
FROM THE TRAILS
OF THE PIONEERS PARK NATURE CENTER

F R I D AY  &  S AT U R D AY
OCTOBER 21, 22, 28 & 29   |   6:30, 7:00, 7:30 & 8:00 P.M.

Howling Halloween
Explore the prairie at night on a hayrack and get 
the lowdown on some critter’s lives from a crew of 
entertaining costumed characters.  Then have a 
roaring good time around a campfire with music, 
popcorn and cider.

$6 per person.  Call 402.441.7895 to register.
Make sure to register early for your choice of time.  

Costumes welcome!

PIONEERS PARK 
NATURE CENTER
Admission: Free
Location: 3201 S. Coddington (west end of 
                 Pioneers Park) Lincoln, NE 68522
Hours: Monday - Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
                               Sunday: Noon - 5:00 p.m.
Phone: (402) 441-7895
E-mail: naturecenter@lincoln.ne.gov
Website: parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter
Mailing Address: 2740 A Street, Lincoln, NE 68502

Take a Ride on the Wild Side!

Campfire program with a live animal, stories, songs
Family, group and special event rides available

Family rides, 7-8:30 p.m., $6/person, call to register
Saturday, September 24;  Friday, September 30

Saturday, October 8;  Friday, October 14

CHET AGER BUILDING RENOVATION
The Chet Ager Building will be closed for several months 
beginning in mid October for renovation necessary to 
preserve the integrity of the building.  This will require 
moving the exhibit animals.  You will be able to visit many of 
them at the Prairie Building.  Please be patient with us 
during this process knowing we will have a better building 
when the renovation is completed.

Hayrack Rides

AUGUST 2011-JANUARY 2012



PROGRAMS FOR EVERYONE
SNAZZY SCARECROWS
        September 11, Sunday            		        1:30-3:30 p.m.
        Prairie Building                    $20/scarecrow, register by 9/5
Scarecrow season is approaching! Here’s a chance to create your 
very own. Become inspired by our prairie as we hike the trails to 
collect materials that will add to the creativity of your scarecrow. 
All other materials will be provided.  
 

BACKYARD COMPOSTING 
        September 24 and October 22, Saturdays	   10 a.m.
        Composting Demonstration Area		           Free               
Learn how to compost in your back yard through a training 
session provided by UNL Extension and the City Recycling Office 
at the Nature Center’s backyard composting demonstration 
area. Two lucky participants will receive a free soil thermometer 
or plastic compost bin.  The program is approximately one hour 
long. No registration necessary.

POETRY ON THE PRAIRIE
        October 9 and January 22, Sundays	            2-3:30 p.m.                                          
        Prairie Building                                  $5 suggested donation
Enjoy the prairie at its peak and share nature poetry of the 
season, your own or some of your favorites by other authors.  
We’ll be outside if the weather cooperates. We’ll have another 
session on January 22nd, warming our bodies with tea and our 
spirits with words.

BECOMING AN OUTDOOR FAMILY: 
BACKYARD CAMPING
        October 15, Saturday		                              3:45-8 p.m.    
        meet at Prairie Building        		  register by 10/12
       $5/person, $25 max/family  (includes supper & activity supplies)
Presented in cooperation with Nebraska Game and Parks, this 
program will involve the entire family in setting up a campsite, 
fire building, outdoor cooking, games and exploring nature 
under the stars. Call 402.441.7895 for a registration form.

PUMPKINS WITH PIZZAZZ
        October 17, Monday		                         1:30-3:30 p.m.	
        Prairie Building       	      $10/pumpkin register by 10/12	
It’s a pumpkin carving contest!  We’ll collect natural treasures on a 
short hike and then challenge your creativity to carve and decorate 
a pumpkin with personality.  Make it whimsical, make it zany, make 
it your very own.  While the judges choose the winners, enjoy 
stories of the season.  All materials will be provided.  

FULL MOON HIKE AND OWL PROWL
        November 11, Friday                    	             7-8:30 p.m.  
        Prairie Building       $8/person, $15/family, register by 11/9
We’ll walk in the moonlight, tell stories, listen for owls and other 
nocturnal animals, learn about their special adaptations and 
meet one of the Nature Center’s exhibit owls up close. Come 
explore the amazing world of the night. 

PRIMITIVE FIRE
        November 12, Saturday                    	                   1-4 p.m.  
        Prairie Building                            $10/person, register by 11/9
Experience the sense of accomplishment on getting your first wisp 
of smoke!  Make bow drill tools and learn fire-starting techniques.  
Must be 10 years or older. Participants under 14 must have adult 
supervision.  Important: bring a sharp, large buck or carving knife 
– a lot of carving is involved. Youth must have written permission 
from a parent or guardian.  Dress for the weather. 

PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH
PRESCHOOL NATURE PLAY  
        A series for preschoolers with an adult
        Every 3rd  Saturday             10-11:30 a.m.                   $7/child
        August 20:  Insects Everywhere   
        September 17:  Eight Legs
        October 15:  Falling Leaves
        November 19:  Where Do Animals Go?
        No class in December
        Prairie Building Goldenrod Classroom 
Explore the wonders of nature with your little one through 
hikes, activities, and stories. Dress for the weather, as we will be 
spending a portion of each day outside.  A snack will be provided. 
Register by the Wednesday before each class.

MOMMY AND ME: FALL FLING
        Eight Mondays beginning September 19       10-11:30 a.m.	
        Prairie Building Goldenrod Classroom           $60/8 sessions
Changing colors, birds flying south, spiders and their webs, tall 
prairie grasses… there is so much to appreciate during the fall 
season!  Explore these natural wonders with your 2 1/2 - 3 1/2 
year old through hikes, games, crafts, stories and puppets.  This 
is a special time for just the two of you, so siblings will not be 
able to attend.  Dress for the weather, as we will be spending a 
portion of each class outside. A snack will be provided.  Class size 
is limited to 12 children, please register early.  

PROGRAMS FOR SCOUTS
SCOUT HIKES
One  hour naturalist-led hikes are available.  Fee: $3/scout/
minimum 10. Call 402.441.7895.     
BADGEWORK
The Nature Center rotates scheduled badges and journeys.  Upon 
request, staff will work with leaders for other programming with 
the following fee schedule: 
	 2 hours or less: $7/scout/minimum 10
	 2.5-3 hours: $10/scout/minimum 10

COME SEE US - FOR TIGER CUBS
        September 24, Saturday		                  10-11 a.m.
        Prairie Building		     $3/scout, register by 9/21
Discover YOUR Nature Center during a guided hike to our most 
popular features.

FORESTER ACTIVITY BADGE - FOR WEBELOS
        October 1, Saturday         	                              9:30-11 a.m.
        Prairie Building                              $10/scout, register by 9/28
Trees are an important part of our lives.  With the help of Nature 
Center staff complete requirements 2, 3, 4, 6, and 9.

BETWEEN EARTH AND SKY - FOR DAISY SCOUTS
        October 15, Saturday	 9:30-11 a.m.
        Prairie Building                              $7/scout, register by 10/12
Take a trip to prairie, wetlands and woodlands, exciting habitats 
found right here in Nebraska.  Discover their many sounds, 
shapes, and textures.  Investigate weeds and seeds and the power 
of plants. It’s your part of the planet!  

PROGRAMS FOR EVERYONE (con)
PRIMITIVE PINE NEEDLE BASKETS
        January 28, Saturday                    	                   1-4 p.m.
        Prairie Building	  $10/person, register by 1/25
Learn how to make coil baskets.  Each person will begin a pine needle 
basket to finish at home.  Recommended for those 14 and older. 



CAMP DISCOVERY
Camp Discovery, our summer camps for 3 to 6 year olds, held lots of 
fun and learning each week.  During Green and Growing we visited 
the animal garden and followed up with a game matching the 
picture of the animal with the plant that has its name.  Our snacks 
were made from wild plants and we made a bookmark with their 
leaves.  Goin’ On a Nature Hunt, we hiked north, south, east and west 
and discovered spittle bugs, watched muskrats play, and saw lots 
of tree frogs.  Cocoa puffs were the favorite snack during the two 
weeks of Scat, Tracks and Hidey Holes – they look just like rabbit scat. 
We saw lots of goose, rabbit and deer scat and matched the picture 
of common animals with their scat and tracks.  We discovered MANY 
hidey holes, large and small, and had fun guessing who lived there.  
As can be expected, our visit to the stream was the highlight of 
Water All Around. We found a huge bison pelvic bone in the Haines 
Branch!  Our water pollution experiment really brought home 
the importance of care for our water supply.  Preschool begins on 
September 8th and 9th.

Reptiles Rock, Insect Investigations, Nature’s Scavenger Hunt, 
Amazing Birds, Marvelous Mammals, Grow in the Garden.   
Have a wonderful birthday at Pioneers Park Nature Center!  An 
hour nature program is followed by an hour for your birthday 
activities.  We provide the space, the program, which will 
include a hike, and  indoor animal time or special activity, a 
favor bag for each child, and a special gift for the guest of 
honor.  You provide refreshments.  Adult supervision required.  
Available facilities: 	
        Birthday House, $75 for 10 children and 3 adults
	 $7/each additional child, maximum of 15 children       		
        Auditorium, $100 for 10 children and 5 adults
                   $7/each additional child,  $3/each additional adult

BIRTHDAY PARTIES

HYDE MEMORIAL OBSERVATORY
Gaze at the sky with powerful telescopes, enjoy two programs 
about astronomy or space exploration that change monthly, and 
interact with knowledgeable volunteers.  Free and open to the 
public Saturdays in Holmes Lake Park, March - October, 8–11 p.m., 
November -  February, 7-10 p.m.   More information at 
hydeobservatory.info.

