
MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

DATE, TIME AND Friday, August 25, 2017, 1:30 p.m., City Council 
PLACE OF MEETING: Chambers, First Floor, County-City Building, 555 S.

10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
              
MEMBERS IN Andrew Budell, Chris Hove, Annette McRoy
ATTENDANCE: Scott Sandquist; Tim Francis absent. Tim Sieh of the

Law Department; Ron Rehtus of the Building and
Safety Department; Brian Will and Amy Huffman of
the Planning Department.

STATED PURPOSE Regular Board of Zoning Appeals meeting 
OF MEETING:

Chair Hove called the meeting to order and acknowledged the Open Meetings Act
posted at the back of the room. 

Hove called for a motion approving the minutes of the City Board of Zoning Appeals
hearing of August 25, 2017. Motion for approval made by Budell, seconded by McRoy
and carried 4-0: Budell, McRoy, Sandquist and Hove voting ‘yes’; Francis absent.

APPEAL NO. 17010, REQUESTED BY RICHARD KRUEGER, FOR A VARIANCE TO
THE 150 FOOT AIRPORT HEIGHT RESTRICTION IN SECTION 27.59.040(B) OF THE
LINCOLN MUNICIPAL CODE TO EXTEND A TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER, ON
PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED AT 921 FLETCHER AVENUE.
PUBLIC HEARING: August 25, 2017 

There were no ex parte communications disclosed.

Richard Krueger, Crown Castle, 1600 Utica Avenue South, St. Louis Park, MN, stated
this tower is within the airport turning zone and the 150-foot limit from the nearest
runway. The request for the variance is to exceed that height limit to extend the tower to
add co-location space for an additional carrier. 

Hove asked why this situation is unique. Krueger said the goal is to better serve the city
and customers. This will provide coverage to the I-80 area and even farther out, once
the co-locations are added. Jon Large, Deputy Director of Engineering for the Lincoln
Airport, has submitted a signed waiver.

Brian Will, Planning Department, came forward to note that this variance is different
from typical height and area variances. It refers to a different section of the Code where
the finding is not one of hardship or inability to use the property in a reasonable way, but



rather, the presumption is approval so long as the Airport Authority Board and the
Federal Aviation Administration determine there is no harm being done to air navigation
within the turning zone. In both applications before this body today, the FAA has issued
their finding of no detriment or significant impact, so the Airport Authority Board has 
responded in kind with the same finding. 

Jon Large, Deputy Director of Engineering for the Lincoln Airport, came forward to
testify that the tower exceeds the limit by 16 feet. Normally, Building and Safety
Department would not issue approval of this; however, the appellant has done his due
diligence by submitting the tower to the FAA and they responded with the determination
of “no hazard” and further, did not find any impacts to existing or future air traffic
procedures. Given there are no impacts, the Airport Authority is fine with the waivers. 

Hove asked for confirmation that both the local Airport Board and the FAA are fine with
both waivers. Large said yes.

Will noted that there are conditions that should be included as part of the motion for
approval of the waivers. 

Sandquist asked if there are conditions that extend beyond the approval given by the
Airport and the FAA. Will said yes, they are typical conditions related to lighting
standards for the tower, as required by the FAA. 

APPEAL NO. 17011, REQUESTED BY RICHARD KRUEGER, FOR A VARIANCE TO
THE 150 FOOT AIRPORT HEIGHT RESTRICTION CODE IN SECTION 27.59.040(B)
OF THE LINCOLN MUNICIPAL CODE TO EXTEND A TELECOMMUNICATIONS
TOWER, ON PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED AT 4101 O STREET.
PUBLIC HEARING: August 25, 2017 

There were no ex parte communications disclosed.

Krueger said this tower was built in 1999 and had never been filed with the Register of
Deeds, so it is before this body today in the hopes of receiving approval it can be
properly filed. There were modifications to the tower and the City will not release the
approval until this body approves. The tower is already extended.

Hove asked if this tower already got approval from the airport. Krueger said yes, the
same process was followed and the same conditions related to lighting should apply.

APPEAL NO. 17010
ACTION BY THE CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: August 25, 2017

Sandquist moved for approval of the variance, with the understanding that the
conditions listed in the Staff Report related to meeting all FAA guidelines for lighting and
filing FAA Form 7460-2 be met. Motion was seconded by Budell and carried, 4-0:
Budell, Sandquist, McRoy and Hove voting ‘yes’; Francis absent.



APPEAL NO. 17011
ACTION BY THE CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: August 25, 2017

Sandquist moved for approval of the variance, with the understanding that the
conditions listed in the Staff Report related to meeting all FAA guidelines for lighting be
met. Motion was seconded by McRoy and carried, 4-0: Budell, Sandquist, McRoy and
Hove voting ‘yes’; Francis absent.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:41 p.m.

Note: These minutes will not be formally approved by the City Board of Zoning Appeals
until their next regular meeting.
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