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Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
Scott Sullivan, on behalf of Wolfe’s Ace Hardware, requests a Certificate of Appropriateness for a work
at 6118 Havelock Avenue in the Havelock Avenue Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:
The Wolfe Hardware building at 6118
Havelock Avenue was built around 1914 and
originally housed Basket Store #11, one of a
chain of local grocery stores in Lincoln and
environs in the 1910s.  They were first
mentioned in Lincoln Directories in 1912 and
grew to 17 locations by 1921, but were not
listed in the 1922 directory.  This storefront
features the unusual material of white glazed
bricks, in sharp contrast to the black, molded
concrete cornice.

Scott Sullivan previously showed the Commission
schematic designs for a facade improvements in the Havelock Avenue District in 2009, including this
building, and received approval of the concept.  (See page 2.)

The property owner is now prepared to proceed and Mr. Sullivan has requested Commission approval of a
more developed design.  (See page 3.)  He summarizes the changes as follows:

Attached is the most recent design elevation proposed for Ace Hardware, at 6118 Havelock
Avenue. The new elements include:
 
1. New fabric on the existing aluminum awning frame, in lieu of the back-lit metal cladding that is
on the frame today. The sloped portions will be a striped fabric, reminiscent of historic awnings
with the striped fabric pattern. 
 
2. In lieu of the back-lit shingle style sign previously hanging on the facade, we are proposing a
new shingle style sign, with the raised letters lit only around the perimeter of the raised letters...the
letter themselves are opaque colored, but not backlit.
 
3. In lieu of the egg-crate awning soffit with fluorescent lighting within, we are proposing to remove
the soffit material, add a new painted cement board wall panel behind the awning, and only have a
wall mounted light for some night safety lighting.
 
4. Add a pre-finished metal wall cap to the top of the wall.
 
5. Clean and re-paint the top portion of the wall, highlighting the decorative features at the top of
the masonry wall with two colors.



The revisions considerably increase the compatibility of the finished facade, while respecting
investment in the awning frame and “logo” color scheme.  The projecting sign above the awning
(detailed at upper right in the drawing on page 3) would have internal illumination, but only as a
“glow” around the edges of the opaque letters.  In my opinion this would not violate the district
prohibition on “interior-illuminated, plastic-faced signs” and in fact would accomplish the
replacement of just such a sign.

Recommended finding: The proposal increases the compatibility of the storefront with
the historic character of the district.

Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness.






