
 DIRECTORS’/ORGANIZATIONAL AGENDA
ADDENDUM

Monday, June 18, 2018

I. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE
1.   Public Works & Utilities - Waster water Fiscal Impact Statement dated June 11, 2018

II. CONSTITUENT CORRESPONDENCE 
1.   In Support of the Bridge - Matt Litt
2.   Proposed DACA Resolution - Eleanor Hart
3.   Proposed DACA Resolution - Barbara Johnson Frank
4.   Proposed DACA Resolution - Particia Anderson
5.   Proposed DACA Resolution - Robert Way Main
6.   Proposed DACA Resoltion - Jan Gradwohl  
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Litt, Matt <Matt.Litt@nebraska.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 15, 2018 9:28 AM
To: Bill P. Avery; Jennifer J. Brinkman; Commish; Deb E. Schorr; Cyndi Lamm; Leirion Gaylor 

Baird; Roy A. Christensen; Terry T. Wagner; Jon Camp; Jane Raybould; Bennie R. Shobe; 
Chris J. Beutler; Patrick Condon; Joseph D. Nigro; Jeff R. Kirkpatrick; oyardley2@unl.edu; 
Jeffrey Bliemeister

Cc: Todd J. Wiltgen; Carl B. Eskridge
Subject: DHHS letter to The Bridge, 6/14
Attachments: Stevenson-Bridge response 06-14-18.pdf

All 
 
I hope this finds you well. I was made aware that each of you signed a letter to the governor in regards to The Bridge. 
For you awareness, the Department sent the attached letter to The Bridge yesterday. The letter highlights our continued 
efforts to work with organization and to provide information regarding licensure and accreditation. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you and have a great weekend. 
 
Matt Litt | Communications Director  
COMMUNICATIONS & LEGISLATIVE SERVICES 

Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services 
OFFICE: 402-471-9313 | CELL: 531-289-9682 

DHHS.ne.gov | Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Saturday, June 16, 2018 10:42 AM
To: Cyndi Lamm; Jon Camp; Jane Raybould; Carl B. Eskridge; Leirion Gaylor Baird; Roy A. 

Christensen
Subject: InterLinc - Contact

City Council - Contact 

Date : 6/16/2018 10:42:11 AM  

name Eleanor (Elly) Hart 
address 129 N. 10th St. Apt. 203 

city Lincoln 
state NE 

zip 68508 
email ellyhartandcarl@gmail.com 

comments I strongly support the DACA Resolution -- a moral choice and also the reasonable one. As my 
representatives, I want you to take a stand on this issue -- it's what democracy is all about. Eleanor (Elly) 
Hart, Lincoln NE. 

IP: 70.121.240.249 
Form: https://lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/contact.htm 
User Agent: Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 6.0) AppleWebKit/537.36 (KHTML, like Gecko) Chrome/49.0.2623.112 Safari/537.36 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Saturday, June 16, 2018 10:32 PM
To: Cyndi Lamm; Jon Camp; Jane Raybould; Carl B. Eskridge; Leirion Gaylor Baird; Roy A. 

Christensen; Bennie R. Shobe
Subject: InterLinc - Contact

City Council - Contact 

Date : 6/16/2018 10:32:16 PM  

name Barbara Johnson Frank 
address 2901 Jackson Dr 

city Lincoln 
state NE 

zip 68502 
email bjohnsonfrank@gmail.com 

comments Dear City Council Members: 
I am writing in support of the DACA resolution. Some believe the Council should not address matters 
beyond its jurisdiction. Typically, this may be true, but the events of recent weeks show that these are not 
ordinary times. Additionally, my efforts to ascertain the positions of our US Senators and Representative 
on this and similar issues have proven to be fruitless. I receive this response from their staff members: 
"The Senator/Congressman has not taken a position on this issue." When democracy is not working at one 
level, the people deserve to be heard in other ways. 
Thank you for considering my opinions and noting my full support for the resolution. I hope to be in 
attendance at Monday's Council meeting. 
Sincerely yours, 
Barbara Johnson Frank 

