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MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: City Board of Zoning Appeals

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING:

Friday, February 27, 2009, 1:30 p.m., Hearing Chambers, County-
City Building, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEMBERS AND OTHERS
IN ATTENDANCE:

Members: Gene Carroll, Tim Francis, George Hancock and
Gerry Krieser. Bob Kuzelka absent.

Others: Michele Williamson (Building & Safety); Tonya
Skinner (Law Department); Brian Will and Michele
Abendroth (Planning Dept.); applicants and other
interested parties.

STATED PURPOSE 
OF THE MEETING:

Regular Meeting of the City Board of Zoning Appeals

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was acknowledged.

Election of Chair and Vice-Chair
Krieser moved to nominate Gene Carroll as Chair, seconded by Francis.  Motion carried 4-0.  Carroll,
Francis, Hancock and Krieser voting ‘yes’; Kuzelka absent.

Hancock moved to nominate Gerry Krieser as Vice Chair, seconded by Carroll.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Carroll, Francis, Hancock and Krieser voting ‘yes’; Kuzelka absent. 

Approval of the June 27, 2008 minutes
Krieser moved approval of the June 27, 2008 minutes, seconded by Hancock.  Motion carried 4-0. 
Carroll, Francis, Hancock and Krieser voting ‘yes’; Kuzelka absent.

Appeal No. 09002 by Chris Northup for a variance to the front setback on property generally
located at 225 N. 56th Street

HEARING February 27, 2009

Chris Northup, representing Gateway Senior Living, stated that they are proposing to provide a new
ground sign for the facility.  The facility is located off 56th Street and is somewhat hidden from traffic. 
They are proposing to move the sign toward the street and they are asking for a reduction in the setback to
10 feet.  

Hancock asked if the utility box is subject to the zoning code.  Will stated that he understood the setback
does not apply to the utility box. Will clarified that this box houses and encloses a backflow preventer and
meter for the facility.  

Carroll asked if there was further testimony in favor of or against this application.  With no one
appearing, Carroll closed the public hearing.

ACTION February 27, 2009

Francis moved approval of the application to reduce the front yard setback from 25 feet to 10 feet,
measured from the building line district line, for an identification sign; it was seconded by Hancock. 
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Francis feels the request is reasonable. Krieser stated that he will have to vote against it because he
believes there is room to the north for a sufficient sign.  Carroll stated that he believes the Board must
consider the location of the utility box, so he is going to vote for the motion.

Motion for approval carried 3-1.  Carroll, Francis and Hancock voting ‘yes’; Krieser voting ‘no’. 
Kuzelka absent.

Appeal No. 09003 by Mark Hunzeker for a variance to the front setback on property generally
located at 7200 Amanda Road

Mark Hunzeker, appearing on behalf of Apollo Steel, stated that this building has been built in four or
five phases over a long period of time, beginning in 1979.  The addition in 1981 was placed in a way such
that it encroached on the setback.  In 2001, the company began expanding its business and made some
interior changes.  They have added 12 employees and lost an employee break room and conference space. 
The proposed addition would be located on the east side of the building along the Amanda Road frontage. 
It would include a break room, conference space on the first floor, and offices on the second floor.  The
addition would not work on the south side because it is planned for expansion for bead blasting
equipment.  Cutting the corners off the building makes the space very narrow and unusable for a
conference room.

Hunzeker stated that the circumstances of this case justify the variance.  The circumstances are peculiar
and unusual and apply to this particular parcel of land.

Carroll asked if the addition in 1981 clears up the setback issue.  Will stated that granting the variance
requested is enough to accommodate the 1981 encroachment.

Carroll asked if there was further testimony in favor of or against this application.  With no one
appearing, Carroll closed the public hearing.

ACTION February 27, 2009

Krieser moved denial of the application.  The motion died due to a lack of a second.

Hancock moved approval of the application to vary the front setback to allow the front yard
encroachment of the 1981 addition as currently existing, and to vary the front setback from 15 feet to 10
feet for construction of an addition on to the existing building; it was seconded by Francis.  Hancock
stated that there are no negative effects of this addition.  Francis agreed with Hancock.  Carroll believes
that the 1981 encroachment must be corrected and the setbacks are going to be better.  The sidewalks
have been waived so there is not a pedestrian question.  Krieser feels that they could make the building
with an angle and get just as much space.

Motion for approval carried 3-1.  Carroll, Francis and Hancock voting ‘yes’; Krieser voting ‘no’. 
Kuzelka absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

**Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the Board of
Zoning Appeals. **
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