborhood Organization Board
Russ Irwin .......................................................President
Robert Eddins .........................................Vice President
Bob Reeves ....................................................Secretary
Mandy Heerman .............................................Treasurer

Maurice Baker, Judy Beebe, Gloria Eddins,
 Barbara Hardy, Florine Joseph, Liz Bonney, 

Clarice Mackey, Lillian Maschman, Lorna Parks, 
Nicholette Smith, Tomi Storz, Judy Timperley

Meetings are at 6:30 pm on the fi rst Monday of each month
at Salvation Army Community Center,

26th and Potter Streets (enter from north side).
The public is invited.  

The room is handicap accessible. 

CNO applied for a grant from Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) 
in May to help publish the Clinton newsletter. We received 
an award of $1000. We are very appreciative of ADM for 
this grant to CNO. 
ADM operates the grain elevator at 2400 Fair Street with 
national headquarters in Decatur, Illinois.
We look forward to getting the newsletters out to you. If you
would like to help deliver newsletter or if you have information
that we can include in the newsletter please contact us at
Clinton.CNO@gmail.com, attention Nicholette or Bob.
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