IP: 76.84.34.212 
Form: https://lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/contact.htm 
User Agent: Mozilla/5.0 (Macintosh; Intel Mac OS X 10_12_6) AppleWebKit/605.1.15 (KHTML, like Gecko) Version/11.1 Safari/605.1.15 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Particia Anderson <panderson201@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 17, 2018 6:36 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: DACA 

Dear Council members, 
I am writing to ask your support of DACA youth. They are an important key to our future. Imagine the motivation it takes 
for them to go to school and work as a first generation with little support. They should not have to pay because their 
parents risked everything to bring them here for a better life. It’s the same American dream that has brought families 
here for generations. Please show your support and maybe Congress will get it together to fix our immigration policies. 
Pat Anderson-Sifuentez  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Robert Way Main <robertway11@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 17, 2018 11:11 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Religious statements concerning DACA

Dear Council Members, 

 

Below are the links to the religious statements concerning DACA recipients being held hostage to political 
maneuvering. These are statements from which I will draw my comments at tomorrow’s meeting.  

 

This list does not compromise a complete list of all of the denunciations of the present policy, that list would be 
much longer. This list is a sample of many different faiths that are practiced in our city, our state, and our nation 
and clear indication of the religious consensus on this issue. 

 

Catholic- 

 

Second paragraph - 

“expressed extreme disappointment with the administration's decision to end DACA...” 

 

Fourth paragraph- 

“the Committee urges the Catholic faithful and all people of good will to contact their representatives in 
Congress to urge the passage of the DREAM Act or similar legislation as a prompt, humane, and durable 
solution to this problem of greatest urgency.” 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-165.cfm 

 

LDS- 
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“Specifically, we call upon our national leaders to create policies that provide hope and opportunities for those, 
sometimes referred to as ‘Dreamers,’ who grew up here from a young age and for whom this country is their 
home. They have built lives, pursued educational opportunities, and been employed for years based on the 
policies that were in place. These individuals have demonstrated a capacity to serve and contribute positively in 
our society, and we believe they should be granted the opportunity to continue to do so.” 

 

 

https://www.lds.org/church/news/church-statement-supports-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-
daca?lang=eng 

 

United Methodist- 

 

“United Methodists are calling on Congress to pass — and for President Trump to sign — legislation that 
allows “Dreamers” to remain in the U.S. and provides them with a pathway to citizenship.” 

 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/churchgoers-stand-with-immigrant-dreamers 

 

Baptist Press- 

 

"Central to our vision for reform is a rejection of the idea that our commitment to both Christian compassion 
and respect for the rule of law are irreconcilable. As a country, we advocate for a fair and just solution for the 
undocumented young men and women, not just because it is the 'right thing to do,' but because it accords with 
biblical principles." 

 

http://www.bpnews.net/50377/baptists-weigh-in-on-senate-immigrationdaca-debate 

 

Anti-defamation’s league- 

 

“This action by the president and his administration is cruel, unnecessary and inconsistent with the core values 
of our country,” Jonathan A. Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-Defamation League, wrote in a statement on Tuesday.
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https://www.google.com/amp/s/m.jpost.com/Diaspora/US-Jewish-groups-vow-to-fight-Trump-decision-to-
cancel-DACA-504328/amp 

 

Sincerely, 

Robert Way 

801 El Avado Ave 

Lincoln, NE 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Jan Gradwohl <jangradwohl@me.com>
Sent: Monday, June 18, 2018 9:22 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: 18R-111
Attachments: DACA-Councilord18B111ltr.pdf

I am unable to attend the City Council hearing today, but I submit the following letter and respectfully request 
that it be admitted as written testimony to be considered by the members of the City Council in their 
deliberations on Resolution 18R-111.  
Respectfully, 
 
