Salt Creek tiger beetle population shows very
little improvement
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Salt Creek tiger beetle in the saline wetlands near Little Salt Creek. (LIS file)

Tiger beetle population

2010 - 205
2009 - 194
2008 - 165
2007 - 263
2006 - 466
2005 - 153
2004 - 558
The census of the endangered Salt Creek tiger beetle this year was about the same as last year.

Researchers counted 205 adults during a two-week period in June, said Steve Spomer, an
entomologist with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Last year, the count was 194 adults.
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The Salt Creek tiger beetle is one of the rarest insects in the world. The long-legged, olive-green
bug is found only in salt marshes on the northern edge of Lincoln and in Saunders County, south
of Ceresco. It was listed as a federal endangered species in 2005.

Researchers covered all of the areas in which the beetles have been in the past and found some
encouraging signs, Spomer said.

"We found a male and female mating at one of the sites (near Northwest 12th Street) where there
haven't been any beetles seen for 10 years," he said.

Also, researchers saw signs of salt beetle colonies at Shoemaker Marsh, where habitat restoration
efforts have taken place, Spomer said. The efforts included scraping dirt about 50 feet away from
a creek to expose buried salt seeps and soils, which are critical to the insect's survival.

"The beetles appeared to be breeding there,” Spomer said. "I have seen some larger burrows."

Similar restoration efforts will begin this year at .
Arbor Lake, a saline wetland managed by the Salt Creek Tiger Beetle habitat

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. Arbor
Lake is about half a mile south of Shoemaker Cearssco
Marsh. Both are north of Interstate 80. b - oo oo __
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A captive breeding program aimed at boosting the Rock Creek
tiger beetle population did poorly this year. Upper Little Salt Davey
Creek- North *‘ -
"It was really not good this year," Spomer said. RO Beetle tlahltﬂt
"We got some females, but they refused to lay e areas in red
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) ) ) Creek-Arbor b Little Salt
Weather, including heavy rains, may have played Lake Creek-Roper
arole, he said.
Reach Algis J. Laukaitis at 402-473-7243 or Lincoln
alaukaitis@journalstar.com.
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