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 I. MAYOR CORRESPONDENCE
1.   Fiscal Impact Statement, Transportation & Utilities/Solid Waste Management 

II. CONSTITUENT CORRESPONDENCE 
1.   Claim Against the City - Carrie Bolkovac  
2.   Vacant Council Seat Selection Process - Robert Way  
3.   Claim Against the City - Katie Hejl  
4.   Vacant Council Seat letter of support - Lincoln Muslim Community 
5.   Vacant Council Seat letter of support - Charlie Bills  
6.   Vacant Council Seat letter of support - Georgia Blobaum 
7.   Vacant Council Seat letter of support - Chris Hove  
8.   Vacant Council Seat letter of support - Randy Gerke  
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Carrie Bolkovac <cbolkovac61@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2019 9:21 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Tire damage from roads

Dear Council Chair Raybould,  
 
On March 13th ,2019 I was driving South on N. 14th between Adams and Butler when I hit 5-6 large potholes that were 
not able to be seen as it was raining and they were filled with water that camouflaged them. Even had they not been 
hidden with the water some were large enough that they spanned the entire width of the lane. I was going under the 
speed limit due to the road conditions however when I hit them it was so quick that my two right tires immediately blew 
and my left from bubbled at the sidewall ruining it also. I was a few block from an autobody shop so I limped my car there 
for repair of the tires. Three of my 4 tires were not repairable and I was left with one good tire. I had no option but to have 
them replaced. When I got home I phoned to complain about the road conditions as I was quite mad I had just spent $440 
dollars on new tires that I did not need until they were destroyed by the poorly kept roads, which I pay a good amount of 
taxes to help keep in good driving condition.  
The woman on the phone listened patiently, took my information then asked if I was going to file a claim. I did not know 
that was even an option at the time. She gave me the information that I needed to do so. She also told me the roads are 
in bad shape from the winter and they only repair them as people call them in. This irritated me somewhat as well as my 
thought was "Don't you people drive on the same roads I do?"  
I looked it up on the web site and it asked for any information I could provide to prove my damages. I had already taken 
pictures of the blown tires at the body shop so after hanging up I drove back to the block where the damage occurred to 
take pictures of the extremely large potholes. As I was taking pictures a truck showed up and started filling the holes with 
what appeared to be a pea gravel/tar mixture. I submitted all the information and evidence of the damage and the 
potholes. I also submitted the bill for the 4 new tires at $440 and requested I be reimbursed $250 of this amount. I was 
trying to be fair and only was expecting the cost of the actual 3 tires and not the 4th or the cost of labor and disposal of the 
4 tires.  
Fast forward a few days and I read an article in the LJS almost "bragging" how Lincoln City Council denies almost 100% 
of claims. It said the city attorney was in the process of sending out all the denial of claim letters. I did not receive one so I 
was feeling confident that I was the one in a million that had a legitimate claim against the city. Then I received a letter 
dated May 9th from the City Attorney telling me they were recommending my claim be denied.  
The letter also states that due to the weather they were not able to repair. The letter also stated that the potholes had 
been reported prior to my damage but due to the weather they were unable to repair.  
So I was told two different stories. One when I called saying "We can only repair when someone calls in" and the letter 
saying "Oh the weather was so bad" While we did have some cold and snow in Feb and march if you look at the weather 
for Feb and March (especially March) the weather for the most part was very good, in fact unseasonably warm. In fact it 
was 63 degrees on that day.  
I would like to see the reports of the potholes prior to my damage. I would also like to know why filing a claim is even an 
option if merely a formality to deny claims. Does someone need a job so badly with the city that they add the extra money 
in the budget to pay someone to deny claims they have no intention of actually even reviewing. Why not just say 'No 
claims will ever be paid?"  
I am not able to attend your regularly scheduled meeting on June 3rd at 3pm to address this issue as I work from home 
caring for a women with physical and intellectual disabilities and I am her sole care provider. I expect you will actually 
address this and if you review the evidence I submitted any reasonable person would agree this is a reasonable claim.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Carrie Bolkovac 
1640 Kennedy Dr 
Lincoln Ne 68521 
402-802-8308 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Robert Way <robertway11@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 3:34 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Council Selection Procedure 

Dear Chairwoman and Councilmen and Councilwoman, 
 
I write you today to implore you to increase the transparency of the new council member appointment process. The 
initial call for applicants was wonderful. The call provided clear guidelines and ample opportunity for citizen 
involvement.  
 
Since the release of the names of applicants, things have become less transparent. I was glad to read that selection has 
been timeframe had been postponed, as this is choice that deserves time for consideration.  
 
The most recent press release states “After reviewing the applications, Council members will select qualified finalists, 
who may be interviewed individually.” But it does not explain how that process will be conducted. Any process would 
seem to indicate a discussion to achieve that process and that is not taking place in the public view.  
 
If open meeting laws are to be valued and respected in spirit and by letter of the law, then there will likely not be a more 
important decision before you in the foreseeable future. This decision is choice is given to council because of 
expediency, but it is not power that council has under normal course of events.  
 
The power to select council members is so important that normally every single citizen has an equal say, and if they do 
not have opportunity this time to speak through their votes they should have the opportunity to listen and understand 
the entire process. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Way 
801 El Avado Ave  
Lincoln, NE 68504 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Katie Hejl <katiehejl@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 12:35 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Property Damage Claim
Attachments: 3112019 letter to City Attorney.jpeg; IMG_0851.jpg; IMG_0854.jpg; IMG_0850.jpg; IMG_

0855.jpg; IMG_0852.jpg; IMG_0858.jpg; IMG_0860.jpg; IMG_0849.jpg; IMG_0859.jpg

Dear Lincoln City Council Members: 
 
Attached you will find our March 11, 2019 letter to the City of Lincoln requesting repair of our vehicle that was 
damaged during residential street plowing after the March 7th snowfall. Also attached are photographs taken 
early March 8th while LPD Officer Robert Norton was inspecting and reporting the damage (Case #B9-
020316). Please note that three of the photos clearly show truck-sized tire tracks aiming directly toward the part 
of our vehicle that was damaged. Repair of the damage is estimated at $1,867.10 by Tracy's South, and 
$2,616.85 by Speidell North. 
 