Jan 



JAN GRADWOHL 
 

	June	18,	2018	
	

To	the	Members	of	the	City	Council	of	Lincoln,	Nebraska	
	
Bennie	Shobe,	Chair	
Cyndi	Lamm,	Vice-Chair	
Jon	Camp,	Member,	SE	District	2	
Roy	Christensen,	Member	At-Large	
Carl	Eskridge,	Member	NW	District	4	
Leirion	Gaylor	Baird,	Member	At-Large	
Jane	Raybould,	Member	SW	District	3	
	
Dear	Chair	Shobe	and	Members	of	the	Council,	
	
I	 am	 unable	 to	 attend	 the	 City	 Council	 hearing	 today,	 but	 I	 submit	 the	 following	 letter	 and	
respectfully	request	that	it	be	admitted	as	written	testimony	to	be	considered	by	the	members	
of	the	City	Council	 in	their	deliberations	on	Resolution	18R-111.		My	name	is	Jan	Gradwohl.	 	 I	
have	been	a	resident,	taxpayer,	and	voter	in	Lincoln,	Nebraska	for	the	past	58	years,	and	have	
been	a	member	of	the	Nebraska	Bar	for	64	years	(now	on	inactive	status).			

	
This	 testimony	 is	 submitted	 in	 support	 of	 Resolution	 18R-111,	 the	 resolution	 that	 would	

express	 Lincoln’s	 support	 for	 “Dreamers,”	 the	 young	 people	 who	 will	 be	 impacted	 by	 the	
termination	 of	 DACA.	 	 As	 a	 matter	 of	 history,	 in	 2012	 President	 Barack	 Obama	 entered	 an	
executive	order	creating	DACA	 (Deferred	Action	 for	Childhood	Arrivals)	 for	young	 immigrants	
who	were	brought	to	the	U.S.	as	children	without	full	documentation,	or	whose	documentation	
was	no	longer	valid.		Under	the	program	young	immigrants	who	registered	with	DACA	were	given	
a	protected	status,	allowing	them	to	remain	in	the	United	States	for	work	or	to	attend	school	or	
college.			As	you	no	doubt	are	aware,	on	September	5,	2017,	President	Donald	Trump	terminated	
the	Executive	Order	regarding	DACA,	with	the	effective	date	for	termination	being	March	5,	2018.	
Two	federal	judges	ruled	that	President	Trump’s	order	would	not	be	effective	as	long	as	there	
was	pending	litigation	on	the	subject.1		Those	cases	have	not	been	finally	decided.		Currently	at	
least	two	bills	are	being	negotiated	in	Congress.	

																																																								
1	“Federal	court	blocks	Trump	plan	to	end	DACA	program	for	immigrants,”	The	Guardian	
(January	10,	2018),	available	online	at:	
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/jan/10/judge-blocks-trump-dreamers-daca-
program-immigrants	
and	Ariane	de	Vogue,	“Second	federal	judge	blocks	move	to	end	DACA”	CNN	News,	available	
online	at:	
https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/13/politics/federal-judge-daca/index.html	
	



	
This	written	 testimony	addresses	 three	major	 issues:	 	 1.	 The	authority	of	 the	 Lincoln	City	

Council	to	take	a	position	urging	federal	legislation;	2.	The	rationale	for	the	resolution;	and	3.	The	
economic	consequences	to	the	City	of	Lincoln	if	the	Dreamers	were	to	be	deported.	

	
In	an	editorial	published	in	the	June	15	edition	of	the	Lincoln	Journal	Star,	the	statement	was	

made	that	 there	was	no	point	 in	 the	Lincoln	City	Council’s	making	a	recommendation	as	 to	a	
federal	issue.		There	is	a	very	solid	reason	for	the	Council	to	take	such	action.		It	is	important	
that	Congress	understand	the	sentiments	of	communities	that	are	presently	home	to	a	number	
of	Dreamers.	 	 Lincoln	 is	 such	a	city,	and	 there	should	be	no	hesitation	 in	standing	up	 for	 the	
amazing	young	Dreamers	who	have	grown	up	in	Lincoln	and	who	have	so	much	to	contribute	to	
the	 future	of	 this	city.	 	 It	 is	vital	 that	our	 senators	and	members	of	Congress	understand	 the	
sentiment	of	a	community	in	which	the	Dreamers	have	grown	up	and	currently	live.		
	

