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July 27,2012 

KENT SEACREST 


E-MAIL: kent@sk-Iaw.com 


DANAY KALKOWSKI 

E-MAIL: danay@sk.law.COM 


Mr. Marvin Krout 
Planning Director 

. Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department 
555 South 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

RE: (i) Petition for Landmark Designation (27.57.120) and (ii) Special Permit for 
Historic Preservation (27.63.400) regarding 2530 and 2548 Q Street; Lots Ten (10), Eleven (11), 
and Twelve (12), Block Two (2), Kinney's "0" Street Addition, Lincoln, Lancaster County, 
Nebraska 

Good Day Marvin: 

Our law firm represents NeighborWorks Lincoln regarding the above two referenced 
matters. NeighborWorks has entered into a contract to purchase the above referenced property 
from Stanley A. Parker and Rachel 1. Parker and expect to close on the purchase on or before 
September 14,2012. . 

NeighborWorks is petitioning the City of Lincoln for a Landmark Designation for the 
Property. Enclosed, please find the application for a Petition for Landmark Designation pursuant 
to Chapter 27.~3.400. Under separate cover, Brad Marshall, Olsson Associates, has filed with 
the Planning Department an application and filing fee for the Special Permit for Historic 
Preservation under Chapter 27.63.400 which includes a site plan and the other requirements 
under 27.63.400 showing parking, signage, Americans with Disabilities Act improvements, alley 
modifications, and other modifications to the underlying R-6 zoning requirements. 

NeighbqrWorks seeks to acquire and carefully make restoration and other improvements 
to the historic property. In turn, the property will then be used for NeighborWorks offices and 
educational center as well as a meeting space for neighborhood support organizations. The 
proposed site plan and improvements are being carefully designed and constructed in a manner. 
to permit the historic property to be someday reconverted back to residential use. 

mailto:danay@sk.law.COM
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We want to thank Steve Henrichsen and Ed Zimmer for their pre-submittal assistance. 
We look forward to working with you and your staffon this exciting project. 

7i,;~urs, 

K.ENT~IEAcREsT 

For the Firm 

cc: 	 Ed Zimmer 
Mike Renken 
Brad Marshall 



APPLICATION FOR LANDMARK OR LANDMARK DISTRICT DESIGNATION
ADDENDUM TO PETITION TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

1. NAME
Historic Dr. O. C. Reynolds House
and/or Common
NeHBS Site LC13:D9-299

2. LOCATION
Address 2530 Q Street, Lincoln, NE 68503

3. CLASSIFICATION

Proposed Designation Category

  X Landmark  X  building(s)

Present Use  X  private residence

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

Name Stanley & Rachel Parker
Address 723 Lancashire Court, Lincoln, NE 68510

5. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Legal Description Lots 10-12, Block 2, Kinney’s O Street Addition,
Lincoln, Lancaster County, NE

Property ID Number 10-24-426-010-000

Number of Acres or Square Feet: 21.389 Sq. Ft.(more or less)

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Title Architectural and Historical Site Survey of Lincoln

Date on-going              ____State   County X Local

Depository for survey records
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Dept, Lincoln, NE
Is proposed Landmark or Landmark District listed in the National
Register?   X  no

7. DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY

Condition

    excellent     deteriorated     unaltered  X  original
site
  X good     ruins   x altered     moved  

date      
    fair     unexposed



DESCRIPTION:
The Dr. O. C.

Reynolds House is
a 2.5 story,
A m e r i c a n
F o u r s q u a r e
residence with a
hipped roof and
quarry-faced,
concrete-block
exterior walls.
The house is
square in plan
with a full-
length front
(south) porch and
oriel projections
on the side (east
and west) walls.
There are hipped
dormers on all
roof pitches,
including twin dormers on the south pitch.

The block walls are comprised of alternating wide and narrow courses.
The sills, lintels, watertable, and second-floor sill course all are
smooth blocks, adding to the textural richness of the exterior.  The
double-hung windows have diamond-pane muntins in some of the upper sash
of the first floor, and a Roman Revival “criss-cross” pattern in the
muntins of the second and third floor upper sash.

