
FROM THE TRAILS
OF THE PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER JANUARY - APRIL 2016

Hike, dig, climb, 
build, explore, 

and learn 
while being 

outdoors
 at the 

Nature Center 
Preschool.

NATURE PRESCHOOL 

 OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, January 21

Inclement weather date: January 28

10:00 - 11:00 am or 
1:00 - 2:00 pm 

or
Thursday, February 25

10:00-11:00 am 

Registration 
for the 

2016/2017 
school year

 begins 
February 1, 2016. 

Space is limited. 

Learn more about 
the nature based 

preschool and 
pre-kindergarten 

programs by 
attending the 
open house 

or contact the 
Preschool Director 
at 402-441-8669.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
CROSS COUNTRY SKI WORKSHOP 
Saturday, January 23      	         2:00 – 4:00 pm 
Prairie Building  			      $18/person 
Outdoor Adventures from the University of 
Nebraska will host this workshop. Ski rental is 
included in the registration fee. If weather is not 
suitable for skiing, there will be an indoor ski 
demo and coupon for ski rental will be given. 
Recommended for individuals 12 and up. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
Register by January 20. 

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT 
Saturday, February 13	        9:00 – 11:00 am 
Chet Ager Bldg 	    $5 Suggested Donation 
In 1998 the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National 
Audubon Society launched the first Great Backyard 
Bird Count. Join us at the Nature Center for this 
annual winter walk and bird count along our 
woodland and prairie trails. Register by February 11. 

MOONLIT NIGHT HIKE 
Friday, February 19 	          7:00 – 8:30 pm 
Prairie Building 			         $8/person
Light from an almost full moon will help guide our 
way as we explore the trails at night. Following the 
hike, share stories and discoveries while enjoying 
hot chocolate. Register by February 17. 

GEOLOGY DAY 
Sunday, March 13 	          1:00 – 4:00 pm 
Prairie Building 	    $5 Suggested Donation 
Fossils, minerals, and gemstones! Learn about 
geology through displays and demonstrations 
set-up by the members of the Lincoln Gem and 
Mineral Club. 

MORE INSIDE: 
Sandhill Crane Trip: Thursday, March 10 
Spring and Summer Camps: Registration Begins 
Monday, January 25 
Save the Date: FREE Family Event
Wild Adventure Day, Saturday April 30



HAVE YOUR NEXT GATHERING AT THE 
NATURE CENTER.
A great place for birthday parties, group 
meetings or company retreats.  
Call 402-441-7985 for more information about 
auditorium rental or birthday party themes and 
pricing. 

SAVE THE DATE
WILD ADVENTURE DAY 
Saturday, April 30 		    10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
FREE 
Celebrate all things wild at Wild Adventure Day, a 
free family event at the Nature Center. Activities 
for all ages will be set-up throughout the Nature 
Center. Special presentation, booths, crafts, games 
and more can be expected. 

SANDHILL CRANE TRIP

Thursday, March 10	            Noon – 11 pm 
$85/person

Experience the sights and sounds of the Sandhill 
cranes as they migrate through Nebraska. This 
trip includes a visit to the Nebraska Nature and 
Visitor Center, travel along rural roads to see cranes 
foraging and dancing in fields, then a private blind 
at Rowe Sanctuary where we’ll watch and listen as 
the cranes return to the Platte River at sunset. The 
fee includes van transportation, a light dinner, and 
the cost of the blind. (The $25 blind reservation 
fee is nonrefundable if the trip is cancelled, or if a 
participant cancels and a replacement cannot be 
found.) Participants must have the ability to walk 
uneven trails in low light. Vans will depart from the 
Wild Bird Habitat Store (56th and Hwy 2).  Space is 
limited. Register by February 10.

THANK YOU

MEMBERSOWN CREDIT UNION 
In November, MemebersOwn Credit Union’s 
Featured Members, the Meister Family, choose 
the Nature Center’s Camp Discovery program to 
be the recipient of a $500 donation. 
Thank you to everyone who particpated in the 
campaign to make the donation possibe. 
Learn more about Camp Discovery on the next page.

OTHER DONATIONS
Thank you, Charles and Esta Ellis for the donation 
of a spotting scope. 

FREE PROGRAMS EVERY SATURDAY
November - March, 7:00 - 10:00 pm 
April - October, 8:00 -11:00 pm 

Enjoy programs about 
astronomy and space 
exploration, learn from 
knowledgeable volunteers, 
and take a peek into the 
universe through three 
different telescopes. 
Programs change monthly. 