1. 	AUTHORITY	OF	THE	CITY	COUNCIL	TO	ACT	
	
The	general	powers	of	the	City	are	articulated	in	Article	II.,	Sec.	1.	of	the	City	Charter,	which	

provides,	in	part:			
	

The	 city	 shall	 have	 such	 right	 and	power	 to	make	 such	ordinance,	 by-laws,	 rules,	 and	
regulations,	except	as	prohibited	b	the	state	constitution	or	restricted	by	this	charter,	as	
may	be	necessary	or	expedient	for	maintaining	the	peace,	good	government,	and	welfare	
of	the	city,	its	trade,	commerce,	and	for	manufacturing,	and	for	preserving	order,	securing	
persons	and	property	from	violence,	danger,	and	destruction,	.	.	.	for	promoting	the	public	
health,	 safety,	convenience,	comfort,	morals,	and	general	 interests	and	welfare	of	 the	
inhabitants	of	the	city.		(Emphasis	supplied.)	

	
§ Clearly	the	Dreamers,	who	presently	live	in	Lincoln,	and	who	are	covered	by	DACA	are	

“residents	of	Lincoln”	within	the	terms	of	the	Charter.			They	also	have	these	ties	to	the	
city:	

o They	have	attended	K-12	schools	in	Lincoln.		
o Many	have	gone	on	to	receive	college	degrees	while	attending	the	University	

of	Nebraska	and	other	colleges	in	Lincoln.		
o Those	who	have	worked	in	Lincoln	have	also	been	taxpayers.		As	such,	their	

welfare	is	a	legitimate	concern	of	the	City	Council	of	Lincoln.	
	
The	Dreamers	in	Lincoln	are	not	strangers	on	our	doorsteps	seeking	entrance	to	the	U.S.		
They	are	products	of	our	schools,	and	deserve	consideration	of	the	City	Council	for	the	
same	protection	of	their	health,	safety,	comfort,	and	general	interests	and	welfare	that	
we	would	expect	for	our	own	children.	
	

§ The	 additional	 factor	 that	 justifies	 action	 by	 the	 City	 Council	 is	 its	 authority	 for	
“maintaining	the	.	.	.		welfare	of	the	city,	its	trade,	commerce,	and	for	manufacturing.”			



o As	will	be	shown	in	the	subsequent	sections	of	this	testimony,	the	loss	of	the	
Dreamers	in	Nebraska	would	have	disastrous	results	on	the	economy	of	the	
state,	and	consequently	on	Lincoln,	the	second	largest	city	in	the	state	and	the	
site	of	research	and	development	both	commercially	and	at	the	colleges	in	the	
city.		

o Any	time	an	action	by	the	federal	government	 impacts	 the	economy	of	 the	
city,	there	must	be	a	concern	for	successfully	maintaining	the	local	economy	
at	the	highest	level	possible.		Deporting	the	Dreamers	would	have	a	negative	
impact	 on	 the	 city,	 in	 the	 loss	 of	 tax	 dollars	 that	 they	 contribute	 to	 the	
economy;	 in	 creating	 an	 impossibility	 of	 recouping	 funds	 spent	 on	 the	
education	of	the	Dreamers	in	the	city’s	public	schools	and	the	state	university;	
and	the	federal	tax	impact	on	the	public	of	the	immense	cost	of	deporting	the	
Dreamers	if	that	were	to	be	done.	

