
FROM THE TRAILS
OF THE PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER

MAY - AUGUST 2016

SPECIAL EVENTS
NATURE TREKKERS 
Wednesdays in June                    10:00 -11:00 am 
Prairie Building                 $3/person
Dates and Themes
June 1: Woodland Friends June 8: Wetlands
June 15: Prairie Insects   June 22: Soil and Plants 
June 29: Owls and Hawks
On these weekly treks, children and their families can explore 
the trails, visit various spots at the Nature Center, and learn 
about the natural world. Hikes are planned for young children, 
all ages are welcome. Children in groups must be supervised: 
one adult for every six kids. 
Register by the Monday before each trek. 

FROGS AND FLOATS
Sunday, June 19                                    1:00 -3:00 pm 
Prairie Building                $15/family
Celebrate Father’s Day catching frogs and exploring other 
pond life. We’ll use dip nets and magnifiers to take a closer 
look at our findings. Refreshing root beer floats will be served 
after we clean-up and let all of our critters back in the pond. 
For this adventure, old shoes and clothes are encouraged. 
Register by June 16.

HERB FESTIVAL
Saturday, July 16
Prairie Building 

  
9 am - Noon

 $15/person
Join us for a morning of learning about herbs. 
This program will be filled with presentations and outdoor 
learning. Registration includes three presentations and light 
refreshments. Call 402-441-7895 to register by July 12.

Presentation Include 
Sarah Browning, UNL Extension Educator - 
Horticulture and Urban Agriculture
Sarah will be discussing insects and diseases of herbs. This 
presentation will take place both indoors and outdoors. 

Nicole Saville, Spiritus Vitae Botanicals 
Nicole and her husband, Paul, own a small medicinal herb 
and food farm just outside of Lincoln. They provide herbs 
and produce using non-depleting practices to provide the 
community and land with optimal nourishment. 

RaeAnn Powers, Prairie Legacy 
RaeAnn is a biologist for Prairie Legacy, Inc. and ecologist 
for Witt’s End Homestead LLC. She will lead a presentation 
on native herbs and edibles including the benefit of 
native plants. Prairie Legacy is located in Western, NE, and 
strives to provide botanical services and products to foster 
environmental health and eco-friendly living. 

Support for the herb festival and Louise Evans Doole 
Herb Garden is provided by The Doole Family Charitable 
Foundation.

PROGRAMS

“Herbs are valued for 
their flavor, fragrance, 

medicinal, and healthful 
qualities, economic and 
industrial uses, pesticide 
properties, and coloring 

materials (dyes).”  

 Definition of an Herb, The 
Herbal Society of America

Check out more programs and classes inside.

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/lnknaturecenter/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/LNKNatureCenter

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LNKNatureCenter/LNKNatureCenter
Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram



WILDERNESS NATURE DAY CAMP 

Monday – Friday, June 13 – August 5. 
*There will not be camp the week of July 4th. 
8:30 am – 5:00 pm 
*Extended hours from 7:30 am – 5:30 pm are available.
Wilderness Park 
Ages: 6-13 year olds 
$180/week 
Outdoor fun and adventure is guaranteed at Wilderness Park 
Day camp. Campers will spend the week hiking, exploring, 
crafting, and making friends and lasting memories. Each 
week includes a field trip to a different location. Sign 
your explorer up for one week or all seven! Themes and 
activities change each week. A camp T-shirt is included with 
registration. 

“What I like best is building forts,
 catching frogs, and having fun.” 

~ WNC Camper 

CAMP DISCOVERY FOR 3-6 YEAR OLDS 
June 6 – July 21 *There will not be camp the week of July 4
Monday – Thursday    9:00 – 11:30 am
Prairie Building              $80/session 
Different themes each week will introduce your child to 
the natural world. Campers will learn through outdoor 
exploration, crafts, and nature games.
Dates and Themes:
June 6-9: Seeds and Soil 
Dig, plant, and learn in the Children’s Garden. 
June 13-16: Just Hike 
Head north, south, east, west to discover plants and animalls 
in the Nature Center. 
June 20-23: Enchanted Woodlands and Friends 
Explore the magic of the woods at the Nature Center. 
June 27-30: Outdoor Play Space 
Spend the week digging, building, and splashing at the 
natural play area. 
July 11-14 and July 18-21: Sticks, Sticks, & More Sticks 
We’ll hunt for sticks, build with them and use sticks to learn 
about nature. 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 

SUMMER CAMPWORKSHOPS AND CLASSES  

COMPOSTING DEMONSTRATIONS 
Saturday, May 21                          2 pm 
Saturday, June 11                        10 am  
Backyard Composting Demo Area 
Attend a free composting demonstration sponsored by 
Nebraska Extension in Lancaster Count and the City of 
Lincoln Recycling Office. You’ll see three types of composting 
bins and how to use them. At each composting program, 
two participants will win either a composting thermometer 
or a composting bin. All demonstration are presented at 
the Pioneers Park Nature Center’s backyard composting 
demonstration area. No registration needed.

