
FROM THE TRAILS
MAY - AUGUST 2019

Join the Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center 
for a family friendly bike event in support of 
Pioneers Park Nature Center. The event will 
include three choices of bikes routes from a flat 
ride to a more challenging ride to downtown 
Lincoln and back with stops along the way. 
Activities for riders and non-riders include yoga, 
a strider bike course, food trucks, beer garden, 
and more. 

Bike Routes 
• 4 mile flat route - easy ride on park trails 

• 11 mile out and back - follows the Bison Trail 
and stops at White Elm Brewing Co. and Blue 
Blood Brewing Co. 

• 17 mile downtown loop - recommended for 
more experienced riders, following the Bison 
Trail and Jamaica North Trail as well as some 
bike routes on streets. Stops include Method 
Cycles and Craft House, White Elm Brewing 
Co. and Blue Blood Brewing Co. 

Additional information and tickets available 
at LNKnaturecenter.org. 

PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER NE WSLE T TER

June 29 SAT 9:30 am Check-in
10 am - Rides Begin

Pioneers Park 
Nature Center 

$15/Friends Members 
$17/General 

*T-Shirt comes with registration.

BITES, BIKES, AND BISON 
A Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center Event 

CELEBRATING THE PRAIRIE CORRIDOR 
Mayor Chris Beutler and the Lincoln Parks Foundation 
invite the community to Celebrate the Prairie Corridor! 
All ages are invited to this free, public, outdoor 
celebration. We have many activities planned, 
including:
• Visit the Hudson Cabin
• Explore the Heritage School
• Discover the Prairie Scavenger Hunt for kids
• Enjoy local food for purchase (Gelato To Go, 

Kitchen Sink Bakery, The Gilded Swine, and 
Roaming Tacos)

• Tour the Prairie Corridor Trail via Pedalpushers or 
Bike LNK bikes

• Experience the Prairie from a drone’s perspective
• Learn about Native Birds
• Stroll through the prairie

MAY 14 TUE 5:30 -7:30 PM
Martin Prairie at Pioneers Park Nature Center 
*In case of inclement weather this event will be canceled. 

OUTDOOR YOGA  |  FREE
Meet in the meadow by the Pollinator Garden at Pioneers 
Park Nature Center for free yoga. Stretch and breath in the 
beauty of the outdoors. If there is inclement weather, yoga 
will be canceled. Bring your own mat or towel and bug 
repellent. 
No registration required. 

JUNE 6 - AUG 1 THUR *NO CLASS JULY 4 9:30 -10:30 AM 

BECOME A FRIEND
Memberships start at $25/year. 
Join at LNKnaturecenter.org. 

BECOME A SPONSOR 
OF BITES, BIKES, AND BISON
Contact Andrea Faas, Nature Center Coordinator, 
402-441-7895 to learn more about Friends’ 
sponsorship opportunties. 



Camp

PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER

 Nature based day camps 
for ages 3-17. 

2019

WILDERNESS NATURE CAMP (6-13 YEAR OLDS)
Each week includes a field trip to a different location, 
guest presenters, hands-on activities, time to explore the 
creek, hike, and build forts. A camp t-shirt is included with 
registration. Snacks and water are provided. Campers bring 
lunch, water bottle, bug spray, sunscreen, and old shoes. 

JUNE 10-AUG 2
MON-FRI

8:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
Extended hours: 7:30 am-5:30 pm

PIONEERS PARK $185/CAMPER/WEEK
June 10-14 Mammal Mania 

June 17-21 Aquatic Adventures 

June 24-28 Eco-Ventures (ages 6-13) 
Eco-Ventures + Biking (ages 9-13)

July 8-12 Nature Escape 

July 15-19 Pollinator Protectors 

July 22-26 Backwoods Navigators 

July 29-Aug 2 Art in Nature 

LEADERSHIP CAMP (14-17 YEAR OLDS)
During Leadership Camp youth will grow as a leader and 
role model, gain outdoor skills, increase their knowledge of 
natural science, make new friends, and have the opportunity 
to earn volunteer hours during the summer. 