	
2. RATIONALE	FOR	THE	RESOLUTION	URGING	PRESERVATION	OF	DACA	

	
There	are	both	economic	and	human	arguments	for	supporting	the	Dreamers	by	urging	the	

adoption	of	federal	legislation	to	codify	the	actions	contained	in	the	Executive	Order	that	created	
DACA.		Because	the	City	Council	must	consider	the	fiscal	impact	of	any	action,	we	will	start	with	
the	economic	aspects	of	supporting	DACA.			

	
§ A	2017	national	study	demonstrated	that	97	percent	of	DACA	recipients	are	in	school	or	

working,	with	72	percent	of	those	in	school	working	on	bachelor	or	advanced	degrees.2			
o Those	who	are	employed	are	engaged	in	the	professions,	ranging	from	medicine,	

law,	engineering,	education,	and	others	are	employed	using	advanced	technical	
skills.	

o The	study	revealed	that	after	completing	their	educations,	the	average	income	for	
Dreamers	under	25	rose	by	70	percent,	and	for	those	over	25	the	income	rose	by	
84	percent.		

§ Because	of	the	generally	higher	educational	level	of	the	Dreamers,	they	will	not	negatively	
affect	the	general	labor	market	in	Lincoln	or	in	Nebraska;	

o Persons	with	educational	specialties	and	technical	skills	are	needed	 in	Lincoln’s	
labor	market;	and	

o Because	 of	 their	 higher	 educational	 levels,	 the	 Dreamers	 will	 contribute	
substantially	to	the	economy,	both	as	taxpayers	and	as	consumers	of	goods	and	
services	within	the	community.			

																																																								
2		The	study	was	conducted	by	the	University	of	California	San	Diego,	United	We	Dream,	The	National	Immigration	
Law	Center,	and	the	Center	for	American	Progress.		See	Tom	Wong,	Graciela	Martinez	Rosas,	Adam	Luna,	
	Henry	Manning,	Adrian	Reyna,	Patrick	O’Shea,	Tom	Jawetz,	and	Philip	E.	Wolgin,	“DACA	Recipients’	Economic	and	
Educational	Gains	Continue	to	Grow,”	DACA’s	Impact	on	Education	and	DACA’s	Impact	on	Earnings,	Center	for	
American	Progress	(August	28,	2017,	available	online	at:	
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/news/2017/08/28/437956/daca-recipients-economic-
educational-gains-continue-grow/	
	



§ A	Center	for	American	Progress	study	revealed	that	the	 loss	of	GDP	in	Nebraska	 if	 the	
Dreamers	were	to	leave	the	state	would	be	more	than	$150	million	annually3.	As	second	
largest	city	in	the	state	and	one	of	the	two	major	economic	producers,	Lincoln	would	bear	
a	substantial	portion	of	that	amount.	4		It	is	estimated	that	the	nation	would	lose	$460.3	
billion	in	GDP	over	a	period	of	10	years.	

	
3. COST	OF	DEPORTING	THE	DREAMERS	 	

	
The	cost	of	deporting	the	Dreamers	 is	staggering,	 is	contrary	to	sound	economics,	and	

would	remove	some	800,000	well-educated,	dedicated	young	people	from	the	United	states.			
	
§ A	Brookings	Institute	study	estimated	that	the	cost	of	deporting	one	individual	would	be	

$12,500.5			
o There	are	approximately	3,400	Dreamers	in	Nebraska,	so	the	cost	of	deporting	the	

Nebraska	Dreamers	would	be	$42.5	million.			
o Deportation	would	lose	the	investment	in	schooling	that	the	community	has	borne	

in	educating	the	Dreamers,	
§ The	total	cost	of	deportation	of	the	800,000	Dreamers	in	the	United	States	would	be	in	

excess	of	$10	billion.		
o It	would	not	be	economically	sound	to	expend	funds	to	banish	young	people	who	

are	contributing	substantially	to	the	economy	through	the	taxes	they	pay	and	the	
consumer	goods	and	services	they	purchase.			

o It	 is	 economically	 logical	 to	 support	 the	 continued	 residence	 in	 Lincoln	 of	 the	
Dreamers.			