RAIN BARREL WORKSHOP
Saturday, June 11          2:00 - 4:00 pm 
Prairie Building                $35/person
This build-your-own rain barrel workshop will teach you the 
basics of rainwater harvesting and how to use a rain barrel 
for your lawn or garden. All participants will take home a 
rain barrel, valued at $110. Rain barrels must be transported, 
by the participant, off-site the day of the workshop. The 
workshop is geared towards adults, kids may attend with an 
accompanying adult. Register by June 8.

Choose your birthday party theme from Reptiles Rock, 
Grow in the Garden, Marvelous Mammals, Nature’s 
Scavenger Hunt, Insect Investigations, or Amazing Birds 
and have a special celebration with your friends at the 
Nature Center. 
Available Saturdays 10 am – noon and 1:30 – 3:30 
pm, Sundays 1:30-3:30 pm, in the Prairie Building 
Auditorium. 
We provide the space, program, favor bags for each child 
and a special gift for the guest of honor. Call for more 
information or to schedule your party at least two weeks 
in advance. $100 for up to 10 children and 5 adults, 
$7/additional child, $3/additional adult 



THANK YOU!

DONATIONS
Henry ‘Bud’ Evermann Memorials 
Gen Hogg Memorials

Donations for Preschool 
Family of Evan Peterson 
Kathy Anthes donation of educational items 

Edna Shields Natural Play Space 
Thank you to Russ’s Community Rewards, Lincoln 
Electic System, AllState - Lincoln Office, and preschool 
families for their time and donations to help make 
improvements to the Natural Play Space possible. 
Additions include a tunnel to crawl through and run 
over, a canoe to play pretend, new stepping stumps 
to practice balance and climbing, a gourd tunnel to 
crawl through, and new tables made from electrical 
spools from LES to have tea parties at or make mud 
pies on. Favorite features that still remain are the 
hollow logs, fort, and of course the sandbox.  

In addition, Caelan Blum’s friends and family donated 
new sandbox tools (shovels, rakes, and buckets) for 
the Natural Play Space at Caelan’s birthday held at the 
Nature Center. 

FREE PROGRAMS EVERY SATURDAY
April - October, 8:00 -11:00 pm
November - March, 7:00 - 10:00 pm 
Enjoy programs about astronomy and space exploration, learn 
from knowledgeable volunteers, and take a peek into the 
universe through three different telescopes. Programs 
change monthly. Visit hydeobservatory.info for more details.  
Hyde Observatory is located on the south side of Holmes Lake in 
Holmes Park. 3701 S 70th St, Lincoln, NE. 

HYDE OBSERVATORY 

ONE HOUR GUIDED HIKES: $4/SCOUT
Minimum 10 scouts  or $40.00
Visit the Nature Center to learn about nature, hiking, and 
plants and animals. Hikes can be adapted for specific scout 
level requirements. Hikes must be arranged at least two 
weeks in advance. Call 402-441-7895 for more information or 
to schedule your guided hike today. 

MORE PROGRAMS

BUTTERFLY COUNT 
Saturday, July 9             9 am - Noon 
Prairie Building                  $5/person
No need to be an expert, 
take part in the annual 
butterfly count sponsored 
by the North American 
Butterfly Association 
(NABA). The count begins 
with a presentation 
and introductory slide 
show. Participants will 
then disperse with their 
butterfly expert guide to 
the count areas: Pioneers 
Park Nature Center and 
Spring Creek Prairie. This 
program involves walking 
approximately 2 hours and 
covering 2-3 miles. Children 
must be accompanied by an 
adult.  Register by July 7.

ROCK AND MINERAL GRINDING PARTY 
Sunday, July 10          1:00 - 4:00 pm 
Prairie Building               $5 Suggested Donation
What’s that rock? Attend this gathering to learn about the 
gems and minerals of the Great Plains, watch rock cutting, 
polishing, and finishing demos and interact with the 
members of the Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club. Registration 
is not required. 

SCOUTS
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parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter
3201 S. Coddington (west end of  Pioneers Park) Lincoln, NE 68522

PRAIRIE JAZZ FESTIVAL 
Saturday, August 27                                   3:00 – 7:30 pm
Join the Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center for an evening 
listening to jazz music surrounded by beautiful tallgrass prairie 
and wildflowers. Performances by Sarah Cosano and Cambia, 
Jackie Allen Quintet, and the Gulizia Brothers and Friends.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: LNKnaturecenter.org  
$40/general admission   |   $100/VIP

Hours: Monday - Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday: Noon - 5:00 p.m.
Admission: Donation - $3/person $5/family $10/group

Do you have a child 
who loves to be outside, 
likes to climb and dig, 
enjoys exploring their 
surroundings? The perfect 
classroom for your child 
might be the nature 
preschool at Pioneers Park 
Nature Center.

Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten 
for children 3, 4, and 5 years old

A place where it’s okay to get dirty.

Call the Preschool Director at 402-441-8669 for more 
information. 

prairieJazz
festival