June 3-7 MON-FRI                    8:30 AM - 5:00 
PM 

Pioneers Park $150/Camper

CAMP DISCOVERY (3-6 YEAR OLDS)
Camp Discovery is a half day camp designed for ages 3-6. 
Children need to come prepared to be outdoors, get dirty, 
and have fun. A camp t-shirt is included with registration. 
Campers meet in the Prairie Building Preschool Classrooms. 

JUNE 3-JULY 11               MON-THUR 9:00 AM - 11:30 
AM 

Pioneers Park Nature Center $90/CAMPER/
SESSION

June 3-6 Outdoor Classroom 

June 10-13 Jerome the Gnome

June 17-20 Reptile Ramble 

June 24-27 Forest Friends 

July 8-11 Mud Pies 

July 15-18 Bubbles, Boats, and Floats

Nature Camp is...
days spent outside 

learning, playing, and 
exploring. 

Contact the Nature Center for additional info.
402-441-7895  | naturecenter@lincoln.ne.gov



PROGRAMS & EVENTS
SATURDAY WITH OUR 
NATURALIST
Hit the trails with a Naturalist to 
explore and learn about plants, 
animals, insects, and more. Open to all 
ages. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult. Register by May 15

MAY 18 SAT 2-3 PM 
Sept 21 SAT 2-3 PM
PRAIRIE BLDG. $5/PERSON

COMPOSTING WORKSHOP
Learn how to be successful with 
composting by attending a free 
demonstration workshop sponsored 
by Nebraska Extension in Lancaster 
County and the City of Lincoln 
Recycling Office. Demonstrations 
are presented by Extension Master 
Gardeners and include three types 
of composting bins and how to use 
them. This workshop takes place at 
the composting demonstration area 
just across the road from the Prairie 
Building. 

MAY 18 SAT 10-11 AM
JUNE 22 SAT 10-11 AM 
SEPT 21 SAT 10-11 AM
COMPOST DEMO AREA             FREE

PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER

MOTHER’S DAY BIRD WALK AND 
BRUNCH 
Enjoy a day to celebrate Mothers by 
joining us on an early morning bird 
walk followed by breakfast at the 
Nature Center. A guide for your walk 
plus a continental breakfast will be 
provided. Binoculars are available for 
those who need them. 
Register by May 9.

MAY 12 SUN 8-10:30 AM
CHET AGER 
BLDG.

$17/PERSON

NATURE TREKKERS 
Join us each week for a trek around 
the Nature Center. A special theme 
each week will guide us as we explore 
the areas around the Nature Center. 
This program is geared towards young 
children and their families. Register by 
the Wednesday before each trek.

FRIDAYS   9:30 - 10:30 AM
JUNE 7 Wildflowers/Garden
JUNE 14 Natural Play Area
JUNE 21 Pollinators/Insects
JUNE 28 Birds 
PRAIRIE 
BLDG. 

$4/PERSON

WILD(flower) WALK
Come along on a hike in search of 
flowers, insects, and all things wild!  
We’ll search for colorful flowers in the 
prairie, interesting insects visiting 
flowers, and other signs of wildlife 
along the trails. Open to all ages. 
Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Please register by 
Monday, June 3. 

JUNE 4 TUE 6-7 PM
CHET AGER 
BLDG.

 $4/PERSON

FROGS AND FLOATS 
Spend the afternoon celebrating Dads 
with frog catching, tadpole chasing, 
and exploring the wetlands at the 
Nature Center. We’ll have nets to dip 
in the water, buckets to collect critters, 
magnifiers to get a closer look, and field 
guides to identify what is found. After 
all the animals are released and the 
mud is cleaned up, we’ll sit back and 
relax with a cool treat of rootbeer floats! 
Old shoes and clothes are encouraged. 
Insect repellent is also recommended. 
Participants will meet guides outside of 
the Chet Ager Building. Register by June 
13.

JUNE 16 SUN 1-3 PM
CHET AGER 
BLDG.