We appreciate your consideration of our claim of damage, and welcome any questions you have. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
Katie and Gary Hejl 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Charlie Bills <charliebills@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 03, 2019 7:45 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Tom Beckius 

Dear Lincoln City Council Members, 

My name is Charlie Bills and I am writing in support of Tom Beckius for the open seat on the Lincoln City 
Council. 

In addition to graduating from Lincoln Southeast High School and attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
together, Tom and I have had the opportunity to work together professionally on a number of occasions. In my 
experience working with Tom on multiple boards and committees, he has consistently shown a willingness to 
listen to all opinions and ideas, and has shown a strong ability to build concensus before making any 
decisions. 

I believe that these qualities, in addition to Tom's lengthy history of serving our community, make him a 
tremendous candidate to fill the open seat on the Lincoln City Council. 

Regards, 
Charlie Bills  
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Georgia Blobaum <Blobaum@amimaging.com>
Sent: Monday, June 03, 2019 8:08 AM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Georgia Blobaum
Subject: Mr. Tom Beckius Nomination Appointment

June 3, 2019 
 
Dear City Council Appointment Committee: 
 
It is with great pleasure that I nominate Mr. Tom Beckius for consideration for the vacated seat of the 
City Council. In addition to performing his job at an exemplary level, Tom demonstrates an 
extraordinary commitment to his community as well as to the general public. 
 
Tom takes it upon himself to provide exceptional support and service to everything that he does. I 
served with Tom on the Community Health Endowment for over four years and during this time, he 
discerned quickly individual needs and moved efficiently to provide key information, 
recommendations, or direction. Beyond this and during times of transition, his community involvement 
is exemplary. Tom is a wonderful ambassador for our community, in assisting and working with civic 
leaders as well as developing future leaders. Someone like Tom is who we would want to try to invent 
and emulate. 
 
Tom is the kind of person who gives to give. As I grew to be a leader, he always shared with me how 
to juggle the ups an downs and inspired me to never stop giving. Tom epitomizes servant leadership 
and inspires others to give back and pay it forward.  
 
Over the past years, I have known Tom to be a team player. Always cheerful and exceptional in 
everything he does. His quick wit, attention to detail, and loyalty to each endeavor he takes on, he 
has endeared his colleagues. He is a true champion with tireless commitment to serving. 
 
Outside his current position, Tom’s public service efforts are unique and far-reaching. Tom has served 
a number of state and non-profit agencies and always with a smile never saying no. 
 
Through many challenges in leadership, Tom has made a difference in everything that he 
participates in, exemplified whatever mission he serves. 
 
His skills, knowledge, willingness to help others, and dedication to this community make him my 
nomination for appointment for City Council.  
 
Thank you for the privilege to speak and nominate Mr. Tom Beckius. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Georgia Blobaum 
 
Chief Officer of Operations 
Advanced Medical Imaging 
7601 Pioneers Blvd.  
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Lincoln, NE 68506 
O: 402-484-6677  
D: 402-484-4845 
C: 402-540-6595 
F: 402-484-6688  
Blobaum@AMImaging.com 

 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including any attachments is the property of Advanced Medical Imaging and is intended for the sole 
use of the intended recipient(s). It may contain information that is privileged and confidential. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or 
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete this message, and reply to the sender regarding the error in a 
separate email or telephone at 402-484-6677. 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Chris Hove <chris.hove@thenbcbank.com>
Sent: Monday, June 03, 2019 9:42 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Tom Beckius appointment to Lincoln City Council

Lincoln City Council, 
Thank you, for your service to Lincoln. We are all fortunate to live in such a vibrant community. I recommend that you 
appoint Tom Beckius to serve in the open seat for Lincoln City Council. Tom has been involved in the community for over 
10 years serving on the Planning Commission, Lincoln City Libraries Board, Community Health Endowment Board and 
Lincoln Commission on Human Rights as well as a number of local non-profit groups. Tom and I served together on the 
Planning Commission and I found Tom be an intelligent, thoughtful team builder. He worked with all sides to form 
consensus while still holding to his beliefs and values. I think Tom would serve the City of Lincoln very well on the City 
Council.  
All the Best, 
 
Chris Hove 
President & CEO 
Nebraska Bank of Commerce 
6000 Village Dr. Suite 100 | Lincoln, NE 68516 
MAIN 402.423.2111 | DIRECT 402.420.8344 | FAX 402.423.2151 
chris.hove@thenbcbank.com | thenbcbank.com 
NMLS # 1289272 
 
WE PARTNER WITH PEOPLE TO CREATE SUCCESS.

 

 

 
This message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If the 
reader of the message is not the intended recipient or authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination 
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify NBC and delete the message and any 
attachments. This message does not and shall not be construed as an offer or acceptance of a contract.
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Angela M. Birkett

From: randygerke@windstream.net
Sent: Monday, June 03, 2019 10:26 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Tom Beckius recomendation

To whom it may concern: 
 
I would like to recommend Tom Beckius to fill the open city council seat. I have know Tom for several 
years and served on boards with him in the past. He is a conscientious person with a very good 
business head. I believe he will do a very good job as a Lincoln City Council member.  
 
 
Randy Gerke 
1625 Burr St. 
Lincoln, NE 68502 


