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STAFF REPORT April 18, 2014

Proposal:
Davis Design, on behalf of Farmers Mutual Insurance Company, requests a Certificate of
Appropriateness for work at 1220 Lincoln Mall, the former Farmers Mutual headquarters.

Discussion: .
The former headquarters of Farmers Mutual is a three story, limestone clad building on the northeast
corner of 12  Street and Lincoln Mall.  The mid-20th century building has bands of windows on theth

north and south sides and blank facades to the east and west.

This proposal to remodel the building would include changes to all facades.  On the principal, south
facade, panels of synthetic stucco below the windows would be replaced with stone or large-dimension
architectural tile.  The synthetic stucco was a replacement in the 1990s of failing panels of small-
dimension tile.  The proposal is more in keeping with the overall character and materials of the building.

On the east and west sides, bands of windows would be inserted at all three floors on the west and at the
upper two stories on the east.  The east windows will provide views to the Capitol, which the original
design did not provide.

At the northwest and northeast corners of the buildings, three-story stair towers would be added, clad in
materials similar to the original building.  

Finally, the rooftop mechanical penthouse would be refaced with continuous horizontal louvers on all
sides.  Presently the penthouse is clad in a combination of metal screens and “cemestos” panels.  The
proposal appears to offer a more finished appearance.

The location of this building on Lincoln Mall, one block from the Capitol, makes its renovation subject
to close review for design quality, durability, and materials.  All of the proposed work appears to enhance
Lincoln Mall and the Environs District, and increases the building’s compatibility with the rest of the
Farmers Mutual block, and the new office buildings adjacent to the west.

Recommended finding:
The proposed improvements to 1200 Lincoln Mall enhance the Capitol Environs District.

Recommended action:  Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness .
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Existing First Floor Plan
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New First Floor Plan
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