
MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: City Board of Zoning Appeals

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING:

Friday, May 29, 2009, 1:30 p.m., Hearing Chambers, County-City
Building, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEMBERS AND OTHERS
IN ATTENDANCE:

Members: Tim Francis, George Hancock and Bob Kuzelka. 
Gerry Krieser absent.

Others: Terry Kathe and Michele Williamson (Building &
Safety); Brian Will and Michele Abendroth
(Planning Dept.); applicants and other interested
parties.

STATED PURPOSE 
OF THE MEETING:

Regular Meeting of the City Board of Zoning Appeals

The meeting was called to order at 1:32 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meeting Act was acknowledged.  

Brian Will of the Planning Department noted that due to the election of Gene Carroll to the City Council
and the absence of the Vice Chair, an Acting Chair must be appointed.  He asked for a motion to such.

Kuzelka moved that Hancock serve as Acting Chair, seconded by Francis.  Motion carried 3-0.  Francis,
Hancock and Kuzelka voting ‘yes’.  Krieser absent.

Approval of the April 24, 2009 minutes
Kuzelka moved approval of the April 24, 2009 meeting minutes, seconded by Francis.  Motion carried 3-
0.  Francis, Hancock and Kuzelka voting ‘yes’.  Krieser absent.

HEARING May 29, 2009

Appeal No. 09007 by Elwood Bartlett for a variance to occupy more than 40% of the required rear
yard with a detached accessory building on property generally located at 6501 Logan Avenue

Elwood Bartlett, 6501 Logan Avenue, appeared before the Board asking for a variance on his property.  
He noted that he would like to amend his variance to ask for a 28' x 30' garage which changes the
variance to occupy 47.1% of the rear yard.  He stated that he has to have a building of this size to house
his tools and equipment.  The reason he is requesting the variance has to due with the irregular area
behind the property.  He presented a video of his home and the alley behind his home.  There is a
drainage ditch behind his property which he and his neighbors refer to as the ‘Havelock Underground’
because of the crime and theft that occurs there.  His property is directly behind the entrance to the
drainage ditch.  He believes his property is unique because of this, and he feels it is a safety issue for his
family.  

When asked about situating the building differently on the property, Bartlett stated that he believes
placing the building further north would provide a hiding spot for criminals and would decrease the
security for his neighbor.  

Hancock asked if there was further testimony in favor of or against this application.  With no one
appearing, Hancock closed the public hearing.



ACTION May 29, 2009

Kuzelka stated that he understands the security issues, but there is nothing peculiar, unusual or
exceptional about the property itself.  Francis and Hancock agreed.  Kuzelka moved to deny the
application, seconded by Francis.  Motion carried 3-0.  Francis, Hancock and Kuzelka voting ‘yes’. 
Krieser absent.

Election of Chair
Kuzelka moved to delay the election of a Chair until the new member is appointed, seconded by Francis. 
Motion carried 3-0.  Francis, Hancock and Kuzelka voting ‘yes’.  Krieser absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:07 p.m.

**Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the Board of
Zoning Appeals. **
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