
 MEETING RECORD 
 
NAME OF GROUP: CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 
DATE, TIME AND Friday, December 15, 2017, 1:30 p.m., City Council  
PLACE OF MEETING: Chambers, First Floor, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th 

Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 
               
MEMBERS IN  Chris Hove, Scott Sandquist, and Vicki McDonald;  
ATTENDANCE: Andrew Budell and Annette McRoy absent. Tim Sieh and 

Abby Littrell of the Law Department; Ron Rehtus of the 
Building and Safety Department; Brian Will, Dessie 
Redmond, and Amy Huffman of the Planning Department.  

 
STATED PURPOSE  Regular City Board of Zoning Appeals meeting.  
OF MEETING:    
 
Chair Hove called the meeting to order and acknowledged the Open Meetings Act posted at the 
back of the room.  
 
Hove called for a motion approving the minutes of the City Board of Zoning Appeals hearing of 
September 29, 2017. Motion for approval made by Sandquist, seconded by McDonald and 
carried 3-0: McDonald, Sandquist and Hove voting >yes=; Budell and McRoy absent. 
 
APPEAL NO. 17014, REQUESTED BY Mc DONALD’S CORPORATION, FOR A WAIVER TO THE 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS, ON PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED AT 1028 SAUNDERS AVENUE. 
PUBLIC HEARING: December 15, 2017  
 
There were no ex parte communications disclosed. 
 
Vicki Stadther, 1650 W. 82nd Street, Bloomington, MN, came forward on behalf of the 
McDonald’s Corporation. The store in the Belmont neighborhood is proposing to add a side-by-
side drive-through. This location is not generating more traffic, in general, but would like to 
make their services quicker. As it is now, traffic backs up around the building and blocks the 
entrance out to the street. Over time, this store’s drive-through percentages have increased in 
comparison to dine-in traffic, which has declined. When the store was originally built, it may 
not even have had a drive-through. In order to make the drive-through more efficient, a few 
parking stalls will be lost in order to fit the second lane in and to allow truck traffic onto the 
site. The busiest hours for this store are around noon on Saturdays. The most parked cars on 
the site has been 25.  
 
Hove asked how many spots the lot will have in total after stalls are removed. Stadther said 39. 
The plan also includes improvements to the parking lot so it meets current ADA standards. 



 
Hove commented that he does not see any neighbors taking issue with this change since the 
store has been in operation. 
 
McDonald asked if adding the second drive-through lane will definitely alleviate the problem of 
the traffic back-up and obstruction. Stadther said it will. There will still be a single window, but 
having two order lanes splits the traffic and allows more stacking ability to get people through 
the line faster.  
 
McDonald asked if the stalls to be removed are the ones adjacent to the second lane. Stadther 
said that is correct. The lanes will not impede any traffic or cause any obstruction to views. 
 
Sandquist asked if the design will be similar to what is seen at other locations. Stadther said this 
design is a little bit skinnier than some, but that is to allow the correct turning radius for trucks. 
Delivery drivers no longer have to pull right up to the building; they can park anywhere on site. 
The only thing needed is the correct radius. 
 
McDonald asked if traffic will still be able to pass if a delivery truck is present. Stadther said yes. 
The second drive-through lane can also serve as a bypass lane if someone changes their mind 
while in line. It is one-way traffic around the building. 
 
APPEAL NO. 17014 
ACTION BY THE CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:  December 15, 2017 
 
Sandquist moved for approval of the waiver based on the findings that this location experiences 
a backup of drive-through traffic, causing obstruction to the entrance; seconded by McDonald. 
 
Sandquist said another key factor is that the maximum number of cars parking during peak 
business hours is 25 and there are 39 stalls available.  
 
Tim Sieh, Law Department, came forward to indicate that before the vote, the Chair must ask if 
there is any testimony in favor or support. Hove called for any testimony in favor or support of 
this appeal. There was no public testimony on this item. 
 
Continuing discussion, Sandquist added that the use of the double lane will also further reduce 
the amount of parking needed. 
 
Motion carried, 3-0: McDonald, Sandquist, and Hove voting >yes=; McRoy and Budell absent. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:41 p.m. 
 
Note: These minutes will not be formally approved by the City Board of Zoning Appeals until 
their next regular meeting.           F:\Boards\CityBZA\Minutes\2017\BZA092917.wpd 