The wide south porch has a hipped roof and square piers formed of
alternating wide and narrow bands, like the walls. The east walls
features a bowed oriel near the center, with curved sash and glass, and
a shallow rectangular bay to the north.  There is a tall red brick
chimney on the east pitch of the roof. 

The west oriel occurs at the level of the main stair landing and is
clad in clapboards, not concrete blocks. On the interior, that oriel
provides a window seat.

Even though the house was converted to a 12-unit rooming house in the
1930s, room configurations and many original features persisted through
the rooming house use and its return to single family use around 2000.
The main entrance opens onto a small, tile-floored vestibule, in turn
opening on a central circulation and stairhall.  The main staircase is
to the left (west) and a screen of Corinthian piers sets off the living
room to the east.  North of the living room is the original dining room,
while the kitchen is in the northwest corner of the main floor.  The
second floor provided bedrooms.  Small rooms in the attic suggest that
the house may originally have served as a private hospital as well as Dr.
Reynolds’ residence.

HISTORY:
The house at 2530 Q Street was built in 1905 by D. B. Howard for an
estimated $10,000.  The original owners and residents were Otero C.
and Nannie C. Reynolds.  Dr. O. C. Reynolds (1857-1911) was a
prominent Lincoln physician and surgeon who trained at Louisville (KY)
Medical College and St. Louis University.  He practice in Seward, NE



for sixteen years before coming to Lincoln around 1895.  At the time
of his death he was president of the medical staff at St. Elizabeth
Hospital, then Lincoln’s only general hospital.  

In addition to Reynolds’ significance, the house stands out among the
earliest examples of concrete block construction in Lincoln.  It was
illustrated in Nebraska State Journal soon after it was built with the
caption 

“NEW HOUSE BUILT OF CEMENT BLOCKS.  Cement, the new building
material, is coming into general use in Lincoln.  The residence of
Dr. O. C. Reynolds, at 2530 Q street, shows the character of house
that can be created with its aid.”  
Nebraska State Journal, 12/30/1906.

In the first few years of the 20th century, concrete block almost
completely supplanted local limestone as a foundation material for
Lincoln houses.  A small number of home also used the material for the
whole exterior structure, of which Dr. Reynolds house is among the
earliest, largest, and best-preserved.
 
Originally the house also had a red “mission” tile roof.  The most
similar local house in size, style, and materials is the Leavitt
Farmhouse, built approximately five years later.  That house was
formerly located on the V. A. Medical Center campus (originally the
Leavitt farmstead).  It subsequently was moved to rural Lancaster
County on S. 148th Street, where it is used as a B&B inn.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify 

 X 1900-  x architecture  X medicine

Specific dates: 1905, 1905-1911

Builder/Architect: D. B. Howard (builder)

Statement of Significance: 
Built for a prominent physician, the Dr. Otero C. Reynolds House is
an early, elaborate, and well-preserved example of the use of
concrete block as a building material, applied to an American
Foursquare house.  

9. STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION
(Check one(s) that apply)

 X  Associated with events, person, or persons who
have made a significant contribution to the
history, heritage, or culture of the City of
Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State of
Nebraska, or the United States;

 x  Represents a distinctive architectural style or
innovation, or is the work of a craftsman whose
individual work is significant in the development
of the City of Lincoln, the County of Lancaster,
the State of Nebraska, or the United States; or

    Represents archeological values in that it yields
or may be likely to yield information pertaining
to pre-history or history.

10. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

“Sudden Death of Dr. Reynolds,” Lincoln Star, 5/16/1911.

“New House built of Cement Blocks,” Nebraska State Journal,
12/30/1906.

Lincoln building permit 393, 1905.

Sanborn atlases.

Lancaster County Deeds, including Mlien K:466, 1905.



11. FORM PREPARED BY:

Name/Title: Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner

Organization: Lincoln/Lanc. County Planning Dept.

Date Submitted: August 10, 2012

Street & Number 555 S. 10th St. Telephone: (402)441-6360

City: Lincoln State: NE 68508

Signature                                         

                                                                       

                                                                       

FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION USE ONLY:

DATE LANDMARK/LANDMARK DISTRICT DESIGNATED

LANDMARK/LANDMARK DISTRICT NUMBER

M:\plan\historic\Landmarks\LMARKS\ReynoldsApp.wpd
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