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MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: City Board of Zoning Appeals

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING:

Friday, March 28, 2008, 1:30 p.m., Hearing Chambers, County-
City Building, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEMBERS AND OTHERS
IN ATTENDANCE:

Members: Gene Carroll, Tim Francis, George Hancock, Gerry
Krieser and Bob Kuzelka.

Others: Terry Kathe and Michele Williamson (Building &
Safety); Tonya Skinner (Law Department); Brian
Will and Michele Abendroth (Planning Dept.);
applicants and other interested parties.

STATED PURPOSE 
OF THE MEETING:

Regular Meeting of the City Board of Zoning Appeals

Chair Gene Carroll called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Approval of the minutes of the January 25, 2008 meeting

Krieser moved approval of the December 14, 2007 meeting minutes, seconded by Hancock.  Motion
carried 5-0.  Carroll, Francis, Hancock, Krieser and Kuzelka voting ‘yes’.

Appeal No. 08001 by Terri Sherman for a variance to the front yard setback on property generally
located at 1800 F Street.

HEARING March 28, 2008

Trev Peterson, attorney for First Presbyterian Church, stated that the church acquired a couple of older
homes in the neighborhood, removed the homes, and they want to build a parking lot.  He stated that if
they provided the required 20 foot setback, there would not be enough room on the site for a parking lot.  
They are asking for a 7 foot setback to allow for diagonal parking.  The major reason for this variance is
to get more parking in this congested area so they don’t have to compete with residents for parking.  

Hancock asked about the setback on the east property line.  Kathe stated that this is a corner lot, so the
owner has the option of calling one frontage a side yard and the other a rear yard.  They called the east
side the rear yard, and parking is allowed in the rear yard.  There is a requirement of 2 feet for the parking
barrier.  The alley is the side yard.

Kuzelka stated that if they were restricted to 20 feet, they could still have the parking on the east side with
room for parallel parking.  He asked the applicant if they considered that option.  Peterson stated that they
did not think they could get any parallel parking on the west side.

Carroll asked if there was further testimony in favor of or against this application.  With no one
appearing, Carroll closed the public hearing.

ACTION March 28, 2008

Francis moved approval, seconded by Hancock.  Francis stated that additional parking off the street and
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getting cars off the street benefits the neighbors.  Hancock stated that he believes we should do anything
we can to get cars off the street and he is going to support the application.

Kuzelka stated that the Board can only approve variances for unusual, peculiar or exceptional
circumstances, and this application does not have any of those circumstances.  Therefore, he cannot
support the motion.  Krieser stated that he cannot support the application for the same reasons.  Carroll
stated that under the law, the Board is not allowed to approve this application.  There are no peculiar,
unusual or exceptional circumstances.

Motion to approve denied 2-3.  Francis and Hancock voting ‘yes’; Carroll, Krieser and Kuzelka voting
‘no’.

Kuzelka moved to deny the application, seconded by Carroll.  Motion to deny carried 3-2.  Carroll,
Krieser and Kuzelka voting ‘yes’; Francis and Hancock voting ‘no’.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:43 p.m.

**Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the Board of
Zoning Appeals. **
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