
TAKING CHARGE 2016
City of Lincoln Resident Budgeting Priorities



Participants
• More than 2300 survey respondents
• A total of 58 Community Conversation participants

White, highly educated… as is typical, though not intentional.
Also somewhat more female participants this time.



2016 Survey Methods
• Deliberative Survey

• Lots of embedded information
• Choice of three sections, can do all, in any order:

• (1) Current priorities
• Rating of importance, and ranking of importance
• Feedback on impact of their choices: total cost, potential impact  

translated in terms of property taxes, ability to change answers

• (2) Future priorities
• Rating and ranking of importance

• (3) City performance 
• Overall, how would you rate the performance of Lincoln City government?



2016 Community Conversation
• Deliberative Discussion

• Half-day event
• Pre-questions (PollEverywhere)
• Introduction/Budget 101 (Mayor)
• Economics and taxes (Eric Thompson)
• Small group discussions with experts available to answer questions

• Group and individual forms for expressling preferences and comments
• Lunch is served

• Report out by small groups
• Large group discussion
• Post-questions (PollEverywhere)



CURRENT PRIORITIES
What are your top current funding priorities?



Current Priorities: Importance (survey)

Pools, seniors, 
and snow are 
rated and ranked 
most highly.



Current Priorities: Importance (Comm. Conversation)

Results from the Community Conversation generally supported 
the survey results in terms of most and least important programs.



Current Priorities: Importance (PollEverywhere)

Discussion seemed to increase movement toward these choices 
– i.e., snow removal and seniors programs.



Current Priorities: Reasons
• Number of people affected 

• (e.g., libraries, parks, seniors)

• Quality of life 
• (e.g., parks, pools, libraries, nature center)

• Safety 
• (e.g., snow removal)

• Economy 
• (e.g., snow removal helps people get to businesses)

• Serving the underserved, low income, vulnerable 
• (e.g., seniors services, parks, nature center)



How to pay? What should we do?
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55% of persons 
indicated that the City 
should either raise 
taxes or both cut 
programs and raise 
taxes.



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
What future investments should the City prioritize?



Future Priorities: Importance (survey)

Ratings and 
Rankings converged 
on the same ordering 
of programs.



Future Priorities: Importance (Comm. Conversation)

However, parks appeared to be less valued by Community Conversation 
participants, and the South Beltway and StarTran more valued.



Future Priorities: Importance (PollEverywhere)

StarTran Expansion was the only program that appeared to grow in 
support from pre to post survey.



Future Priorities: Reasons
• Number of people affected 

• (e.g., Libraries, Parks, South Beltway (-), Golf (-))

• Quality of life 
• (e.g., Parks, Libraries, Nature Center, Golf)

• Economy, Growth, Development
• (e.g., StarTran, South Beltway)

• Serving the underserved, low income, vulnerable 
• (e.g., StarTran, Libraries, Parks)

• Other: Cost, Presence of other funding sources



CITY PERFORMANCE
Resident Satisfaction with the City



City Performance Overall



City Performance
• Significant increases in resident satisfaction and ratings



Thank You!

• University of Nebraska Public Policy Center
• 215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 401

• Lincoln, NE 68588-0228

• 402-472-5678

• ppc@nebraska.edu
• http://ppc.nebraska.edu

UNL does not discriminate based upon any protected status. Please see 

go.unl.edu/nondiscrimination.
•

Lisa PytlikZillig
lpytlikz@nebraska.edu

Questions?

mailto:ppc@nebraska.edu
http://ppc.nebraska.edu/
http://www.unl.edu/equity/notice-nondiscrimination
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