
M I N U T E S
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Meeting

Room 113 - County City Building
Thursday, April 9, 2009

Members Present:
 Susan Deitchler Karen Hand Jolanda Junge-Kuzma  Anne Pagel
Jeff Schwebke Ray Stevens Joe Tidball Barb Walkowiak

Members Absent:
Rod Confer Jonathan Cook Curt Donaldson Bob Ripley
Susan Rodenburg Dennis Scheer Alex Paine

Recognition of ‘Open Meetings Act’:   As per law, Chairperson Karen Hand  announced that the
Board follows  the regulations of this Act, as posted in the City Council Offices.

* APPROVAL OF MINUTES :    It was moved (Stevens) and seconded (Junge-Kuzma) to approve
the minutes of the March 12, 2009, Parks & Recreation Advisory Board meeting after  changes
were made under ADAPTIVE RECREATION PROGRAMS to read “that number to increase” rather
than “that number to go” and under LAKES, PONDS, CREEKS etc. word “Al” Groundwater
changed to “ALL”.   Motion carried by majority vote of members present

PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS (other than those listed on the current Agenda):   None

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Fees & Facilities Committee - Jolanda Junge-Kuzma (Chair) 488-4032

C * Recommendation re: naming of MOPAC West Trail Bridge at No. 27th Street:    Junge-
Kuzma reported this is the bridge over No. 27th St. that will be completed in the near future and
is located just north of Vine Street.  The committee is recommending that the bridge be named
in recognition of Elaine Hammer who is very deserving of this honor.  Motion by the Committee
to name the No. 27th Street bridge in honor of Elaine Hammer carried by unanimous vote
of members present.

Futures Committee - Bob Ripley (Chair) 471-0419 or 488-5131

C * Recommendation re: approval of MOA for Hazel Abel Park: Lynn Johnson referred to the
draft Memorandum of Agreement that was mailed to the Board members and went over the
revisions.  Alice Abel (deceased) took great pride in Hazel Abel Park, she acquired the land in
1967 and provided nearly all the funding for the development of the park.  It was dedicated in
1982 and is now in need of major renovation.  A master plan for redevelopment of the park has
been prepared with an estimated cost of $258,000 for the project.  About 40% of these funds
have been identified in the CIP and Lincoln Cares Program and the Abel Foundation has
committed a gift of up to $168,000.  Contingent upon this gift the Foundation asked that a
Memorandum of Agreement be established stating that the Lincoln Parks Foundation be the
fiscal agent, that the City be responsible for the design/construction of the project and both the
Foundation and City will establish endowment funds for the perpetual care of the park.  The draft
agreement states that an inscribed brick program would be established (similar to the one in



Sunken Gardens and the Rose Garden).  Jim Abel said this  would not be consistent with Alice’s
wishes so the new agreement states there will be no inscribed pavers or name recognition in the
park without the written consent of the Abel   Foundation.  The other provision would be that
100% (rather than the original 10%) of the revenue from weddings and activities in the park will
be put into a City endowment fund.  The revenue from these activities in 2008 was about $2000
so the City will need to find an alternate source to provide this revenue as it will now be placed in
the endowment fund.  These endowment funds will be used first for repair and replacement of
items in the park and then for operating expenses including utilities and landscape maintenance.

The Lincoln Parks Foundation has also approved this MOA.  To fund raise, they  would
eventually like to establish a passive, on-line book of memories and/or some type of preview
party whereby the proceeds would go into the endowment fund.   Lynn Johnson stated that
if/when the City builds a similar new high amenity park in the future, there would definitely be an
endowment fund established with it, so this situation would not repeat itself.  The question of the
naming of the park was discussed and it was decided that the Abel family has given enough in
donations that they can retain the name of Hazel Abel Park.  In the past the Abel family has paid
for work that needed to be done in the park, but now the City will be funding those repairs out of
the endowment fund.

 
By City Council’s approval of this MOA, the Hazel Abel Park Endowment fund would be
established.  This agreement states that the City ‘intends’ to place the proceeds from park
weddings and/or park activities into the Hazel Abel Endowment Fund which will be managed by
the City.  These funds will not be directed towards the General Fund but will go directly into the
park’s endowment account.  Johnson said it will take approximately $100,000 in this fund to
repair/replace items in the park approximately every 20 years. 

After lengthy discussion it was moved by the Committee to recommend approval of the
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for Hazel Abel Park.  Motion passed by unanimous
vote of members present.  (A copy of the agreement will be attached to the file copy of these
minutes). 

 C * Adoption of Turf & Grass Best Management Practices for Park/Open Space areas:   Jerry
Shorney reported that several years ago the Department began a program for Prairie in the Park
which allows taller prairie grasses be planted in parks  that don’t need to be mowed.  The
Department currently mows an average of 2200 acres and they would like to reduce that number
due to budget constraints.  There are also several “low-mow / no-mow” areas in parks for the
same reason and they serve as erosion control along some stream beds.  While working
through these new practices, it became difficult to explain to the public what was taking place so
the Department created a document entitled Turf Grass BMP’s (Best Management Practices)
that’s broken into five sections with a brief explanation of what those five sections do.  After
brief discussion, it was moved (Futures Committee) to recommend approval of the Best
Management Practices (BMP’s) for Turf and Grass in Park/Open Space Areas.  Motion
carried by unanimous vote of members present.  A copy of the BMP’s will be attached to the
file copy of these minutes.  

 Golf Committee - Rounds and Revenue
C No report

Executive Committee - Karen Hand (Chair) - 423-1244

C City Council Report - Lynn Johnson said the Council approved the Kinder Porter Scott Family
Foundation Agreement.

C County Commissioners Report - no report.

C Lincoln Parks Foundation Report - Karen Hand reported the Foundation held a special
meeting to discuss the Larry the Cable Show to be held on July 4th at Memorial Stadium.  This



means the Uncle Sam’s Jam will be held on July 3rd.  The Foundation also took action on the
following:

C approved a one-time grant of $5,000 for the City to hire the Lincoln Symphony to play on
July 3rd at Oak Lake;

C approved the BMP Agreement;
C  they will be looking for a coordinator to work with their clerical personnel to move the

Foundation forward; and
C approved a resolution of partnering with the Lincoln Community Foundation to work on a

planned giving/legacy  program.

Staff Reports:

C  Lynn Johnson reported there was a TIF district established when the  brick office
building at 10th & Lincoln Mall was constructed.  The initial TIF money that came from
that project funded the 2002-03  improvements on Lincoln Mall.  There is one TIF
payment to be made on those improvements and then the rest of the funds from that
project will generate roughly $2 - 2.2 million over the rest of it’s life.  The Planning
Commission amended the TIF boundaries to include all of Centennial Mall, with an
emphasis on the two block straight north of the Capitol Bldg., a block east of the Capitol
and 1-2 blocks south of the Capitol.  This will now serve as the funding source that can
be used to leverage a fund raising campaign for renovation of Centennial Mall. 

Announcements:

C Rose Pruning Seminar and Rose Garden Clean-up on Saturday, April 11, 1:00 p.m. in 
Antelope Park.  The Lincoln Rose Society will be providing training on rose pruning.

C The Mayor will hold a news conference on April 15th to announce a very detailed on-line
survey for citizens seeking their opinions on funding sources for the budget.  Nature 
Center admission fee will be one of the questions included in this survey.  Last year
approximately 1200 people filled out a similar survey.

C The Painted Rain Barrel competition will be held at the Nature Center on Saturday, April
18th, beginning at 9:00 a.m.

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted:

Jeanne Bowling, Secretary to the Director
Parks & Recreation Dept. 
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