
MEETING RECORD 

NAME OF GROUP: CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

DATE, TIME AND Friday, March 30, 2018, 1:30 p.m., City Council  
PLACE OF MEETING: Chambers, First Floor, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th 

Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 

MEMBERS IN  Chris Hove, Annette McRoy, Steve, Miller, Scott Sandquist; 
ATTENDANCE: Vicki McDonald absent. Tim Sieh and Abby Littrell of the 

Law Department; Ron Rehtus of the Building and Safety 
Department; Brian Will, Dessie Redmond, and Amy 
Huffman of the Planning Department. 

STATED PURPOSE Regular City Board of Zoning Appeals meeting. 
OF MEETING: 

Chair Hove called the meeting to order and acknowledged the Open Meetings Act posted at the 
back of the room.  

Hove called for a motion approving the minutes of the City Board of Zoning Appeals hearing of 
December 15, 2017. Motion for approval made by Sandquist, seconded by Miller and carried 4-
0: McRoy, Miller, Sandquist and Hove voting >yes=; McDonald absent. 

APPEAL NO. 18001, REQUESTED BY CHIK-FIL-A, FOR A WAIVERS TO THE FRONT YARD 
SETBACK, ON PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED AT 121 N. 48TH STREET. 
PUBLIC HEARING: March 30, 2018 

There were no ex parte communications disclosed. 

Jenn Santelli, 5200 Buffington Road, Atlanta, GA, came forward on behalf of Chik-Fil-A, Inc. She 
stated the Staff Report explains the details of this situation well.  Were it not for one small 
notch of property, the proposed plans would comply with all regulations. An investigation of 
other intersections farther down O Street reveals that this is the only corner affected by having 
Department of Transportation signal equipment on the site. This is a particular and unique 
burden to this site.  

Sandquist asked if the applicant had investigated whether the equipment is permanent, or if it 
may be relocated or updated so that it did not impose this restriction. Santelli sad that is a good 
question. It was assumed that the equipment is permanent and there has been no reason to 
believe otherwise. 



STAFF QUESTIONS: 

Sandquist asked for staff opinion on how unique this situation is. Brian Will, Planning 
Department, stated that in looking at a 6-block area, it is clear that it is unique. It is difficult to 
make a statement as to how prevalent the problem is on a city-wide level. But within this 
vicinity, and at this intersection, this is the only lot affected. That right-of-way was acquired for 
the signal box that controls all four signals at the intersection. He is unaware of whether this is 
the conventional way to control signals, but it is the method here. 

Sandquist asked whether staff agreed with the statement of the applicant that their proposed 
plan would be in compliance, and that they are more impacted than others. Will replied that 
staff would not offer an opinion, but looking at this situation, it is clear that this lot is affected 
in a way that others are not, so in that regard, there is substance to what the applicant is 
saying. If the right-of-way were taken out at the other three corners at this intersection, their 
case would not be as strong as to how they are impacted in a unique way. 

Miller asked if all other setbacks were met besides the front yard area located in the vicinity of 
this right-of-way. Will said that is right. The revised site plan offered by the applicant does show 
that other setbacks are met.   

Hove asked for more information about who is responsible for the right-of-way. Will said the 
deed shows it is the State Department of Transportation, as this is along Highway 34; however, 
the City maintains the intersection. He is not sure who it was dedicated to. 

Hove asked if there will be any changes to the vaults in the foreseeable future. Will said he did 
speak with Public Works & Utilities Department, and no changes are anticipated.  

Miller asked to see elevations of the south side of the building, understanding that is not part of 
the purview of this body. Santelli offered renderings of the plan. 

APPEAL NO. 18001 
ACTION BY THE CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: March 30, 2018 

Sandquist moved for approval of the waiver based on the findings that this location is affected 
in a unique way by the presence of the utility vaults located only on this lot; seconded by 
McRoy. 

Hove agreed that this is a unique situation, considering there are no other intersections 
affected by a similar problem in the near vicinity.  

Motion carried, 4-0: McRoy, Miller, Sandquist, and Hove voting >yes=; McDonald absent. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:43 p.m. 



Note: These minutes will not be formally approved by the City Board of Zoning Appeals until 
their next regular meeting.  
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