PRAIRIE ASTRONOMY CLUB (PAC)
You are invited to the monthly meetings of this enthusiastic 
group of amateur astronomers on the last Tuesday of each 
month, 7:30 p.m. at Hyde Observatory. More information at 
prairieastronomyclub.org.

WILDERNESS NATURE CAMP
It was a hot one!  We’re not talking temperature, but what a great 
time everyone had.  Wilderness Nature Campers did a lot of hiking 
through all types of habitats each week.  Depending on the week’s 
theme they explored fossils or bird wings, made a splash with water 
games, created unique crafts, biked the trails or experimented with 
photography.  The new camp this year, X-treme camp, was a big hit; 
campers experienced the rock climbing wall, archery and canoeing.   
Many campers still name magic spots and creeking as their favorite 
activities.  Thanks to  the camp staff for making this summer safe 
and fun for all.

CHILDREN’S GARDEN
Made possible by generous donations from Dr. Fred Holbert and 
the Lincoln Garden Club, the children’s garden is taking shape.  
Volunteer Bob Pewthers built the raised beds despite the 100 
degree heat, and Camp Discovery children planted the cereal 
(salad? salsa?) bowls for the first time.  This is just the beginning, visit 
the garden often and watch it grow.

TRAILSIDE NEWS

Lower Platte South NRD  - $16,104 to support school hikes

Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center - 
	 $7,447 to support school hikes

Dr. Fred Holbert, in memory of his wife, DeeDee Holbert - 	
	 $10,000 for the Children’s Garden

Lincoln Garden Club - $5,000 for the Children’s Garden 

Lincoln Cares - $1,000 for Nature Center preschool scholarships

Campbell & Marilyn McConnell - $250

JoAnn & Roger Amidon - $100 
	 for the Louise Evans Doole Herb Garden	

Yupin Kendrick - $50 for the Preschool Scholarship Fund 

Friends of Wilderness Park - $270 for 2 WNC scholarships

In Memory of Marion Baatz:
        Tom & Carol Siedell		  Barry & Linda Siedell
        Dwayne & Jeanine Staufler	 Cheryl Piontek		
        Jason & Lynn Rathbun		  Robert & Catherine Rauch	
        Wallace & Mary Gake		  Nancy Lowe & family	
        Dick & Mary Hoppe	                  Helen Nance, Sondra & Larry
        Wallace & Mary Gake		  Vera Goggins
        Jim & Dianne Bohlken		  Cheryl Pionteck
        Bill & Rosemary Utley		  Clark Chandler
        Randy & Marilyn Hoppe	 Bob Rauch
        Mike & Brenda Carpenter	 Barry & Linda Siedell
        Roger Casteel			  Maxine Flickenger
        Tom & Carol Patak

In Memory of Elizabeth Sultzbaugh:
        Jeffrey & Anica Brown

Steve Eno – 10 Bluebird boxes & poster

Gary Summers - 37 books for the Nature Center library

THANK YOU
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NOTES FROM NANCY, COORDINATOR OF PPNC

The mission of the Pioneers Park Nature Center is to interpret the natural history of Nebraska and the central 
great plains; to promote the enjoyment, appreciation and awareness of our natural environment; to practice 
and foster a conservation ethic; and to provide a sanctuary for wildlife and a peaceful retreat for people.

We appreciate everyone’s support during the last city budget process.  We know 
that many Lincoln citizens value the resources the Nature Center provides: our 
stewardship of prairie, wetlands and woodlands, the quiet trails and birding 
opportunities, our gardens, animal and hands-on exhibits, and programming 
that includes a unique nature preschool, school hikes, lively summer camps, and 
explorative classes for all ages.

As many of you know, the funds needed to provide weekday visitor services at the 
Nature Center from the middle of November to the middle of March were eliminated.  
Although our budget has been reduced, the Nature Center will remain open all year 
long.  We have a great corps of volunteers that we will be calling on as needed.

On August 12 and 13, the Nature Center’s first BioBlitz recorded a snapshot of our 
bat population, aquatic plants around the Martin pond, prairie plants along three 
transects, a sampling of the great diversity of insects to be found in a prairie, and 
the reptile and amphibian populations in several areas.  Dennis Ferraro trapped 
two large snapping turtles, a spiney softshell turtle and three painted turtles in 
our elk pond.  Measuring the large feisty turtles was an interesting process!  We 
will be having a bullfrog hunt.  These noisy non-natives are abundant in our ponds 
and  reduce the populations of native leopard frogs and other species. Thanks to 
all who volunteered their expertise.  We look forward to next year’s BioBlitz!

Over 250 people enjoyed Animal Antics, our 
popular summer drop-in program.  From 
insects to owls, snakes to bison, participants got 
memorable, up-close experiences of the various 
animals that live at the Nature Center.


