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April - Switzer Ranch, Burwell, NE
Greater Prairie Chicken Multi-Day Tour
Friday-Sunday,  April 26-28  |  $550/person (double) 
Single room options may be available at an additional $100.
Meet on the south side of Auld Pavilion, 1650 Memorial Drive (02)

Experience the booming and 
dancing of the greater prairie 
chicken and sharp-tailed 
grouse during lek tours on the 
Switzer Ranch through Calamus 
Outfitters.

This multi-day excursion includes 
transportation, two nights of 
lodging, dinner Friday thru 

breakfast on Sunday, early morning guided lek tours on Saturday and 
Sunday mornings, eco-tour of the Switzer Ranch, and birding and wildlife 
viewing at the Calamus reservoir.

Known for their mating dance,  
the greater prairie chickens 
display together in a gathering 
called a lek. The male prairie 
chickens raise their ear tuft 
feathers, inflate the bright 
orange air sacks on their neck, 
and stomp about in order to 
attract the females. Similarly the 
sharp-tailed grouse will display 
or dance to attract female 
grouse to their dancing grounds as well.

Greater prairie chickens are a vulnerable species. Prairie habitat 
fragmentation and loss have been a factor in the reduction of numbers. 
Today, the populations of greater prairie chicken are isolated to the mixed 
grass prairies of the central United States. Preservation and restoration of 
prairie habitat have been successful at stabilizing population numbers. 

$250 deposit is due by January 11, 2019 and includes non-refundable $50 
fee. The remaining balance is due by March 1, 2019. The deposit minus the 
registration fee is refundable until January 11, 2019. The paid balance minus 
the deposit is refundable until March 1, 2019.

follow us: @lnknaturecenter

Your Tour Guides 

402.441.7895
naturecenter@lincoln.ne.gov
parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter

3201 S. Coddington, Lincoln, NE 68522

Contact the Nature Center for more information or to sign up for any of our 
programs. 
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November - Hitchcock Nature Center, Cresent, IA
HawkWatch & Eagle Migration
Saturday, November 17  | 11 am -  4:30 pm  |  $50/person
Meet on the south side of Auld Pavilion, 1650 Memorial Drive (02)

During the fall, hawks, eagles, and other raptors migrate south along 
the Missouri River Valley. Our destination for this tour is the Hitchcock 
Nature Center, located along the “hawk highway” where thousands of 
birds pass through. Because of this prime location the Hitchcock Nature 
Center began a HawkWatch and count to record data that is recorded 
on a national database for raptor research. The day of our visit we will 

attend the Hitchcock Nature Center Eagle Migration Event and learn about their HawkWatch program.  

You are welcome to bring your own snacks for the bus ride. Register by November 12. Full payment is due at 
registration. 

This is a biannual trip. Every other year we take a road trip to the Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge for eagle 
watching during the Refuge’s Eagle Days the first week in December. 

March - Rowe Sanctuary, Gibbon, NE
Sandhill Crane Day Trip 
Friday, March 8   |  Noon - 10:30 pm  |  $100/person
Saturday, March 9  |  Noon - 10:30 pm  |  $100/person
Two opportunities to travel with us to see the Sandhill Cranes. 
Meet on the south side of Auld Pavilion, 1650 Memorial Drive (02)

One of the world’s greatest migrations converges right here 
in Nebraska. Witness these spectacular birds as they forage 
and dance in the fields and fly above us on our way to the 
Ian Nicolson Audubon Center at Rowe Sanctuary in Gibbon, 
Nebraska. 

The first stop on this day trip will be to the Crane Trust 
Nature and Visitor Center. Next we will stop for a mid-
afternoon light meal and then make our way to our final 
destination, Rowe Sanctuary. Here we will hear a short 
presentation on cranes and make our way to a private 
viewing blind along the Platte River. As we watch the 
sunset, we’ll listen to thousands of cranes and observe 
them as they gather on the river for the night. 

Included in this remarkable experience is transportation, 
your meal, and cost of the blind. The $35 blind reservation fee is nonrefundable if the trip is canceled. Participants 
must have the ability to walk uneven trails in low light. Space is limited. Register by February 8. 

This is an annual trip. Registration opens in January. The trip is typically scheduled to take place at the peak of the 
Sandhill Crane migration in early-mid March. 