	
This	is	why	a	resolution	of	support	for	legislation	that	would	continue	the	DACA	program	is	in	the	
best	interest	of	the	City	of	Lincoln,	and	why	it	is	relevant	for	the	Lincoln	City	Council	to	act	in	this	
particular	situation.	

	
	

																																																								
3	Nicole	Prchal	Svajienka,	Tom	Jawetz,	and	Angie	Bautista	Chavez,	“New	Threat	to	DACA	Could	Cost	States	Billions	
of	Dollars,”	Center	for	American	Progress,	(July	21,	2017),	Table	1,	available	online	at:	
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/news/2017/07/21/436419/new-threat-daca-cost-states-
billions-dollars/	
	
4		Estimated	2016	population	for	Lincoln	is	280,364.		U.S.	Census	figures	for	Lincoln	found	at:	
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/lincolncitynebraska/PST045216.		
Estimated	population	for	Nebraska	for	the	same	period	is	1,907,116.		U.S.	Census	figures	for	Nebraska	found	at:	
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NE	
	
	
5	John	Hudak	and	Elaine	Kamarck,	“The	mind-boggling	cost	of	DACA	repeal,”	Brookings	Institute	(September	7,	
2017,	available	online	at:	
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2017/09/07/the-mind-boggling-cost-of-daca-repeal/	
	



	
CONCLUSION	

	
	 I	have	outlined	cogent	economic	reasons	for	City	Council	action	in	adopting	the	proposed	
resolution	in	support	of	a	continuation	of	DACA.		I	have	couched	my	arguments	solely	in	the	
economic	milieu,	but	 I	would	call	attention	to	the	human	and	the	humane	aspects	of	 this	
situation.		The	Dreamers	have	known	Lincoln	and	Nebraska	as	their	only	home.		They	have	
been	classmates,	teammates,	debate	partners,	fellow	band	members,	dramatic	actors	and	
producers,	 and	 honor	 students	with	 our	 own	 children	 and	 grandchildren.	 	 Our	 Nebraska	
Dreamers	have	made	a	difference	in	our	communities.		One	young	Dreamer	who	is	a	teacher	
in	 a	 small	 town	 near	 Lincoln	 was	 described	 by	 the	 Superintendent	 of	 Schools	 as	
“indispensable”	to	their	school	system	because	of	his	skills	in	working	with	students;	a	Lincoln	
Dreamer	travels	throughout	Nebraska	successfully	building	strong	community	and	cultural	
relations	between	the	original	 townspeople	and	their	new	immigrant	neighbors.	 	She	also	
managed	a	mentoring	program	for	individuals	taking	citizenship	examinations,	and	secured	a	
compete	exam	passage	rate.	 	On	a	national	 level	Dreamers	are	 in	skilled	professional	and	
technical	positions	with	the	military	services,	with	Fortune	500	companies,	with	schools	and	
hospitals	and	technological	centers.		Some	have	given	their	lives	saving	American	victims	of	
natural	 disasters,	 and	 others	 have	 saved	 innumerable	 lives	 because	 of	 their	medical	 and	
emergency	skills	
	
I	urge	you	to	take	the	action	of	passing	Resolution	18R-111.		It	is	clearly	within	your	authority	
as	members	of	the	Lincoln	City	Council.	The	Resolution	protects	residents	of	the	city	and	the	
economy	of	the	city	in	a	sound	manner.		And	if	successful	legislation	results,	it	would	allow	
the	amazing	Dreamers	to	remain	within	our	midst	to	help	Lincoln	grow	and	prosper.	
	

	
	 	 	 	 	 Respectfully	submitted,	
	
	
	 	 	 	 	 Jan	Gradwohl	
	 	 	 	 	 2925	Jackson	Drive	
	 	 	 	 	 Lincoln,	Nebraska	68502	
	 	 	 	 	 jangradwohl@me.com		