Visit hydeobservatory.info for more details.  Hyde 
Observatory is located on the south side of Holmes 
Lake in Holmes Park. 3701 S 70th St, Lincoln, NE. 

HYDE OBSERVATORY 

PROGRAMS FOR SCOUTS
ONE HOUR GUIDED HIKES: $4/SCOUT
Minimum 10 scouts  or $40.00
Visit the Nature Center to learn about nature, 
hiking, and the plants and animals that you might 
encounter in Nebraska. Your 
hike leader will help identify 
plants and animals or signs 
of animals while hiking and 
exploring the Nature Center. 
Hikes can be adapted for 
specific scout level requirements. Hikes must be 
arranged at least two weeks in advance. Call 402-
441-7895 for more information or to schedule your 
guided hike today. 



Spring and summer camp registration opens on 
January 25. 

Get outside and 

discover the 

wild in Lincoln!
CAMP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 
FOR CHILDEREN 3-17 YEARS OLD

NATURE EXPLORERS SPRING CAMP 
Monday-Friday, March 7 – 11
8:30 am – 5:00 pm 
Location: Pioneers Park Nature Center  
Ages: 6 – 12 year olds
Fee: $180 
Spend the week learning about nature, playing 
games, and exploring at Nature Explorers Camp. 
Campers will spend time outdoors every day. 
Bring a sack lunch and come prepared to have a 
fun week making discoveries and new friends. 
Register by February 29.

CAMP DISCOVERY 
Monday – Thursday, June 6 – July 21 
*There will not be camp the week of July 4.
9:00 – 11:30 am 
Location: Pioneers Park Nature Center  
Ages: 3-6 year olds 
Fee: $80/week 
Different themes each week will introduce your 
child to the natural world. Campers will learn 
through outdoor exploration, crafts, and nature 
games.

LEADERSHIP CAMP 
Monday – Friday, June 6-10 
8:30 am – 5:00 pm 
Location: Wilderness Park     
Ages: 14-17 year olds 
Fee: $135
Learn, polish, and practice your leadership 
skills through team building exercises, a service 
learning project, and outdoor education activities. 
Following Leadership Camp, attendees can assist 
at Wilderness Nature Camp over the summer as 
Junior Counselors. Call the Nature Center for more 
information.

WILDERNESS NATURE DAY CAMP 
Monday – Friday, June 13 – August 5

*There will not be camp the week of July 4
8:30 am – 5:00 pm 

*Extended hours from 7:30 am – 5:30 pm 
Location: Wilderness Park 

Ages: 6-13 year olds 
Fee: $180/week 

Outdoor fun and adventure is guaranteed at 
Wilderness Park Day camp. Campers will spend 
the week hiking, exploring, crafting, making 
friends, and making lasting memories. Each 
week includes a field trip to a different location. 
Sign your explorer up for one week or all seven! 
Themes and activities change each week. A camp 
t-shirt is included with registration. 

CAMPS
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ABOUT THE FRIENDS OF PPNC
Help support the Nature Center by joining the Friends 
of PPNC. Your Friends Membership includes access to 
special Friends programing, 10% off all Nature Center 
gift shop items, free or reduced admission to other 
nature centers nationwide, and the satisfaction of 
supporting a valuable community resource. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Saturday, January 30		               9:00 – 11:00 am
Prairie Center 				            Free 
Everyone is invited to attend the Friends’ Annual 
Meeting. Enjoy conversation and refreshments while 
also learning more about the Friends of Pioneers Park 
Nature Center. 
Adrian Olivera will show photos from his time lapse 
project. There will also be presentations on the Prairie 
Corridor project. 

FRIENDS OF PPNC
NEW WEBSITE COMING SOON! 
The Friends have been awarded a grant from Firespring 
to develop a Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center 
website and new logo. The site and logo will be 
launched in early 2016. Thank you to those who 
nominated the Friends of PPNC and to Firespring for 
this opportunity. 

CONNECT WITH US 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/lnknaturecenter/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/LNKNatureCenter
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LNKNatureCenter/

LNKNatureCenter
On Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

Admission: Donation - $3/person $5/family $10/group
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday: Noon - 5:00 p.m.

402.441.7895
naturecenter@lincoln.ne.gov
parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter
3201 S. Coddington (west end of  Pioneers Park) Lincoln, NE 68522


