
FROM THE TRAILS
AUGUST -DECEMBER

WILD WAGON RIDE EVENT 
Cruise past the elk, see if you can spy the white tailed 
buck, and roll past the bison herd on our Wagon Ride 
at the Nature Center. This unique opportunity will 
take guests out to areas usually not open to the public 
where you can enjoy the prairie and a behind the 
scenes view of the Nature Center. 

First ride takes-off at 11:30 am, departing every half 
hour thereafter with the last one returning at 4:30 pm. 
Space is limited. To guarantee space for you and your 
family/friends tickets for rides should be purchased 
in advance. Choose your departure time when you 
purchase the tickets. Arrive at least 15 minutes before 
your scheduled time to get to the loading zone before 
departure. Remaining tickets are first come first serve. 
Food vendors will be on-site during the wagon rides 
for guests to enjoy during this fun fall day. 

If you have a large group and would like a similar 
experience please check out our Private Wagon Ride 
offerings.
SEPT 22 SAT 11am - 4pm

Prairie Bldg. $4/person

PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER NE WSLE T TER

FALL WAGON RIDES!

PRIVATE WAGON RIDES FOR GROUPS
Plan a unique event for your friends, family, 
co-workers, or group.  All private rides include a 
campfire and hot cocoa (or lemonade).  

SEPT 23 - NOV 3 FRI/SAT/SUN Call 402-441-7895  

NOV 3 SAT Check in: 8:30 am
 1 mile  9 am. 5K 9:30 am 

School House $25/person 13 and up 
$12/person 12 and under

PRAIRIE RUN
Help support the Nature 
Center and the work we do 
to preserve the tallgrass 
prairie. This walk/run will 
take you along mowed 
trails through the prairie, 
up and over rolling hills, 

along groundwater fed ponds, and through the 
tallgrass prairie. The 1 mile option is a moderate 
route on mowed trails with some hills. The 5K option 
is a challenging hilly course along uneven terrain. All 
participants will be entered into a prize drawing and 
receive a participation gift. This event is not officially 
timed.  
Sign up: Getmeregistered.com (key word: Prairie Run)
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C e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  2 0 1 8 
H e r b  o f  t h e  Ye a r  -  H O P S

LNKnaturecenter.org

H e r b a l  F e s t i v a l

3-5 pm - Classes & Workshops 
6 pm - Beer Paring Dinner

8.11.18

Tickets and Info:



PROGRAMS & EVENTS

FALL HARVEST: SEED 
COLLECTION
Volunteer to help Pioneers Park 
Nature Center collect seed for 
prairie restoration. Each year, seeds 
are collected from the grasses and 
forbs in the prairie. These seeds are 
distributed in areas with less diversity 
to enhance the prairie ecosystem. 
No prior experience necessary. Dress 
for the weather, wear suitable shoes 
for walking off trail in the prairie, and 
bring your own work gloves if you 
have them. 
Register to volunteer by October 10.

OCT 13 SAT 9-11 am

Prairie Bldg. FREE

SATURDAY WITH OUR 
NATURALIST
Join us for a guided hike with the 
Nature Center’s Naturalist. We’ll go for 
a guided hike on the Nature Center 
trails to observe the flora and fauna 
for the area. Hikes will cover different 
areas of the Nature Center. 
Register by the Wednesday before 
each hike.  

SEPT  15 SAT 2-3 pm 
OCT 20 SAT 2-3 pm
NOV 17 SAT 2-3 pm 
Prairie Bldg. $5/person

COMPOSTING WORKSHOP
Learn how to be successful with 
composting by attending a free 
demonstration workshop sponsored 
by Nebraska Extension in Lancaster 
County and the City of Lincoln 
Recycling Office. Demonstrations 
are presented by Extension Master 
Gardeners and include three types 
of composting bins and how to use 
them. This workshop takes place at 
the composting demonstration area 
just across the road from the Prairie 
Building. 

Sept 15 SAT 10-11 am

Oct 13 SAT 10-11 am 

Compost Demo Area                  Free

PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER

NIGHT HIKE 
Experience a fall evening at the Nature 
Center after dark. We’ll begin the hike 
after sunset to enjoy the sights and 
sounds of the nocturnal world around 
us. If it is a clear evening we’ll hike to a 
spot to enjoy the moonrise. 
Register by October 24.  