 $20/FAMILY

BUTTERFLY COUNT
Enjoy the morning with a leisurely hike 
while counting butterflies. The Nature 
Center has been hosting this count 
for over 15 years. The data collected is 
sent to the North American Butterfly 
Association where it is recorded and 
archived. The count will begin with a 
presentation and introductory slide 
show. Participants will then disperse 
with a butterfly expert guide to the 
count areas. No need to know butterfly 
identification, you’ll learn from your 
expert during the count.
Register by July 5.

JULY 6 SAT 9 AM - NOON
PRAIRIE BLDG. $6/PERSON

HERB CLASS AND GARDEN TOUR
Tour the Louise Evans Doole Herb 
Garden and learn about various herbs 
including the Herb of the Year, anise-
hyssop (Agastache ssp.). The Nature 
Center’s Herb Garden is comprised of a 
wide variety of herbs representing the 
many uses of plants including culinary, 
medicinal, and aromatic. The Herb 
Garden has been a fixture of Pioneers 
Park Nature Center since 1972.

AUG 6 TUE 6-7:30 PM
CHET AGER 
BLDG.

$8.50/PERSON

GET REGISTERED
402-441-7895  
PARKS.LINCOLN.NE.GOV

OPEN LATE 
TUESDAYS 
OPEN TILL 8 PM 
MAY 28 - AUG 27



402.441.7895
naturecenter@lincoln.ne.gov

parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter
3201 S. Coddington (west end of  Pioneers Park) Lincoln, NE 68522

Hours: Monday - Saturday: 8:30 am - 5:00 pm and Sunday: Noon - 5:00 pm
Admission: Donation - $3/person $5/family $10/groupfollow us: @lnknaturecenter

SAVE THE DATE !  WILD WAGON WEEKEND 
Jump on our wagon (similar to a hayrack ride, minus the itchy hay) 
for a wild good time. Tours will take participants around the Nature 
Center for a 30 minute ride. Tickets for rides during Wild Wagon 
Weekend can be purchased in advanced. Contact the Nature Center 
at 402-441-7895 or visit parks.lincoln.ne.gov and click on “Register 
Online.”

Sept 22 SUN 12-4 PM
PRAIRIE BLDG. $4/PERSON

Celebrate your birthday at the Nature Center. Included 
in your party is a guided hike or other nature activity 
depending on the theme, a special gift for the guest 
of honor, party bags for each child, and time for you to 
have your own activities. Birthday party programming is 
recommended for ages 5-12. 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES

Available Times:
SAT 10 AM - NOON SAT 1:30-3:30 PM SUN 1:30-3:30 PM

Choose from one of the following themes: 
• Amazing Birds 

• Reptiles Rock 

• Nature’s Scavenger 
Hunt 

• Insect Investigation (Offered 
late summer to fall) 

• Grow in the Garden (Offered 
spring to mid-summer)

NATURE PRESCHOOL 
Pioneers Park Nature Center offers preschool and prek 
programs for ages 3-5. The program, established in 
2000, engages children in the outdoors while learning 
shapes, colors, numbers, and letters. The philosophy of 
the nature-based program is that children learn best by 
doing: exploring, hiking, digging, building, and being 
outdoors. Classes begin September 5.

PRESCHOOL AGES 3-4 TUES/THUR
AM SESSION
PM SESSION

 9-11:30 AM 
12:30-2:30 PM

$100/MO
$85/MO

PREK AGES 4-5 MON/WED/FRI
AM SESSION
PM SESSION

9:30-11:30 AM
12:30-2:30 PM

$145/MO
$116/MO

We appreciate 
your support. 

Leland Hix
Eldon Hix 

Doole Family Charitable Foundation 
CONTACT ANDREA FAAS, 

NATURE CENTER COORDINATOR, 
TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN 

HELP SUPPORT THE WORK OF 
PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER. 

Call the Nature Center at 
least two weeks in advance 
to schedule your party.

The mission of Pioneers Park Nature Center is to interpret the natural 
history of Nebraska and the central great plains; to promote the enjoyment, 
appreciation, and awareness of our natural environment; to practice and 
foster a conservation ethic; and to provide a sanctuary for wildlife and a 
peaceful retreat for people. 


