
MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

DATE, TIME AND Friday, May 17, 2013, 2:30 p.m., City Council  
PLACE OF MEETING: Chambers, First Floor, County-City Building, 555 S.

10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
              
MEMBERS IN Lynette Nelson, Tom Thurber and Ed Woeppel; Jeff
ATTENDANCE: Frack and Matthew Warner absent.  Terry Kathe of

Building and Safety; Brittany Behrens of County
Attorney’s office; Sara Hartzell, Steve Henrichsen and
Teresa McKinstry of the Planning Dept. 

STATED PURPOSE Regular County Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting
OF MEETING:

Chair Ed Woeppel opened the meeting and acknowledged the posting of the Open
Meetings Act in the room.  Woeppel then called for a motion approving the minutes of
the regular meeting held April 13, 2012.  Motion for approval made by Thurber,
seconded by Nelson and carried 3-0: Nelson, Thurber and Woeppel voting ‘yes’; Frack
and Warner absent.

COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS NO. 13002
REQUESTED BY STEPHANIE BUEL, FOR A VARIANCE TO REDUCE THE
MINIMUM LOT FRONTAGE FROM 550' TO 295.37' ON PROPERTY GENERALLY
LOCATED AT 18301 S. 12TH STREET, ROCA, NEBRASKA 
PUBLIC HEARING: May 17, 2013

Members present: Nelson, Thurber and Woeppel; Frack and Warner absent. 

Stephanie Buell appeared as applicant.  She would like to have an acreage separated
off her lot.  Her land is along Highway 77.  The house is located on the corner, on the
property line.  It is not a convenient house for her family.  They had looked at building
onto the house, but that was not an option.  She started looking into building a house
somewhere else on her property.  She found out they did not have enough frontage to
build another house on their property where they want it.  She was told she does not
have enough road frontage.  

Sara Hartzell of Planning staff explained that the farmstead split has been in the code
for a long time.  If you have more than 20 acres and a house, you can separate the
house on one acre, as long as you have 20 acres left.  This is done through a final plat
in Lancaster County.  This is a subdivision process.  The lots need to meet all the
zoning requirements.  One requirement is that the lot needs to have 550 feet of
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frontage.  With this property, there is not enough frontage.  In the application, the
applicant indicates the frontage road is exceptional and peculiar.  This is on Highway
77.  When they built the four  lane divided highway, they condensed the accesses. 
There are other frontage roads and shared access points.  There are combined
driveways on highways and gravel roads all over the county.  One reason the 550 feet
is required, is to try and separate access points.  Another reason is to separate
properties and maintain the low density in the agricultural district.  The applicant has
attested that with a frontage road, a requirement for frontage is not that important.  Staff
did not find that this was peculiar and unique.  

Nelson stated that in looking at the map, there seems to be a driveway that comes out
to the shared road.  She questioned where the applicant was proposing to build.  Buel
indicated a point on the map and replied they were planning on using the same
driveway. 

ACTION: May 17, 2013

Thurber moved approval, seconded by Nelson and carried 3-0: Nelson, Thurber and
Woeppel voting ‘yes’; Frack and Warner absent. 

Other business

Woeppel announced that he saw in the newspaper that Sara Hartzell received the
Appointed Officials Award in March, 2013, from the Nebraska Planning and Zoning
Association for her work as a Planning Commissioner for Hallam, Nebraska.  The
Commissioners congratulated her and noted that it was well deserved. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.
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