OCT 26 FRI 7:30-9 pm 

Prairie Bldg. $8.50/person

HAWK WATCH TRIP 
to Hitchcock Nature Center 
Witness the fall migration of raptors as they soar along the “hawk highway” at 
Hitchcock Nature Center near Crescent, Iowa. Recognized as one of the top 25 
hawk watches in North America, thousands of eagles, hawks, and other raptors 
pass through the area as they migrate south. We will depart from Auld Pavilion 
and travel by van to the Hitchcock Nature Center. Please dress for the weather. 
Register by November 12.

NOV 17 SAT 11 am-4:30 pm 

Auld Pavilion $50/person

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Join us for one of the nation’s longest-
running community science bird 
programs, the annual Christmas Bird 
Count. Help us count the species and 
number of birds in Pioneers Park. All 
information will be recorded as part of 
the Lincoln Area 2018 Christmas Bird 
Count. 
Please register by December 12.

DEC 15 SAT 8:30 am

Chet Ager Bldg.                   FREE

WINTER SOLSTICE HIKE
Enjoy the crisp early winter weather 
and wildlife at the Nature Center 
during a guided hike. Open to all ages. 
Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Register by December 19. 

DEC 21 FRI 4:30-
5:30 pm

Prairie Bldg.        $4/person
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PRESCHOOL 

LEARN ABOUT OUR PRESCHOOL 
Parent Meeting 
Join us to learn about the Nature Center Preschool. Does 
your child love being outdoors, is fascinated with sticks, and 
has tons of curiosity? Check out our preschool for ages 3-4 
and pre-kindergarten program for ages 4-5. Registration for 
the 2019-20 school year begins Feb. 1. Please, adults only 
at the information meeting. For more information please 
contact the Preschool Director at 402-441-8669.

JAN 22 TUES 10-10:45 am
*Inclement weather date Tuesday, January 29.

Prairie Bldg, Auditorium  

Birthday party programming is 
recommended for ages 5-12.

 Choose from one of the following themes: 
• Amazing Birds 

• Reptiles Rock 

• Nature’s 
Scavenger 
Hunt 

• Insect Investigation 
(Offered late summer 
to fall) 

• Grow in the Garden 
(Offered spring to 
mid-summer)

$125 (10 children)            $8.50 each add’l child

GUIDED HIKES
Schedule a guided hike for your scout group at the Nature 
Center. Hikes can be adapted for specific scout level and 
requirements. Hikes must be arranged at least two weeks in 
advance. 1 or 2 hour programs are available. 

$4.25/scout/hour, 10 scout minimum

SCOUTS

HYDE OBSERVATORY 
Observe the night sky through telescopes and learn about 
astronomy, space exploration, and constellations through 
educational programing and knowledgeable volunteers.  
Programs change monthly, call 402-441-7094 for more 
information or visit hydeobservatory.info. 

April - August SAT Sundown-11 pm

September SAT 8-11 pm 

Oct. - March SAT 7-10 pm

Hyde Observatory is located on the south 
side of Holmes Lake on South Shore Rd.

Free



402.441.7895
naturecenter@lincoln.ne.gov

parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter

3201 S. Coddington (west end of  Pioneers Park) Lincoln, NE 68522

Hours: Monday - Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday: Noon - 5:00 p.m.
Admission: Donation - $3/person $5/family $10/group

follow us: 
@lnknaturecenter

FALL FUN DAY
SCHOOLS OUT - FALL FUN DAY
This day camp for students in Kindergarten - 5th grade will 
include a hayrack ride, outdoor exploring, a camp fire, hiking, 
marshmallow roasting, and much more. Come prepared to be 
outdoors and bring your lunch. Lincoln Public School elementary 
are not in attendance on this day.  Register by October 3.

OCT 12 FRI 8:30 am-5:00 pm

extended hours 7:30 am - 5:30 pm are  available

Prairie Bldg.                   $40/child

AUDITORIUM RENTAL 
Plan your event at the Nature Center. 

The Auditorium seats 60 comfortably at tables or 80 
theatre style. Great for meetings, retreats, or other 
gatherings.  

$58/hour (min. 3 hours) 
$375/day

NATURE SCAVENGER HUNT - WINTER 
WONDERLAND 
Do you have cabin fever? Get out for some fresh air during 
our winter outdoor scavenger hunt. Enjoy hot cocoa 
afterwards to warm up and talk about what you found 
while out on the trails. Register by January 16.

JAN 19 SAT 1-3 pm

Prairie Bldg.                   $4/person

SAVE THE DATES
FRIENDS OF THE PIONEERS PARK NATURE 
CENTER ANNUAL MEETING 
Join the Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center for their 
annual gathering. Come learn more about the Friends of 
Pioneers Park Nature Center and enjoy refreshments and 
conversation.

JAN 26 SAT 9-11 am

Prairie Bldg.                   FREE


